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IEPKOBHUN BICHHUK

M Ha MHoras i bnaras Jlita, lpeocBswieHHiwomy
Bnaauui Kup Masnosi XoMHULbKOMY,

LA 3 Haroaw 61-ux ypoamH!

Happy Many Years to Bishop Paul on the

Y occasion of 61st birthday. Mnohaya Lita!
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CborogHi BiTaEMO HaWUX NePLIONPUYACHU-
kiB: Kanuny Maseny, lOpka Japmorpas i [a-
Huna l'yp6aki. Bnepwe npuHemMaloTh BOHM
csigomo Tino i Kpos MNocnogHto nig Bugom
xniba i BuHa. Mobaxanmo im wob KoxHe
HacTtynHe npuHeMaHHA Focnopa y MNpecss-
Tin €BxapucTii Oyno nogidbHe Ao HUNiwWw-
HbOTO.

Ix Focnoab 3anpocuB Ha 6eHkeT He6ecHOI
Tpane3u i BOHM BigizBanuca. MpuAwnu,
npunHanu Focnopaa, i Benbmu yTiwmnnu-

cA paaicto Benukor. MHorux Bam Jlit!

We welcome today Kalyna Mazepa, Yuri
Darmograi and Danylo Gurbacki, who will

Lord Jesus.
| May He
Bless
You!
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
4:30 PM +lrene Tschip - 40 d. (Family)

May 17 H. Fathers in Nicea — CB. OTLiB
11:00 AM Solemn Holy Communion

N ol olasGhiiich Ukrainian Treasures & More

HepxBa CB. Muko.Jias
(ITixg Omnikoro I1./1.M.)

HOP’S[I[OK CB. JITYPI'1A

17 TpaBHa: Hegins CninopoaxeHoro
11:00 p. TopxectBeHHe CB. [puyacta

21 TpasHa: BO3HECIHHA

Judie Hawnryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540

Alexander Arutunian
MANACGLR

(716) 578-8185

716-674-5185

112 DULAWARE STREET
IC \\\\\I)\ \\.IIO

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Em broidery
photos on facebook.com

WWW.. redstarautomotlve.com

jahawryluk@gmail.com

Monday, May 18 TpaBHs, Moxepinok
9:00 AM +Mwuxaitno i lomka 3aBagiBChbKi
(N.iC. Fonogari)
Tuesday, May 19 TpaBHs, BiBTopok
8:00 AM +M.iI. (poauHa)
Wednesday, May 20 TpaBHsi, Cepeaa
11:00 AM Int. of Mary Anne DuBois
12:00 PM  Akathistos to Mother of God - Akacbict
Thursday, May 21 TpaeHs, YetBep
10:00 AM see Julian
Friday, May 22 TpasHs, [’aTHuuA
11:00 AM +OkcaHa BepexHuubka i +ITt06a Libonko
(Mipia MpewmwmH)
12:00 PM Moleben to Theotokos - MOJIEBEHb
Sat. May 23 TpasHs Cy6oTa
4:30 PM +Maria Bumbar (R. Voychak)

10:00 p. 3a MapoxisH

24 TpasHs: CB. OtuiB B Hikel

10:00 p. +CtaHucnas Bawak (poauHa)

The Parish Friday Kitchen will be closed
Friday, May 22nd, for the Memorial Day
weekend. We will reopen Friday, May
29, At the close of Friday, June 19th,
the kitchen will close for the Summer.

KyxHsi 6yae 3akputa 22 TpaBHSA

PHONE 893-1025

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

May 24 PENTECOST - 3icn. C.. lyxa

12:00 AM For Parishioners — 3a lNapoxisH

The Eternal Light burns in mem. of
+Norm Jagodzinski
Requ. by Jagodzinski Family

Meeting of the League of Ukrainian
Caholics will take place in the church
hale, Thursday May 21 at 6:30 PM.

3acigaHHs Jlirn Ykpainuis Katonukis
Oyne y yetBep, 21 TpaBHs 0 6:30

Biune Cgitno B yectb 1.0.M. roputb
B HaMm Bnaguku MNaBna XoMH1LBbKOro

3 Harogu 61-nitta! MHorags JliTa!
May 19 - 61st Birthday of Bishop Paul.

Bible meeting, Thu. May 28 at 6:15 PM.
Bi6bn. 3ycTpivi, Yer., 28 TpaBHsa, 6:15 B.

