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GHURGH BULLETIN
February 8 — PN —
IEPKOBHHUM BRIGHUK >

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
4:30 PM +Tekla Moczerniak (Family)

8 JIiotoro

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
(ITixg Omnikoro I1./1.M.)

HOP’S[I[OK CB. JITYPI'IA

8 Ilrotoro: Hepnina BnyaHoro CuHa

Feb. 8 Meat-Fare Sunday - M’siconycHa Hegins

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH — For Parishioners
Monday, February 9 Iltotoro, MoHeainok
9:00 AM +Mary Bumbar - 40 day (Family)
Tuesday, February 10 Jltotoro, BiBTopok
8:15AM Int of Norma DuBois
Wednesday, February 11 lliotoro, Cepena
9:00 AM +Dorothy Kordrupel (~40 day)
Thursday, February 12 Jltotoro, Yetsep
9:00 AM +Mary Beth Sukmann

(Michelle, Michael Michalow)
Friday, February 13 JTltotoro, [M’aTHUUA
5:00 PM Intention of donor

10:00 p. +Onbra bacapab (49 Binain CYA)

15 Ilrotoro: M'aconycHa Hegins

10:00 p. +®epip Manix (apyxuHa Mans)
\AABAABALA R AL A A AN/
Valentine’ s Fusv Night

Fundraiser to Benefit ATO
& Ukrainian War Victims

DJ Music — Dancing - Dessert

S Photos - Games & Fun
at. January 14 Jliotoro Cy6oTa
9:00 AM +Katherine & Michael Chort Cash Bar - Lottery Raffle
(Marianne)
4:30 PM  +John & Mary Colomon Champagne
(Alex & Nadine Burkholder) .
Feb. 15 Cheese-Fare Sunday - CuponycHa Hegins [_)ate' Feb 14
12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH - For Parishioners Time: 6:00 PM
The Eternal Light burns in mem. of Price $30 or 2 for $50
+Mary Beth Sukmann :
Requ. by Janina (Yanka) Everett Info and Tickets:
Biuxe CgiTno B 4ecTb I1.[.M. roputh 3a 71.6 -847-1.281
Ukrainian Credit Union
March 2279 — One Liturgy at 10 AM  info@UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Annual Parish Meeting

PiyHe IMapoxisinbHe 3acidaHHs
22 bepesHs, 2015

Ukrainian Center DNIPRO,
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204

YVV VYV VYV VYV VVVYY

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawnryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Em broidery

photos on facebook.com jahawryluk@gmail.com

Nick Hurmak

OQWNIR
(716) 316-2540

112 DELAWARE ¢
TONAWANDA, NY, 415
FAX: (716) 260125

WWW. redstarautomotlve com

PHONE 893-1025

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors -
LS

)
.
Pieotszak o

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors


mailto:info@UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN Y. YkpPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OEAEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 - Toll free 877-968-7828

www.rufcu.org

Monday & Tuesday 9:30 am - 4 pm | Wednesday
9:30 am - 2pm | Thursday 9:30 am - 6 pm|
Friday 9:30 am — 7 pm | Saturday 9:00 — 1 pm|

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save

money with lower rates on loans, make money

with higher interest on your savings, and save
time with our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE CERTI-
FICATES | MONEY MARKET | LOANS | MORTGAGES
[VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | MONEYGRAM |
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE TRANSFERS
| ONLINE SERVICES | NOTARY PUBLIC |

NMEPCOHAIJBbHI TA BISHECOBI

®IHAHCOBI Nocnyru
OLLAAHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKWU | CEPTUDIKATH |
MM | NO3WUKW | KPEAUTU HA HEPYXOMICTD |
NAATPKHI KAPTKU VISA | MONEYGRAM |
FPOLLIOBI MEPEKA3U | ENEKTPOHHI MOCNYTU |
NOCNYrn HOTAPIYCA|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

LLio6 poBipaTuca GinbLe iHhopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbas B rpomagi,
Mpocumo BigBinaTH Be6-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find
More information and events
In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, J
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of:

Bologna # Sslami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese  Garli Sausage  Smoked &sh
European Beer  Kefir/Butter  Condiments # Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varietics
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)

Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese » European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd,, Ao 2321 Millersport Hwy.

Cheektawa?3 a, NY (i'uAfrpartP!ﬂzu} ﬁ ‘-ﬁf@ Amhtérng(GﬁuéigPlam}

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every
Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thank you for your donations!

