, Lviv- 7 Ap 9, Lv _,e’k-.'
Catholic Religious Sister, was the first member of
the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate.

The process of her beatification started in Rome in

1983 and on June 27, 2001 she was beatified by
o Pope John Paul Il in Lviv. Numerous miracles are
| ascribed due to herintercession after her death.

KPATHGEKA KATOAHIILK
PKB BATOIO MHUKOAAA

IA OIIKOK /
0 MMPEYHUCTOI AIBH ﬁ
MAPII QAITITPIT iy

UNDER THE
1 7 PROTEGGTION OF
MOTHER OF GOD
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IEPKOBHUN BICHHUK

"_Eyno Ayxe rapHo, wo Cectpu CnyxebHuui BiaBi-
4~ AANU Hac i noginunuca 3 Hamu iHchopmanismm
i@ npo ixHio 3acHoBHUMU0 Bn. Mocadarty. Askyemo!

It was nice that Sisters Servants visited us and

talked about Blessed Josafata Hordashevska,

who is their foundress. Thank You, Sr. Kathleen

i (who is Provincial Superior) & Sr. Tekla (who ce-
| lebrated her birthday with us). Mnohaya Lita!

The collage on the back is created by:
< Mr. Roman Kuzminskyj (on this photo at right)

By {
%

e
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
4:30 PM +Sophie Pucak (Family) - 40 day

April 26 S. of Paralytic. - H. Po3cna6n.

12:00 AM For living and deceased Members of
Sitch - We Welcome All Members!
Monday, April 27 KsitHs, MoHeginok
11:00 AM  +Codpis Myuak (Bacunb Manpa3ii)
Tuesday, April 28 KsiTHs, BiBTOpOK
8:00 AM Y BnacHomy Ham. — Private Intention

Mid-Pentecost — Cepepna lNepenonoBeHHs
Wednesday, April 29 KBitHsa, Cepega

9:00 AM Int. of Michael Michalow (Michelle)
10:00 AM Akathistos to Blessed Josaphata Horda-
shevska (for the int. of Marianne Chort)
Thursday, April 30 KitHs, YeTBep
9:00 AM +Norma DuBois (Mary Bodnar)
BI. Klymentij Shept - bn. KnumemnrTiin Wentuubkuin
Friday, May 1 TpaBns, [T’'aTHuuA

11:00 AM For the beatification of Servant of God Metr.

Andrew Sheptytskyj & Moleben - 3a lpocnaBy
Cn. Boxoro Mutp. AHapes i MONEBEHb po MNAM
Sat. May 2 Tpasus Cy6oTa
10:00 AM +Bonogumup Macika (Poauna Mpasak)
4:30 PM +Maria Bumbar (Georgina Oros)

May 3 S. of Sam. Woman - H. CamapsiHku
12:00 AM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH

The Eternal Light burns in mem. of

+Mary Kolotylo
Requ. by Jagodzinski Family

BiyHe Csitno B yects M.0.M.
Foputb 32 nonarnux 3a Bonto Ykpaiiu
i 3a MUP B YKPAIHI.

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
(ITixg Omnikoro I1./1.M.)

HOP’S[I[OK CB. JITYPI'IA

26 KsiTHsi: Hegina MupoHocuub
10:00 p. B HamipeHHi gaBworo (P.B.)

3 TpaBHs: Hepgina Pozcnabnexnoro
10:00 p. +Jenifer Anne Zupicich (Nancy Weigand
& Family & Michael Liskiewicz)

Mother’s Day Breakfast
Sunday, May 10, 2015

I The religious education
% students and their
catechists would like to
invite all parishioners and
their families to attend the
Mother’s Day breakfast

| following Sunday
liturgies. Eggs, pancakes,
sausage, hash browns,
fruit, desserts, and
beverages will be served for a minimal
suggested donation of $8 per person. Proceeds
will benefit St. Nicholas Parish and its religious
education program. We hope to see you there!

Bible meeting, Thu. April 30 at 6:30 PM.

We will alternate between Monday and Thurs-
day. Our discussion is New Testament from his-
torical point of view and its importance for us.

Y NoH., 27 KeiTHa 0 6:30 roa. Auckycia Ha Temy
H. 3aBity B icTopuuHiit nepcnektusi. Mocnyxae-
mo ponosigb lMpod. EpmaHa Ha CD a onicns
BinOyAeTbCA auckycis. NMpocumo Ao yyacTy.

