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From the concert | Ukrainiann ; e , e =5 HVePKOBHHH BIGHHK
Home “Dnipro”, April 29, 2017 - ‘ I 7
Concert was indeed very nice.
Thanks to all participants and
organizers. Mnohaya Lita!

A new way of serving Liturgy.
Mary Ann DuBois is in Florida
right now and she answered
Liturgy on skype. That is the
way how we can communicate

with those who are homebound. i
|

It is May, the month of
Theotokos and we started with
rosary at St. John Maron on )
Wherle Drive, May 1, 2017. i
There were good number of ‘
those who attended. 4 “
(see photo bellow)

Christ is Risen!

XiHku, wo npwxop,mb nomaraty B nym KOXHOI I'I’;|T|-|V|L|| Cepp,eql-la yCIM nopska!

Thank you, ladies, for coming to the Church kitchen every Friday. God Bless You!
Christ is Risen! Indeed, Heis Risen! * Xpuctoc Bockpec! Boictuny Bockpec!




GHURGH BULLETIN

May 7 Tpasus PAL) ¥}
IIEPKOBRHUH BIGHUK

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJ1as
(ITix Omnikoro I1.J1.M.)

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'IH

4:30 PM +Sophia Dusaniwsky (Family)
+Codis [lycaniscbka (PoanHa)

May 7 S. of Paralytic — H. PoscnabneHoro

10:00 AM +Catherine & Michael Chort (Mary Ann)

+KatepuHa i Muxainno Xoprt ([oHbka)
12:00 AM For Parishioners — 3a NapoxisiH - ENG.

Monday, May 8 TpaBHs, loHeainok
8:00 AM +The Lucas, Verostko & Chort
Families (Mary Ann Chort)

Tuesday, May 9 TpasHs, BisTopok
9:00 AM +KatepuHa JlexHoBcbKa (Irene Murray)

Wednesday, May 10 TpaeHs, Cepena

9:00 AM +KatepuHa CrawkiB
(D. D. Baranyckyj)

9:45 AM Mone6eHb po Mpeynctoi flin Mapii
Moleben to B.V.M.

Thursday, May 11 TpaBHs, YeTBep
10:00 AM B HamipeHHi MapkisHa Ctactoka
3 Haroam 90-niTTa (poavHa )
MHOIAA NITA! MANY HAPPY YEARS!
Friday, May 12 TpaBus, [T’'aTHuuA
11:15 AM +Betty Wujcik
(Maria Grega-Malaniak)
12:00 PM Mone6eHb go Mpeuncroi flisu Mapii
Moleben to B.V.M.

Saturday, May 13 TpaBHs, Cy6oTa
4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

\-m-nm Bﬁl o

Biune Cgitno B yects 1. [1. M. roputb
3a +Codito [lycaHiBCbKy
MoxeptBa: PoauHa [lycaHiBcbkni

Eternal Light burns for
the intention of Eliana lwanyczko.
Praying for her health.
Requ. by: Luba Szyszkowski & Mary Muhs

May 14 S. Samaritan W. — H. CamapsiHku

Y Hepinto, 21 TpaBHs, Oyae
TopxectBeHHe CBATe Mpuyacta. Tinbku
ogHa Cs. Jlitypris o 10 roauHi.

Maemo 7 nepLionpuyacHuKiB.
CepaeuHo asikyemo EneitH HoBagnew,
L0 KOXXHOrO POKY NPUroTOBNSAE AITUNA A0
TopxectBeHHoro CB. MpuyacTs.

OEHb MATEPI -

10:00 AM For all Mothers - 3a Bcix Mamis

12:00 AM +Halyna Stasiuk — 1 year anniv. - ENG.
(Family)

MOTHER’S DAY

Mpocumo B3aTH yyacTb Y MONeOHAX B
Cepepy i [M’'ATHULIO.

Molebens to BVM are Wednesday and
Friday. Please take part.