We welcome your comments.

UYu BM cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepeaayy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHuH»
Hepgins, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM? CepaeyHo
AAKYEMO 32 NOXEPTBM.

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

Mpocumo niaTpymysatu PigHy LiepkBy
TanaHTamu, 4acom i noxepTBamu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* % %

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTy Bali MOGINbHI
Tenedonu nigyac Cearoi Jlitypri.

~ CworogHi CB. Jlityprisi 3a “The Vibrant Parish...”

Cs.. lNam. Onbry bacapa6
3aMOBneHa
49-um Bippinom CYA.

49-un Bipain CYA
Lupo 3anpowye Bac Ha
cmauyHui 06ig, 15-oro
IMoT0ro2015 p. no Cs..
NMityprii B uepksi cB. Mukons. Mpocumo
$10.00 gaTok 3a 06ia. Mpowy NpUATK i
NPOBECTH NPMEMHO Yac B KON npuaTenis.

UNWLA Branch 49 invites you to lunch on
Sunday, February 15, 2015after 10:00 am
Liturgy. Price is $10.00. Please come and
spend an enjoyable time among friends and
parishioners.

CTUNEHAINHA AKLIA 49-TO

BIAAINY CYA NOBIAOMIIAE,
LL|0 3 1-FO NKOTOrO 2015 POKY,
PO3MOYUHAEMO 3BIPKY HA
“CTUNEHAIMHUA ®OHA, CYA” ANS
HE3AMOXHOI MOnofl B YKPATHI.

YEKU MOXXHA BUMUCIBATH:

UKRAINIAN NATIONAL WOMENS
LEAGUE. MUHYNOPIYHI 3BITU € Y
PE®EPEHTOK CTUMEHAIN:

3ipka AunwmnH-banyi - 668-9504
Ta Okcana Cangut - 832-9331

Serving One’s Neighbor

Another important element, which expresses the inner
nature of the Church and reveals the vibrancy of a parish
is diakonia, which means serving in love or performing
“charitable activity.” This service to our neighbor flows
from our rootedness in Christ. Active love of neighbor is
the vocation and task of each Christian without exception.
It is only faith, acting in love, which leads us to salvation
(see Gal. 5:6). Faith without works is dead (see James
2:26). “As you did it to one of the least of these my
brethren, you did it to me” (Mat. 25:40), — says the Lord
Jesus.

Let us look around us - in this world there is so much
tragedy and poverty, so much loneliness and sorrow, pain
and suffering! All the challenging circumstances of our
life on earth — these are for us an invitation to active love,
which is an expression of living faith. The Lord wants to
open our eyes to the suffering world so that we might
learn to truly love and to express God's love to our
neighbor — by our attention to them, by our sincere
sympathy, support, by our words of encouragement and
good cheer, but mainly, through acts of mercy. It is only
then that we can consider ourselves vibrant Christians
and our parishes can become places where care is given
to the orphan, protection for the widow, help for the poor,
and where the suffering of the sick is shared. Thus we will
reveal to the world the maternal face of the Church and
will become the living sign of the presence of God among
humankind, according to the words of St. Augustine: “If
you see charity, you see the Trinity.” (To be cont.)


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

3 papia "Muaocepannri Gamapannu"

bartbku Tiwarcsa ceoimu Aitbmu. CTaparoTbea
3aBXAW BUXOBYBATH IX y cTpaci boxim, BuBectu
iX, TaK 6u moBuTH, B nioau. Buatb ix 3aBxau
YyecHO npautoBaTi, borosi noBcAKYacCHO MonK-
TUCA, NOBaXaTW CTapLMX i MONOAWMNM
paBatv fobpui npuknaa. Hikoro He
KPUBAUTY, WIAHYBaTH Yyxe i CBOro
He uypatucsa. BukopuctoByBaTu
po6pi Haroawm wWob aodpo pobutu.
He Tpatutn uyacy Ha HenoTpiGHi
peyi. 3HaTU KUM BOHM €.

CboropHi Tak 3BaHa Hepgins 6nya-
Horo cuHa. MoBa TyT npo Aob6poro
0aTbka Ta ABOX MOr0 CHHIB.

CTapwmin CUH iWOB NOCTINHO NPaBUNBbHUM
WNSAXOM, rapyBaB Ha noni Big paHa Ao Beyopa.
BiH 3HaB CBOI 3aBAaHHSA i, BigNOBIAHO X BMKO-
HyBaB. baTbku HUM B AiNCHOCTI paginu, Tiwwm-
nucs ioro ycnixamu i nepeabayanu Ans HLoro
CBIiTNY ManbyTHICTb.