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawnryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540
Alexander Arutuman

716-674-5185
112 DLLAWARE
TONAWANDA, 1

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Em broidery
photos on facebook.com

7
WWW.. redstarautomotlve.com

jahawryluk@gmail.com

PHONE 893-1025

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors -
LS

)
oy
Pieotszak o

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

www Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam! Thanks are extended to all Sponsors



http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN Y. YkpPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OEAEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 - Toll free 877-968-7828

www.rufcu.org

Monday & Tuesday 9:30 am - 4 pm | Wednesday
9:30 am - 2pm | Thursday 9:30 am - 6 pm|
Friday 9:30 am — 7 pm | Saturday 9:00 — 1 pm|

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save

money with lower rates on loans, make money

with higher interest on your savings, and save
time with our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE CERTI-
FICATES | MONEY MARKET | LOANS | MORTGAGES
[VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | MONEYGRAM |
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE TRANSFERS
| ONLINE SERVICES | NOTARY PUBLIC |

NMEPCOHAIJBbHI TA BISHECOBI

®IHAHCOBI Nocnyru
OLLAAHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKWU | CEPTUDIKATH |
MM | NO3WUKW | KPEAUTU HA HEPYXOMICTD |
NAATDKHI KAPTKU VISA | MONEYGRAM |
FPOLLIOBI MEPEKA3U | ENEKTPOHHI MOCNYTU |
NOCNYrn HOTAPIYCA|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

LLio6 poBipaTuca GinbLe iHhopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbas B rpomagi,
Mpocumo BigBinaTH Be6-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find
More information and events
In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.

Many Varieties of: '
Bologna # Sslami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese  Garli Sausage  Smoked Fzsh
European Beer  Kefir/Butter  Condiments # Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varietics

Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese » European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd,, ¢l )

CheektawaioNY gu éﬂrpart Plaza) ﬁ \QT% Amheﬁrgts(cﬁuéig Plaza)

2321 Millersport Hwy.

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every

Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Yu Bu cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepeaayy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHuH»
Hepgins, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM? CepaeyHo
AAKYEMO 32 NOXEPTBM.

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

Mpocumo niaTpymysaty PigHy LiepkBy
TanaHTamu, 4acom i noxepTBamu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* % %

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTy Bali MOGINbHI
Tenedonu nigyac Cearoi Jlitypri.

The Family of Roman Voychak cordially in-
vites parishioners downstairs for Coffee
Hour to have some lunch or cake and
sing "Mnohaya Lita" to Roman, after 10 am
Liturgy. Thank You. Happy Many Years!

Mpocumo 3antn Ha ponuny no Ce.. Nlitypriiy
Heainto. KaBy i conoake npurotoBuna poau-
Ha n. PomaHa Boiyvaka. MHoras Jlita!

o

On Sunday, May 3rd,
WEATHER PERMITTING, St. Nicholas
Religious Education will sponsor its
Annual Egg Hunt after the 10:00 AM
Liturgy. All children are invited to take
part in this annual event. Prizes will be
given out, with the grand prize to be
awarded to the child who finds the
"Golden Egg" Weather conditions
prevented us from having an
Easter Egg Hunt, before Easter.
The Egg Hunt will be rescheduled
if weather conditions prevent us from
holding this event on the 3rd of May.

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS
“Special Appeal” — Thank You!

IMO Irene Tschip
Rose Serediuk - $20.00
Maria Plotycia - $20.00
Dmytro & Sofia Pitolaj - $20.00

IMO Norma DuBois
Peter & Olga Pucak - $25.00
Elaine Nowadly - $25.00
Dolores Baranyckyj - $25.00
Fred & Nadia Marc - $25.00
Anna Melnyk - $20.00

49-un Biggin CYA
LWMpOo 3anpoluye
Bac Ha cmMauyHuM o0ig,
3-oro TpaBHs no Cs..
NiTtyprii NMpocumo
$10.00 paTok 3a 06ip.
Mpowy npunuTh i npoBecTN NPUMEMHO
yac B Koni npuaTenis i 3Hanommx!

UNWLA Branch 49 invites you to
lunch on Sunday, May 3, 2015 after
10:00 am liturgy. A donation of $10.00
is requested for the lunch. Please
come and enjoy spending time among
parishioners and friends.

2015 LUC dues are now payable.
Please make checks ($7.00) payable to
League of Ukrainian Catholics,
Niagara Frontier Council.

Dues can be sent to lhor Pereyma,
38 Lester St., Buffalo, NY 14210.


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

R I O E: NI BT sy Ukraine and arrived in Canada in De-

Ynokoiscs B Mocnopi
+Cs. Ilam. Muxaiino bypTask

-
(+30 Bepe3nsn)
IToxopon 0yB 1 KBiTHs

Cs. Ilam ap. Muxaiijio nepeaas
Ham cBoi anb060Mu 3i 3SHUMKamMHu
JexkananbHoro Xopy, 3a o Homy
HAJICKUThCS NPU3HAHHA i cepaeyHa
MO/ISIKA, 10 BiH MOAYMaB NPO HAC.
Poauni ckiiagaemo cniBuyrTs,

a iilomy xaii Oyae
BIYHASA MAM’ATDH!

