Ridna Shkola - Christmas Play at St. John Parish

Theophany for children of “Ridna Shkola”
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM 3aMapoxisiH — For Parishioners

J Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
7= (IIixg Omixoro I1./1.M.)

HOP’HI[OK CB. JITYPI'IA

25 CiyHg: H. Mo BorosBneHHi / Heaina 3akxes

Jan. 25 S. Of Publ. & Phar. - H. Mutaps i ®apuces
12:00 +Joseph Procyk (Eliana Ivanychko)

Monday, January 26 Ciuns, MoHeginok

9:00 AM +Hilary & Julia Holowaty
(Michelle, Michael Michalow)

Tuesday, January 27 Ciuns, BiBTopok
8:15AM Int. of Fr. Ray & Family (Peter Maxim)

Wednesday, January 28 Ciunsi, Cepepa
8:15AM +Oresta Pereyma (MaryAnn DuBois)

Thursday, January 29 Ciuns, l-IeTBep

Three Hierarchs — Tpbox Ceatutenis
Friday, January 30 Ciuns, [T’aTHUuA
9:00 AM  +Ann Sukmann (Graig & Gail Rose)

Sat. January 31 Ciuns Cy6oTa

9:00 AM +Teoposiv Mpuwnsk (Muxaino Benbmera) §

4:30 PM  Dec. Members from Procyk Family:
+Muxanno, Mapis, €sgokis, puHbKo, IBaH
Codpisi (A. M. Petryshyn)

Feb.1 S. Of Prodigal Son. - H. BnyaHoro CuHa

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH — For Parishioners

The Eternal Light burns
in mem. of

+Mary Beth Sukmann

BiyHe Csitno B yects M.0.M.
ropuTb 3a

MWP B YKPAIHI

Xpuctoc PaxpaeTtbes! Cnasimo Woro!

10:00 p. +Ocwuna i Muxaino 3axapkis
(moHbka Manuna BinoronoBcbka)
Mar. 30 Ciuna: CB. AHTOHIsi [lpenogo6Horo

9:00 p.  [uBw 3a rpUropisHCLKUM

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawnryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Embroidery

photos on facebook.com jahawryluk@gmail.com

Nick Hurmak

OWNIR
(716) 316-2540

Alexander Arutunian
MANAGLR

(716) 578-8185

112 DLLAWARE STREET
TONAWAND, 50

FAX: (716 254
www.redstarautomotive.com

1 Iiotoro: Hepinsa Mutaps | @apuces

10:00 p.

+lpuHa Boivak (Poman)

Eternal Memory - BiuHas Mam’aTb!

PHONE 893-1025

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

e
Piotszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN Y. YkpPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OEAEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 - Toll free 877-968-7828

www.rufcu.org

Monday & Tuesday 9:30 am - 4 pm | Wednesday
9:30 am - 2pm | Thursday 9:30 am - 6 pm|
Friday 9:30 am — 7 pm | Saturday 9:00 — 1 pm|

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save

money with lower rates on loans, make money

with higher interest on your savings, and save
time with our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE CERTI-
FICATES | MONEY MARKET | LOANS | MORTGAGES
[VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | MONEYGRAM |
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE TRANSFERS
| ONLINE SERVICES | NOTARY PUBLIC |

NMEPCOHAIJBbHI TA BISHECOBI

®IHAHCOBI Nocnyru
OLLAAHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKWU | CEPTUDIKATH |
MM | NO3WUKW | KPEAUTU HA HEPYXOMICTD |
NAATDKHI KAPTKU VISA | MONEYGRAM |
FPOLLIOBI MEPEKA3U | ENEKTPOHHI MOCNYTU |
NOCNYrn HOTAPIYCA|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

LLio6 poBipaTuca GinbLe iHhopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbas B rpomagi,
Mpocumo BigBinaTH Be6-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find
More information and events
In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

rodelisausage.com

& For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.

Many Varieties of:
Bologna # Sslami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese  Garli Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer  Kefir/Butter  Condiments # Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varietics
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese » European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd,, o, 2321 Millersport Hwy.

Cheektowaga, NY (1 Atrport Pl *' A1) Amherst (Getzville Plaza)
6300130 el Q) ™ gge1405

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every
Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thank you for your donations!

We welcome your comments.

UYu BM cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepeaayy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHuH»
Hepgins, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM? CepaeyHo
AAKYEMO 32 NOXEPTBM.

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

Mpocumo niaTpymysatu PigHy LiepkBy
TanaHTamu, 4acom i noxepTBamu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* % %

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTy Bali MOGINbHI
Tenedonu nigyac Cearoi Jlitypri.

DONATIONS TO SAINT NICHOLAS “The Vibrant Parish...”