Monopawwui cUH He po3ymiB y YoMy MOro 3aB-
AaHHSA, Ta WO Mae podutu y xuTTi. Mopiwme BiH,
Lo He Oyae pabom iHWHKX, Wob Noro BUKOPMCTO-
ByBanu. owo 1womy cnyxatu, Hasilo npaLyo-
BaTu. Ta X noro 6aTbku bGararti. Yce matoThb, Lo
Aywa 3abaxae, a 3aaeTbes Taki ckyni. Konucb
TO BiH 6axaB noBMCUNUTMCA 3i CBOIMU TOBapH-
wamu, i NpocuB rpoien, a 6aTbkn YoMyCb He
xotinu aatu. Kazanu nomy, wob BiH cam cobi
3apoOMB Ha CBOi po3Baru, AKWO BiH iX KOHYe
notpedye. 3aBxau iMm Mano, xan cami Ha cebe
TPOXM NONpaLOTh...

| 3axapaB CBOK YaCTMHY MalHa, BiH 4yXOro
He Xoue, ane TiNbKK TO, WO NOMY HaNeXuTbCS.
OueBugHo, Hikonu He noaymaB 6u npo ue, WO
BiH TOro He 3apobuB, ane Aoopuin 6aTbko BAO-
BiNbHAE MOro GaxaHHW, i CUH pagicHo Bigxo-
AUTb Bif CBOro oMy, y AKOMy BiH He byB BfoO-
BONEHM, 60 oMy 3a4aBanocs, WO HiXTO MOro

Tam He no6us. Bci xBanunu ctapworo 6para, a
NPO HLOro HeMOB 3abyBanu, Hapikanu Ha Hboro,
00 BiH HiOK TO nepawwmin. HapewTi BU3BONUBCA.
Moxe pobuTu Wwo 3axoye. Biginwos y nanekun
Kpau, rpowi Mae i npuaTenis 3’aBunocs 6araro.
Yci noro tTenep xBansTb, NOBaXawTb, He
LypalTbCA 3 HUM BUNUTU. YyeTbeA
BiH fIK y HeOi, i He xanie Hiyoro. BiH
BinbHuW. BiH wacnueui. BiH 3Hae
Wo pobutb, i He Mae Yyum TypbyBa-
THCA, 60 CbOroAHi BiH iHWKUM Jace, a
3aBTpa, AKWo Oyae noTpibHO, BOHK
omy Big papyTh i Bce Oyae rapasg. |
TaK NoBoOni, rpoLwwi Bigxoaunu i Biginw-
NN, a 3 HUMK | KOTO NpuATeNi, | BXe Hikoro
He 3anuwunnocs, Wo Mir 6m 4u xoTtiB O6u oMy
AOMNOMOITH, KONU FronoA 3anaHyBaB Y Uil KpaiHi.
3BepraBca BiH go 6aratbox, ane Ti, WO WOro
nepea TUM XBanunu Tenep HacMixanucs 3 Hbo-
ro, Ti WO A0 Ti€i camol YapKK 3arnsganu pasom,
Tenep BiABEPTAOTLCSA, He MOB OM MOro HiKonK 1
He 6ayunu, a iHwWi konu 6 1 XoTinu gonoMorTu
He Manu 3BigKu.
| 3po3ymiB HewacHui, wo cranocs. Mpuragas
K iomy 6yno gobpe B aomi Moro 6atbka, a BiH
TOro He 3aBBaxyBaB. Moro nio6unu Tam, a BiH
He Le He 3BepTaB yBaru. Tenep po3’scHunocs,
ane Bxe Moxe OyTu 3ani3Ho. BiH BXe B TOMy
AOMi Hiyoro Hemae. Ta paau He Byno i monoa-
WWIA CUH pillacTbC BEPHYTUCA Ha3ap, nepen-
poCUTK CBOIX BaTbKIB i NTONPOCUTM B HUX AKOICH
poboTu, Wwob BuKKUTM. Moxe 6aTbko 3MUNYETD-
cA Hag HUM. BiH 3HaHWK 3i cBOro munocepas.
| BUpywae B ganeky popory Hasag, A0 CBOro
pigHoro cena. MnsHye, AK NpMCTYNUTK J0 GaTb-
Ka, Wo Momy ckasaTu. Sk nepenpoLiyBaTy, Wwob
Ha pobpo BuiAwno. Ckaxe BiH 0aTbKOBI:
«3rpiwmB A npote Heba i npotu Tede. He rigHumn
HasuBaTucA Ginblwe TBOIM CMHOM, ane NPUUMKU
MeHe, AKLO TBOSA nacka, Ao cede y Haumu"...