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, f}zwefry & Emﬁroid'erl

photos on facebook.com jahawryluk@gmail.com

Nick Hurmak

QWNILE
(716) 316-2540

Alexander Arutunian|
MANACGLR

112 DELAWARE
TONAWANDA,
FAX: i(

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

DNIPRO OHINPO

Ukra|n|an CuIturaI Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm
Live Music first Friday every month
Book your private party now

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

-.1\ :'%
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

www .Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN M. YkPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OEAEPANbHA KPEAUTHA CNINKA

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with

our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NMOCHNYIK

OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKY | TO3UKV | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKM VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
IMOCNYrY HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAIM|CTUMEHAI]

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage.com

= For Al of Your 0

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look

Many Varieties of:

Bologna » Salami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese * Garlic Sausage » Smoked Fish
European Beer » Kefir/Butter + Condiments ¢ Pierog1 (Homemade) - Mary Virieties
Smoked Sausages » Bacan (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ Eumpean Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd., o 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (in dimport Plaza) TR @) Amherst (el Pluza
630-0130 = ) 688-1495

i [l 4

Buffalo Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro
962 Genesee Street
Buffalo NY 14204
(716) 847-6655
www.rufcu.org

Ambherst Branch
Ellicott Creek Plaza
2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Amherst NY 14228
(716) 799-8385
www.rufcu.org

Business Hours
Closed Wednesdays,
3aumnHeHi no cepegax

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday
| 9:30 am - 5 pm |
[1OH., BIBTOPOK, YETBEP
Friday / [T'aTHuUg
|9:30 am-7 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm|

Business Hours
Closed Mondays,
3ay4ymnHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday
|9:30 am -5 pm |
3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / [T'aTHuUS
|9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm|

Are you listening to "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM

Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Hally pagio nepegavy

«MunocepaHun Camap'aHuH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include our Church
in your charitable donations!

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLue iHchopmauii Npo ue Wwo
AieTbasA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaTk Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and
events In our Ukrainian Community.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok ok

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Ceatoi Jlityprii.

Special Appeal
IMO Mychajlo Staszkiw
Staszkiw Family - $200.00
Halyna Biloholowskyj - $20.00
Dolores Baranyckyj - $25.00
Julia Blendonohy - $20.00
Nadia Marc - $50.00
Elaine Nowadly - $20.00
Rose Serediuk - $20.00

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS mSOLEMN COMMUNION SUNDAY]

MAY 21T — LITURGY 10:00AM

Sunday, May 21t is Solemn Communion
Sunday in our Parish. There will be only
one Liturgy that Sunday, at 10:00AM.
There will be NO Liturgy at 12:00PM

Muoras Jlita!
Many Happy Years!

Roman & Lyuba Khoma - $20.00 Birthday wishes to the following parishi-

Halyna Pryshlak - $20.00

Georgina Oros - $20.00

Mykola & Tanya Paslawsky - $30.00
Olena May - $25.00

Kalyna Sofia - $10.00

IMO William Fred Marc
Michael & Orysia Dail - $50.00
Sophia Rajca - $25.00

IMO Mary & Theodor Nalywajko
Donna Thorne & Anna Kroczynski - $300.00

Endowment Fund
IMO of Mychaijlo Staszkiw
Andrij & Maria Petryshyn - $50.00
Michael & Maria Petryshyn - $50.00

Please note:
If you have any old photos connected
with the history of St. Nicholas Church,
please loan us, so we can scan them for
our Anniversary! Thank You!

YBara! YBara!
fAKwo maete cTapi 3HUMKM NOB’A3aHi 3
LlepkBoto CB. Mukonas, npocumo
noxnuutu. fisikyemo!

oners who celebrate a birthday in May

Chris Konowka 3
Orysia Dail 5

Jaroslaw Sedlarczuk 5
Nina Palmeri 6

Luba Joven 6

Markian Stasiuk 11

Emil Marc 17

Mary Hanusczak 19
Vera Marc 21

Marianne Katherine Chort 21
Ann Marie Serediuk 25
Orest Voychak 23

Marie Leschuk Glenn 30

And Our Children

Robert Hunter Arthurs 5

Marta Nazarevych 24

Adrianna Scheidle 29
If we have forgotten your name and
birthday for the month of May, please fill
in your name and birthday on the
birthday list at the back of the church.
This birthday list is still a work in
progress.



http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

Mother’s Day Breakfast
Sunday, May 14, 2017

The St. Nicholas Parish
Catechists would like
to invite all parishio-
' ners and their families
_ to attend our Annual
Mother’s Day Breakfast
following the 10 and 12
Liturgies. Eggs, pan-
cakes, sausage, hash
browns, fruit, desserts,
and beverages will be
served for a minimal
suggested donation of $10 per person.
Proceeds will benefit the St. Nicholas Parish
Religious Education Program.
We hope to see you there!