Happy Many Years!

We sent Dioc. Ch. Appeal forms. Please
read a letter and send your donations.

Mpocumo noxepTBu Ha Enapx. PoHa.
Askyemo! Thank you!

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors -
LS

)
Oy
Pieotszak o

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

www Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN Y. YkpPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION V- OEAEPANBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 - Toll free 877-968-7828

www.rufcu.org

Monday & Tuesday 9:30 am - 4 pm | Wednesday
9:30 am - 2pm | Thursday 9:30 am - 6 pm|
Friday 9:30 am — 7 pm | Saturday 9:00 — 1 pm|

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save

money with lower rates on loans, make money

with higher interest on your savings, and save
time with our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS

FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE CERTI-
FICATES | MONEY MARKET | LOANS | MORTGAGES
[VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | MONEYGRAM |
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE TRANSFERS
| ONLINE SERVICES | NOTARY PUBLIC |

NMEPCOHAIJBbHI TA BISHECOBI

®IHAHCOBI Nocnyru
OLLAAHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKWU | CEPTUDIKATH |
MM | NO3WUKW | KPEAUTU HA HEPYXOMICTD |
NAATPKHI KAPTKU VISA | MONEYGRAM |
FPOLLIOBI MEPEKA3U | ENEKTPOHHI MOCNYTU |
NOCNYrn HOTAPIYCA|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

LLio6 poBipaTuca GinbLe iHhopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbas B rpomagi,
Mpocumo BigBinaTH Be6-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find
More information and events
In our Ukrainian Community.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Lo

Many Varieties of: '

Bologna # Sslami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese  Garli Sausage  Smoked Fzsh
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butier + Condiments # Plerogi {Homemade) - Mary Varietes
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) * Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)

Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese » European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes

4166 Union Rd,, e Z0n 2321 Millersport Hwy.
Cheektowaga, NY (i'u Aérpart Plaza) ﬁ@ Xﬁ’{% Ambherst (Getzville Plaza)
630-01 = /" 6881495

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every
Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thank you for your donations!

We welcome your comments.

UYu BM cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepeaayy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHuH»
Hepgins, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM? CepaeyHo
AAKYEMO 32 NOXEPTBM.

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

Mpocumo niaTpymysatu PigHy LiepkBy
TanaHTamu, 4acom i noxepTBamu.

Cell Phones - Mo6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* % %

Mpocumo Buny4yBaTy Bali MOGINbHI
Tenedonu nigyac Cearoi Jlitypri.

Thanks are extende to Elaine
Nowadly for preparing our Holy
Communion Receivers, as well
as to other catechist for teach-
ing religion this school year.
May the Lord bless you
abundantly!

[sKyemo yciM KaTexutkam

3a HaBYaHHA peniril!

Save the date!

UNWLA Branch 97 is sponsoring a Spaghetti
Dinner on Sunday, May 31 at the St. John the
Baptist UCC hall in Kenmore from 12 to 3 p.m
Proceeds benefit Ukrainian War victims fund
and other UNWLA charities. Tickets $10 adults,
$5 children 6-12 yrs old.

For tickets, call 716-984-4886

97-in Bigain Cor3 YkpaiHOK Amepuku
3anpowye ycix Ha iTanikcbkin  06ig
"spaghetti dinner" B Heginto, 31-oro TpaBHSA,
Bigz 12 - 3 rog B nononygHe. 06ia
BinOypeTbes B 3ani CB. IBaHa XpecTtutens.
Bctyn $10 ansa popocnux i $5 ans piteit Big
6-12 nit. foxig npusHayenunit gns CYA ®oHp

Wine Tasting at St. Mary
Fruit of the 'V ine
Wine Tasting Fun Raiser ™
Featuring
Premium Finger Lakes wines
hand-crafted by

Eagle Crest and O-Neh-Da Vineyards,
Hemlock Lake, New York.