“Special Appeal”

IMO Jaroslawa Bobenczyk
Helen Papisz - $20.00
Anna Teluk - $20.00
John Szczerba - $20.00
Pete & Gina Myhalenko - $25.00
Emil & Vera Marc - $200.00
William & Irene Burda - $20.00
Andrew & Gertrud Diakun - $50.00
Slavko & Helen Moczerniak - $20.00
William & Nadia Marc - $100.00
Elaine Nowadly - $25.00
Anna Hudyniak - $20.00
Ihor & Christine Moroz- $20.00
Peter, Jr. & Olga Pucak - $25.00

IMO Mary Bumbar
Maria Bodnarskyj - $20.00
Elaine Nowadly - $20.00
Emil & Vera Marc -$20.00

Donations Towards Coffee Hour
Yearly Communication Assessment Fee
Maria Plotycia
LA Tt LS AR e MRS e TR L e
2015 LUC dues are now payable. Please
make checks ($7.00) payable to
League of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara
Frontier Council.

Dues can be sent to
Ihor Pereyma, 38 Lester St.,
Buffalo, NY 14210

The Word of God

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom,” St. Paul teaches
us in the Epistle to the Colossians (Col 3:16). Through the
Word of God we come to know Christ, we encounter Him,
and enter into a living relationship with Him. “Ignorance
of Scripture is ignorance of Christ,” said St. Jerome. In
our parishes we want to follow the example of the first
Christians so that the Word of God might become the
foundation of our ecclesial, parochial, family, social, and
personal life. | strongly urge pastors to diligently prepare
their homilies based on the proclaimed Word of God in
such a way that this Word might become “living and
active” in the life of our parishioners, capable of nourish-
ing them, giving them answers to real issues of the day,
and inspiring them to service.

The Word of God should bear visible fruit in our
everyday lives because only those who keep this Word,
that is, obey it, will be called blessed in the Lord (see Lk
11:28). In our parishes there should not be a single family
which does not own a Bible. | en- courage all our faithful
to read the Sacred Scriptures on a daily basis; this is done
ideally through participation in parish biblestudy groups
or through prayerful reading at home. The newly publish-
ed Catechism of the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church,
“Christ our Pascha,” is another essential volume which
should become a handbook of faith for all the members of
our Church - children, youth, and adults. The Catechism,
according to Metropolitan Andrey (Sheptytsky), is the
foundation of Christian life.

On this occasion | wish to emphasize that all the
members of our Church have a personal responsibility
throughout their whole lives to acquire an ever deeper
knowledge of the truth of the Holy Faith, while the clergy
must not neglect their responsibility of teaching the faith
to their parishioners, not only through preaching, but also
through catechetical instruction. When we speak of cate-
chesis, we understand this to be a continuous process of
entering into the mystery of the Church, to be applied not
only to children who are preparing to receive the Holy
Mysteries (Sacraments). Permanent and continuous for-
mation for various age groups - children, youth, adults,
and the elderly - is an essential component of the vibrant
parish. Finally, | would to emphasize that just as it is with
the Bible, so too the Catechism of our Church should be
a hand- book for each member of our community as it is a
most valuable aid for a proper understanding and reading
of the Word of God.

(To be cont.)


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
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Born on the first day of August in 1922, the
loving woman known to most as Mary Bumbar
was gifted with an indomitable spirit, boundless
energy and a fiery will to live. Born to Dmytro
and Maria Zhuk, Mary would spend her
childhood in Zhukiw in Poland, giving her an all
too early taste of the evils and cruelties of this
world as she was forced to hide her very
Ukrainian descent to avoid being mistreated by
the locals. Mary was dealt yet another early blow
when she, at the young age of 14, lost her
mother to a sudden illness. An uneasy home life
after this tragedy, drove Mary to leave home at
age 16 to naively seek work in Nazi Germany.

It was in Germany when things somehow
managed to get worse...a full scale war broke
out and Mary found herself hiding from the
bombing raids of the Americans and their allies.
But God began to smile on her in this foreign
land; Mary met the love of her life in a fellow
displaced Ukrainian named Wasyl Bumbar. She
married him and together they soon had another
blessing, the birth of their new little daughter,
Ursula (or, as you might know her...Orysia.)

God decided to bless Mary once again and
Mary was able to come with her new family to
the United States during one of history's most
prosperous periods. She made a home for
herself in the Ukrainian community of Buffalo,
New York. It was here she eventually learned to
drive, got her own car and even a nice house in
the suburbs.

Mary would eventually lose her husband at a
young age and found new focus in her
daughter's family. Mary spent the next 32 years
helping the church and her daughter, son-in-law
and two grandsons with everything she
could...and then some. In her free time, Mary
enjoyed playing cards and bingo, attending
church, baking and eating delicious sweet
treats, going to her weekly seniors' group
meetings and monthly trips to the casinos.

Sadly, God would have one more challenge for
Mary. He took away her memories of all these
events and left her with only an all-consuming
desire to go home. For seven long years, years
which must have felt like several more lifetimes
for Mary, she was made to suffer; lost, confused
and wanting to go home to her mother. On New
Year's Eve of 2014, Mary called out to us and we
were witness to her passing. She left us with one
final gift, a comforting warmth washed over us
as we realized that yes, she was gone, but she
was finally done suffering this world's cruelties
and was now home with her mother, husband,
siblings and the Lord.