Fell asleep in the Lord

+Michael Burtniak, PhD
(+March 30, 2015)

Fell asleep in the Lord March 30, 2015,
age 90, beloved son of the late Nicholas
and Anna (nee Nakonechna) Burtniak;
caring brother of Mary (Walter) Kozar
and John Burtniak; dear uncle of Haly-
na and Taras Kozar; predeceased by his
parents and brother Nick. The late
Michael Burtniak was born in Western

cember 1938. He completed his second-
ary and college education at St Michael's
College, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. He
pursued post graduate education in Sla-
vic Studies at Belgrade University, Bel-
grade, Yugoslavia, Columbia University,
New York City and the University of
Ottawa, Ottawa, Canada, where he
earned his Doctorate Degree. Dr. M.
Burtniak was a professor of languages,
Russian, Polish, Spanish as well as
literatures of the above nations at
Canisius College from 1961 until his
retirement in 1995.

We extend our sympathy to the

Family. May he rest in peace!

Eternal Memory!

Vichnaya Pamiat’!

Y noneniyiiok, 40-ro 1Hsa Mo
noxoponi, 11 Tpasus o 11 roa
pano, 0yae Cs. Jlitypris 3a
Cs. Ilam. Muxaiija bypTHsika
IIpocumo 4iieHiB XOpy NPUITH i
MOMOJIUTHCSH 32 TYILY
AOBIOJITHHOI'0 YJICHA |
ogiuiiinoro ¢ororpada Xopy.

Liturgy for +Michael Bortniak
will take place in our church
May 11 at 11:00 AM. We ask all
Choir members to come to pray
for 40th Day of his passing into
Eternal Life. Thank You!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHchopmadii nogaBatu go M'ATHULI Beyopa.

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact Elaine,
Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN is now open.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
We need your help in the kitchen. Thank you!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall. Please join us!

e - Molebens to Theotokos will be Wednesday
and Friday during the moth of May. See bulletin

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by omrop S

purchasing Top’s
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything

by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.

We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynyroum ix BU nomaraeTe LepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y1 BY nnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif

»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnig 3septatuca go n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies

Cnosigb: MMepea Ca. Jlitypriamm
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsA: 3a JOMOBIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue

Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Cy6orta - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMUTM CBALLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxau MOXHa 3aKNUKaTK

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate
9 Emmanuel Drive - P. O. Box 9 - Sloatsburg, NY
10974-0009
Phone: 845-753-2840 Fax: 845-753-1956
e-mail: ssminy@aol.com website: www.ssmi-us.org

Xpuctoc Bockpec! BoicTuHy Bockpec!
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

Dear Rev. Marijan Procyk and
Parishioners of St. Nicholas
Ukrainian Catholic Church,

Please accept our sincere gratitude for your
gracious hospitality and generosity during our
visit to our parish on April 18th bringing the
icon of Blessed Josaphata Hordashevska with
her 1st class relic for you to venerate and pray
for spiritual graces and “miracles” through her
intercession.

Sr. Tekla and | truly enjoyed our visit and hope
that we have an opportunity to visit you and
your vibrant parish again.

Sincerely in Christ,
Sister Kathleen Futska, SSMI

Sr. Kathleen Hutsko, SSMI
Provincial Superior

Dear League of Ukrainian Catholic members of
the Buffalo region,

Sr. Tekla and | extend our sincere gratitude for
the hosting us recently during our visit to St.
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church. The warm
welcome and delicious food were much
appreciated. Please continue to pray for
miracles through the intercession, especially
for the canonization of Blessed Josaphata as a
saint in our church. What an honor it would be
if that miracle that made her a saint came from
the parish of St. Nicholas! We will pray for
many spiritual graces to be bestowed upon
each of you and your families.

Sincerely in Christ,

Sisten Hathleen Futsho, SSMI
Sr. Kathleen Hutsko, SSMI
Provincial Superior

Letter from Fr. Ray  April 26, 2015

Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen!
Dear
(Say your name right here for your very own personal letter)

Wow, that was a quick April! Before we get to the
end of this week, it's going to be the month of May!
Time flies when you’re having fun! | suppose Holy
Week, Pascha, and Bright Week all have had
something to do with having the days fly by, even
more than they usually do. April 2015 has certainly
been activity filled, and there doesn’t seem to be any
slowdown in sight.

This coming week, we have an important, but
mostly unknown Holy Day. Wednesday, May 29
according to the New Calendar is “Mid-Pentecost,”
and it is mostly “unknown” since it always falls on a
Wednesday, and most parishioners do not attend
weekday Liturgy, so they simply miss it, and the
beautiful message of the day. The meaning of the
feast is exactly that which the name implies, i.e., we
are now half way to Pentecost and even as we con-
tinue to celebrate Pascha, we are also now
beginning to focus our prayer for the coming of the
Holy Spirit to each of us. Try to attend this service, if
you can.

We have had an excellent Great Fast, and now
we’'ve been gloriously celebrating Pascha in our
church, in our home and in our parish halls. In these
coming days we’ve got to remind ourselves, first of
all that we are still in the Paschal season.....Easter
wasn’t just one day that happened on April 5th. Also,
we are now made aware that we are praying for the
gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit. How awesome and
blessed are we, who are part of His Church formed
over 2000 years ago when that Spirit came upon the
disciples and changed them into powerful saints.
“Come Holy Spirit!”

