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Celebrating Christmas with Yaworskyy/Byts Famy. Year after year

we are invited for Christmas Dinner. Thank you! [yxe askyemo!
With Kyle Gorlik (left) and his Family, Denis Grady (right) and
Seminarian James Bobock (2 from right). Thank you for visiting! g
!EastZwest T’heoloqv https:/lwww.youtube.com/channel/UCIhJVZ4Rev1 ANOBxHqP9SOg
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January 15 — 2023 — 15 ciuns
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Christmaswiththe Family.
Happy Birthday, Stepagi

BorosiBnenHs NocnogHe- Theophany
Tponap, rnac 1:
Konu B Mopaani xpectuscs Tu, Focnoawm, *
TpoiyHe fBUNOCSA NOKNOHIHHA: * 60 PoguTens
ronoc cBiguuB To06i, * Bo3noo6neHum CuHom

£} TeGe HasuBarouu; * i lyx y Buai ronyouHim

3acBiauMB TBepAICcTb cnosa. * fABusca Tu,

. Xpucre Boxe, * i cBiT npocBiTUB, cnaBa Tobi.

KoHpak, rnac 4:

| flBUBCA ecu AHecb BceneHHin * i cBitno TBOE,

locnoaw, 3HameHyBanocs Ha Hac, * Wo 3i
3po3yMiHHAM ocniByemo Tebe: * Mpuiiwos
€cu i ABMBCSA ecn — CBITNO HeNpuUCTynHe.

Troparion — Tone 1

** When You, O Lord were baptized in the

Jordan / The worship of the Trinity was made
manifest / For the voice of the Father bore
witness to You / And called You His beloved
Son. / And the Spirit, in the form of a dove, /
Confirmed the truthfulness of His word. / O
Christ, our God, You have revealed Yourself /
And have enlightened the world, glory to You!
Kontakion — Tone 4

. Today You have shown forth to the world, O

Lord, / and the light of Your countenance has
been marked on us. / Knowing You, we sing
Your praises. / You have come and revealed
Yourself, / O unapproachable Light.
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IIEPKORHHUH BIGHUK

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM +Jerry Szczublewski)
(Susan & John Paul) B3 ;T3

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church
Llepksa Cesitoro Mukonas
(Mip Onikoro N.AO.M.)

I'IOPFILIOK CB. J'IITYPI'II/I

January 15: 31 S. after Pent. - 31 H. no 3.C.[.

10:00 p. +EM|n|;| JIELEETY (Fapacumqj}x)

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH — For Parishioners

Monday, January 16 ciuyHs, noHeginok
7:00 AM +Anna Partyka (K.S. & A.M.)
Tuesday, January 17 ciyHs, BiBTOpOK
7:00 AM Int. of Stephen Procyk — Mnohaya Lita)
Wednesday, January 18 ciyHs, cepepa
7:00 AM +Catherine Wayda (D.D & R.M.)
10:00 AM See Julian
Thursday, January 19 ciyns, yeTBep
6:00 PM See Julian
Friday, Jan. 20 ciyHs, n’aTHUUA
7:00 AM +Mykola Kuderawec (Koniniec Family)
9:00 AM +Andrij Kilko (llkiwskyj Family)
Saturday, January 21 ciyns, cy6ota
9:00 AM +Michael Reinhard (Ruth Rusin)
4:30 PM +Andrew Deneka, Jr.)
(John& Judy Chwirut) B3 ;1. Y

Cepepna, 18 Ciuns: Wepapwun Beuip (~MicT~)

10:00 p. Nitypria cB. Bacunia Benukoro i
MocBaveHHs Boau

YeTBep, 19 Ciuna: BOrOABJIEHHA

6:00 8. Cs. Jlityprisi i Benuke BogoceATTs

January 22: 32 S. after Pent. - 32 H. no 3.C.[.

No Noon Liturgy

Eternal Light burns for

+Sefan Hlywa
Who died December 30, 2022.
He was born June 22, 1922. He was
Trustee and longtime member of
St. Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Niagara Falls. Eternal Memory!