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact Elaine,
Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN is now open.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
We need your help in the kitchen. Thank you!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall. Please join us!

e Lent starts February 16 according to Gregorian
and February 23 according to Julian Calendar.

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by <) OPS

purchasing Top’s never stops

Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything

by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.

We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynyroum ix BU nomaraeTe LepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y1 BY nnaTtunm
rpilMKU YK KapTOUKOIO, ane LepKBa AictaHe Big

»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepea Ca. Mlitypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi:  3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa [porpama
Cyb6ora - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy
Family members should call the Rectory
PoanHa noBUHHA NOBIOMUTH CBSAILYEHMKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpe6u 3aBxau MoXHa 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpocHMO 3AKAHKATH AKULO BH \f AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

IMPORTANT DATES

Stewardship meeting
Sunday February 15t after 12:00 Liturgy
LT A A LS AR e TR TR
February 21st - Religion (10:00 candle
blessing, Panachyda, talk about lent)
s Y e st Aot
February 26" LUC MEETING 6:30pm

Homes Blessings bnarocnoseHHs [lomiB

| will attempt to bless as many homes as
possible this year. If for some reason he
does not make it to your home and you want
your house blessed, or if you would like a

certain time of day, please let me know.
* % %

MocTapatoca BiaBigaTH 3 OnarocnoBex-
HAM aoMiB. AKwWwo He Oyay y Bac a XoTinu
ou, Wwo 6 A npunwos, abo € npodnema va-
Cy Yepes npauo — NPOCUMO AaTH 3HaATH i
nocraparcsa NPUATK y BiANOBIAHWUN Yac.
L At L A S TR S TR
2015 LUC dues are now payable. Please
make checks ($7.00) payable to
League of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara
Frontier Council.
Dues can be sent to
Ihor Pereyma, 38 Lester St.,
Buffalo, NY 14210

LA Tt LS AR e N RIS e TR e L e
Church Directories are available on
the side of the church where you can
find the calendars.

Suggested donation - $5.00.

Sacraments of Confirmation,
Baptism, and Holy Eucharist

Was bestowed January 24 upon:

Anna-Maria Darmograi
Daughter of Marian & Kateryna (Balanovych)
May our good & loving Lord grant His blessings
of peace, health, and happiness upon Anna

Maria. Congratulations! Mnohaya Lita!

AHHa-Mapis Japmorpan

[Noxbka Map’ana i Katepuxu (banaHoBuu)
npuiHAna B cy6oTy 24 CiyHA TalHU XpeLLeHHs,
muponoma3saHHs i lpeceaToi €EBxapucrTii. Xan
locnoab 6narocnoBuTh WacTaMm i 3gopos'am!
I'paTyntoemo 6aTbkam!

SR e i)
AU

Sacram ntS of Conﬁ métion,
Baptism, and Holy Eucharist
Was bestowed January 25t upon:

Emilia Anna Petri
Daughter of Jeffrey & Khristina (Kashuba)
May our good & loving Lord grant His blessings
of peace, health, and happiness upon Emilia
Anna. Congratulations! Mnohaya Lita!

T S

At

Eminia Anna MeTpi
Hoxbka Mxecppent i Xpuctunum (Kawyoa)
npuiHAna B cy6oTy 25 CiyHA TalHU XpeLeHHs,
muponoma3saHHs i lpeceaToi €EBxapucrii. Xan
locnoab 6narocnoBuTh WacTaMm i 3gopos'am!
I'paTyntoemo 6aTbkam!
Ha MHoras i bnaras Jlita!