CHigaHok 3 Haroaum [1Hs Matepi 6yae y Heginto,
14 TpasHus no Cestux fityprisix. MpurotoBns-
HOTb KaTexuTku. [loxig npusHauMHum gns
notpeb penirintHoro HaB4YaHHA.
Mpocumo B3ATH yyacTb.

2017 Stamford Bishop’s Appeal

Time to start thinking about the 2017 Stamford
Bishop’s Appeal. The 2017 Bishop’s Appeal
Begins May 1st. Letters with donation cards
will be sent out soon. Remember the goal of
our parish, designated by the Stamford
Eparchy, is $7, 500.00. Please be generous with
your donations and help us reach our goal.

2017 LUC dues of $7.00

are now payable to

Ihor Pereyma.

Dues can be sent to

38 Lester St. Buffalo, NY 14210.

For Your Information

Our year long 100t Anniver-
sary Celebration will begin
on the weekend of October
27, 2019 with a Liturgy on
Sunday, October 29, 2019,
the 100t Anniversary of the
laying of the cornerstone on

October 26, 1919 and end on November 22, 2020
with a Pontifical Liturgy and Banquet comme-
morating the 100t Anniversary of the Dedication
of the Church celebrated on November 25, 1920.
We are still looking for people who are
interested in helping with this celebration.

Our next meeting is Sunday,
June 12th after the 10:00 Liturqy.

'r-'n:

49-un Bigain CYA
wupo 3anpouwye Bac
Ha cMayHui 06in Akun BiAbyaeTbCA
no Cnyxo6i Boxin B LepkoBHiN 3ani
cB. Mukonas, 308 ®inmop Byn.

B HeAinto, 7-oro TpasHa 2017 p.
Mpocumo $10.00 gaTok 3a 06ia.
Mpolwy npuinTh i npoBecTy
NPUEMHO yYac.

&ig
UNWLA Branch 49
is inviting you to dinner
on Sunday, May 7, 2017
to be held at
St. Nicholas Ukr. Catholic Church
308 Fillmore Ave., after 10 am liturgy.

Tickets are $10.00. Please come and
spend some time with your friends.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBat go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!
Cnasa Icycy Xpucty! CnaBa Ha Biku!

e KITCHEN is now open. Thank you!

e Thank you for your patronage.
Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

REWE L NERENR stnbuffalo@gmail.com

in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank http://www_stnbuffalo.com

you!
Until we meet next Sunday...

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

s DTODS

us raise money
for our Church by
purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-
Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y1 BU NnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkBa ogepxutb $50. LLlo
0 3akynutu cnig 3septatuca ao n. Mapii bogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. Askyemo!

http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: [Mepea Ca. MliTypriamu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsi:  3a AOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue
Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMMTH CBSILLEHMKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxOu MOXHa 3aKJIMKaTU

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor
Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

Coto3 YkpaiHok #97 - 3 Haworo Nopoay ao Baworo!
PLANT SALE - FROM OUR GARDEN TO YOURS
S ; g NET(C

Bl igg

BUFFALO BRANCH # 97
OF THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL

WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF AMERICA
IS SPONSORING

#& PERENNIAL AND HERB PLANT SALE! ©

IT WILL TAKE PLACE AT ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC

CHURCH
3273 ELMWOOD AVENUE
KENMORE, NY 14217

ON SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2017 FROM 10:00 - 2:00 PM.

COME AND SPRUCE UP YOUR GARDENS WITH A BEAUTIFUL COLLECTION OF VARIOUS

HOME GROWN PLANTS!

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT:

3 papia "Muaocepannit Gamapanuu"

Y vetBepTy Heginto nicna Macxu Liepksa 3ragye yy-
fecHe 3uineHHs po3cnabneHoro locnogom Icycom
Xpuctom B Apyruii pik Moro eBaHrenbcbkoi nponosiai.