BiyHe cBiTNO B YecTb

Mpeuuncroi Alen Mapii
FopuTb 3a Mup B YKpaiHi i 3a
CKOpY W LiNKOBUTY nepemory.

10:00 p. 3a YipaiHcekmi Hapin

Our Annual parish Prosphora will be held next
Sunday, January, 22, 2023 after the 10:00
Liturgy. The cost will be $15.00 for adults and
$5.00 for children ages 6-12. Children 5 and
under free. Donations of baked goods would be
greatly appreciated.

PisnBsaHui 00ig - Mpocdopa byae Ha Apyry

Heain, 22 ciyHa no C.. Jlityprii 0 10 roauHi.

MoxepTea: $15.00 nopocni, $5 gitn 6-12.
MpocKumMo NpMHEeCTU NEeYUBO.

Calendars are ready. Please take one.
Kanangapi HagpykoBaHi. lTpocumo B3TH

KoBepT we Hemae. MpocuMo 3yXuTu 3 MUHY-
noro poky abo 3BuyanHi. Hanuwitb im's.

Envelopes are not ready yet. Please use
regular envelopes or from last year and write
your name, so we could give proper credit.

Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney
716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate

/

| *

N

Lippes
Mathias

Wexler Friedman LLp

lippes.com

Attorney Advertising.
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

-

Albany | Buffalo | Florlda | New York | Toronto Area | Washington, D.C.

J

oward
annan
Real Estate Services

JENNY PFEIFFER-NOWADLY

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

Ask me about
the 100% Money
Back Guarantee!

4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043

Cell: 716.523.6693

Office: 716.656.8999 * Fax: 716.825.4911
jennypfeiffer@nhowardhanna.com
HowardHanna.com  imm

=D

KARYCZAK’S

AUTOMOTIVE

TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION ¢
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS »

TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS
WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES »

BATTERIES / AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES »
MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS

PHONE 893-1025

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

Another location at:

family use.

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

2085 Union Rd., West Seneca one block North of Clinton.

New spacious location fresh and modern facility.
Onsite Chapel separate from large viewing rooms.
Lower level has a new café plus reception hall for

FAX _
822-1574  825-7428  827-8895 AskrorTom e
Proud to Support Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko

Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

\"\;’%
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St. 2400 William St.
Buffalo, 14210 Cheektowaga, 14206

* CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM! * XPUCTOC POOMUBCA! CNABITE

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!



http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

MARY KAY' thesestrimesorescnve UKRAINIAN M. YKPATHCDKA

Call me any time! FEDERAL CREDIT UNION — OENIEPATILHA KPEUTHA CTITKA
I look forward to Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with
hearing from you. lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on
your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
[INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |[SCHOLARSHIPS|

MEPCOHATIBHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI MOCNYIU
OLLIAIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKW | CEPTU®IKATA | M.M |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKW | MO3WKW | KPEQUTU HA
HEPYXOMICTb | MNATRKHI KAPTKW VISA | MONEYGRAM |
rPOLLOBI MEPEKA3K | ENEKTPOHHI MOCIYTA
[MOCNYIrN HOTAPIYCA| NEPEKNAAUICTUNEHAI|

P ]

Ulana Scheidle

Independent Beauty Consultant

MARY KAY

3498 Stevenson Court

Wheatfield NY 14120 ;
(716) 628-7882

__uscheidle@verizon.net - : e
www.marykay.com/uscheidle "II

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza
562 Genesee Street 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385
www.ukrainianfcu.org www.ukrainianfcu.org

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

www.e odellsausage com

Business Hours Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays, Closed Mondays,
3auunHeHi no cepenax 3auunHeHi No noHefjisikax
Mon., Tuesday, Thursday Tuesday - Thursday
| 9:30am - 5 pm | | 9:30 am - 5 pm |
MoH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BIBTOpKa Mo YeTBep
Friday / M'aTH1uA Friday / M'aTH1uA

‘ For All f Your Old World Favorite Products, Just
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.

