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Tpiymcanshum B'i3g Icyca Xpucta B Epycanum —
e BefiMKe TOPXECTBO, B SIKOMY Hapoj BUABNSAE
CMOHTaHHY papicTb i npocnaense ocnoga bora.
XpucToBi yyHi Ta Hapop BiTanu Xpucta 3 Harogu
Woro 6oxecTBEHHOI NepeMory Hag CMepTio — BOC-
kpeciHHs Jlazaps (Mo. 12, 17). BoHu cnaBunu Bora
TaKox 3a Bci 6aueHi Humu Moro uyaa (1. 19, 39).

Y uen ypoumcTum MOMEHT, BCiMa ocniByBaHWIA Ta
npocnaBnoBaHNii, XpUCTOC TPUMAETLCA CKPOMHO:
TaKk BiH noBoauBcA 3aBXAM i LIbOro HaBYyaB iHLWMWX
(M. 11, 27-30). BiH ige Ha CKpOMHOMY OCRIAATI, K Lie
npopoKyBaB Npopok 3axapis (9, 9).

IkoHa nepeaae 3BOpyLUEHHS HAPOAY, AKUMA CTpivae
XpucTa 3 nanbmamu Ta ocniBye Woro. lesiki crensitb
nepea Hum, ik BUSIB NowwaHu, CBOKO BEPXHIO OAEXY,
iHWi 3pi3aloTb NanbMOBI riNku, Woo6 npocTenuTy ix
nepea Xpuctom (Mr. 21, 8). Yacom, o6 He po3duBatu
KOMMO3uLito, Nioau Ha aepeBax Ta 6ins Xpucra 306-
paXyTbCa AyXe 3MEHLEeHUMU.

YpouucTicTb i€l npouecii gocarHyna BeplnHu,
Konu Hapop ocniByBaB Xpucta sk uapsa I3paing i
cuHa [laBuga, Ak npuxoauTb B iM'a Boxe. BoHu
BurykyBanu «OcaHHa Ha BUCOTI» (Mp. 11, 8-10; Mr. 21, 8-
9). Lie 6yno siBHMM BM3HaHHAM XpuUcTa AK 06iLisiHOro
i , s Boxoro Mecii i 06ypuno capuceis. Bonn Haka3yBa-
Entertaintment was also provided by quartet “Akords FL \'\ﬁr‘ r.',f i ;?r \ nu Womy ctpumaty ui Buryku. Ha ue Xpucroc Big-
of the Soul” (Akopau Mymi): fr. Mykhajlo Dosyak, fr. —_— - — MOBIB, WO KONM 3aMOBKHYTb N0AMW, TO KpUyatume
Roman Sedorovyeh, Thor BoyKoiG RS Entry into Jerusalem - KBiTHa Hepins «amiuus (nx. 19, 40).
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM +Ewa & Wasyl Borowiec
(Family)

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. Mukosas
(ITig Omikoro I1./1.M.)

HOP’ﬁﬂOK CB. JITYPI'1A

28 Keitusa: Ksitna Henins

April 28 Samaritan Wom. — H. Camap.

12:00 PM. +Elsie Kobasuk
(Eternal Memory — Biunas Ilam’siTn!)

Monday April 29 — IloH., 29 KBiTHs1
8:15 AM 3a 3a. i B HaM. a-pa Ctenana
Ocamuu (C. O.)

Tuesday April 30 — Bis., 30 KBiTust
7:00 PM +Dmytro Baranyckyj (Family)
40 days & panachyda

Wed. May 1 - (see Julian)
Thursday May 2 — (see Julian)
Friday May 3 - (see Julian)

Saturday May 4 — Cy6ora, S TpaBus
9:00 AM +JIrogmuaa (OpatoBa)
4:30 PM For Parishioners

10:00 p. +Boaoaumup Ilacika (p. IlpaBax)

Cepena, 1 TpaBHs:
9:00 p. Hamepin OcBsiuennx /lapis

Beaukuk Yersep, 2 TpaBus:
6:00 B. YTpens Crpacreit

3 Tpasus: Beauka I’arauus
5:00 p. BucraBiaenns Ilnamannuni

4 Tpasus: Beauka Cyoora
3:45 B. buaarociaosenusa Komukis
4:30 8 Jlitypris Cs. Bacuiuis

6:00 B. buarocsioBennsi Komukis
CnoBigb nepen i micJisi 6J1arocJi0OBeHHs!