Icyc 3uintoe napanizoBaHoro 4onoBika, KW BOBro
4yeKas, o6 XToCchb AonoMmir |7|oy|y Jictatucs oo Bogu B
yypoginHin kyneni Butecpa (Mo 5, 1-15). Cepen cunu
«HedyXuX, CRinuX, KPUBMX, YCOXNUX», NPO fKi ONOBi-
pae €BaHrenie, Wo BOHW nepebyBanu npu Kyneni,
OuiKytouM 3uineHHs, XpucToc 3BepTac CBOK yBary Ha
po3cnabneHoro, Wo TPMALUATL BicCiM pOKiB CTpaxaaB y
cBOi Hepysi. He matoum Hikoro, xTo 6 Mir cnycTtuTy
Oro Yy Kyninb No 3pyLIeHHi Boau, BiH NpoTe He TPaTUTb
Hapii. Lo Hapito BUHaropoaxye Icyc, He 3anuTyioum B
po3cnabneHoro HaBiTb Npo Bipy, 0e3 AKOi He YMHUB
yyaa. XpucToc 03a0poBnsie poscnabneHoro B cy6oTy,

YMM BUABNIAAE, WO MUNOCEPAA He 3HAE AHSA
BiZIMOYMHKY.

BigHaiwoBLm ogyxanoro B xpami, Cna-
cuTenb 3BepTaETbCA A0 HbOFO i3 3aKnu-
KOM He rpiwnTyn Ginblue, WwWo pobutb Ans
Hac HasiBHOK NPUYUHY AOBromniTHIX cTpa-
XAaHb Toro yonosika. BogHoyac Xpucroc
3acTepirae, Hakasylun He rpiwnTH, Wo6
He cTanocb Le ripe, Hix Te, WwWo o6yno.

Onucytoun nopito 3uineHHs po3scnab-
neHoro, Hawa nitTypriiHa Tpaguuia Bkna-
Aae B ycta XpucTa Ta Hegyxoro gianor, B
AKOMY Moxemo nobayntu bora 6nm3bkoro
i MMNocepAHOro [0 CBOrO TBOPIHHSA:

«Mpwn OBevilt Kyneni nexana HemiyHa
noguHa i, 6aunBm Tede, Nocnogu, knu-
kana: He mato 4yonogika, Lo BKMHyB 01 Me-
He B 3pyweHi Boau! Bo konu s poxomxy,
TO iHLWIMI MeHe BUNepeaxye i cTae 3gopo-
BUM, a A fani nexy HemiyHuii. | amunyBsas-
cA Cnac Ta 1 kaxe A0 Hboro: 3agnsa Tebe
A CTaB NIOAMHOLD, 3apagu Tebe s Bonno-
TUBCA, a TV Kaxew: — He mato yonogika.
BisbMu TBOIO nocTink i xoau!»

CborogHi XpucToc roBopuTb [0 KOXHO-
ro 3 Hac: 3agna Tebe A cTaB NHOANHOL,
3apapu Tebe 5 BONNOTUBCA, a TU KaxeL: —
He Mato HiKoro, XTo AOMOMir 6u MeHi, XTo
3po3ymiB 61 MeHe, He Malo HiKoro, XTo BU-
piwue 61 mMoi npobnemu, xTo 61 3abpaB Big MeHe Mil
0inb, He Marw Hikoro... 3apagu Tebe f BuTepnis
cTpacTi, cMepTb i NorpebeHHs, a TU KaxeLl: — He MOXY
Oinblue HeCTW CBIN XPecT, He MOXY Ginblue 3HOCUTH
TPYAHOLUIB XUTTA, He MOXY binblue TaKk XuUTK... 3apagu
Tebe A BOCKpec i AapyBaB TOOi BiYHICTb, a T Kaxelw:
— He Malo Yacy, He Mao MOXIUBOCTEN, He Mato OaxaH-
HAl... fKWO, OTXe, TU 3aNMLaELLCa Y CBOIl Heaysi, ne-
pebyBarouu poscnabneHum, Wwo mir 6inbLe s ans Tebe
3pobutn?