Many Varieties of:
Bologna ¢ Salami * Fresh Polish Sausage * Head Cheese  Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish

European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter  Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varietics | 9:30 am - 6 pm | | 9:30 am - 6
: ilym; - - -6pm |
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) ¢ Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ® Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese * European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes Satg rday / 1Cy60Ta Satg rday / 1Cy60Ta
4166 Union Rd., ™\ 2321 Millersport Hwy. |9am-1pm | |9am-1pm |
Cheektowaga, NY (i Airport Plaza) Ambherst (Getzville Plaza) Membership subject to eliqibilit
630-0130 688-1495 P Suol g

Federally insured by NCUA.

DNIPRO E.g»ﬂ JTHITPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

P PROFFESSIONAL CC
N

Nick Hurmak

OWNIR
(716) 316-2540
Alexander Arutunian

apwevs  facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter

(716) 578-8185

112 DELAWARE STREET

TONAWANDA, NY, 14150

FAX: (716) 2601254
www.redstarautomotive.com

Lounge is OPEN every Friday 5-9 pm.
MigTpumante Baw HapogHumn [im

YKY 3 HeodhiLlinHuMm Bi3uTOM BiaBigaB
Mpe3npeHT YkpaiHu Bonogumup 3eneHcbkun
11 ciyHa 3 HeodhiLinHMM Bi3MTOM YKpaiHCLKUIA KaTo-
NUUbKKMIA yHiBepcuTeT BigBigas lMpe3naeHT YkpaiHu
Bonoaumup 3eneHcbkun. A Takox KepiBHMK Odpicy
MpesnpeHTa AHppiit Epmak Ta ronosa JIbBiBCLKOi 00-
nacHoi BiicbkoBoi agmiHicTpauii Makcum Ko3uubkui.

Bonogumup 3eneHCbKUi 3ycTpiBca 3 PEKTOPOM Yk-
paiHCbKOro KaTonmMLbLKOro yHiBepcuteTy 0. BorgaHom
Mpaxom, fikuii po3noBiB icTopito CTAHOBMEHHSA 3akna-
ay: Big JIbBiBCbKOi 60rocnoBcbLKOI akaaeMii, Ky 3ac-
HyBaB mutpononut AHgpen LlenTuubkuii, a ouonue
Toni we oteub MWocud Cninmii, [0 BiAHOBNEHHS
aianbHocTi JIBA (Tenep YKY) B HesanexHin YkpaiHi,
nigepom sikoro ctas Bnaamka Bopuc I'yassk.

Mig vac 3ycTpiyi 3 Mpe3anaeHTOM oTeLb PeKTop po3-
noBiB, y YOMy CEKpPeT YCniXy yHiBepCUTETY, AKUI po3-
BMHYB BeNUKY Mepexy 6naroginHukiB no BCbOMY CBi-
Ty, Ta NpO Te, YOMY KinbKa pokis nocninb YKY ovontoe
PeUTUHr BCTynHuKiB: «<Ham poBipsoTk, 60 Bei npoue-
CM1 B HaWwoMy yHiBepcuTeTi npo3opi. Bce, wo Bu 6aumn-
Te B YKY, nobygoBaHe Ha dhyHOAMEHTI XPUCTUAHCL-
KMX LiHHOCTeW, B OCHOBI fiknx € Bor Ta YkpaiHa. | came
XPUCTUAHCBKI LiHHOCTi MalTb CTaTU OCHOBOK AN
nobyaoBu rpoMaasaHCbLKOro, BUCOKOMOPanbHOro cyc-
ninbcTBa. Hawa meTa, wob BunyckHukn YKY nwnu y
CBIT: y Bnagy, rpomagcbki opraHisauii, 6isHec, coui-
anbHi cdepwm, | MacluTabyBanu BNSIMB HALIOTO YHiBEp-
cUTEeTY — Ha MicusaX BTinoBanu 3miHu i Gyaysanu
OHOBReEHY YkpaiHy».

