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GHURGH BULLETIN

February 22 — 2015 - 22 Jiororo
IIEPKOBHUN BIGHHUK

"3aciana Teoa 6aazodames, ocnodu, 3aciano
npoceiveHHs Oyw Hawux. Ocb Yac cnpusamausud,
ocb 4ac nokaaHHA! Bidnoxcim dina memu ma
00azHimMcA y 36poro ceimna, w06, nepenauswu
seslUKe Mope rnocmy, Mmu ocficHyaAuU mpudHesHe
eockpeceHHs, Focnoda i Cnaca Hawozo Icyca
Xpucma, akuli cnacae Hawi Oywi".

(Cmuxupa BeuipHi CuponycHoi Hedini)

Religion Class making rosaries to pray on
during this period of Great Lent.
(See also photos on the back cover illustrating
panachyda for soldiers who died in Ukraine,
prostrations, and preparation for Lent.)



GHURGH BULLETIN
Feb. 22 — PAINE] — 22 JTrotoro
IEPKOBHHUM RIGHUK >

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM  +Mary Petryshyn — 4 years
(Husband Peter)

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
7= (IHig Omnikoxo I1.JI.M.)

HOP’S[I[OK CB. JITYPI'IA

22 Motoro: CuponycHa Hepins

Feb. 22 1 Sunday of Lent - 1 Hepgins Mocty

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH — For Parishioners

Monday, February 23 Iltotoro, lMoHeginok
see Julian

Tuesday, February 24 Jliotoro, BiBTopok

9:00 AM puearHa IHTeHuis (Irop I'ink)
Wednesday, February 25 INioToro, BisTopok
9:00 AM Presanctified gifts — Han. Ocs. [lapu

Thursday, February 26 Jltotoro, Yetsep
8:15AM +John Verostko (Marianne Chort)
Friday, February 27 JTltotoro, [M’'aTHUUA
12:00 PM Presanctified gifts & Sorokouste

Sat. February 28 Iiotoro Cy6ota

9:00 AM B nopsky i 3a 3popos’s OnisiHa i 3op’aHa
(NMipa MpewmiumH)

4:30 PM  +Wolodymyr Osadciw (Wife)

10:00 p. +Apocnas Ctactok (M. J1. Ctactok)

(CboropHi Takox 3ragaiimo y cBOIX
Monuteax Cs. lam. Bacuns Casky)
23 INwotoro: NMovatok Benukoro Mocty
(Hema Bipnpaswm)

photos on facebook.com

Ukrainian Treasures & More

79 Southridge Dr

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Em broidery

Judie Hawnryluk

West Seneca NY 14224

jahawryluk@gmail.com

Nick Hurmak

OQWNIR
(716) 316-2540

Alexander Arutunian
MANAGLR

(716) 578-8185

112 DLLAWARE STREET

g TONAWANDA, NY, 14150
) FAX: (716) 2601254
www.redstarautomotive.com

1 BepesHs: 1 Hegina Mocty

March 1 2 Sunday of Lent — 2 Hepinsa Mocty

12:00 PM 3a MapoxisiH — For Parishioners

The Eternal Light burns in mem. of

+Dorothy Kordrupel
Requested by N. N.

BiyHe CBiTno B yecTb ﬂ..q_.M.
roputs 3a MUP B YKPAIHI

March 227 — One Liturgy at 10 AM
Annual Parish Meeting

PiyHe IMapoxisinbHe 3acidaHHs
22 bepesHs, 2015

10:00 p. +Mapis i Iean MpaBak (poauHa MNpaBak)

LUC MEETING will take place in the church
hall this Thursday, February 26t 6:30 pm.

3acipanHs Jlirm Ykpainuis Katonukis 6yge y
yeTBep, 26 Jliotoro o 6:30 Beu. Npocumo go
yyacTu ycix uneHiB Jliru, K piBHO X TUX,
XTO 3aKiBaneHi CTaTi YneHamum.

2015 LUC dues are now payable. Please
make checks ($7.00) payable to
League of Ukrainian Catholics, Niagara
Frontier Council.

Dues can be sent to
Ihor Pereyma, 38 Lester St.,
Buffalo, NY 14210

Church Directories, which contains
photos, addresses, & phone numbers
of Parishioners, are available on the
side of the church where you can also
find the calendars.

Suggested donation - $5.00

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.
BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

ASK FOR TOM

PHONE 893-1025

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin

Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors -
LS

)
.
Pieotszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UkRrAINIAN Y. YkPATHCBKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION A 4 OEAEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 - Toll free 877-968-7828

www.rufcu.org

Monday & Tuesday 9:30 am - 4 pm | Wednesday
9:30 am - 2pm | Thursday 9:30 am - 6 pm|
Friday 9:30 am — 7 pm | Saturday 9:00 — 1 pm|

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save

money with lower rates on loans, make money

with higher interest on your savings, and save
time with our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE CERTI-
FICATES | MONEY MARKET | LOANS | MORTGAGES
[VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | MONEYGRAM |
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE TRANSFERS
| ONLINE SERVICES | NOTARY PUBLIC |

NMEPCOHAIJBbHI TA BISHECOBI

®IHAHCOBI Nocnyru
OLLAAHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKWU | CEPTUDIKATH |
MM | NO3WUKW | KPEAUTU HA HEPYXOMICTD |
NAATDKHI KAPTKU VISA | MONEYGRAM |
FPOLLIOBI MEPEKA3U | ENEKTPOHHI MOCNYTU |
NOCNYrn HOTAPIYCA|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

LLio6 poBipaTuca GinbLe iHhopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbas B rpomagi,
Mpocumo BigBinaTH Be6-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find
More information and events
In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO PMELI AND GIFTS

rodelisausage.com

"For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
: Many Varieties of: :
Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese « Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer ¢ Kefiz/Butter # Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese » European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd. e L) 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (i Afr'part Plaza) ﬁ ‘-ﬁﬂ@ Ambherst (Getzoille Plaza)
p30-0130 = /6881495

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every
Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thank you for your donations!