Most of our parishes have had the annual Paschal
Meal, in Ukrainian called “Sviachenne.” There is
hardly a parish in our Eparchy where there is not a
“Sviachenne” held. Today, April 26, | know there are
still a few communities where the parishioners and

friends will be gathering to celebrate Pascha in this
special way once again this year. So if it is near, you
have one last chance to attend and partake for one
more meal of the traditional delights of the Blessed
Baskets-the Paska, cheese, beet/horseradish, kov-
basa, ham, etc., etc. Blessed Pascha! “Smachnoho-
Bon Appetit!” In addition to the special foods, there
is always some great, good old-fashioned Christian
fellowship to be had.

On Saturday last, April 18, St. Nicholas parish in
Buffalo was host to the icon of Blessed Josaphata
Hordashevska. A small number of parishioners from
St. Nicholas and Holy Protection parishes gathered
to welcome Sister Kathleen and Sister Tekla, mem-
bers of Sisters Servants, who brought us the holy
icon. The afternoon began with a Moleben (Prayer
Service) to Blessed Josaphata, sung very beautiful-
ly, | might add. Then, after the service in the church,
and since we are of Ukrainian heritage, everyone
was invited downstairs for a bite to eat. © Following
that brief repast everyone listened to a short talk on
the life of Blessed Josaphata, the foundress of the
Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate.

This Holy Nun, gave her life to our Eastern Catho-
lic Church and to her God. Hers was a life of struggle
and sacrifice, but also a life lived in the never ending
joy of our Saviour. She took care of her people in
Ukraine where the congregation was founded, but
also sent Sisters to other countries. There are now
Sisters Servants throughout the world. Pope John
Paul Il beatified Blessed Josaphata when he visited
Ukraine in 2001. There is already one affirmed
miracle attributed to her intercession. For her to be
called a saint, a second miracle is necessary. While
they cannot be termed true miracles, many people
have also reported answers to various prayers at her
intercession. Let us pray to God that there will be a
second confirmed miracle, and we will soon have the
joy of calling her “Saint” Josaphata.

It was a good thing for all of us to attend the
welcome of the Holy Icon and to pray to this Holy
Woman. Remember, all of us can pray to her for
whatever it is necessary for our salvation. “Blessed


mailto:ssminy@aol.com
http://www.ssmi-us.org/

Josapahta, pray to God for us!” What a great
blessing and gift it is for the Sisters Servants to have
one of their own to be called a saint! What a joy it
must be for the Sisters to carry in
their hands this icon, containing a
relic, to our churches. | would think
it would make the Sisters feel as if
they are with their Holy Foundress |
as they carry the icon and spread |
the message of the mission of the
Sisters Servants and of Blessed
Josapahta: “Educate the heart of
the people and serve where the
need is greatest.” If the icon comes
near your parish, don’t hesitate to |
go and pray before it! She is a treasure among us!

| don’t know if you remember, but sometime in the
fall in one of your letters | wrote to you and told you
about one of our visits to Fr. Eli, Presbytera Laryssa
and their family. During that 2014 visit the grand-
children, Jonah, Nathanael and | secretly planted a
bag of daffodil bulbs behind their house. It was our
big secret for the rest of the winter, and into the com-
ing spring, and would be a big surprise “for Mom.”
The boys and I have been talking about the progress
of those flowers since the snow went away and
things began to grow again. | am happy to report that
those buried bulbs have come from the dark cold
earth and have now exploded into bunches of brilli-
ant yellow flowers! It was indeed a great surprise for
Mom (Dad too), and made them very happy!

The bulbs are pushing through the earth here in
Western New York, but the cold temperatures are
hindering their growth. Some years spring comes in
with a spectacular splash of color and warmth. In
those years, everything seems to bloom at once, and
it is breathtaking. Not so this year. Here and there
one can see patches of hyacinths or daffodils, but in
other yards they are still barely out of the ground.
The forsythia is making a great effort to join the
show as are the magnolia and crabapple trees.
They’ve got a long way to go, however. Too cold!!
But it is still so good to see flowers!

On Wednesday evening | put on my winter clothes
and headed out and about the neighborhood for a
long walk. It definitely felt like December, rather than

' April. The gray clouds definitely
looked as if they were ready to begin
dropping snow. Before | returned
home that is exactly what happened!
Big, wet flakes began to fall and melt
as soon as they hit the ground. The
snow showers came on and off into
the night and when we woke in the
morning there was 2-3 inches on the
cars and grass. Aaagh! Scraper day!
Most of the roads stayed snow free,
but the bridges were hazardous and
required winter driving skills. Of course it melted
quickly, but “Suzy Snowflake and Frosty the
Snowman” were not welcome guests! Maybe,
maybe, this will be the last of our snow till November
or December, he said hopefully.