Dear Mary,

We will always miss you, Mama & Baba... but
we're glad you're finally home and can be happy
for all eternity. Thank you for everything you've
done for us and all the good memories you left
behind, we will always love you Babcia!

All Our Love,
Family

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact Elaine,
Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN is now open.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
We need your help in the kitchen. Thank you!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall. Please join us!

e St. Nicholas Prosphora Dinner — Sunday,
January 11. No noon Liturgy that day.

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by <) OPS

purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynyroum ix BU nomaraeTe LepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y1 BY nnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepea Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi:  3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa [porpama
Cyb6ora - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy
Family members should call the Rectory
PoanHa noBUHHA NOBIOMUTH CBSAILYEHMKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpe6u 3aBxau MoXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

My Ukraine photography exhibit

As | Wake, | Cry:  Revisiting Ukraine weaves
together recent travel photos to Ukraine with
family photos and cultural artifacts to reveal the
emotional story of one artist’s road to cultural
identification. This work is dedicated to the
‘Celestial 100" who died at Euromaidan, the grow-
ing number of dead, wounded, and displaced, the
many illegal prisoners of war, and the people of
Russia - all suffering the effects of the illegal and
undeclared Russian war in Ukraine.

Please join artist Lukia Costello in her solo
exhibition at CEPA Gallery titled 'As | Wake, | Cry -
Revisiting Ukraine".

The show opens Friday January 30th 7-10 pm and
runs through March 28th 2015. CEPA Gallery is
located at 617 Main St. Buffalo, NY 14203

A portion of all sales will be donated in the name
of Maria and Vasyl Sywenkyj to benefit the Ukrainian
Freedom fund as administered through Ukr. Federal
Credit Union @ Dnipro.

http://www.cepagallery.org/portfolio/wake
-cry-revisiting-ukraine-lukia-costello/

CTUNEHAINHA AKLIA 49-TO

BIAAINY CYA NOBIAOMIIAE,
LL|0 3 1-FO NKOTOrO 2015 POKY,
PO3MOYUHAEMO 3BIPKY HA
“CTUNEHAIMHUA ®OHA, CYA” ANS
HE3AMOXHOI MOnofl B YKPATHI.

YEKU MOXXHA BUMUCIBATH:
UKRAINIAN NATIONAL WOMENS
LEAGUE. MMHYJIOPIYHI 3BITU E Y
PE®EPEHTOK CTUNEHAIN:

3ipka AunwmnH-banyi - 668-9504
Ta OkcaHna Cangut - 832-9331

«COBOPHICTb € CUIOK YKPAIHCHLKOro Hapoay»

Oteupb i MNaBa YkpaiHcb-
koi Ip.-Katonuubkoi Llep-
kBu BnaxeHHiwun CesTo-
cnas y fleHb CobopHocTi
Ykpaiiu nig yac Jityprii B
eKyMeHi4Homy xpami Heno-
pouyHoro cepua Mapii Ta
YKPaiHCbKMX HOBOMYYEHU-
KiB, L0 Ha Bynuui IHCTUTYT-
cbkil y KueBi, 3aknukaB ntogei gobpoi Boni Ta BCix
BipHux [peko-Katonuubkoi LlepkBn TpuBatn B
0e3nepepBHin MONUTBI 1 NOCTi.

«Mwu He maemo npaBa NOcNabuT CbOroAHI Hawmx
MOnuUTOB. AfKe Ll COOOpPHa MONMTBA, AKa NyHae B
pi3HMX YacTuHax YkpaiHu, ane 06’eaHye Hac nepen
Boxum 06nmMyusam, € 3anopyKor Hawwoi nepemoruy,
- HaronocwuB Mpeactoatenn YKL,

CboropHi YkpaiHa Bia3Ha4yae AeHb cBoei Cobop-
HocTi. Lo Take CoBOpHicTb, Wo BOHa B cobi Hece?
Yomy Ham Tak BaxnuBo cobi ycBigoOMMTU 3MiCT
Uboro NoHATTA? «CnoBo «COBOPHICTLY MU 3HaXo-
Aumo B Hawomy CumBoni Bipu, - NOSCHMB Npono-
BigHUK. — CBATi oTui B Hikei i KoHcTaHTMHONONI,
KONMM XOTiNW OKPecnuTu npukmeTn XpuUCTOBOI
LlepkBw, icnosigyBanu Tak: Bipyl0 B €4UHY, CBATY,
cobopHy i anoctonbebky Liepksy. [locniBHo cnoso
«CoOOpHa» nepeknajaeTbcA «katonuubkay. Lle
O3Hayae, wWo Xpuctoc 3acHyBaB OAHY-E€AUHY
LlepkBy».