We welcome your comments.

UYu BM cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepeaayy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHuH»
Hepgins, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM? CepaeyHo
AAKYEMO 32 NOXEPTBM.

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

Mpocumo niaTpymysatu PigHy LiepkBy
TanaHTamu, 4acom i noxepTBamu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* % %

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTy Bali MOGINbHI
Tenedonu nigyac Cearoi Jlitypri.

BianpaBa Hanepig OcB’ayeHunx gapis y
cepeay, 9 rog p. i ['aTHuyto, y 12 rog.

Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts will take place
Wednesday at 9 AM and Friday at noon. Friday
is also Sorokouste - prayers for deceased. You
can use your envelopes to write names of your
deceased loved ones.

Humanitarian Aid for Ukraine Concert
Sponsored by Ukrainian Federal Credit Union

The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus
(www.bandura.org) brings its
"Brothers! We Shall Live!" tour to Rochester
NY as part of a Humanitarian Aid for Ukraine
Concert. The concert selections will include
many songs from the newest UBC recording,
"Brothers! We Shall Live!"

Sunday, March 15 at 2:30pm
Hochstein School of Music & Dance
50 Plymouth Avenue North,
Rochester, NY 14614

TICKET INFORMATION
Purchase your tickets at Ukrainian FCU branch
locations in Rochester, Webster, Syracuse, or
Buffalo. Visit http://rufcu.org/contact_us.php
for branch information or call the main office at
(585) 544-9518.

$25 - General Admission
$20 - General Admission for Ukr. FCU members
$10 - Students (ages 21 and under)

General Admission Tickets can also be
purchased online at:
http://lubcrochester.eventbrite.com
Please note that discounted tickets for
Ukrainian FCU members and student tickets
cannot be purchased online.

“The Vibrant Parish...”

Leadership

The Acts of the Apostles convey a sense of profound unity
which existed among the members of the first community of
Christ’s disciples: “The community of believers was of one
heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his
possessions was his own, but they had everything in
common”.(Act 4:32). This spiritual state of be- ing of the first
Christian community can be expressed with the term koino-
nia (communion) which conveys unity, harmony and com-
mon life. To be Church is to abide in the communion of the
Holy Spirit, the grace of our Lord Jesus, and the love of God
the Father. Thus, the unity of the church is an icon of the
unity of Persons of the Holy Trinity. This unity can be seen
on different levels: on the level of the Universal and
Particular Church, the eparchy, and the individual parish. It
may happen that through our weakness and sinfulness we
do not reflect this unity. Ever aware of this, we all must
cherish and foster unity, preserving full communion with the
successor of the apostle Peter, the Holy Father, with the
hierarchy of our Church, with the local bishops and pastors
who act in their name.

The parish is a community of communities. In a parish
there will be various prayer groups, brotherhoods, and youth
organizations. All of these are called to strengthen unity and
love among the members of the parish community. By
supporting one another through prayer, by sharing God’s
gifts and working together in a Christ- like spirit of service,
we will be able to bring to life our synodal program:
“Holiness of a united people of God.” We cannot be in-
different to the fact that the descendants of the Baptism
under St. Volodymyr today are divided and estranged from
one another. At the Last Supper, Christ prayed to His
Heavenly Father for His disciples, “that all may be one”
(John 17:21). Bearing in mind these words of Christ, |
sincerely ask you all today - let us pray for the unity of the
Church, let us pray for the restoration of unity of all the
churches of the Kyivan tradition. And above all, in the spirit
of the love of Christ, let us make every effort to avoid any
words or actions which could damage our brothers and
sisters in Christ or of- fend them. Even though at times we
may be subjected to mockery and pressure, let us not give
in to the temptation to respond to evil with evil. May Christ’s
prayer for his wrong-doers and the teaching of the Apostle
of the Nations become a testament for us: “Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom 12:21).

(To be cont.)


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://ubcrochester.eventbrite.com/

MoJautBa Ha IlicT
Cs. €dppema Cupuna (+373)

I'ocnoau i Biaaguko ;kuTTsi MOro, Ayxa
JIIHUBCTBA, HEI0ATOCTH, BJIACTONK00 A i
IYCTOCJIOB'Sl BII’KMHHU Bil MeHe. (noKin)

Jdyxa 4uCTOTH, MOKOPHU, TEPHEJIUBOCTH i
JI000BH Jail MeHi ci1y3i TBOEMY. (nOKin)

Taxk, I'ocriogn mapo, gaif MeHi 6auuTH
NMPOBHHH MOI, i He OCY/ZKYBaTH OpaTa MoOro Hi
cecTpH MOE€i, 00 TH 0JIarocJI0BeH €CHU HA BiKHU
BiuHi. AMiHB! (noKin)

Lenten Prayer of
St. Ephrem the Syrian

O Lord and Master of my life, take away from
me the will to be lazy and to be sad, the desire
to get ahead of other people, to boast and brag.
(Prostration)

Give me istead the pure and humble spirit. The
will to be patient with other people and to love
them. (Prostration)

Let me realize my own mistakes, and keep me
from judging my brothers and my sisters. For You
are blessed, now and forever. Amen. (Prostrat.)