Hepinsa Po3cnabneHoro BusiBRsie HaM rpix ik npuyu-
Hy cTpaxaaHb i Xpucra, sk [xepeno cunu i o3gopos-
neHHs. Y 3uineHHi poscnabneHoro mu 6aunmo bnaro-
BiCTb Npo cuny i cnaBy XpucTa po3n’saToro i BOckpec-
noro, fAlkun OCBITUB BCECBIT CBiTNIOM cBOro Bockpe-
ceHHsl, i Akun gns Bcix Hac — «boxa cuna i Boxa
myapictby (1 Kop 1, 23-24).

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Christ is Risen - Indeed He is risen! The first two
Sundays after Easter Sunday gave us the mystery of the
Resurrection to contemplate, from various aspects. We
saw the resurrection through the eyes of St. Thomas and
the other disciples; we also saw the resurrection through
the eyes of the myrrh-bearing women. Today is the
Sunday of the Paralytic, commemorating a miracle which,
historically, belongs to the earthly days of Christ's
ministry. Jesus meets this paralytic man on the Sabbath
day. In the Gospel reading, Saint John describes how a
paralyzed man had been lying beside the pool of Bethesda
waiting for the stirring of the waters by an angel so that
he could be healed. His wait lasted not for an hour, or a
few days, or even a few months, but thirty-eight years. As
amazing as this man’s patience and perseverance may
have been, perhaps what stands out even more is the fact
that no one - not a single person during the course of all
these years showed him compassion or even helped him
into the pool. This aspect of the story is often forgotten,
but it is important for us because we must never ignore
the fact that situations of great suffering exist in the world
today. Countless people suffer every day from different
afflictions and many have no one to care for them. So, for
us, this Gospel message must be a call to action: We are
all made in God’s image and as such, are called to love
our neighbors as ourselves. All of us, therefore, are
responsible for one another. This is part of our mission as
followers of Jesus.

But in caring for each other we must also be aware that
a person’s suffering may not be as outwardly obvious to
us as the affliction of the paralytic. If we imagine
ourselves out and about during a regular day, and we look
at the people around us---we have no way of knowing how
broken they are, how much pain and agony there is in
their lives, or how many broken hopes, how much fear and
rejection and contempt bring them down. But even if we
can’t see it, there is an illness inside of them—a spiritual
struggle, which we all share in common: The same
disease, which is sin. So, we can say then, that suffering
is not only the outward physical, but also the inner,
spiritual pain. Spiritual sickness is especially terrible
because it harms our relationship with others and
ultimately with God. There are those of us who are
spiritually paralyzed — and that describes a majority of
people, who make little or no effort to appeal to the Lord
for healing of spiritual illnesses and ailments. Those who
make little or no attempt to cooperate with the powerful

grace and energy that God sends to us every day and
which some turn away from; those who confess our sins
and then turn right around and do them all over again,
demonstrating our complete lack of repentance and
determination to change. If we are to answer this call to
help others, we must do some housekeeping of our own.
Before we are able to help others, we must first examine
ourselves and see what sins are plaguing us. It takes great
courage to look inside, because when we do, we find
things that we do not like about ourselves or do not wish
to accept. We might try to place blame on someone or
something other than ourselves instead of taking
responsibility for our sins. But the truth is that the cause
is inside us and cannot be avoided. We must also realize
that in fighting our spiritual battles, our sinful problems
will not change overnight. Change takes a number of
things: One is patience.

Consider the Paralytic, who after 38 years of suffering,
could have complained when Christ arrived, asking him
“What took you so long?” but he didn’t. Instead of an
angry, bitter response to the Lord’s question: “Do you
want to be healed?” The paralytic responded, calmly and
patiently. He was struggling, but never gave up hope. And
we cannot give up hope either. In our darkest moments,
when things may seem hopeless, we must never forget
that God is with us and that he loves us. The paralytic
suffered in loneliness because he had no one to help him.
He could not bring about healing through his own efforts.
So, what did he do? He waited patiently for Christ. The
second thing change requires is a little work on our part.
When the Lord commanded the Paralytic to “Rise, be
made whole, take up your mat and walk,” he was giving
the paralytic a command. Taking up one’s mat and walk-
ing involves obedience and work; a command, which we
all received at baptism when we received the Holy Spirit,
enabling us with the ability to follow the commandments
and to become pure. Taking up the mat is like taking up
our cross; itis our mission, to follow Christ’s example and
how he lived. A mission that we must continue to say
“yes” to throughout our lives despite our times of spiritual
struggle. Lastly, it is necessary to trust in God by taking
our free-will and submitting it to God by placing our hope
in Him— then we can begin to see our sufferings turn to
healing and we can also help others who suffer, by letting
Christ work through us. It is only then, that we can look at
one another with a true understanding and with proper
attention, so that we can reach out to each other and truly
love our neighbor as ourselves.