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

The Gospels we have read over the past two
Sundays have given us great comfort. The Parable
of the Publican and the Pharisee shows us that
whoever we are and whatever we have done, God's
mercy is sufficient to save us as soon as we humbly
beseech the Lord. The Parable of the Prodigal Son
shows us that God is more than ready to welcome
us home. He is even out there searching for us, a
loving Father waiting for His children to return to
Him. But looking at today's parable about the sheep
and the goats in the Gospel of St. Matthew, we are
forced to consider the Day of Last Judgment. Here
we see Jesus in a different role than the one we
normally like to portray. Jesus is our Lord, He is our
Savior - but he is also our judge. "When the Son of
Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with Him,
He will sit on His throne in heavenly glory" (Matthew
25:31). A further understanding of the scripture is
that all roads lead to judgment, but only one leads to
salvation. God will separate all people, one from
another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats - placing his sheep on his right and the goats
on his left. Therefore, we will all be divided into two
groups based on our actions here on earth - judged
by how we chose to lead our lives. "Verily | say unto
you, in as much as you have done unto one of the
least of my brethren, you have done unto me".
(Matthew 25:40).

God does not cause judgment at any time. God is
love and by His very nature cannot do anything evil,
hateful, or destructive to anyone. Each of us makes
a choice about which road we will travel down, about
the way we will treat others, and about how much
love and energy we will put into our own relationship
with God. From this perspective, Jesus' conversat-
ion with St. Peter takes on new meaning, and shows
us how to prove our love for God, and secure our
Eternal life with Him: “When they had finished
eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of
John, do you truly love me more than these?” “Yes,
Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus
said, “Feed my lambs.” Again Jesus said, “Simon

son of John, do you truly love me?” He answered,
“Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” Jesus said,
“Take care of my sheep.” The third time he said to
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter
was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time,
“Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all
things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, "Then
feed my sheep." (John 21:15-17)

The goats in today's Gospel did not help those
who were in need, they did not feed the sheep of
Israel, they failed to recognize Christ in the people
around them, and they were judged by the Lord
because of it. According to scripture: "If someone
says, 'l love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar;
for he who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?"
(1 John 4:20) If we had known it was you, God, we
would have given the beggar on the corner a dollar,
we would have cooked a casserole when you had
surgery, we would have given you some new
clothes, we would have carried you to the doctor,
and we would have visited you in prison. If the
Bethlehem innkeeper had known that Mary was
about to deliver the long awaited Messiah, he would
have made room for them in the Inn. If the Sanhedrin
had known it was God they were arresting on that
fateful night in Gethsemane, they would have
followed Him instead. If the Roman soldiers had
known it was our Savior they were flogging, they
would have knelt at His feet instead of driving a nail
through them. If we do a kind act simply because we
think that it will assist us in getting to Heaven, then
it was not the love of God that motivated us, but
rather our own selfishness. "For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one
may recompense for their deeds in the body,
according to what they have done"” (Corinthians
5:10).

Of all the beautiful Churches in the world, the
Sistine Chapel in Vatican City is one of the most well-
known and admired. It is also the place where all of
the Cardinals gather to elect a new Pope to lead the
Church. But what you may not know is that one



entire wall of this chapel, directly behind the main
altar, is devoted to Michelangelo’s fresco of the day
of Last Judgment. Several years ago, while visiting
Rome, | spent hours just admiring the sheer beauty
of Michelangelo’s many frescos, but none are as
powerful as his Last Judgment, because it compels
us to really consider how the
Lord will judge us. What will our
merits be? Where did the roads
lead us that we traveled down?
Are we among the goats or the
sheep? | imagine that while all
the great religious leaders of the
Catholic Church have at one
time or another passed through
those walls, none could do so
without contemplating their own
life’s course and wondering if =
they will one day find a place in ¥
the Kingdom of God. “Christ will B
separate His people, one from another, as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats -
placing his sheep on his right and the goats on his
left” (Matthew 25:32). Surely, it is our love or our
lack of love by which we will one day be judged.

As | faced my Maker at the seat of last Judgment,
| knelt before the Lord along with the other souls. In
front of us, laid our lives like the squares of a quilt,
in many piles. An Angel sat before each of us
sewing our quilt squares together into a tapestry that
was to represent our life on earth. But, as my Angel
took each piece of cloth off the pile, | noticed how
ragged and empty each of my squares really
was. They were filled with giant holes. Each square
was labeled with a part of my life that had been
difficult, the challenges and temptations | had
faced. | saw hardships that | had endured, which
were the largest holes of all. | glanced around me. It
seemed as nobody else had such squares. Other
than a tiny hole here and there, the other tapestries
were filled with rich color and the brightest hues of
worldly fortune. | gazed upon my own life and was
disheartened. My Angel kept sewing the ragged