Discourse “On Love”
by St. Ephrem

So then, my beloved brethren, let us not prefer
anything, let us not hasten to obtain anything
more than love. Let no one have anything
against anyone, let no one repay evil for evil. Do
not let the sun go down on your anger, but let us
forgive our debtors everything and let us
welcome love, because love covers a multitude
of sins.

Because what gain is there, my children, if
someone has everything, but does not have love
which saves? For just as if someone were to
make a great dinner in order to invite the King
and the rulers, and were to prepare everything
sumptuously, so that nothing might be lacking,
but had no salt, would anyone be able to eat that
dinner? Certainly not. But he would have lost
everything he had spent and wasted all his hard
work, and brought ridicule on himself from
those he had invited. So it is in the present
instance. For what advantage is there in toiling
against winds, without love? For without it every
deed, every action is unclean. Even if someone
has attained complete chastity, or fasts, or
keeps vigil; whether they pray or give banquets
for the poor; even if they think of offering gifts,
or first fruits, or offering; whether they build
churches, or do anything else, without love all
those things will be reckoned as nothing by
God. For the Lord is not pleased by them. Listen
to the Apostle when he says, ‘If | speak with the
tongues of Angels and of humans; if | have
prophecy and know all mysteries, and have
complete knowledge, so as to move mountains,
but do not have love, | gain nothing’. For one
who has enmity against their brother and thinks
they offer something to God, will be as though
they sacrificed a dog, and their offering will be
reckoned as the wages of prostitution.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact Elaine,
Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN is now open.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
We need your help in the kitchen. Thank you!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall. Please join us!

e Lent starts February 16 according to Gregorian
and February 23 according to Julian Calendar.

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by <) OPS

purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything

by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.

We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynyroum ix BU nomaraeTe LepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y1 BY nnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif

»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

ST stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: MMepea Ca. Jlitypriamm
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsA: 3a JOMOBIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiHa Mporpama
Cy6orta - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBuHHa NOBIAOMUTY CBSILLEHNKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxaM MOXHA 3aKNUKATU

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://www.anastasis.org.uk/3disc.htm
http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

llikona YkpaiHosHaBCcTBa

«Pimma Mixosmar

3anpouiye Ha KOHLepT
NpUCBAYEHUN
nereHoapHoMy
noery,
XYDOXHUKY Ta
6oputo 3a BOMLO
YKpaiHCbLKXOro Hapoay

TAPACA
IPHITOPOBHYA

[MEBYIEHIKA

B Heginto, 8 6epesnn 2015
POKy O 1- roauHi

B 3ani uepxsu

Cearoro Inama Xpecrurens
3275 Elmwood Avenue,

Kenmore

12:00 - 1:00
BatekiBCcbku KomiteT
Pionoi Wkonu
MaTUMe AN NPUCYTHIX
KaHankv, KaBy Ta cosioaKe

Bynemo BaosiuHi 3a
nmobposinbHi JaTku!

School of Ukrainian
Studies
“Ridna Shkola”

Cordially invites you
to concert dedicated
to poet,
artist and our
freedom fighter

TARAS
SHEVYCHENKQO

On Sunday, March 8, 2015
at 1 pm

St. John the Baptist Ukrainian

Church Hall
3275 Elmwood Avenue,

Kenmore, NY
12:00 - 1:00

Parents Committee will be

serving Ukrainian

sandwiches,

coffee and homemade
sweets

Donations will be greatly
appreciated!

Letter from Fr. Ray Feb. 22, 2015

Glory to Jesus Christ!
Dear
(Say your name right here for your very own personal letter)

Good Morning, My Dear One! I'm writing to you
from home on Thursday, February 19, which means
we’re back from the clergy retreat a bit early. One of
the priests in our commuting crew had to be back
last night in order to keep an appointment for today.
| didn’t complain. Even though a retreat is a good
thing, | like to be in my own house and in my own
bed. The saying is definitely true, “No place like
Home Sweet Home!” By the way, since we left early,
don’t look for us in the group picture which will
appear later in “Sower.” That photo is usually taken
after the Presanctified Liturgy, which we missed. Oh,
oh, no proof of our presence there! ® We really did
make it to Wappingers Falls for a few days! © ©

We had an uneventful trip down... roads were clear
and dry, but the cities, towns and villages from
Buffalo to Wappingers Falls are buried beneath a
LOT of snow. Our return trip was one of those
“February drives.” You know the kind...one minute
we were zipping 65-70 miles per hour and then all of
a sudden we’d run into a snow squall, slippery road,
and it's white-knuckle time. There was a section
between Syracuse and Rochester that was extreme-
ly hazardous for about a half hour. Thanks God we
did not witness any accidents and drove out of the
bad weather and made it home safe and sound.

The retreat was interesting in that the Retreat
Master, Father Bohdan Kulyk, didn’t speak English.
Of course most of the Fathers speak, or at least
understand Ukrainian, but | felt sorry for the 4 who
do not speak or understand the language and were
completely left out, as the spiritual direction and all
the services were completely in Ukrainian. They had
what is called a “private retreat” | suppose.