Oteub BorpaH Takox po3noBiB, WO Ha hPOHTI 3a-
pa3 BOKE YMMaANo CTYAEHTIB, BUKNaga4iB i BUMYCK-
HukiB YKY. Ha xanb, 13 lepoiB 3i cninbHoTn YKY 3a-
ruHyJIM B 604X i3 poCiliCbkMMu oKynaHTamu. Takox i3
noyvaTKy NOBHOMAcCWTAOHOro BTOPrHEHHS POCii, YHi-
BEPCUTET OpraHi3yBaB BOJIOHTEPCHLKHIT EHTP, AKUNA
3ibpaB yxe NoHaa WicTb MiNbNOHIB AonapiB ans go-
nomorn YkpaiHi B4ac BiiHW: BOiHaM, NHOAAM, SKi
BTiKalOTb Bif BiliHW 200 XMBYTb Yy 30HI 6OMOBKX AiN.
«Haw ronoBHui chokyc — MeguyHa gonomora gns
rocnitanie, 3akyniBns MeAUKAMEHTIB i MeguU4HUX
ToBapiB. YKY € cBoepiaHUM LeHTpoM, Kyau 6narogin-
HWKM 3 YCbOTo CBIiTYy HaAcunawTb gonomory. Le, 30k-
pema, NpoayKTu, ogsAr, 3acoou ririeHu. Y nepui micsiui
BTOPrHEHHS YHIBEPCUTET TaKOX CTaB NMPUXUCTKOM AN
OaraTbox gitei Ta nogei 3 0coonMBMMU NoTPedamu,
AIKi MOrMK NPOXMBATU TYT Ta OTPMMATKU NCUXOJOriy-
HWIA | AyXOBHMIA cynpoBia», — popas o. boraaw MNpax.

Bonoaumup 3eneHcbkui nogapyBaB Npe3vuaeHTam
Monbwi Ta JIUTBM yHikanbHi ikoHW Ha GPOHiI
IkoHonuceub AHApi OXoubkuii cneuianbHO Ans
Aupxesn lyou Ta litanaca Haycena Hanucas aBi ikoHu
Ha OpoHennuTax B pamkax npoekty ArtArmor. Lle
«HOpin 3M|€60pe|.|b» 3 npanopamu Monbuwi Ta Iiuteu.

Volodymyr Zelensky presented the presidents of
Poland and Lithuania unique icons on the armor
The iconographer Andriy Okhotskyi painted two
icons on armor plates specially for Andrzej Duda and
Gitanas Naused as part of the ArtArmor project. This
is "Yuri Zmieborets (St. George)" with the flags of
Poland and Lithuania.

Photo above: President Volodymyr Zelinsky with rector UKU Bohdan Prah at UKU.


https://ucu.edu.ua/cat/heroes-of-war/
https://ucu.edu.ua/cat/heroes-of-war/
https://ucu.edu.ua/cat/war-histories/
https://ucu.edu.ua/about/

Tam Bo baxmyTi, Ae cTpinu uyTy,
[le cTinbKu UBITY BXE NonArno...
Bpa3 Tuxo ctano i 3anyHano:

Xpuctoc Poauscs! Cnasimo Moro!

[loHeLbKa HiuKka, OKOMHA CBiYKa,
| BOporam BciM NOTUM Ha 310, —
Cranu conpgatu KonsigyBsaTu:
Xpucroc Poguscs! Cnasimo Woro!

Mig Mynan-Monem kyTa Ha cToni,
3Bi3goo Hebo Tam 3auBino,

Bitep y cteny BoauTL BepTenu:
Xpucroc Poguscs! Cnasimo Woro!

B micti Mapii npominb Hagii

Lecb Hag A3oBOM B He60 3Beno,
Tam Hac YeKaoTb, TUXO CNiBaKOTh:
Xpucroc Poguscs! Cnasimo Woro!