My walk took me “up to the high school” (West
Seneca West-near our house). The high school
baseball team was playing a game in football
weather. The fans in the stands wore winter clothing
and were wrapped in blankets. But the game went
on. | stopped to watch a few innings and then moved
on. The game made me feel old, not because | was
tired from walking, but because | couldn’t stand the
sound of the ball on the bat. In the old days, it was
known as “the crack of the bat” as the ball came in
contact with that beautiful hard ash stick, the
Louisville Slugger! These days the sound is a “ding”
as the ball hits the ALUMINUM bat. Yeccch! Never
got used to that sound at all! But, that’s me showing
my age. ® ©

Time to go and get ready for Mother’s Day,
Ascension Thursday, Pentecost, Wine Tasting
Event, First Communion, etc., etc. | hope this note
finds you well and happy in the Lord. Be Blessed! In
all our comings and goings, we continue our Paschal
celebration: Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen!

In the Love of our Risen Lord,
Fr. Ray

Sacraments of Confirmation,
Baptism, and Holy Eucharist

Was bestowed Saturday,
April 18, 2015, upon:
Mikhail Scherbakov
Son of Boris Shcherbakov
and Vira Leshchinska.
May our good & loving Lord grant His
blessings of peace, health, and happiness
upon Mikhail as we welcome him into
our Church of faith!
Congratulations!

Mnohaya Lita!

MuxaiJ IllepoaxkoB
Cun bopuca Illep6axoBa
i Bipu Jlemincbkoi
npuiinas B cyoory 18 KsiTns, 2015 p.
TallHU XpellleHHs], MUPONIOMA3aHHS |
IIpecBsToi €Bxapucrii.
Xaii 'ocmoab 0J1arocJIOBUTH
IIACTAM i 310pOB'siM!
Ha Mmuoras i baaras Jlira!

St. John Maronite Church
Eparchy of St. Maron of Brooklpn

2040 Wehre Dr., Williamsville, NY 14221
Ph: (716) 634-0669

St. John Maron Church cordially invite you to
pray with us The Second Annual International
Rosary on Friday, May 1, 2015 at 7:00 pm. A
receptiuon will follow in the Ceders Banquet
Facility. We will be honored to have you joining
us and other Catholic Churchess from the
greater Buffalo area to pray the Holy Rosary
and offer this beautiful tribute to our Blessed
Mother. (Rev. Elie G. Kairouz, Pastor)

Wine Tasting at St. Mary

Fruit of the'V ine
Wine Tasting Funw Raiser ™
Featuring
Premium Finger Lakes wines
hand-crafted by
Eagle Crest and O-Neh-Da Vineyards,
Hemlock Lake, New York.

May 30th, 2014
6 pm-9 pm

Protection Blessed Virgin Mary Church
2715 Ferry Ave
Niagara Falls, New York 14301

For tickets and additional
Information please call
Father Ray at
716.675.0629



3 paaia "Muaoceppnnit GamapAanun"