5 Tpasus BEJIMKJIEHD

May S Man born blind — H. Cain.

12:00 PM. Health of John & Rosemary
Maxim (Peter Maxim)

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!
XPUCTOC BOCKPEC! BOICTUHY BOCKPEC!

Eternal Light burns for

+Hryhorij Sarachman
Requ. By Joanne Bader

Biune Cgitiio B yects I1./[.M. roputs
3a ACJUBY MOAOPOK B YKpaiHy
i IacJuBUH MOBOPOT

oxepTBa: AnHa Tranu4

7:00 p. HagrpoOne
7:20 p. BockpecHa YTpeHHs
8:30 p. Ca. JliTypris

Today, April 28,
after the Children's thur ‘

Tere will be Pizza andPop afterward
ITo Cs. Jlityprii cboroani “Egg Hunt”
a OmicJIfl 3aIPOLIY€EMO /10 3aJIi.

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Embroidery

photos on facebook.com jahawryluk@gmail.com

Please Support our Sponsors

PHONE 893-1025

o

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 8951404

Eﬁru Dehcatessen Sture

1550
Wwilliam Street

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 8951404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhomeinc.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

-.\ :’%
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www .Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowagea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.busszkafuneralhomeinc.com/

DNIPRO M JAHITIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the
$100,000 Building Fund.

Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Ambherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

4166 Union Road

(716) 894-1772

Haimupimi nobaxkanns Boxkoro
BaarocaAoBeHHs OAf BCix mapadian
YxpailHCBKHX LIEPKOB HaZACHAAE
Ykpaincbka KpeauTHa Cniaka
“CBIH J10 CBOrO I10 CBOE™

Please use our

product & services

Free checking!
Competitive rates on Loans, Visa Credit
cards, CD’s and savings account
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
Free Life Insurance (some restrictions apply)
Domestic & International Wires,
Translations, Notary Public

Join now and become a member of
our Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com
Hours of operations:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday:
10:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday: 10:00am - 2:00pm;
Friday: 10:00 - 7:00pm

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

“Special Appeal”
IMO Helen Ledder
Anna Holowaty - $20.00

Paska's will be available for
purchase on Sunday after

IHo Caariii JliTyprii cboroaui
MoskHa Oyjae 3aKyNMTH MACKU.

Miss Buffalo Cruise,
Sunday, June 9th, 2-5 PM
$25.00
Sponsored by Ukrainian American
Civic Center, 205 Military Rd
For reservations call:

Juri 392-9657 or Roman 837-9359

Cell Phones - Mo06iabHi Teachonu:

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
Lackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

St. Joseph School for Boys Bookstore
Ronda Doucette: (574) 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

Please turn off or silence your cell
phone before entering the church.
Thank you!

* % %

IIpocumo BUIIyYyBaTH
Bali MOOiIbHI Tes1eponM,
nigyac Cesaroi JliTyprii.
Jsikyemo!

Very Important! fyxe BaxHe!

If you plan to schedule an event in St.
Nicholas Church Hall, talk to Pastor first
and then contact Mrs. Anna Melnyk before
putting your event on the calendar.

Kouau nuisinyeTe 1aTy Bamoro BiH4aHHS
YU XpeLleHHs TO MPOCUMO NOrOBOPUTH
3 NapoXoM, 11100 MOTiM He 0YJI0 HEMOPo-
3yminHsa. Moxe cTaTucs, 110 B 1eil JeHb
Oy/ie HeMOKJIYBO Bil0OyTH 3al/ITHOBaHe

* k%

If you are planning a Baptism or Wed-
ding, please contact Pastor about the
date before making other arrangements.