Coming for the clergy retreat, Father Bohdan was
in the United States for the very first time. He is a
young priest, about 32 years old, and serves as a
chaplain for the students at a university in Lviv, as

well as serving at one of the churches in that
beautiful city. | wished he had a bit more to say about
life in Ukraine in the church and about the on-going
war in the east. As he was mainly speaking of priest-
ly vocation and renewal, he only touched briefly on
those points, but did mention how the people in the
city line up for confession before Liturgy, and the
deep faith they exhibit. He also said that the war is
now a very heavy Cross for the whole country and
presently all the able bodied men are being drafted
into the military. Once again Mothers and Wives
weep!

One priest-retreatant, after hearing Father speak
about the many penitents, commented about a
journey he made to Ukraine a few years ago. Before
getting to Ukraine he had a stop-over in Warsaw
prior to continuing on to Lviv. It was a Saturday after-
noon and since they had a lot of time to kill, they de-
cided to go do a bit of sightseeing. When they ar-
rived downtown they saw a church they wanted to
visit, and as they made their way towards the beauty-
ful edifice, they noticed a long, long line of people
standing on the sidewalks. One of the group then
asked their tour guide, “Is there a soup kitchen
around here?” The man replied, “No, why so you ask
that?” “Well, that line of people looks like the lines |
see for soup kitchens in the US cities.” The guide
kind of laughed and said, “No, it's Saturday after-
noon!” “Yes,” our American visitor replied, “but
what does that mean?” “Confessions!,” the man
said. “Those people are in line for confession to pre-
pare for tomorrow’s Mass!” Not only were they lined
up inside the church, but the line extended out the
door and around the corner just as if it were for an
old “Blockbuster Movie!” This is the kind of strong,
beautiful faith to which Fr. Bohdan was referring.

Has your house been blessed yet? I've heard
priests and lay people over the course of the years
say that once we come to the Feast of the Encounter
(Feb. 2/15) there are no more house blessings for
that year. This is not correct! Yes, ideally, the feast
marking the end of the Christmas cycle is a good
reference point in which to try to have the blessing



done. Yes, we come from the Feast of Holy Theopha-
ny and try to get around as much as possible before
our spiritual Christmas comes to an end, but it is
usually impossible for the priest to be one hundred
per cent successful in this endeavor. It is practically
impossible to get to every single home in the parish,
no matter what the size of the parish happens to be.
There are always simply too many variables each
year. For example schedules of the priest, schedules
of the parishioners; illness; other duties or
obligations; and | suppose the biggest hindrance to
getting around in a timely fashion is the difficulty in
dealing with the winter weather here in the north.

So bottom line is this: you can have your home
blessed any time of the year, not only during those
few weeks of January to February. All of us,
however, should ask for this blessing whenever it is
convenient, so that every year we can hear those
beautiful and comforting words of the priest as he
blesses and says, “As salvation came to the house
of Zaccheus by Your entrance, O Christ, Now by the
entrance of Your sacred ministers, and with them
Your holy angels, Grant Your peace to this house
and mercifully bless it, saving and illuminating all
who live in it, and who enter it!”

In addition to the many events of February another
marker for this month is the Annual Parish Meeting.
Each year our parishes are obliged by the bishop
(here in New York it is actually a state law) to hold
such a gathering. Once the meeting is held, the
report is completed, trustees elected and confirmed
and then all the information is forwarded to the
bishop who completes the State requirements and
reviews his parishes and the state of his parishes. |
like to call this meeting “The State of our Parish.”
Our meeting at Holy Protection was held already on
January 24, and thanks to God, and the protection of
our Holy Lady Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, the
state of our parish is excellent. Or as the local Greek
restauranteur, Pano, when asked about his place
says, “Well, very well!” So that is the bottom line of
our meeting and the ‘State of our Parish’ in Niagara

Falls: “Well, Very Well!”
blessed! God is good!

Last weekend was a tough day in the eparchy for
services. The Sunday Liturgy in Niagara Falls was
cancelled and when | served 4:30pm at St. Nicholas
we had six people. | know the other Liturgies were
also sparsely attended. And we were not alone! In
speaking with several of the Fathers at the retreat,
nearly everyone, especially those from Albany area
and New England all have had to cancel the Sunday
Liturgy this winter. One priest told me his parish was
without Sunday Liturgy for several weeks as the
snow and bad weather, plus traffic bans and parking
problems simply made it impossible for services.
When | heard about all the cancellations in those
parishes, | didn’t feel so bad about cancelling ours.

It’s freezing cold right now, but we pray by Sunday
we’ll have a bit of a respite and will be able to have
our usual Sunday Liturgy. “A well-known American
writer once said that, while everybody talked about
the weather, nobody seemed to do anything about
it.” That’s because no one can do anything about it!
May God bless us and protect us from the harsh
weather, and indeed from all dangers and difficult-
ies. May we always praise Him, no matter what. St.
Francis said this about the weather: “Be Praised, my
Lord, for Brother Wind and for the Air...and cloudy
and clear and ALL weather.” May our Holy Lady pro-
tect us beneath her heavenly veill May our Lord
bless your Fast and show you His Holy
Resurrection!

We have been greatly

In His Love, Fr.Ray

CTUNEHAINHA AKLIA

49-r0 BIAAINY CYA
0N HE3AMOXHOI MOnopgl B YKPAIHI.