Y TpeTio Hepinto nicna cesita Xpuctosoro Bockpe-
CiHHA 3agymanmMocs, uv BiH Bockpec y Hawomy cep-
Ui, 41 My 36arHynv rnmbuHy xeptem Icyca Xpucra ta
HENOBTOPHOrO yYyAa-npaBan - BockpeciHA? Woro
nepemora Hag, CMepTHO - Lie Hall KBUTOK A0 BiYHOCTI
- EAVHOI METM HALLOTO XUTTA, TOTO, O YOro NpsAMye
KOXEH i3 Hac. Y1 MU NPUIAHANK 1 3po3yMinu Bockpe-
CiHHA TaK, WO MOXeMmo 6e3 cTpaxy CBiguMTH Npo Le
Oparam i cectpam y XpucTi? 3BepHimocs fo €BaHre-
nia Ta nocnyxanmo, wWo BoHO po3noBigac. XiHku-
MUPOHOCULI He 3HaWwnu B rpobi Xpucra, i aHren
rosopus Ao Hux; "Bu wykaete Icyca HasapsaHuHa,
po3n'aToro, BiH Bockpec, oro Hema TyT" (Mp 16, 6).
Ti, Aki 6nu3bko 3Hanu Icyca, xogunu 3 Hum, um
NoBip1nun uuM croBam aHrena? 3 siKOK BipoH i 3aB-
3ATTAM NPUIMAEMO 1 MM HaBYaHHA cBAToI LiepkBu?
Yun Bipumo y ii npaBegHicTb i npaBauBicTL? Ak
NpPUIUMaEmMo nopaau, 30BHiLUHI 1 BHYTPILLHI, WO Npu-
XoAATb Ao Hac Big LiepkBu abo HaTxHeHHs CBATOrO
fOyxa? [obpe 6yno 6 Tyt npurapgatu 3i Crtaporo
3aBiTy npo natpiapxa ABpaama: yce oro XuTTs, no-
[i6HO, IK KOXHOI NIOANHM, Lo 6axae T 3a FoNocoMm
Boxum, - 6yno 6opotbboto. Mocnoab He oanH pa3
Haronowye, WO cepeauHN He iCHYE: MOXHa UTU 3
Borom abo npotu Hboro. MoBYaHHA, kOTpi YyeMo B
LiepKBi 3 pOKYy B piK, MOXYTb 34aBaTUCA BXe Helli-
KaBUMHU, cnoBo Boxe YacTo MepTBi€ B Hawwmx cep-
LiAIX, MU CIyXaemo, ane He 4yemo ronocy. Cnoso ne-
pectac OyTW XWUBUM i OIANLHAM Y HaLOMY XMTTI
(nop. €Bp 4, 12). Axwo He uaemo 3a Borom, Topi
AemMo HenpaBUNLHO - i Lie He3anepeyHa icTUHa, Ha-
BiTb KOMNW XTOCb Y Lie He BipUTb i HacMixaeTbes 3
uboro. Focnoab KOXHOMY 3 Hac Aae 00iTHULI, ane B
Hac He BMCTayae TepniHHA AOYEKaTUCA BUKOHAHHSA
Boxux o6iTHuub. MoBipMo, Wwo Bora cnyxaTu kpae,
Hix ce6e! fAKwo B HawoMy cepLi nepeMorno Bockpe-
CiHHS, ToAi 3HMKae cTpax niTi 3a borom. iTn y cBOE-
MYy LWOAEHHOMY XMUTTi, MPUAMAOYU TePRiHHAM
CMepTb CBOro "a", NPUAHABLIM TUX, XTO € nopsag,
TaKUMK, AKUMU BOHU €. TIPUAHATU HECNYXHAHUX Ai-
TeW, KOTpi He BUNpaBAany Bawux cnopiBaHb; npa-
Li10, AIKOi He NOBMMO; CBapNMBY APYXUHY; Galiayxo-

ro, MOXe, i WoAHA HETBEPE30ro YONOBIKa; AOKYYK-
BOrO Cycifa ToLo - yce Le BUMaran BHYTPiLUHbOrO
3aBMMpaHHA Haworo "a". Focnoab ouikye, Wwob mu
posipunucs Momy, BiH Gaxac AONOMOrTH HaMm y
TPYAHOLLAX KUTTA.

MoBepHiMoOcs A0 XiHOK-MMPOHOCULb, WO NPUOY-
nu 3paHKy go rpoby Icyca: "l BoHM, BUNLLOBILM, BTEK-
nu Bip rpody, 60 xax i TpeneT oropHys ix, i Hikomy
HiYoro He cka3anu, 6o 6osnuca” (Mp 16, 8). Ctpax,
KOTPMIA BUHWKaE BiA HeJoOBIpKW, napanisye ixHi ycTa,
i BOHM MoBYaTb. XKiHKM He BUKOHanu npoxaHHs bo-
Xoro aHrena, a Bin npocuB ix cnoBicTuTM npo Boc-
KpeciHHA Xpucrta. CBaTtui anocton Jlyka po3nosi-
pae, wo Mapis Marganuna, WoanHa i Mapis, matu
flkoBa, Ta iHWi XiHKM onoBinuM anocTonam, WO BOHU
He 3HanwWwnu IcycoBoro Tina, LWo ABa YONoBikM CKa3a-
nu'im npo Moro BockpecikHa. Ane anocTonu He Bipu-
NN HaCTINbKK, SIK NULIE EBAHFENUCT, WO NOYyTi cno-
Ba NPO BOCKPECiHHA iM "BuaaBanuca nycTum Bep-
3iHHAM" (Nk 24,11). Tenep BapTO NocTaBUTH COOI 3a-
MUTaHHA: AK MOE XUTTA cBiAYUTL Npo Xpucta, Konu
A MOMNKCA, BUXOAXY i3 Xpamy, CRinKyrocs 3 GnmnxHi-
MU, 3anulIalcsl Ha caMoTi i B3arani Ha KOXHOMY
micui?..

Ocb Ui XiHK1 BTEKNM 1 HIKOMY Hi4Oro He cka3anu,
00 HacnpaBgi He 3yCTpinu XMBOro BOCKPECnoro
Bora y cBoix cepusx, nonpu Te, wWo 6ynu no6oxHi,
Wwnu ao rpoby 3poduti 4oopy cnpaBy - HAMACTUTH
Tino nomepnoro naxowamu. BiH € Ton, xTo Bigoupae
cTpax, Aapytoum ceodoay bBoxoi gutunum. | He Tpeba
npuMywyBaTi cebe A0 Haa3BMYaWHMX NOBOXKHMX aK-
TiB - BUHATKOBMX MOCTIB YX [OBrMX MONUTOB, 60
locnoab nbuTth Tebe He 3a A0OPI BUMHKHU. BiH nio-
ouTb Tebe 1 ToAi, KOoNKn TBOA Aywa nodibHa Ao Tina
npokaxeHoi noauHu, BiH Gaxae 03gopoBUTM Hac
Bif ycAIKOro poAy rpixie, ane 3a HawWMM GaxaHHAM i
Bipoto. Po6u 3 nio6osi go Bora Te, wo B cuni 3po-
OuTH, He BUMYuYIOUM cebe i CBOIX GNMKHIX NOGOX-
HUMM NpaKTMKamm, KOTpi ToGi He nig cuny. Xpuctu-
SIHUH MYCUTb BiAMOBRATMCA Bif rpixa, a 3 ycboro
iHWoro Myapo KopuctaTi Afsi CBOFO OCBAYEHHS 1
CnaciHHA...