[Onsa Hac, ykpaiHuiB, kaxe BnaxeHHiwun Cesito-
CNnaB, CNOBO «COBOPHICTb» MAE Le iHIWEe 3HAYEHHS.
3okpema, UbOrOo OHA MM BiA3Ha4aeMo nam'ATb
icTopuyHoi nogii — [leHb 3nyku. «Ha Codpilicbkomy
MaiaaHi B eauHY coOOpHY aepxaBy 6yna 06’egHaHa
YkpaiHcbka HapogHa Pecnybnika i 3axigHa
YkpaiHcbka HapogHa Pecny6nika. Haw ykpaiHcbkui
Hapog, IkMM BNpoAoBX icTopii OyB nowmaToBaHUi
MiX Ppi3HUMKM imnepisimu, HapewTi 3[00yB CBOK
AepxaBy, 40 KOTPOI BXOAWUNM BCi Ti, O XOTINKN XUTK
B €AVHIN, BiNbHIN i He3anexHin YkpaiHi», - po3nosiB
naBa LiepkBu.

(Oenapmamerm iHgpopmauii YIKL)

Letter from Fr. Ray Jan. 25, 2014 A.D.

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Dear
(say your name right here for your very own personal letter)

It is with great joy that | am able, once again, to
greet you and send your very own letter for this
week. I've spoken to a number of people over the last
several days, especially as | go out to bless homes,
and you have been telling me how important this
little note is, and how you look forward to getting
“your letter” every week. Thank you for your kind
words! Whatever good you find here, or however you
are better able to see the Lord, give God the glory! |
know | am only his instrument. It makes me very
happy to know you enjoy this “letter about nothing.”

As priest | am, as the little kid in the back of the
church once said, “Fr. Ray, the Blesser Guy.” The
priest is indeed called to bless, and it is with great
joy that | minister to you as “a Blesser Guy.” | do
rejoice when | can bring the presence, blessing and
love of Almighty God to you, whether it be in these
words of your letter, or the priestly blessing into
your hand, or the blessings of the Liturgy over your
bowed heads, or coming into your homes with the
holy Jordan Water. Thank you for allowing me to
bless you and yours. It is great to feel like a
priest.....it is great to be a priest! God bless you and
keep you and make His face shine upon you and
grant you His Peace!

| hope your priest was able to make it to your
house for that special blessing and re-dedication of
your home and family to Almighty God. You do
realize that if you would like your house blessed, and
Father hasn’t been there yet, it is ok for you to call
him and make an appointment. Take my word for it,
he will be very glad to come. We always hope to get
to every house, but weather or some other obligation
or call causes a change in schedule and before you
know it, it is Lent. But please call, and we will come!

The carrying of the Jordan water to our homes is
one of our very beautiful traditions. | think perhaps a
long time ago it may have been a bit easier to take

the blessing to the homes, especially if it was a small
village in “the Old Country.” In those days the com-
munity would finish the water blessing at the church,
or by the river, and return to their homes. Shortly
after that, usually on the same day, the priest and the
cantor would be out blessing the homes. Now we’ve
all got our schedules and things to do, and also
nearly every house is a bit of a drive to get to, so it
is a little more time consuming, but that’s what we
do. We're “Blesser Guys” and we want to come.

| ran out of space last week and kind of abruptly
ended your letter as | wrote about abortion and our
spineless, godless politicians, who keep promoting
the killing of babies. | was referring to a bill that the
present governor of New York, and at least two
before him, have been trying to get passed. It has ten
points, nine of which are mostly good, but the tenth
is simply an expansion of abortion on demand. So
far it has not been able to pass, thank God. However,
as | said, it has been there for many years as they
chip away, chip away and continue to attack
innocent life. This so called Women’s Equality Act is
supported by Naral and Planned Parenthood so
Christians should take note of that fact. If those
groups are for something, most likely it is against
our faith and our belief in the sanctity of life.

All people of faith must be ever vigilant and ready
to fight for the protection life from conception to
natural death. Today is Wednesday January 21 as |
write, and Washington, D.C. is rapidly filling with
pilgrims of all ages, from all over this land. | take this
opportunity to remind you of it, even though the
actual march will be over when you are reading these
lines. Thousands upon thousands of young and old,
faithful Christians of many denominations gather
each year to protest the Roe vs. Wade decision,
whereby abortion on demand became the law of the
land. Not only do they protest and demand repeal of
that dastardly law, but perhaps more importantly
they also become our conscience.

We are once again very clearly reminded about the
horror and destruction of the evil attack on our lives
and our country. Once again we are called to fight


http://www.cepagallery.org/portfolio/wake-cry-revisiting-ukraine-lukia-costello/
http://www.cepagallery.org/portfolio/wake-cry-revisiting-ukraine-lukia-costello/

against those who attack life. That side, as | wrote
above, never rests in the battle, and neither should
we. All of us need to be reminded of this and then
ask ourselves, “What am | doing to protect human
life?” We all can’t leave our jobs and homes to
march, even for this one or two days, but all of us
can, and should, have an everyday commitment to
the cause of Life. Then, after asking the question,
“What am | doing to protect human life?”, we will
need to follow up and commit ourselves every single
day, especially with prayer. “It is necessary to
reassert the strongest opposition to every direct
attack on life, especially innocent and defenseless
life, and the unborn child in the womb is the
definition of innocence. Every Christian is
responsible for this evangelical witness: to protect
life in all its stages with courage and love.” Pope
Francis to Prolife Activists, 4/11/14.