May 29th, 2014
6 pm -9 pm

Protection Blessed Virgin Mary Church
2715 Ferry Ave
Niagara Falls, New York 14301

Featuring premium Finger Lakes
wines hand-crafted by
O-Neh-Da and Eagle Crest Vineyards,
Hemlock Lake, New York.

For tickets and additional
Information please call
Father Ray at 716.675.0629

AOMOMOrM XepTBaM BilHW FQHOCTI Ta iHWI | :

akuii CYA.

2015 LUC dues are now payable.
Please make checks ($7.00) payable to
League of Ukrainian Catholics,
Niagara Frontier Council.

Dues can be sent to lhor Pereyma,
38 Lester St., Buffalo, NY 14210.



http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

3 papia "Muaocepaunrt GamapaHun"

CborogHi T3B. Heains cninopomxeHoro. Mosa Tyt
Npo YonoBika, AKMI HapOAUBCA CRINUM.

He 6aunTy cBiTa, He PO3PI3HATM Pi3bHMX KPACOK,
He gobayaTu cXig COHUSA, He 3aAMBRATACA Ha WOro
3axig, o3Hayae He munyBatucs boxum gapom 3opy,
AKOro MU yci 3aaapmo oaepxanu.

CninoTta BBaXanacs CTpPawHO0 Kapo 3a rpixw, i
TOMY anocTtonu, no6ayuBlIKM CRINOPOMAKEHOrO, M-
TaloTb Mocnopga: "XTo corpiwme, Wo BiH CRNinUM Ha-
poamecs. Yu BiH cam, un moxe 6aTbku noro?"

OueBunaHO, WO Hepa3 XBOPOOa € HACNiAKOM HeBif-
MOBIGHOIO XMTTSA, ane He KOHYe Lie Kapoto 3a rpixu.
Focnogb € MunocepaHUi i BiH npowae, 60 He Oaxae
CMepTH rpillHuKa, ane Wwob Ton HaBepHyBCA i XuB. |
BUYMTENb NosicHE: "HiXTo He NPOBUHUBCS, ane BiH
cninum poamecs, wob cnasa boxa Ha HbOMy Bus-
Bunacs."

| o3popoBnse noro Mocnogb. Ta chapucei i KHNX-
HUKM, AIKi 6oANKUCS, WO iXHA NONYNAPHICTL B HApoAi,
nomanie, No BCAKY LiiHy cTapaloTbCA AoKa3aTy, LWo
XpucToc Hiyoro Hag3BM4YaNHOro He 3pooMB. A MoXxe
TOI YOnoBiK HacnpaBAi He OyB cninum, a TiNbkK Ta-
KMM npepcTaBuBCA, WOO 3aTymaHuTH. | nuTaloTbCA
Woro GaTbkiB, 44 TO npaBga. [licTaBwKU NO3UTUBHY
BiANoBiAb, BOHW 3BepTalTLCA OO HLOIO Camoro,
wo6 1oro BunpobyBaTH: "a o TM AyMaew Npo Lbo-
ro, wo BigKkpuB TBOI 04i?" BiH oro HazBaB Npopo-
koM. | 3HoBa Oaxarouum 3MOBWUTU WOro Ha CROBI
KinbkakpaTHo nuTatoTbea "Hy, K TM npo3pis?”

Ookyuuno ue cninopomkeHoMy i BiH 3auMHae
PO3MOBNATH CapPKaCTUYHO:

"Ta wo x xouete we nouytu? Moxe i Bu Oaxaete
OyTh 1oro yyHsmm?"

"Tu € NOro y4yHMM," KaXyTb BOHU, "a mu € Mowncu-
€Bi YYEHUKM.

Mu 3Haemo, wo po Mouces npomoBnsaB bor, a
LIbOro He 3HaEMo 3BigKinnsa BiH?"

"To X i AUBHO", KaXxxe cninopomkeHUn, "o BN He
3HaeETe 3BiAKM BiH, a BiH MeHi BiKpuB o4i. 3HaeMo,
wo Bor He cnyxae rpiwHKKIB, a XTO NOBGOXHUHA i
YMHUTL WOro BOMIO, TOro BiH cnyxae. Big Biky
HeyyBaHO, WoO6 XTO BiAKPMB OYi cninomy 3poay.