(Kup Irop BosHsik)

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Christ is Risen — Indeed He is Risen!

The first two Sundays after Easter Sunday gave us
the mystery of the Resurrection to contemplate, from
various aspects. We saw the resurrection through
the eyes of St. Thomas and the other disciples; we
also saw the resurrection through the eyes of the
myrrh-bearing women. Today is the Sunday of the
Paralytic, commemorating a miracle which, histo-
rically, belongs to the earthly days of Christ’s minist-
ry. Jesus meets this paralytic man on the Sabbath
day. In the Gospel reading, Saint John describes
how a paralyzed man had been lying beside the pool
of Bethesda waiting for the stirring of the waters by
an angel so that he could be healed. His wait lasted
not for an hour, or a few days, or even a few months,
but thirty-eight years. As amazing as this man’s
patience and perseverance may have been, perhaps
what stands out even more is the fact that no one -
not a single person during the course of all these
years had compassion on him and helped him into
the pool. This aspect of the story is often forgotten,
but it is important for us because we must never
ignore the fact that situations of great suffering
always exist in the world today. Countless people
suffer every day from different afflictions and many
have no one to care for them. So for us, this Gospel
message must be a call to action: We are all made in
God’s image and as such, are called to love our
neighbors as ourselves. All of us, therefore, are
responsible for one another. This is part of our
mission as followers of Christ.

But in caring for each other we must also be aware
that a person’s suffering may not be as outwardly
obvious to us as the affliction of the paralytic. If we
imagine ourselves out and about during a regular
day, and we look at the people around us---we have
no way of knowing how broken they are, how much
pain and agony there is in their lives, or how many
broken hopes, how much fear and rejection and
contempt bring them down. But even if we can’t see
it, there is an illness inside of them — a spiritual
struggle, which we all share in common: The same

disease, which is sin. So we can say then, that
suffering is not only the outward physical, but also
the inner, spiritual pain. Spiritual sickness is
especially terrible because it harms our relationship
with others and ultimately with God. There are those
of us who are spiritually paralyzed - and that
describes the majority of us, we who make little or
no effort to appeal to the Lord for healing of our
spiritual illnesses and ailments. We who make little
or no attempt to cooperate with the powerful grace
and energy that God sends to us every day and
which we turn away from; we who confess our sins
and then turn right around and do them all over
again, demonstrating our complete lack of repent-
ance and determination to change. If we are to
answer this call to help others, we must do some
housekeeping of our own. Before we are able to help
others, we must first examine ourselves and see
what sins are plaguing us. And it takes great courage
to look inside, because when we do, we find things
that we do not like about ourselves or do not wish to
accept. We might try to place blame on someone or
something other than ourselves instead of taking
responsibility for our sins. But the truth is that the
cause is inside us and cannot be avoided. We must
also realize that in fighting our spiritual battles, our
sinful problems will not change overnight. Change
takes a number of things: One is patience:

Consider the Paralytic, who after 38 years of
suffering, could have complained when Christ
arrived asking him “What took you so long?” but he
didn’t. Instead of an angry, bitter response to the
Lord’s question: Do you want to be healed? The
paralytic responded, calmly and patiently. He was
struggling, but never gave up hope. And we cannot
give up hope either. In our darkest moments, when
things may seem hopeless, we must never forget
that God is with us and that he loves us. The
paralytic suffered in loneliness because he had no
one to help him. He could not bring about healing
through his own efforts. So what did he do? He
waited patiently for Christ. The second thing change
requires is a little work on our part. When the Lord



commanded the Paralytic to “Rise, be made whole,
take up your mat and walk” he was giving the parlay-
tic a command. Taking up ones mat and walking
involves obedience and work; a command, which we
all received at baptism when we received the Holy
Spirit, enabling us with the ability to follow the
commandments and to become pure. Taking up the
mat is like taking up our cross; it is our mission, to
follow Christ’s example and how he lived. A mission
that we must continue to say “yes” to throughout
our lives in spite of our times of spiritual struggle.