YEKW MOXHA BUIMUCIBATU: UKRAINIAN

NATIONAL WOMENS LEAGUE. MUHYNO-
PI4HI 3BITU € Y PEGEPEHTOK CTUNEHAIN:

3ipka AunwmH-bany - 668-9504
Ta OkcaHa Cangut - 832-9331

Mamo, He nnay. 1 noBepHYCb BECHOHO.
Y wnOKy nTalWMHKOK BAAPHCH TBOK.
Mpunpgy Ha cBiTaHHI B capok i3 pocoto,

A, moxe, gowem Ha nopir ynaay.

Fony6ko, He nnay. Tak cyamMnocs, HeHbKO,
Bxe cnoBo, matych, He byae moim.
Mpuiay i nonpowycs B COH TBi TUXEHLKO
Po3kaxy, K MaeTbCA B 4OMi HOBIM.

MeHi konuckoBy aHren cniBae*
| paHa cmepTenbHa yxe He 60NUTD.

Tw 3Haew, maTtycto, W TYyT CYMHO OyBae
[ywa 3a T06010, piAHEHbKa, WEeMUTD.

Mamouko, BUGay 3a YOPHY XYCTUHY,

3a Te, Wo BigHUHI Oypew cama.
TeGe a nob6nto. | nro6nto Ykpainy —

BoHa, sk i TM, Oyna B me

He O[Ha.
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My Ukraine photography exhibit

As | Wake, | Cry:  Revisiting Ukraine weaves
together recent travel photos to Ukraine with
family photos and cultural artifacts to reveal the
emotional story of one artist’s road to cultural
identification. This work is dedicated to the
‘Celestial 100" who died at Euromaidan, the grow-
ing number of dead, wounded, and displaced, the
many illegal prisoners of war, and the people of
Russia - all suffering the effects of the illegal and
undeclared Russian war in Ukraine.

Please join artist Lukia Costello in her solo
exhibition at CEPA Gallery titled 'As | Wake, | Cry -
Revisiting Ukraine".

The show opened Friday January 30th 7-10 pm and
runs through March 28th 2015. CEPA Gallery is
located at 617 Main St. Buffalo, NY 14203

A portion of all sales will be donated in the name
of Maria and Vasyl Sywenkyj to benefit the Ukrainian
Freedom fund as administered through Ukr. Federal
Credit Union @ Dnipro.

http://www.cepagallery.org/portfolio/wake-cry-
revisiting-ukraine-lukia-costello/

Prayers for Ukraine

Heavenly Father, Your Son taught us

“Blessed are the Peacemakers for they shall be called
Children of God.”

At this hour, we fervently pray that Your Holy Spirit may
inspire men and women in Ukraine and abroad to be-
come Peacemakers and stop sensless war.

May they seek reconciliation and end the violent con-
frontation and killing.

May they obtain tranquility and restore human rights,
democratic principles and religious liberty to the
troubled land.

God, our Father, we beseech you to comfort the suffer-
ing, heal the wounded and accept the souls of the
departed into Your Heavenly Kingdom.

And may the Most Holy Mother of God, extend her
Blessed Mantle of Protection over Ukraine.

And may each of us always live our lives as instruments
of Your Peace. Amen.


http://www.cepagallery.org/portfolio/wake-cry-revisiting-ukraine-lukia-costello/
http://www.cepagallery.org/portfolio/wake-cry-revisiting-ukraine-lukia-costello/

3 papia "Muaocepannri Gamapannu"

3aBTpa Bxe noyartok 40-geHHoro, T3B. Ben. MocTty.

Yxe anocTonu i nepluia XpucTUAHCLKA rpomaga no-
Yanu 3aMiHATU AeHb Xugiscbkoi Macxu aHem nomu-
HaHHA XpUCTOBUX MYK i cMepTi. PokoBuHU XpUCTOBOI
cMepTi Oynu AnA HUX Oyxe CyMHUM aHeMm. Tox, wob
MOro HanexHo BiACBATKYBaTW, BOHU 36epiranu nict y
Len AeHb. | Tak nepBicHa xpucTuaHcbKa Macxa novana
icHyBaTu y Burnsgi nocty. Lle 6yna xpecHa lMacxa. 3a
cBigyeHHaAM cBAToro lpuHes (k. 125 — k. 203), npo ske
roBopuThb ictopuk Llepkeu €BceBiit (k. 260 — k. 340),
nepLuit 3apoaoK HUHIWHbLOro 40-AeHHOro NOCTY B TOW
yac obMmexyBaBCA OQHUM-ABOMA OHAMU NMOCTY, AKUNA
He BBaXaBCA nepeAnacxanbHWUM, a TakM CaMoK
Macxoto.

Y lll cronitTi nepeanacxansHuii nict y aeskux Liepk-
Bax TPUBAB Linuii TWXAeHb. Lle Tol yac, AKUn CborogHi
3gemo CtpacHum TuxHem. MMpu kiHui |l cronitTa
Benukui nict yxe csarae 40 gHis. Big IV Biky maemo
nepwi cBigyeHHs npo 40-4eHHWIA nepepnacxanbHUMA
nict. Mepwe cBipueHHa pae Ham Hikelicbkuit Cobop,
KOTPWHM Kaxe, WWob nomicHi cobopu BigdyBanuca "ogmH
nepea YotupupecatHuuero , WO6 nicnA YCyHeHHs
BCAAKOFO Henagy YMCTWii pap npuHocuBcs Borosi, a
Apyrui nig ociHHin vac" (Mpaeusno 5).