“Without life, nothing else matters!” This is a
quote, from a pro-life website in Stephenson, IL
which | found one night as | was surfing the web. |
think it is so very true. If we have little or no care for
life, then everything else falls apart...nothing else
matters. To prove that statement, all we need to do
is to look around our town, country and world. Many
years ago people like Fr. John Corapi, Mother
Theresa, Pope John Paul Il warned us in many ways
that as long as abortion and the culture of death
prevailed, then our country would be on the road to
destruction. To prove that point, just look around
you....turn on the TV news, read the paper, talk to
those with whom you live and work. Yes, the world
is on the path to destruction unless we change and
repent. To prove that statement, hear the word of the
Lord! “I call heaven and earth to record this day
against you, that | have set before you, life and
death, blessing and cursing: therefore, choose life,
that both thou and thy seed may live.” Deuteronomy
30:19 A Prayer for Victims of Abortion: “O most
merciful and compassionate Lord Christ our Savior.
Son of God we entreat Thee, most gracious Master:
look with compassion upon Thy children who have
been condemned to death by the unjust judgment of

men. And as Thou hast promised to bestow the
heavenly kingdom on them born of water and the
Spirit, and who in blamelessness of life have been
translated unto Thee, and Who said, “Suffer the little
children to come unto me, for of such is the kingdom
of heaven”-we humbly pray, according to Thy
unfailing promise: Grant the inheritance of Thy
kingdom to the multitude of spotless infants who
have been cruelly murdered in the abortuaries of this
land; for Thou art the resurrection and the life and
the repose of Thy servants and of these innocents,
O Christ our God.

Turn the hearts of those who seek to destroy Thy
little ones. We beseech Thee to pour forth Thy
healing grace upon them, that they may be convicted
in their hearts and turn from evil ways. Remember all
of them that kill our children as on the altars of
Moloch, and render not unto them according to their
deeds, but according to Thy great mercy convert
them-the unbelieving that they may turn from evil
and do good.

O Holy Master, Almighty Father and pre-eternal
God, Who alone made and directs all things; Who
rises up quickly against the evil of the impious ones,
Who by providence, teaches Thy people preservat-
ion of justice and the obliteration of evil on earth;
Who condescends to raise up warriors for the pro-
tection of the people of God: we entreat Thee with
compunction, that as Thou didst give David power to
defeat Goliath, and as Thou didst condescend
through Judas Maccabeus, to seize victory from the
arrogant pagans who would not call on Thy Name;
so too, grant protection to us, Thy servants against
enemies rising against us as we go forth to do
spiritual battle against the evil one and those who do
his will, rather than Thine. For Thou art a merciful
God, and lovest mankind, and unto Thee do we as-
cribe glory, to the Father, and to the Son and to the
Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen. Have a blessed week, my Dear One! You are
one of God’s warriors! This day we choose LIFE!
May our Holy Lady Protect you beneath her heavenly
mantle! In His Love, Fr. Ray

3 papia "Muaocepannri Gamapannu"
DOopori papio cnyxaui!

OpHa i3painbcbka nereHga po3noBigae npo
BoJiogaps, Wo NoavBNRAB AUBHI pevi, aki gianuca
HaBkorno Mo#uces. ToMy Haka3aB BiH ManspeBi HaMa-
NIOBaTU MOPTPET LbOro Npopoka i 3akoHoaaBuS.
Konu TBip O6yB rotoBMit, BONogap CKnukas yCix CBO-
iX MygpeuiB i ckasaB, W06 onucatm ocoby, ska
300paxeHa Ha MOPTpeETi.

Mygpeui Mmaiixe ogHoronocHo Bignosinu: "Lis
ocoba MycuTb OyTU 3MOYMHLEM, OCKINbKM 3 1Oro
nuus 6'e 6axxaHHA BNacHOCTI, HeCcnpaBeANMBICTb Ta
3no". Lle ayxe 3auByBano Bonoaaps, ToMy BUPILIMB
cam nitn go Molices, WwWo6 Ha HLOro MOAUBUTMICS.

MpubyBwM Ha nycTuHIO, nokasaB Moiceesi
nopTpet i ckasas: "Moi Myapeli BBaxXatoTb, WO THU
Mycuw OyTu 3nogieM, oCKinbku 3 TBOro nuua 6'e
OaxaHHA BNacHOCTI, HecnpaBeANMBICTb Ta 310. Ane
A 6ayy, WO BOHN MeHe 0OMaHynu, T X BEeNUKUA B
Boxux ovyax!"

Ha ue Moiicei BignosiB: "TBoi MyapeLi He oOMa-
HioBanu Tebe, 60 5 Howy B cobi BCi Ui pucu. Ane
Focnogb [o03BONMB MeHi mobauyuTn cebe iHWKUMKU
ounma. A € Takum, Ak onucanm Tobi TBOI MypapeLi,
ane BOAHOYAC TaKOX KMMOCb iHIWMM: A OTpUMaB
cBoe XutTa Big Bora!"