Lastly, it is necessary to trust in God by taking our

free-will and submitting
it to God by placing our
hope in Him— then we
can begin to see our
sufferings  turn  to
healing and we can also
help others who suffer,
by letting Christ work
through us. It is only
then, that we can look at ff§
one another with a true
understanding and with ¢
proper attention, so that &
we can reach out to
each other and truly
love our neighbor as ourselves

This leads me to share with you some thoughts
about a movie that | watched last year in the theaters
entitled God’s Not Dead. It's a whole series of stories
within stories of how people’s lives intertwine with
one another through what seems like divine inter-
vention. But the main story line throughout the
movie deals with a professor of philosophy who
requires his students to sign an agreement stating
that ‘God is dead’ and the courage of one student to
take on the challenge of proving to his class and his
professor that ‘God’s Not Dead’. People from all
walks of life are intertwined within this story, from
lawyers to media professionals to doctors to pastors
and students. It involves people helping each other,
people getting involved in the lives of others and the

reality that even the small things we do can be
profound examples of God’s work not only in in our
lives, but in the lives of others. Ultimately, the story
reminds us that God is very much alive, working in
our lives in ways that we cannot even imagine, and
the importance of sharing and spreading our faith
with one another. Truthfully, if life were some finite
existence and God did not exist, then what would be
the value in living life as we know it. Through our
faith, we are reassured that God is very much alive,
and that we can share in His infinite existence if we
choose to follow Him and believe. The movie was
quite inspirational and
moving, and it touched
base on so many different
L8 avenues and facets of life
that every viewer cannot
help but be impacted by
its simple and profound
belief that God Is Not
§ Dead.
g Today’s Gospel closes
i with a warning: which
Jesus expressed to the
Paralytic after his healing,
but also to all of us: Jesus
says: “Sin no more, so
that nothlng worse happens to you.” In other words,
now you have been healed, be careful not to practice
a sinful life, in order that nothing worse becomes of
you. This is a warning to us: If we show no sign that
we want to be healed; if we try to hide from our sins
instead of facing them and taking responsibility for
them... if we do not place our trust and hope in God
and do not obey the command to rise and carry our
cross, then we too will continue to lie in sickness, or
fall into a worse spiritual sickness, which may make
the Paralytic’s 38 years seem like a drop in the
bucket. So what is the way out? What is our
solution? A wise priest once wrote: ‘The answer is
given in today's Gospel. The way out is Christ, He
who healed the paralytic. And we must be ready to
receive him as did the paralytic. To trust God and let

him work through us. Christ can heal physical
illness and spiritual illness not only because He
overcomes sin, but also because He can overcome
the ultimate consequence of sin - death itself.’ | find
that as we journey through life, many people remain
broken over past scars they have faced in their lives:
hardships, rejection, broken dreams, tragedy, and
heartache. It is important for us to know that scars
only tell us where we have been, but they do not
dictate where we are going - that is what our faith is
for — and Christ bore the ultimate scars for our
salvation, so we have nothing to fear!

Truthfully, many Christians fail to do what Jesus
did by the Pool of Bethesda; we fail to acknowledge
the reality of people’s hurts. But today’s Gospel
offers hope by showing us quite clearly that we do
have someone - a Savior who loves us and can heal
us with His grace. During today’s service, the
Church recalls three cases of divine healing: that of
the Canaanite woman, the centurion’s servant at
Capernaum, and the paralytic at Bethesda. We enter
into the spirit of the Church by praying especially,
this Sunday, that our Lord will relieve the sick and
minister to all those in need of healing. We
especially pray for their strength and courage as
they face the challenges ahead of them, and that the
good Lord in His grace will grant them the peace
they so earnestly seek. Christ came to earth with a
mission; He came to bring salvation to the world.
Sometimes, we lose sight of our own purpose here
on earth, because unlike Christ, we are not born with
an awareness of our mission. So we live by the
example and teaching of Christ, and we are given the
gift of the Holy Spirit to guide us in our daily actions.
No matter how many years we are given in this
lifetime here on Earth, we can all be certain of one
very important and amazing detail: Jesus loves us
with a love that we cannot even begin to
comprehend. And this love of the Lord enables us
to share his compassion and goodwill with one
another. The Savior of the world is here, and He has
come with the power and the glory of His
Resurrection.

In Memoriam — BiuHaa MNam’atb!

Ynokoiscs B Mocnopi
+Cs. I1am. bornan Illep6a
(7 Cepnns, 1959 -19 KiTHs, 2015)
MxopoH 6yB y MM’aTHMLtO

PoauHi cknapgaemo cnisuyTTS,
a nomy xai byge
BIMHAA NAM'ATD!

Fell asleep in the Lord

+Dan Szczerba
(August 7, 1959 - April 19, 2015)

Entered into rest April 19, 2015, devot-
ed father of Daniel & Nicholas Szczerba;
loving son of John and the late Halyna
(nee Rugula) Szczerba; dear brother of
Nadia Guthridge and Myroslava Berta-
lan; also survived by relatives & friends.
We extend our sympathy to the Family.

May he rest in peace!

Eternal Memory!