Xou roBopumo npo 40-geHHuM nict, ane y CxigHin
LlepkBi BiH TpuBae Tinbkn 36 3 nonoBuHoto AHiB. Cim
TUXHIB nocty 6e3 cybot i Heginb — ue 35 pgHiB. [lo
uboro uyucna Tpeba we popatu Benuky cyboty i
NonoBUHY Houi neped npasHukom [llacxu, WO Takox
yBaXaeTbCA NOCHUM, i ToAi Hawa 40-us matume 36 i nis
[HS, WO CTaHOBUTbL OOHY AECATY LiiNOro pokKy.

NatuHcbka LiepkBa mae 6-TvxkHeBMiA nicT, 60 BOHa #
cy0oTy 3a4Mcnse fo NOCHMX OHiB, TOOTO Y NpakTULi 1
Ha 3axogi 40-ua mana Tinbku 36 gHiB. Ta wWob6 martu
noBHux 40 gHiB nocty, natuHcbka Llepksa B VII cT.
[oAaana we 4oTupy AHi Ha noyatky nocty. Tomy 3axig
noyuHae Tenep cBiii nict y T. 38. "lMoninbHy cepeay",
TOOTO B cepealy HaLIOro NepPLIOro TUKHSA NOCTY.

Yucno 40, sik uucna 3, 7 i 9, 3 gaBHix-gaBeH Mano
CMMBOiYHe 3HaYeHHs. TOMy BOHO BBIWWNO i A0 ne-
pepnacxanbHOro NocTy paplle B CUMBOMNIYHOMY, aHiX
OykBanbHomy 3Ha4eHHi. Y Ctapomy 3aBiti uuTaemo
npo 40 aHiB notony (bym. 7, 4), npo 40-niTHi0 MaHA-
piBky I3pains nyctuneto (Huc. 14, 33), npo 40-aeHHUIA

nict Mo#nces, noku BiH gictaB Big bora Tabnuui 3akoHy
(Bux. 34, 28), npo 40-peHHy nogopox npopoka Inni go
ropu Xopus (1 Ljap. 19, 8). Y Hosomy 3agiti CB. EBaHre-
nie roBopuTk, wo 40-ro axs Wocnd) | Mapis npunecnm
[Ouratko-lcyca po ceatuHi, npo 40-geHHUi nict Icyca
Xpucta B nyctuHi (M. 4, 2), npo 40-aeHHe nepebyBaH-
Hs Moro Ha 3emni nicnsa ceoro BockpeceHHs (Ji. 1, 2).

Xou Hawi Yyacv npuHecny 6araTo 3miH WoA0 LepKoB-
HWX 3aKOHIB, Tpaguuii i gucumnninm, i xou nicna Apy-
roro BatukaHcekoro Cobopy npuiiluno 3HayHe 3narig-
HEHHA BCiX NocTiB B3arani BKNWYHO 3 Benukum noc-
TOM, BCe-Taku W CbOrogHi yac YotmpupecaTHuui mae
CBOE BENIMKE 3HAYEHHSA AN HALWWOrO AYXOBHOIO KUTTS.
Moxe cborogHi yepe3 pi3Hi NPUYMHU MU HE MOXKEMO
TaK CTPOro NOCTUTK, IK NOCTUNMN KONMCb Halli NpeaKm,
ane 1 cbOrofgHi Haa HaMM TAXNTb 000B'A30K AYXOBHO-
ro nocry, 60poTLOM 3 HaWMMK rpixamu i 3NMMK Haxu-
namu, oboB'A30K MONMTBM, NPAKTUKK YECHOT Ta A00-
pux gin. | Akpa3s ua Hawa gyxoBHa 0OHOBa € BnacTu-
BOIO i HalBaXnNuBiLo meTor ceaToro Ben. Mocty.

Kaxe cB. Bacuniit Benukuit: «[lict Takuit paBHil, K
came noacteo. BiH npunucanun we B patw. Agam
AicTaB L0 nepuy 3anoBigb: «3 AepeBa X Ni3HaHHA
po6pa i 3na He ictumelw» (BT. 2,17). Lle He icTumew - TO
Haka3 nocTy i cTpumaHocTu. Akwo 6 €Ba noctTuna Ha
nnig aepesaToro, MU TeNep He Mycinu 6 NOCTUTK... Hac
3paHuB rpix, i MM Mycumo nikyBaTucs nokytoto. Mokyta
0e3 nocty 6e3BapricHa» (CB. B. Benukuit. MNpo nict 1).

Cs. IBan 3onoToycTui noByae:

Bambko nocmy - ye 3akoH Boxul; Mamu (oeo -
cmpumaHicmb, mepniHHs, YecHoma; [Joyku lio2o -
nodeue, yucmoma, HeeuHHicmb; CuHU (1020 PiOHI -
Moiicell, Inns, Qanuin, lean Xpecmumens,; Hal6nuxyi
poduyi - eipa, Hadis, noboe; Cnyau lio2o — 6e3Hac-
maHHull ncanmocnie, Yyucma monumea. [py3i liozo -
MUp, Nokopa, 3200a;

MicT He TinbkuM CTpUMYyBaHHA Big CTpaB, ane Wocb
Oinblue - cTPUMaHICTD Bif rpixiB.