The Buffalo Deanery Choir,
directed by Leo Orynawka,

will meet for rehearsal at 7:00 pm on
April 29 at the Saint Nicholas Church
Hall, 308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo,
NY. Please attend

These rehearsals are open to
everyone who may wish to sing with
the choir at the celebration of Pascha
(Easter) in the church on the morning
of May 5. Copies of the liturgy will be
available in both Ukrainian and a
transliteration.

Our Church Web-Page ls:
http://lwww.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Page Is:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

49 Bimain Coro3y YkpaiHok
IToBigomJisi€ O PO3NOYHHAEMO LII0-
piuHy 30ipKy Ha cTHIeH/Il 119 He3a-
MOKHOI MoJ101i B YKpaiHi. YUekn MoxHa
punucysatu Ha Ukrainian National
Women’s League. /ly:ke asikyemo!
3a inopmanissMu NPOCUMO 3BepTaTHCS
1o pedepentok 49-ro Binginy:
3opsaun Auumun-bany — 668-9504
Oxcann Cananr — 832-9331

% %k 3k

49th Chapter of UNWLA announces
that “we are accepting Scholarship
donations for needy students in
Ukraine.” If paying by check please
make it out to UNWLA — Branch 49.
Thank you very much!

SAVE THE DATE
The 75 Annual Conven-
tion of the League of Uk-
rainian Catholics will be
held in Buffalo October

4,5, 6,2013 at the Airport

Holiday Inn. We ask the support of

our local Ukrainian community in

this endeavor. We especially ask that
organizations not schedule any
events that weekend. Thank you!

75 KonBenuis Jlirn Ykpainuis Karosm-
kiB Oyae B bogdaino, 4-6 ’KoTHs, 2013

2013 LUC dues are now payable. Please
make checks ($7.00) payable to League
of Ukr. Catholics, Niagara Frontier
Council. Dues can be sent to
Ihor Pereyma,

38 Lester St., Buffalo, NY 14210

'\ New Yorkers
= Lforf

Stop the NYS Abortion Expansion Bill

l

Conscience protection laws ensure that
health care providers and health care
institutions may opt out of performing
morally objectionable procedures like
abortion without fear of retaliation. If the
provisions of the Reproductive Health
Act are included in the Governor’s
proposed Women’s Equality Act,
Catholic hospitals and health care
providers may be required to participate
in the performance of an abortion.

The Governor and the NYS Senate need
to hear that you oppose abortion expansion
bill.

Go to www.nyscatholic.org

In the red bar at top of page, click on
“Take Action, Stop the Cuomo Abortion
Expansion Bill” Follow the directions to
contact the Governor and your State
Senator.

Can't We Love , b
Them Both? |

Oppose Gov. Cuomo’s
Abortion Expansion Act

www.NewYorkersForLife.org

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN - is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM.
Thank you for your patronage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!
e We need help in the kitchen. Thank you!

e Thanks are extended to all our good helpers
in the Kitchen. Mnohaya Lita to you all!!!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHHUK BumaeThes THKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBatu 1o I’aTHHNI Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS

KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VEPATHGEKA KATOAUIILKA IEPKRA

GRATOIO MHKOAALA

(TITA OMIKOK MPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPII OAITITPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help O%pé'

us raise money

for our Church

by purchasing never stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops

anyway, why not help. You do not lose or

gain anything by doing this, but our Church

will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of

your spending. To take advantage of this

program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,

or call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!
Please note: You can purchase gasoline

with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ nac ycnimino npoaawtbest Kaprouknm 3
kpamuuui "Tonc". Kynywoun ix Bu nomara-
eTe nepksi. Li1sa Bac He poOuTh pisHuLi yu
BH IUIATHJIM IPillIMM YU KAPTOYKOI0, aj1e
nepkBa jgicrane Bix ,, Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oaepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTH ciin
3Bepratucs 10 n. Mapii bognap, ado 10 kaHn-
nesspii. JIskyemo!