HeogHopa3oBO Haw nornsp 3ynUHAETLCA Ha
30BHilWHLOMY BUrnAAi peyei yu ocib. Ha ocHoBi
LbOro CNOCTEPEXEeHHs cTapalcs 30ydyBaT CBOE
0ayeHHs WoA0 LbOro npeameTy Yu ocobu. Ane uu
MOSl OLiHKa Bignosigae pivicHocTi? Bignosiab
MOXHa BifHaWTW ¥ CbOrOAHiLLHIK EBaHreni.

Micns cueHW y3O0OpOBREHHA CRiNUSA €BaHrenuct
lNlyka nopae ypuBoK 3 XmuTTA 3akxes, HiOU xoue
BKa3aTW Ha NeBHUI 3B'A30K LMX ABOX nocTaTen. 3ak-
xei byB 6araTum 4onoBikom, NpautoBaB AK MUTap,
TOOTO TOM, KU 36MpPaB NOJATKM 3 NM0AEN, a HaBITb
OyB ronosol Hag MuTapaMu. 3 neplioro nornsay
MOXeMO Biapa3y AaTtv neBHy "OUiHKY" npo HbOro.
BiH npautoe ans ypsaay i mu ctapanu 6 ca o6epexHo
3 HAM FOBOPUTU @ MO MOXITMBOCTi OMUHATH MOTO.

Yu Ha nopo3i BeNMKOro nocTy, AKUN NOBONI HaCTy-
nae, xo4a e pi3AB’fAHUA Yac He MUHYB, | MU FOTOBI
BiAYMHMTK ABepi Hawoil Aywi, i BNycTMTM XpucTa go
cepeAvHM, 3aNpOCUTU MOTO Ha FOCTUHY, NpubpaTu
BiANOBIAHO i WeApo po3aaTv BignoBigHi nogapyH-
Kn? Yu 3moxeMo ckasaTu: “NonoBUHY po3daMm i B
yeTBEpO MOBEPHY”, i “3Hal0 WO HIYOrO MeEHi He
OpakyBatume”. 'ocnoab 3papgie 3 Takoro Haworo
HacTaBNeHHs i CKaXe HaMm, Lo CrnaciHHA 3iMLWNo i Ha
Haw gim.

“Koro oOpa3uB y4yeTBepo noBepHy” ckasaB 3ak-
Xel. 3anuTaMocs Koro mu obpasunu, Koro CKpme-
AUNKU, KOrO OYOPHUNM, KOrO HEHaBMAMMO, KOMY
X04YeMo BiANnaTUTUCA YYETBEPO, Bif KOro NoABiliHO
3abpatu... Ane MOXeMO HamagHaTi, NPUBEpPHYTH
CMOKili, ouMcTUTK cebe, NPOCTUTU TUM LLO NPOBUHM-
NACA NPOTK HAC i WyKaTU NPOLLEHHA Y TUX NPOTK
AKUX MU NPOBUHUNMUCA. | konu 6 Hawi rpixu Oynu Ak
OarpsHMuA vepBoOHi, Xpuctoc ix BUGINUTL HEMOB
CHir i 3rapyBatu He 6yae i Mv 3HOB byaemo ioro 6pa-
TaMu i cecTpamu i ynobneHumu aitbmMu BeeBuw-
HLOTO.

locnoab i Hac 3Hae, | 6aynTb Hac Hackpisb, po3y-
Mi€ yci Hawi TpyaHoLi, i 4O Hac 3anpowyeTbes Y
rocTuHy, 60 xo4e HaM NPUHECTU CMOKIN i pagicTb.
Mpuimim ioro go cebe, 3aBedim Moro Ao HambinbL
CKPUTUX 3aKyTKiB Haworo cepus. Xau BiH ocenuTbCA
Tam i 3BigTaM BUNPOMIHIOE CBITNOM Bipu, Ana TUX
wo Bora wykatoTb, CBITNOM Hagii ANA TMX WO ii He
MaloTb, CBIiTNIOM NIOOOBI, ANSA TUX AKUX HEHaBUCTb
onaHyBana.

LlikaBicTb npuBena 3akxes go Xpucra i BiH noyas
HMM Xu1TU. Xal i Hac nopiOHa LikaBicTb npuBeae Ao
po3n’aToro wob i M1 Gpanu yyacTb y MOro papocTi
M0 BOCKPECIHHIO.

3ycTpiy rpiwHuKa 3 IcycoM nepemiHse rpiHMKa,
nepeMiHsie Hac, 60 KOXHMM 3 HacC € rPilULHMKOM Nnepen
Borom. He moxHa 3 TaKkoi 3ycTpiui BepTtaTuca TO
TOro, Wo 6yno nepewkoAok Ha Aoposi ao bora. B
KOXHOIO 3ycTpiyi 3 Focnogom 4yeMo crnoBa, AKUMU
BiH npomoBuB po 3akxes: «CborogHi Ao TBOro
cepus cnaciHHA npuAwno». AMiHb

Xpucroc Paxpgaetbca! Cnasite Woro!