Mig 3aMKoM NbBIBCbKUM, Ha JI4aKiBCbKiMm,
INnuapiB BiNCbKO CNOKiN 3HANLWNO... a
Mwu x po lepoiB i3 konsgoto:

Xpucroc Poguscs! Cnasimo Woro!

B apeBHbomy Puwmi Metpuk i3 Kpumy
Pa3om 3i cBiTom cnaBuTb Pi3gBo,

HOns 3 Jlyrancbka, Hacta 3 bepasHcbka:
Xpucroc Poguscs! Cnasimo Woro!

A B TepHononi MmaneHbka Ons
3 (ppoHTY YeKae TaTKa CBOro. ks
Pyuku cknapae, cnisku BTUpae: \ T
Xpuctoc Poguecs! Cnasimo Woro! \ -

Hawa poaguHa — Bcs YkpaiHa,

| 36poiiHi cunu, i TPO,

Mia Boxum cTarom naem Ao 3BUTArN, -
Xpucroc Poguscs! Cnasimo Woro!

https:/lyoutu.be/xfH A83HxI8

Konspa "Tam Bo BaxmyTi", HanucaHa TepHo-
NONbCLKUM iCTOPUKOM Ta NybniuucTom
Onerom BiTBiybKuMm, fika MeHLLE HiX 3a ABa
TWXHI Habpana noHag 1 MiNbNOH nepernagie
Ha Facebook Ta 89 Tucsay nepernsgis Ha
Youtube: = click here/HaTUCHITL TYT <

Bor He BuixaB 3 Ykpainu

Bin immmBest och TYT cepej HaC...
Tawm, ne Hami micTa B pyinax,
Tam, 1e npominb Hajii morac...

Bor He BuixaB 3 Ykpainu,

Bin B minBasax, B IlepkBax, B meTpo,
e cxuisiemo Mu KoOJIiHA...
Po3kpuBae CBsiTe aTpo....

Bor He BuixaB 3 Ykpainu,

3a omepTs coJiIaTam CTaB..

Bin mizk Boporom 3BoauTh CTiHH,
Moro Ky He pa3 CIHHSB...

Bor He BuixaB 3 Ykpainu,

SAx nix o6cTpisiom 3HOBY MH,
3akpuBae KpwibMu CBOIMH...
Bin paxyerbcs 3i ¢1i3bMH...

bor He BuixaB 3 Ykpainu,
Inaue 3 Hamu... Uomy Tek 60JUTH..
B bo3i Tiibkn HeMa nepeMiHu,

Bin Toii Cammuii, 3aB¥K1MH... KOKHY MHUThb...

bor He BuixaB 3 Ykpainu,

Bin cboroani i3 Hamu €...

Ko:xne cepue niast Hboro- ninne...
Cuu1, TepniHHSA 11 10JA€....

Jlo ocTaHHBLOI HABITH OMTBH,
Byne nopyu... He Biziiize...

Yye K0KHY IPOCTY MOJIMTBY...

9 Ilomiu Hama - Im'a Cesare...

3asikye Hapoay paHu,
BinOyayoTbes 3HOB MOCTH...
Bipro: cnokiii i Mup HacTane,
3mo:ke bor Beix mioaeii cnacru...
Boporis BinBene gajexo,

He nonycruts Bkpaini 31a...
I[IpuiernTs 10 THi3AA JeneKa...
Inwi BepHyTHCH 10 cea...

3acniBae e xXop coJI0B'iHMIA,
Ile HacTaHe MpeKpacHUH Yac...
Bor He BuixaB 3 Ykpainu,

Bin Hiko/M He IMIINTH HAC.

(Hartanisa Maprtusniok 05.03.2022)

» CHURCH KITCHEN is now CLOSED
Check with us later.

» Thank you for your help and patronage!

> Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

» Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall.
See you there!
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.
ILEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerbcst THXKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBaTn 10 YeTBepra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS

KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VEPATHGEKA KATOAUIILKA IEPKRA

GRATOIO MHUKOAAA

(TITA OTITKOK MIPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPII OAITITPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help us
raise money for
our Church by %P 5

purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from
us. If you buy in Tops anyway, why not help. You
do not lose or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of
your spending. To take advantage of this program,
call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline with
this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations.
Renovate Humanitarian

Dnipro " Aid to Ukraine

7
UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
(716) 847-1281

Opratisauist O6opoHn Yotnpbox Ceobia YkpaiHu
ODFFU - Buffalo, NY — Branch # 22
Emil Bandriwsky, President

EIWHUETR - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
)\ CREREH - hitp://www.stnbuffalo.com
DIIELY - http://lwww.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319
Kitchen: 852-1908
—> In Emergency call: (716) 830-3920
Fr. Robert Moreno: (607) 857-9001

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepena Ca. Nlityprisimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelieHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM *
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHg: [onocutucs 6 MicAwiB ckoplue

Religion classes - PeniriiiHa Mporpama
See bulletin for scheduled dates.
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma

Family members should call the Rectory
Ponm-la NOBWHHA I'IOBiAOMVITM CBALLEeHUKa

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpeOu 3aBxan MOXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH \f

AMHHLL, ABO MPHKOBAHI AQ Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
https://youtu.be/xfH_A83HxI8
https://youtu.be/xfH_A83HxI8

Plast Candlelight, Jan. 8 - [TJIACTOBA CBIYEYKA, 8 ciuns, 2023

The View From Up Here Happy New Year!
January 15, 2023 AD.
Happy New Year and Merry Christmas!

Christ is Baptized! In the River Jordan!

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

My Dear Fellow Climber on the Holy Mountain,

Happy New Year and Merry Christmas to all!!
Perhaps that greeting may seem a bit backwards
from the usual way we see it, or say it, but for us of
the Eastern Church, it does make sense. We've
already celebrated the civil New Year, the January 1t
holiday (remember, our Liturgical New Year is a HO-
LY DAY on September 1 each year). The ‘new calen-
dar people’ continue to celebrate the joys and bless-
ings of the Nativity Feast Day and Nativity season,
while ‘the old calendar folks’ have just begun.
Friday, January 6 was Christmas Eve according to
the so-called “Old Calendar”. Our brothers and
sisters who pray according to that “Old Calendar”,
properly known as the Julian Calendar, celebrated
Christmas Day, “The Nativity in the Flesh of our Lord
and God and Savior Jesus Christ.” Today, January
8, we all stand together in the joy of the Birth of our
Savior, both here, and united with our brothers and
sisters all around the world! From Fillmore and
Oneida to Kiev, to Lancaster, to Lackawanna and
Kenmore, to Middleport, Shenandoah, Alum Bank,
Central City and Pine Hill, to Cohoes, Australia,
Stamford and all the world, we are all blessed to be
able to greet one another with our deeply meaningful
and joyous greeting: “Chrystos Razhdayetsa - Christ
is Born! Slavite Yeho - Glorify Him!” So it is Happy
New Year, Merry Christmas.

When | was growing up in good ol’ Middleport,
Pennsylvania, my schoolmates were always very
envious of our ‘two calendar thing’. In those days
our Church was officially called the Greek-Catholic
Church, therefore we, the members of that strange
Byzantine Rite Church, were known to the local coal-
crackers as “Greeks.” Yes, it was the “Greek Church
up on the hill, and the old calendar Holy Days were
known as the “Greek Holy Days”. For example, it was
Greek Easter and Greek Christmas as in “When is
Greek Christmas this year? When is Greek Easter
this year?”

First of all, we didn’t have to go to school for three
or four days. We had to attend the Holy Liturgy on
Christmas Day of course, but then also on the two
following days, the Synaxis of the Theotokos and
then the Feast of St. Stephen. | do remember
moaning and groaning to my Mom about having to
go to church 3 days in a row! So that was the first
envious thing....even though we had to go to church
every day, we got to stay home, and our pals did not!