LI IRIBVIETIE stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnoginb: Ilepex Ca. Jlityprisimu

Baptism: By appointment
XpeuieHHsi:  3a 10MOBJICHHSAM

Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
Binuanus: T'osocutucs 6 MicsimiB ckopiine
Religion classes — Pejiriiina Ilporpama
Cyo0ora - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Onika naa xBopumu
Family members should call the Rectory
Pozuma IMOBUHHA HOBiIlOMHTH CBAILIICHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i moTpedH 3aB:KIH MOKHA 3aKJINKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

3 papia " Muaocepannii Gamapanuu"

Mu BCTynaeMo CbOTOJIHi B CTPACHI JHi
I'ocnoani, B 4ac, KOJIM 3rycTHJIACH TeM-
PsiBa i KOJIM MiIHIMAETHCS 30Psl HOBOI'O
cBiTJIa, 30psi BiYHOCTI, 3po3yMijia Juie
THM, XTO pa3oM 3 XpHCTOM BCTYIIA€ B 10
nitbMmy. Ile — TempsiBa i HaniBMOpOK, 1e
3Mmimagacs mnpasaa i Hempasjaa, e
3MilIaa0cs Bce, IO JHMIIE MOXke OyTH
3mimane: Bxix I'ocnoaniit B €Epycanum,
TAKUH YPOYUCTUI, CIOBHEHHIl TaKol
CJ1aBH, BOJHOYAC BeCh NMOOY/A0BAHHII Ha
CTpPalIHOMY Hemopo3yMiHHi. JKwuresi
epycajauMchbKi 3ycrpivaors Cnacurens
Xpucra ypouucro i pamicHo, TOMy IO
4eKalTh, 110 BiH 3BLIbHUTH CBiil Hapoa
Bil MOJITMYHOrO THIiTY; i KOJM 3’1-
cyerbess, mo CnacurejJb NPUHIIOB
3BIJILHUTH JIIO/ei i Bech CBIT BiJ rpixa,
BiJl HempasaM, Bil BiACYTHOCTI J11000BI,
BiJl HeHABHCTIi, TOAI Bil HBLOrO BigBep-
HYTbCSl 3 TIPKOTOI0, PO34apOBaHICTIO, i
Ti, XTO TaK ypO4HCTO HOro 3ycrpidas,
nepeTBOPATHCSA Ha BOporiB. I nporsirom
BCHOI'0 THKHSI, BeCb 4aCc TeMpsBa, CYy-
TIHKH 4epryirbcs 3 MNPoOJIuCKaMH
cBiTIA... (Mumpononum Anmoniti Cypodiccokutl)

Ilepen Hamu Besukuii Yersep, xom
10 Xpucroc Ha Taiiniii Beuepi 3i cBoiMH
yuHsiMu ycraHoBjsie Ilpecary €Bxa-
PHCTIIO.

Ilepen namu Beauka I saTHHUS, KON
Xpucra posin’siau i koan Bin nomep Ta
NMOXOBAaHMI, i 37a€Thest MO Bebomy. Io3-
OyJucs ioro, 60 Bin BunaBaBcsi HeOe3-
neynnM, 00 Bin HacmiimBca Ha3BaTH
ceoe Cumnom boxum. I npuxoanrts
Beauka Cy6ora. bBespagnicts. Typoora.
HeneBnictb. I Haxii HaBiTH Bike HeMae.

Ane 3a TwkaeHb Oyae Beauknaenb, i
PanToOM Bce 3MIHIOETbCSI. XPHCTOC BCTAE 3
rpody, Tak sik mepena ckaszas. Bin — Ile-
peMoskenb Hajx cmeptio. Bin - 7Kuswmii.
IIpocaasienui.