Konu moBa 3axoanTb Npo cTpUMyBaHHA cebe B ki
Ta HanuTKax, TO KOXEH NOCTUTb, IK BBaXae 3a NoTpi6-
He, NPY LbOMY, FONOBHE, He 3alWKOAUTM 3A0POB'H Ta
He BnacTu B ropAictb. lMicT BaxnuBui AnNsA KOXHOro
XPUCTUAHUHA, WO NiaKOpPUTH TiNo AyXoBi, Npudopka-
T npuctpacti, BUABMTU nocnyx Borosi, cnyxatouncb
Liepkeu. «XTo cnyxae Bac, MeHe cnyxae; a xTo ropaye
Bamu, MHoto ropaye ... (1. 10,16).

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

The First Sunday of the Great Fast is called the
Sunday of Orthodoxy, although this feast bears no
relation to the Great Fast. This is a festival for the
whole Church. The purpose of the feast is to pay
solemn public homage and veneration to the holy
icons of Jesus Christ, the Blessed Mother, and all
the Saints. The spirit that pervades the liturgy for
this Sunday of Orthodoxy is one of great joy and
victory, triumph and honor, as we venerate these
holy icons, the true doctrine shines with splendor,
and the Church of Christ is adorned once more with
glorious images. (Byzantine Rite, Liturgical Year, pg.
104) Therefore, it seems most fitting that in today’s
Gospel reading; the Lord is inviting us to "Come and
See... greater things then these”. Just as these
venerable icons of the Holy Church, also invite us to
"Come and See".

Today’s reading is from the Gospel of St. John
which tells us quite clearly that Jesus is, was and
always will be God. John records the miracles that
can be possible only through the hands of our Lord,
and recounts the statements that could come from
only Jesus, Himself. Jesus tells us who He is in this
Gospel. He is the bread of life, the light of the world,
the door for the sheep, the good shepherd, the
resurrection and the life, the way, and the true
vine. Jesus is deity and He performed signs that
indicated such. Jesus changed water into wine,
healed a child without going to their bedside, healed
a man who was lame, multiplied bread and fish to
feed many, walked on water, caused a blind man to
see, and raised Lazarus from the dead. These
miracles show that Jesus is God. He has the power
of the elements at His fingertips. The Creator,
walking among His creation, helping His creation
and sadly, so many rejected Him then, and even
now. We see in today's scripture that Jesus has
begun calling His disciples. In the previous verses
He called Andrew and Peter... ‘To follow Him’. The
next day, Jesus continues His search for men that
would become His core group, the ones that would
be able to carry on His ministry after He was

gone. We see that Jesus is in the region of Galilee
when He comes in contact with Phillip.

St. John also tells us about the ‘call of the disciple’
Nathanael. When Phillip told Nathanael of Christ, and
said ‘Come and See’; Nathanael responded much
like we do today? "Can any good thing come out of
Nazareth?" At first, he was not willing to see. Now
this can be understood in a historical sense in that
Nazareth was a city of no account and unimportant.
Could anything good come out of Nazareth? But the
spiritual meaning of the text is that Nathanael asks,
‘Can anything good come out of my Nazareth, out of
my Heart? Can | be changed? Can | be made
whole?’ This is the question that Nathanael asks for
each of us as well, because we inevitably ask it of
ourselves. Will anything good come out of my life,
out of my hopes and dreams? And the Lord says...
‘Come and See’. As Nathanael approaches Christ,
Jesus says to Nathanael: “Before Phillip called thee,
when thou were sitting under a fig tree, | saw thee.”
Nathanael, overwhelmed by this revelation, de-
clares: “Rabbi, thou art the Son of God”. To Natha-
nael's credit, it does not take very long for him to
realize who Christ is. His exclamation is brief, but
tells all. He calls Jesus "rabbi," meaning "great
teacher." He then professes Christ as his redee-
mer. He is both the "Son of God" and "King of
Israel."

Jesus was pleased that Nathanael had believed so
easily. He promises them "greater things than
these”. Nathanael did not realize the journey that he
was about to begin. He did not know that he would
see Jesus preach great messages, show un-
conditional love and compassion to the poor, heal
the sick, and raise the dead. Jesus implies that
Nathanael will see even greater things then these
powers of long distant sight; he shall also see
heaven open up and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of man. “Thou shall
see greater things than these.” We must always be
prepared for new grace and new vision; for the life of
a disciple, if it is authentic and clear, will rise from a
dim light into a much greater light. And after



meeting Christ, Nathanael and the other disciples
probably wondered how they could possibly witness
and even be a part of something as extraordinary as
Christ's earthly ministry. Today, we too, should
wonder how a great and mighty God could make use
of us. We are all unworthy of God's blessings and
benefits, and yet the world around us is full of
discipleship, and amazing encounters between
ourselves and the Divine.

Paramount Pictures released a film in 1992 entitled
“Leap of Faith”, starring Steve Martin as the
Reverend Jonas Nightingale, an “evangelist” who is
far more a con man than a man of God. When one of
the trucks in his caravan breaks down in Rustwater,
Kansas, he makes the choice to turn lemons into
lemonade by holding his revival there, instead of in
Topeka, Kansas as scheduled. Like any good con
man, he finds the greatest need in town and exploits
it. Rustwater is in a five year drought and if it doesn’t
rain this weekend, the last of their crops will be
ruined. On the first day of the revival, before the
meeting, Jonas walks around town inviting every-
one, promising miracles and wonders. As the movie
continues, it is not the people of Rustwater that are
revived, but rather Jonas, who begins to see
miracles happening throughout the town that he
knows are not a result of his con business. By the
end of the movie, the sick are healed and the lame
are walking. Everyone praises God and says
halleluiah. They have seen the signs and wonders
and they give glory to God. But these healings are
not the miracles. As Jonas leaves the revival tent for
the last time, he is met with the vision of a tent city
on the revival grounds. People are camping, and
sharing food. In their poverty, they share the
abundance of God. A community founded in Christ
rises out of the ashes of Jonas’ deception. This is
the miracle. As Jonas hitchhikes out of town leaving
his old life behind, it suddenly begins to rain. The
people of Rustwater declare it a miracle, the rain was
heaven sent. But this is not the miracle either. The
miracle is the redemption of a man in Jesus Christ.
The miracle is in the relationship God initiates with