The Blessings of Homes
| will attempt to bless as many homes as
possible this year. If for some reason he
does not make it to your home and you
want your house blessed, or if you would
like a certain time of day, please let me

know.
* % %

BnarocnoseHH [JomiB
MocTapatoca BigBigaTM 3 6narocnoseH-
HAM gomiB. AKwo He Oyay y Bac a xoTinm
ou, wo 6 A npunwos, abo € npodnema va-
Cy Yepe3 npauo — NPOCMMO AaTh 3HATH i
nocraparocs NPU1TK y BiaNOBIAHWI Yac.

The Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate cordially invite you to St.
Mary’s Villa, on Sunday, February 8t as
we celebrate the Year of Consecrated
Life as declared by Pope Francis. We
encourage you to “Come and See” and
visit with the Sisters Servants for an
afternoon. The Open House is from
11:00 am — 4:00 pm. The address is 150
Sisters Servants Lane, Sloatsburg, NY
10974. A schedule of the day is posted.
If you would like to join us or have any
questions regarding this day, please call
Sr. Kathleen at 845-753-2840 or email at
srkath25@gmail.com by February 2,
2015. We would like to plan accordingly
for the number people attending the
Divine Liturgy and lunch.

Thoughts about Humility

“These are the few ways we can practice humility:
To speak as little as possible of one's self.

To mind one's own business.

Not to want to manage other people's affairs.

To avoid curiosity.

To accept contradictions and correction cheerfully.
To pass over the mistakes of others.

To accept insults and injuries.

To accept being slighted, forgotten and disliked.
To be kind and gentle even under provocation.
Never to stand on one's dignity.

To choose always the hardest.” (Mother Teresa)

“True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is
thinking of yourself less.” (C.S. Lewis)

“As long as you are proud you cannot know God.
A proud man is always looking down on thing and
people: and, of course, as long as you are looking
down you cannot see something that is above you.”

(C.S. Lewis)

“There is nothing noble in being superior to your
fellow man; true nobility is being superior to your
former self.” (Ernest Hemingway)

“I believe that the first test of a great man is his
humility. | don't mean by humility, doubt of his
power. But really great men have a curious feeling
that the greatness is not of them, but through them.
And they see something divine in every other man
and are endlessly, foolishly, incredibly merciful.”

(John Ruskin)

“If, when stung by slander or ill-nature, we wax
proud and swell with anger, it is a proof that our
gentleness and humility are unreal, and mere
artificial show.” (Francis de Sales)

“The more humble and obedient to God a man is,
the more wise and at peace he will be in all that he
does.” (Thomas a Kempis)

“Never curse a fall. The ground is where humility
lives.” (Yasmin Mogahed)

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Today is the Sunday of the Publican and the
Pharisee. It also marks a formal beginning to our
preparation for the Great Lent. Therefore, we are
now in a period of time to make ready ourselves -
only few more weeks.
Next week follows the
Prodigal Son, then the
Sunday of Last Judgment, %
and lastly the Sunday of ;.
Forgiveness. This time is
given for us to reflect upon
what it is that we need to
do to improve ourselves.
In today's Gospel reading,
two men come to temple to
pray. One man is a
Pharisee, and the other
man a publican. While the
Pharisee felt obligated out of habit and common
display; the publican approaches with humility,
teaching us how we should pray within the House of
God. The Pharisee was a man who revered himself
above others, and further believed that his fasting
and tithing made him great among men. "God, /
thank you that | am not like other men. | fast twice a
week, and | tithe from all that | receive.” The
Pharisee was so confident of his own righteousness,
that he looked down on everyone else around him,
including the publican, and this is the exact reason
why Jesus preached today’s parable: to reach out to
those who are proud or those who think that their
own goodness makes them righteous before
God. Righteousness is not something that we can
obtain for ourselves. Only the publican understood
that righteousness and mercy come from God's
goodness alone. The publican stood at a distance
and would not even look up to Heaven. He beat his
chest repeatedly, deeply aware of his sinfulness,
and bowed his head as he fell to his knees praying,
“Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner!" The publican

The Pharisee and The Pablieay
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Lake 18:9-14

was able to see that without God's mercy, he could
not be saved.

In order to fully understand the lesson we must
see that the Pharisee was not completely wrong and
the publican was not completely right, and yet as the
Gospel tells us, one of
them was justified and the
other was not. The most
important  line  from
today’s parable serves as
both a lesson and a stern
warning: “Everyone who
exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who
humbles himself will be
exalted”. There is some of
the pride of the Pharisee
and some of the humility
of the publican in each of
us. To a greater or lesser degree, we are all called
by Jesus in today’s Gospel to make that journey
from pride to humility. That is why in the parable the
humble publican who asked God for mercy went
home at peace with God and why the proud Pharisee
did not. The publican goes to the temple in humility.
It is above all in his prayer that we see his
repentance, “O God, be merciful to me a sinner.”
(Luke 18:13) Unlike the Pharisee, he did not try to
conceal who he really was or put on false pretenses
to hide his real self from God. He came to the Lord
completely vulnerable and aware of his
shortcomings, and God met him where he was and
lifted him up, so he went home justified and at peace.
Jesus further warns us, "When you pray, do not be
like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in
the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen
by men" (Matthew 6:5). The publican, he knew he
was a sinner, he knew he was far from God in his life,
so he came to the temple with the sole purpose of
asking the Lord for mercy, whereas the Pharisee
came out of obligation and to appear great before
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others. This parable forces us to look deep within
ourselves and ask: Why do we come to Church to
pray? When we prepare to come to Church, are we
more preoccupied with who will see us than we are
about connecting with God?