Crporoani Icyc BigumHsie Ham jaBepi
Hebecnoro IlapcrBa. €pycanum € cum-
BoJsioM Toro Ilapcrsa, iioro npoodpasom.
€pycanum — ne «ikona mupy». Tak, ne
o0pa3 [lapcTBa cnpaBeNIMBOCTH i MHpY,
conpuyactsa 3 IlpecBsarorw Tpoiiuerw, 10
SAxoi Icyc O6axae BBeCcTH Hac Bike Temep.
Hinoro nuboro Mupy € 6oporbda i mepemora
HaJ TNOoJiJIaMH, HEHABHCTIO, OOMAaHOM,
rpixom, 3amiaara 3a ki — cMeprb. Cun
JlaBuaiB  NPUXOAUTH MiIKOPUTH CBOE
MicTO, TOOTO Te 3aXoBaHe Miclie, B sike Bin
NPUHOCUTH cBiif mup. I num 3axoBaHum
MiceM € cepus Jiloae, Hami cepus.
BnponoBx nbporo THiKHsI TpUBaTUMe 00-
pors0a Hamoro yJwoJeHoro Ilapsi, 6o-
porn0a 3a 3HMIIEHHS B Hac rpixa i cMep-
. Moro BockpeceHHsi — e NepeMora
Moro xpecta Haj HAIIMM Tpixom, mepe-
MOra JJI000BHM Ha/l HALLIOI0 CMEPTIO.

AJle Bce TNOYHHAETHCA CHOroAHi. Bin
BXOJMTh [I0 HALLIOT0 KUTTS Yepe3 CBOE Mo-
nmzxennsi. Cvupenns Icyca, Horo saria-
HicTh — e BY3bKi Bopota 10 HeGecHoro
IapcrBa. Tomy Mmu MmaemMo O0yTH cepe THX
Majaux, komy Otenp BiAKpHBa€ TalHy
cgoro Cuna. Came aiTH B TOH 4ac BiTaIn
Icyca narinnoro i cymupHoro cepuem, i ca-
Me 4Yepe3 TaKy NOCTaBy MU TAKOXK MOKe-
Mo Biakputu IcycoBi moctyn a0 Hamoro

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

April 28, 2013 A.D.

Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen!
Dear :
(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

Hello, my Dear One. Seems God is willing and the
creek didn’t rise, which means you’ve got mail again this
week. For those of us who appreciate “the letter” in the
mailbox, that's a very good thing. © A day or two ago,
while touring the neighborhood in my capacity as “Mayor
of the Street,” | noticed one of the residents checking her
mailbox. She put her hand in the box and came up empty-
handed. “Not even any junk mail,” she said very
disappointedly. Obviously, she, too, liked to receive mail,
but that day there would be none. Made me thankful for
the nice mail we receive.

Oh the ridicule! Oh the mocking! Oh the nasty
comments! Every once in a while | receive a note, a
phone call or a comment regarding something I've written
in this letter. Remember last week | told you | had to write
very early in the week in order to have everything printed
prior to our leaving for the Sobor in Stamford? Well, that
meant the copy of the letter sent on-line was also read
very early, and a number of people knew the content well
before Sunday. Not really a big deal, except for the fact
that in the letter | declared winter to be over. And then the
grief began...

The Sobor ended last Saturday evening, April 20. We
left St. Basil's and beautiful Stamford on a gorgeous
spring day with the world bathed in sunshine and
crowned with the many brilliant colors of all the flowers,
blooming trees and shrubs. We had a pleasant drive
across New York State until we got to Wyoming county.
and that's when my persecution began. Oh yeah, it's
always those closest to you, who hurt you the most! ©

We ran into “lake enhanced snow squalls!” Alas, a
touch of winter weather and winter driving! There was no
real difficulty, but our driver had to be very cautious and
alert as there was the slightest accumulation on the
highway, making the going a tad slippery. Then, from the
back seat, came voices immediately reminding me about
‘what you wrote in the letter.”

“How could winter be over? Look at the snow! Ha Ha,
you said there was no more winter!” And then more “Ha
Ha’s.” What grief and persecution we must endure as we
go through this valley of tears!® & And it continued for
the final 50 or 60 miles right up to our door in West
Seneca because it indeed, was snowing all the way. But
| will stand my ground and keep to my statement that
winter is over! Oh yes, we did see snow, and it was a bit
chilly the last few days, but even here in Western NY the
grass is growing “like gangbusters,” the flowers are in
bloom and we even had one day when it was warm
enough to spend several hours in the sandbox with the
grandchildren. If the forecasters are correct, as you read
this note you should be wrapped in springtime warmth
and will, without a doubt, be hearing the sounds of
children’s voices, very happy birds, and lawnmower
engines! Happy Spring! It is definitely here now, no
matter the comments of those naysayers!