This leads me to share with you some thoughts about a
movie that | watched a few years ago in the theaters entitled
God's Not Dead. It’'s a whole series of stories within stories
of how people’s lives intertwine with one another through
what seems like divine intervention. But the main story line
throughout the movie deals with a professor of philosophy
who requires his students to sign an agreement stating that
‘God is dead’ and the courage of one student to take on the
challenge of proving to his class and his professor that
‘God’s Not Dead’. People from all walks of life are intertwined
within this story, from lawyers to media professionals to
doctors to pastors and students. It involves people helping
each other, people getting involved in the lives of others and
the reality that even the small things we do can be profound
examples of God’s work not only in in our lives, but in the
lives of others. Ultimately, the story reminds us that God is
very much alive, working in our lives in ways that we cannot
even imagine, and the importance of sharing and spreading
our faith with one another. Truthfully, if life were some finite
existence and God did not exist, then what would be the
value in living life as we know it. Through our faith, we are
reassured that God is very much alive, and that we can share
in His infinite existence if we choose to follow Him and
believe. The movie was quite inspirational and moving, and
it touched base on so many different avenues and facets of
life - that every viewer cannot help but be impacted by its
simple and profound belief that God Is Not Dead.

Today’s Gospel closes with a warning: which Jesus
expressed to the Paralytic after his healing, but also to all of
us: Jesus says: “Sin no more, so that nothing worse happens
to you.” In other words, now you have been healed, be
careful not to practice a sinful life, and do not repeat the
offenses for which you have been forgiven, in order that
nothing worse becomes of you. This is a warning to us: If we
show no sign that we want to be healed; if we try to hide from
our sins instead of facing them and taking responsibility for
them... if we do not place our trust and hope in God and do
not obey the command to rise and carry our cross, then we
too will continue to lie in sickness, or fall into a worse
spiritual sickness, which may make the Paralytic’s 38 years
seem like a drop in the bucket. So, what is the way out? What
is our solution? A wise priest once wrote: ‘The answer is
given in today's Gospel. The way out is Christ, He who healed
the paralytic. And we must be ready to receive him as did the
paralytic. To trust God and let him work through us. Christ
can heal physical illness and spiritual illness not only
because He overcomes sin, but also because He can
overcome the ultimate consequence of sin - death itself.’ |
find that as we journey through life, many people remain
broken over past scars they have faced in their lives:

hardships, rejection, broken dreams, tragedy, and heartache.
It is important for us to know that scars only tell us where we
have been, but they do not dictate where we are going - that
is what our faith is for - and Christ bore the ultimate scars
for our salvation, so we have nothing to fear!

Truthfully, many Christians fail to do what Jesus did by
the Pool of Bethesda; we fail to acknowledge the reality of
people’s hurts. But today’s Gospel offers hope by
showing us quite clearly that we do have someone - a
Savior who loves us and can heal us with His grace.
During today’s service, the Church recalls three cases of
divine healing: that of the Canaanite woman, the
centurion’s servant at Capernaum, and the paralytic at
Bethesda. We enter into the spirit of the Church by
praying especially, this Sunday, that our Lord will relieve
the sick and minister to all those in need of healing. We
especially pray for their strength and courage as they face
the challenges ahead of them, and that the good Lord in
His grace will grant them the peace they so earnestly
seek. Christ came to earth with a mission: He came to
bring salvation to the world. Sometimes, we lose sight of
our own purpose here on earth, because unlike Christ, we
are not born with an awareness of our mission. So, we live
by the example and teaching of Jesus, and we are given
the gift of the Holy Spirit to guide us in our daily actions.
No matter how many years we are given in this lifetime
here on Earth, we can all be certain of one very important
and amazing detail: Jesus loves us with a love that we
cannot even begin to comprehend. And this love of the
Lord enables us to share his compassion and goodwill
with one another. The Savior of the world is here, and He
has come with the power and the glory of His
Resurrection.
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