pieces of my cloth together, threadbare and worn,
like binding air. Finally the time came when each life
was to be displayed, held up to the light, the scrutiny
of truth. The others rose, each in turn, holding up
their tapestries. So filled their lives had been. My
Angel looked upon me, and nodded for me to
W rise. My gaze dropped to the
ground in shame. | had not
had all the earthly fortunes. |
had love in my life, and
laughter. | had taken the time
to help others along the way.
But there had also been trials
% ofillness and death, and false
= accusations that took from
- me my world, as | knew it. |
‘% had to start over many
"4 times. | often struggled with
" the temptation to quit, only to
somehow  muster  the
strength to plck up and begin again. | had often been
held up to ridicule, which | endured painfully; each
time offering it up to the Lord in hopes that | would
not melt within my skin beneath the critical gaze of
others. And now, | had to face the truth. My life was
what it was, and | had to accept it for what it had
been. I rose slowly and lifted the combined squares
of my life to the light. Suddenly, an awe-filled gasp
permeated the room. | gazed around at the others
who stared at me with eyes wide. Then, | looked
upon the tapestry before me. Light flooded my many
holes, creating an image - as | looked closer | could
hardly believe my eyes - it was the face of
Christ. Then our Lord stood before me, with warmth
and love in His eyes. He said, "Every time you gave
over your life to me, it became my life, my hardships,
and my struggles. Every time you reached out to
someone in need, you were reaching out to me in
love and kindness. Each point of light in your life is
when you stepped aside and let me shine through,
until there was more of me than there was of you.”
My brothers and sisters, it is my prayer that all of
our quilts will be threadbare and worn, allowing

more of Christ to shine through each of our lives
here on earth. The Lord will assess the reality of our
faith and judge us on that basis. Jesus is with us
every day; showing love toward others and taking
care of their needs is the way we allow Christ to
shine through us. There once was a man who was
sick and tired of all the horror he saw in the world.
Day after day, he heard stories of holy wars,
violence, and hatred. He asked God if he could have
a talk with Him face to face. God said, "Yes, of
course, my child." The man said to God, "I can't
believe you! This world you created is filled with
senseless violence. People kill and torture one
another. They hate each other and declare war on
one another in the name of money, power, religion,
and intolerance. There is famine all over the world.
Our environment is on a collision course with
disaster. There are innocent people suffering from
all kinds of diseases, and our streets are filled with
thieves, rapists, child abusers, drug dealers,
murderers, you name it. Why don't you do something
about it? Why don't you send someone down here
to make this world of yours a better place?" God
looked at the man calmly and said, "l did, my child -
| sent you." My brothers and sisters, our Lord’s
question to us on judgment day will not be whether
we have acknowledged Him as our Savior, but
rather, ‘Having acknowledged Christ as our Savior,
what did we do with our life?’ St. Paul warns us, “No
one makes a fool of God. A person will reap exactly
what he sows” (Gal. 6:7). On the final Day of
Judgment, when Christ turns to his sheep in the fold
and says, "You have gained a place with me forever,"
it will be proven through our actions here on
earth. Do all the good you can, by all the means you
can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, for
as long as you can. Each of us makes a choice about
our Eternal destination - by the roads we choose to
travel down and the way in which we live.

Thoughts on Judgement

But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you
again, why do you regard your brother with
contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment
seat of God. For it is written, "AS | LIVE, SAYS THE
LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND
EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD." So
then each one of us will give an account of himself
to God. (Romans 14,10-12)

“If you succeed in judging yourself rightly, then
you are indeed a man of true wisdom.”
— Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The Little Prmce

“When you judge others, you
do not define them, you define
yourself” — Earl Nightingale

“Once in a golden hour, | cast to earth a seed.
Up there came a flower, the people said, a weed.”
— Alfred Tennyson

“No one truly knows what they will do in a certain
situation until they are actually in it. It's very easy to
judge someone else's actions by what you assume
your own would be, if you were in their shoes. But
we only know what we THINK we would do, not what
we WOULD do.” — Ashly Lorenzana

“We should live our lives as though Christ was
coming this afternoon.” — Jimmy Carter

“Read it with sorrow and you will feel hate.
Read it with anger and you will feel vengeful.
Read it with paranoia and you will feel confusion.
Read it with empathy and you will feel compassion.
Read it with love and you will feel flattery.

Read it with hope and you will feel positive.
Read it with humor and you will feel joy.

Read it with God and you will feel the truth.
Read it without bias and you will feel peace.
Don't read it at all and you will not feel a thing.”
— Shannon L. Alder

~~~DO NOT JUDGE!!! ~~~


http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2180358