Did you see the beautiful full moon this week? That
jewel in the sky is now the announcement of “The Great
Day” according to the Julian calendar. This is the full
moon they have been so greatly anticipating since the
beginning of the Great Fast. Sunday April 28 is “Kvitna
Nedila” or “Flowery/Paim Sunday” and the following
Sunday May 5, will be Pascha for our families, friends
and Orthodox brothers and sisters who pray according to
‘the old calendar.”

If you didn’t get enough of the delightful Paschal foods
so far, you will be very happy with the big separation of
the old and new calendars this year. In a few weeks the
people of our old calendar parishes will be gathering for
their parish Paschal meal, the Sviachenne. | don't know
about you, but | won't mind another taste of those very
special, and once a year, foods for a second time.

| suppose you are waiting to hear about the much
publicized Sobor, held in Stamford, Ct. from April 18 to
April 20. It was truly an amazing event! From the
afternoon of our arrival at the hotel to the departure on
Saturday, it was one interesting and God-filled moment
to another. And that was the amazing part of all of it....the
presence of God indeed overshadowed all the
participants, and it was awesome to realize HE was there
among us! Imagine that-there we were, a mixture of over



200 clergy, religious and laity coming in all shapes
and sizes, age groups and mind-sets, all gathering
for the sole purpose of “getting to heaven™! It was
pretty incredible. What a joy it was to be with all
those beautiful, dedicated and faithful people of our
Church!

We arrived in Stamford on Thursday afternoon
and went directly to the hotel to check in. The good
things of the Sobor began right there in the lobby as
old friends greeted one another and new friends
were immediately made. This Christian spirit
continued in everything we said and did during the
following days of the gathering. It was a very special
time for us, who were the delegates, for you who
could not attend, and for our entire Greek-Catholic
Church throughout the world! It was quite obvious
how much time and effort was put into making this
Sobor the success that it was. Hotel arrangements
were made, press releases sent out, much printing
was done, and all the details of hospitality and of the
schedule and meetings made our stay comfortable,
interesting and very, very worthwhile. Congra-
tulations and thanks to all who worked so tirelessly
“to make it all happen.” The Hierarchical Liturgies on
Friday and Saturday made many of the attendants
repeat those words of the envoys of St. Viadimir after
attending the Divine Liturgy in Constantinople: “We
knew not whether we were in heaven or on earth.” It
was that kind of experience in the chapel at St.
Basil's and in the Cathedral where we prayed the
first Moleben to the Theotokos.

| don’t want to list the entire schedule here, but |
will tell you there were four bishops present and we
heard from them all. One priest and two lay people
were invited to give talks on three main components
of a vibrant parish as listed by our Patriarch
Sviatoslav in his pastoral letter. Reflection upon
these talks was then the foundation upon which the
later deliberations and discussions of the groups
were based. Fr. Andrij Onuferko spoke about the
Word of God; Lesya Muraszczuk (Yonkers, NY)
spoke on the Holy Mysteries and Prayer; Richard
Pucher (Rochester) had his letter on Serving One’s

Neighbor read as he could not attend due to illness.
These were thoughtful and inspiring talks and the
presenters are obviously very special people in the life
of our Church.

After hearing the talks, we broke into groups with a
moderator assigned and then discussed the content
and meaning as we tried to answer questions relating
to the topic. This was the “meat and potatoes” of the
Sobor, for it was in these discussion groups where the
various topics for resolution were discussed and put
forward. We discussed Liturgy, language, service, pro-
life, the mission of our church, who we are and where
we are going. All the areas of our Church were
discussed, even ‘the elephants in the room.” Even
though those “elephants” still remain, at least in one
way or another they were discussed at some point. We
know they are there and we gotta do something about
them.