creation and humanity. The miracle is Jonas’
response to the wonders of God. Jonas Nightingale
comes to town as a “scribe” demanding every last
coin from everybody in Rustwater, Kansas. He
leaves Rustwater seeing the wonders of the Lord at
work in the fellowship of God’s people. He leaves
the spoils of his greedy life as a con man behind. He
leaves a believer. This is the real miracle! As the
movie, “Leap of Faith” comes to an ends, there are
no more victims, only those who have experienced
and responded to the grace of God in their lives.
Discipleship is how we respond to the grace of
God. Discipleship extends beyond our relationship
with wealth to our
relationship with God,
the Word, and one - W e
another. As the [N b
children of God and :
the body of Christ, our
vocation, our call is to
give our time, talent
and treasure in the
service of God and to [
the people of God. We are to give in humility.
Discipleship is never easy, it is a personal choice of
the heart to lead a life that is pleasing to God, and
sometimes it even requires us to lead the way for
others. Nathanael knew Phillip and he trusted him
when he said that Christ was someone worth
following, someone that he should ‘Come and See’.
Phillip had already chosen to follow Christ, and he
was already leading the way for Nathanael and
encouraging him to make his own personal choice
which would change his life forever. Why are you
and | here today? We are here because someone
once said to us, what Philip spoke to Nathanael -
"Come and See." Perhaps when you were only a tiny
infant, your parents brought you to the Church for
baptism and in that way acted out the meaning of
those words. Perhaps you became a member of our
faith, because a friend or neighbor invited you to
"come and see". This invitation is a life-long
process. God is still working miracles in our lives
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every day. God is still answering prayers and using
us in many new and wonderful ways - ways that even
we may never know! Deep in the heart of Philip and
Nathaniel, something authentic, clear, and
expanding was received. They heard the calling of
Christ, and were willing to receive their invitation to
discipleship. It was the psalmist who best wrote:
"As a heart longs for flowing streams, so longs my
soul for you, my Lord" (Psalms 41:1).

In today’s Epistle reading from St. Paul’s letter to
the Hebrews, we hear St. Paul describe the
sufferings of Moses and of David, of the patriarchs
and martyrs of Israel, of those for whom “the world
was not worthy”, who
were scourged, slain
sword,
- . %73 B beheaded, and whose

- faith yet overcame the
world. These were
images not drawn on
wood, but in the flesh.
They already prefigured
and announced the
coming of the definitive Icon, the Person of Christ.
Today, as we venerate the holy icons, as we take part
in the Holy Eucharist, as we continue our journey
through Lent - we are reminded of our faith. We are
asked to ‘Come and See’. The Lord says, “I will show
you greater things than these”. | will show you that
you can be completely changed, completely made
whole. Have no fear, no sadness, and no doubts. “/
will show you greater things than these.” This is
what the Lord said to Nathanael and this is what the
Lord is saying to each of us today. We appropriate
this change by believing the words of the Lord - by
understanding their meaning - by playing the
instrument we have been given and the divine
composition placed before us. Jesus knows us and
He will change us! My brothers and sisters, good
will come out of Nazareth; good will come out of our
hearts, good things will flourish throughout our lives
- because of our faith — because of our willingness
to ‘Come and See’ the Lord.

Thoughts on discipleship

“The soul is "torn apart in a painful condition as
long as it prefers the eternal because of its Truth but
does not discard the temporal because of
familiarity.” — Augustine of Hippo, Confessions

“It is clear that Christianity does not exclude any
of the ordinary human activities. St. Paul tells people
to get on with their jobs. He even assumes that
Christians may go to dinner parties, and, what is
more, dinner parties given by pagans...Christianity
does not simply replace our natural life and
substitute a new one: it is rather a new organization
which exploits, to its own supernatural ends, these
natural materials.....There is no essential quarrel
between the spiritual life and the human activities.”

— C.S. Lewis
“Do they desire to join me in thanksgiving when
they hear how, by your gift, | have come close to you,
and do they pray for me when they hear how | am
held back by my own weight? ...A brotherly mind will
love in me what you teach to be lovable, and will
regret in me what you teach to be regrettable. This is
a mark of a Christian brother's mind, not an
outsider's--not that of 'the sons of aliens whose
mouth speaks vanity, and their right hand is a right
hand of iniquity' (Ps. 143:7 f.). A brotherly person
rejoices on my account when he approves me, but
when he disapproves, he is loving me. To such
people | will reveal myself. They will take heart from
my good traits, and sigh with sadness at my bad
ones. My good points are instilled by you and are
your gifts. My bad points are my faults and your
judgements on them. Let them take heart from the
one and regret the other. Let both praise and tears
ascend in your sight from brotherly hearts, your
censers. ..But you Lord..Make perfect my
imperfections” — Augustine of Hippo, Confessions

Xutn no Xpucry!
Living according to Christ!


http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1427207
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/6819578.Augustine_of_Hippo