The “Greek Christmas” had a second big envious
thing for those other Roman Catholic and Protestant
kids in our school because on that day “The Greek
Santa Claus” came, albeit in a less generous way,
and left more presents as the “English Santa” had
done on December 25! What a great world for a kid!
Christmas twice in two weeks!! So, to the other kids
in Middleport Public School, it was, “Eat your heart
out! Too bad for you! It's Greek Christmas in our
house!” © © ©

When | think of this, there are still a lot of people
quite envious of us as we continue to celebrate the
two Christmases in many ways! Without a doubt, our
families will gather for some kind of celebration of
the new, as well as the old calendar Holy Days. Many
of our families, be they “Greek”, Ukrainian, Catholic
or Orthodox, because of their particular situation,
receive gifts from St. Nicholas, Santa Claus and the
‘Greek’ Santa Claus! Many of our families will see
and taste Holy Supper twice, and even the Liturgical
Services. What a great heritage! What a special and
great Church!!

So from December 25 on the New Calendar and
January 7 on the Old, we continue with our
“Christmas-time” until February 2 and February 15
respectively. What a blessing we have in that we can
savor and celebrate the richness of the beautiful
banquet of the coming of Our Savior for all these
weeks! What a wonderful gift we have! Celebrate and
pray this beautiful and blessed time of the year!
Merry Christmas! Merry Greek-Christmas!!!

Seemingly to underscore all that I've written about
the two calendars, the cards and presents continue
to filter in and keep the expectation and good things
of Christmastime in the forefront. And Aunt Chris
didn’t fail us either! Her great baking, just like Mom



used to make, arrived the other day and is now in the
process of being devoured. | hope Christmas is
continuing in your house also!!! Wegmans might be
in Valentine mode by now, but WE ARE NOT! It’s still
Christmas! | think I've said it someplace before,
“What a Church! What a Heritage!” | am so glad to
be Greek-Catholic!

Do you remember as it was getting near the end of
October and | reminded you of all the things about to
happen in those coming weeks of November and
December? | reminded you, “It's going to be
Christmas before you know it.” It did come quickly
and with a vengeance, didn’t it?!! Here we are
already in the second week of January, and we’ve
seen the snows and heard the winds of the Arctic,
but before you know it, the Great Fast will be here.
As | said, we are only beginning our Christmas
celebration, but in a very short time our thoughts will
be turning once again to the great celebration of
Pascha. Indeed, “one season following upon
another....” (Fiddler on the Roof)

I'm not wishing our life away, but rather marveling
and being awed by the amazing and great gifts of
these beautiful and HOLY days, these days of our
mountain climb! | pray we can give thanks pray to
our good God for the bestowal of Life upon us....
blessed in this life....the Promise of Eternal Life! As
we go through the year of feast days and fast days,
of joy and sorrow, of health and sickness, of laughter
and tears, of fear and confidence, may we use each
and every minute profitably and unto the Glory of His
Holy Name! Let us always and everywhere give Him
thanks for this gift of Life and truly use it for our
salvation and for the good of those He has put in our
path as we continue our climb to the summit. | truly
pray for myself and for you, that we don’t waste one
single moment of this great gift of time that has been
given to us to “know Him, to love Him and to serve
Him in this life and to be happy with Him forever in
the kingdom of Heaven.”

We have been given the glorious and awesome gift
of life. He has put “talents” into our hands and
expects a return when He comes to collect them
again. We go through this life but once and we are to
make the most of it and to be thankful at all times

and in all circumstances to be alive. He has a plan
for us right up until we take our last breath on this
earth. Happy New Year! Merry Christmas! Celebrate
the New Year! Christ is Born! Glorify Him! Christ is
Baptized! In the River Jordan! God is with us! Christ
is Risen! May the Lord bless and keep you and let
His countenance shine upon you. Holy Mary,
Theotokos, keep us!

Fr. Ray, still climbing with you

The next Religion class is
Saturday, January 21st,
We will have blessing of the water with brief
meditation about Theophany Feast using icon.
All children in the parish are encouraged to
attend especially those children who are ready
for Solemn Communion (Grade 2)