We all left for home very satisfied, hopeful, relieved
and exhausted, realizing this was only the beginning
of the work towards the “Vibrant Parish.” We have so
much to look forward to and to work toward as we
continue this “Year of Faith,” and await the resolutions
of the Sobor. There will be much more to come in the
days ahead. We were like the disciples on Mt. Tabor
at the Transfiguration when they said, “Lord it is good
for us to be here!” They had to descend the mountain
and do His work; we, too, have come down from the
mountain and have pledged to follow Him and do His
work.

May God continue to bless us, guide us and allow
His face to shine upon us. May we all find protection
beneath the heavenly veil of the Most Holy Theoto-
kos.

In the Love of our Risen Lord,

Fr. Ray

Best way to argue — not to argue at all.

You have to make a decision.
Let’s pray first.

(Mychajlo Deputat “Viewpoint”)

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Did you ever feel like saying or possibly hear
someone say, “There must be something more to
life.” Whenever we feel in this way or can empathize
with others who share similar feelings, then it shows
we need more of Jesus in our lives. Having the Lord
in the center of our lives makes us feel better. Every
day takes on new meaning and things seem to fall
into place. There was a father who wanted to read a
magazine, but his little girl kept
interrupting him with her play. She |
wanted to know what the United States
looked like. Finally, he tore a sheet out of |
his new magazine on which was printed
the map of the country. Tearing it into |
small pieces, he gave it to her and said,
“Go into the other room and see if you
can put this together. Come back when
you have a complete map of the United
States.” After afew minutes she returned
and handed him the map, correctly fitted and taped
together. Her father was surprised and asked how
she had finished so quickly. “Oh,” she said, “on the
other side of the paper is a picture of Jesus. When |
put the pieces of Jesus where they belonged, then
our whole country came together.”...

Stories can help us make sense out of our lives.
When | was young my parents took my sister and me
to see a production of Mary Poppins. Later, we even
read the book together. | did not know it then, but the
themes in this story of being valued and honored for
who we are, yet loved enough to be given direction
and discipline, helped to shape and form me.
Another type of story that shapes and forms us is the
story of our own lives, meaning our lifetime
experiences and relationships. Christ promises love,
glory, honor, and forgiveness to those He died for -
you and me and everyone who comes to know Him.
Throughout life we may endure abuse, betrayal, loss,
and the consequences of our own sin. But we will
also experience times, even if it is only moments, of
restorative joy and wholeness. We have a choice as
to which stories we will allow to have the greater pull

on our hearts. We also have a choice to allow Christ
to redeem our pain and re-author our lives. Back in
college, | volunteered at a hospital. | once worked
with a sixty-year old man in group therapy. His
childhood included poverty, multiple foster home
placements, abuse, and the deaths of siblings. Due
to the effects of alcoholism, he had only three
months to live. When asked the question, "What
memory, even though very small and perhaps very
long ago, may help you to hope again?"
he responded with the following: "I
remember in first grade | had a very nice
Catholic nun for a teacher. | remember
her handing me back a worksheet and
telling me that | did an outstanding job on
it." |then asked him, "What might your
teacher have seen in you that was hard to
see in yourself back then?" He
responded with, "That | can still be
somebody.” In the final months of his

| Ilfe thls man chose to believe that the memory of his

first grade teacher, a Catholic nun, was more
important than his other lifetime stories of abuse and
neglect, and he lived those last few months with
peace in his heart. It testifies to the importance of
clergy and sisters among our community who have a
positive influence on our faith in Christ. Just last
year, | lost a colleague to pancreatic cancer. He had
taught for 39 years, when he and his wife were both
diagnosed. They had lost their daughter only 9 short
years ago in an automobile accident. Jim’s life story
was full of many hardships, but in his last few days
he made it clear to all of his friends and family that
he was at peace. When asked why, he said: “l am at
peace with God because | know | have nothing to fear
inthe end.” Ayear after his daughter died, a tree was
planted in the garden at our school, just outside
Jim’s classroom. On the day Jim died, | noticed that
his daughter’s tree had fully blossomed over that
weekend. It reminded me that we are so much more
than our life stories, because we can find peace with
God, and even creation rejoices in the fact that there
is something more to life.