There was a little boy who was kneeling by his bed
with his mother to say his nighttime prayers. He
began to shout at the top of his lungs, "Dear God, |
have been real good this year so please let me get a
new bicycle for my birthday." His mother said, "Son,
God is not deaf, you do not need to yell." To which
the boy replied, "God is not deaf but grandmais, and
she is sitting in the next room." All of our acts of
personal devotion must be sacred and personal -
not intended for the listener but rather God - for the
man or woman, who does not seek our Lord outside
the temple, will surely lose sight of Him within. Our
prayer is a constant communion with the Lord who
never fails to hear our innermost appeal. “Lord,
have mercy on me, a sinner.” Prayer marks our point
of transcendence, from the human consciousness to
the Divine Presence, the point at which we can
completely surrender our heart and soul to God. But
only a humble heart may truly be exalted, for only
humility directs us beyond our sins and offenses,
and points us toward the Lord who is all
merciful. Genuine worship does involve spectators,
but only an audience of one. When we come to
Church to pray, we should only be concerned about
developing our relationship with the Lord. Prayer
and humility become the ways by which we struggle
to be with God.

There was a very wealthy entrepreneur named
Thomas, a well-known industrialist who travelled
throughout the world negotiating multi-million dollar
business deals. Thomas had many hired hands over
the years. One of which was a man named Martin.
He had been Thomas’ limousine driver for the past
30 years; he went with Thomas on most of his trips
and chauffeured him around from place to place. A
few years ago Martin retired, Thomas was overseas

as usual for some important business venture, when
he heard word that Martin had passed away. As
soon as he received the news, Thomas canceled his
meetings and immediately returned home. He went
without delay to Martin’s home and met with his
family, expressing his sincere heartfelt condolences
over their loss. He then asked the family something
extraordinary, he wanted to know if he could
personally  transport
Martin to his final
resting place after the
funeral services. When
Martin’s family agreed,
Thomas had his limou-
sine decorated with the
finest flowers, the same
limousine that Martin
had chauffeured Tho-
mas around in for many
years. Then Thomas,
himself, drove Martin
and his family in the
limousine on their
journey from the church
to the cemetery. When
later asked about it,
Thomas replied that
Martin had served him
faithfully day and night,
and that this was the
least he could do for the
man he had grown fond
of and was eternally
grateful to. Thomas further added that Martin was a
hardworking and devoted man who rose up from
poverty and educated both his children very well. |
just wonder how many people today would humble
themselves in such a way as to drop everything and
do such a thoughtful and kind deed for someone
who worked beneath them. It isn’t every day that
those with great power show great humility.

“For all those who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be
exalted.” (Luke 18:14) Those who are proud or
boastful do not realize that everything they have
comes from God. None of us has anything that was
not first given to us by God; we have all been
purchased for the Father at a great price. Christ died
on the cross for you and for me, and for the person
sitting next to us and
the people living in our
home, and also for the
neighbors we may not
always get along with,
the people who
perhaps annoy us at
work, and even those
persons who have hurt
us deeply. Christ died
for all of humanity, so
we are all equally
precious in the eyes of
God. Unfortunately, in
today’s society it does
not always work like
that, which is probably
why so many of our
teens and young adults
act as if the world owes
them so much. But
equality is Jesus’ plan
for His kingdom where
we are all equally loved
before God - no matter
who we are or where we
come from. St. Paul
writes: “Continue yourself in the things that you
have learned and have been assured of, knowing of
whom you have learned them.” When we come
before God, whether in Church or in prayer, we
should come humbly, acknowledging our sinfulness
without any excuses of righteousness or false
pretenses. Let us simply pray as the publican did in
today’s Gospel: “Lord, be merciful to me, a sinner."

It was King David who prayed in Psalm 50: "Have
mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing
love; according to your great compassion blot out
my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and
cleanse me from my sins."” God will always welcome
those who humbly trust in His mercy and
righteousness. With today’s Gospel reading, the
Church is trying to prepare us so we can look inside
ourselves, and learn more about our own
relationship with God, since Lent will soon be upon
us. We need to preserve ourselves with patience
and charity. The Lord said, “Be perfect as your
Heavenly Father is perfect." When someone smites
us we are to turn the other cheek, and, if our enemy
has us go with him one mile, we are told to go with
him two. The Word tells us what seem to be
impossible things, but Christ also taught us: “What
is impossible for man is possible with God.”
Through our knowledge and faith in Christ, we can
come before the Lord with the assurance that He
forgives our sins and listens to our prayers. My
brothers and sisters, may the presence of the
Almighty in our lives, guide us through our coming
Lenten journey, through the Passion of Christ, and
onward to His Glorious Resurrection.

-