£koun BiH He OyB Bia Bora, He mir 6u 6yB 3pobUTK
Hivoro."

Mo6aumnu chapicei, Wo He NnepeMoXyTb i NporHa-
nu Togi voro Big cebe ckasaslum: "Tn BBECb Y rpixax
poaMBcA i Hac HaBYaew?"

Moka3yeTbces, WO He BUCTapyaE TiNbKK MaTu 340-
poBi oui, wWo6 mortu Gauyntu. MoxHa ByTn AyxoBo
cninuM, NOMMMO TOrO, WO MOCiAAaEM LOCKOHanum
3ip.

Mu yci po neBHoi Mipu cnini, i 6axaemo npo3piH-
HA. Mpautoemo B ToMy Hanp'amky. Bunmocs, Habu-
paemo gociay, WwWob TeMpABY 3MIHUTU Ha CBITNO.

Lo BnactuBo € TempsiBa - YopHuii konbop. Yu ue
He Opak cBiTna, 6pak 6inoro. bine ue miwaHuHa ycix
Kpacok. Y BianoBigHux nponopuisx. lMocinaHHsA cBiT-
na, ue Hawi Jobpi gina i Hamipu, ue pobpe BigHO-
WEHHA A0 iHWKUX He 3anexHo fAK iHWi Ao Hac cTa.-
nATbCA, LUe NpUMHEMaHHA ycboro, Wwo Bia Mocnoga
NpMXoAnTb, YNOBaHHA Ha BceBULWHLOrO, pi3bHOKO-
NbOPOBWIA KUNUM NPUEMHMIA ANA OKa, a KONK BCe Lie
cTaHn Boxoto backoo fOCKOHane, NpMxoanTb BOC-
KpeciHHA — BiYHe XUTTA — CBiTNO Benuke. TempsBa
HaTOMICTb, Le OaYMHHA YCbOro Yy HeraTuBHOMY
HacBITNEHHi, Le BiAKWAAHHA Yoro Hebyab Aobporo,
e ynoBaHHA Ha cebe camux i TUM caMUM BiyHe
BigaineHHs Big Mocnopaa...

Cboropi y Hac, y Liepksi CBatoro Mukonas byno
TopxectBeHe cBATe lpuyacta. Tpirox piten lMoc-
noAb 3anpocuB Ha OeHKeT HeGeCHOI Tpanesu i BOHM
BigisBanucs.

Mu Takox yci 3anpoweHi Ha HeGecHU OeHker.
3rigHo 3 KHurow npunosigok (9,5 yci Mu maemo
HaroAy NPUATK i icTK Xni6 i NUTWM BMHO, WO Ham
NPUroToBaHO, 3HAKOYM WO Lei Xnid i ue BWHO Y
TaiHCTBEeHMIA cnocib cTanu Tinom i kpoBto Cnacrens,
AKUA 3agna Hac HapoAMBCH, 3aAns Hac NPonoBi-
AyBaB i Yyda TBOPMB, i Ha XpecT AaBcA po3inATy, i
3agnsa Hac BOCKpec i3 rpo0y.

Yu Boxem 3anpoleHHAM MoxHa 3HexTyBaTU? Hil
Y HiskomMy pas3i. Hikonu i 3 Hiskux npuyumH. Mocnoab
He TArHe Hac Ha cuny, ane xoue, Wob M1 3 BNAaCHOI
BOMi NpPUAWINMK i rigHO cnoxuBanu. Bumora € otxe
o6 3ABUTHUCH...

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHchopmaLii nopaasatu ao MN’ATHULI Bevopa.

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact Elaine,
Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN is now open.

¢ Thank you for your patronage.
We need your help in the kitchen. Thank you!

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall. Please join us!

e - Molebens to Theotokos will be Wednesday

and Friday during the moth of May. See bulletin

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN
GATHOLIG GHURGH

VEPATHGEKA KATOAHIILKA
HEPKBA GRATOIO MUKOAAA

(TIIA, OMIKOK MMPEYHGTOI
AIBH MAPIT OAITTTPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:
Please help
us raise money T
for our Church by <) 0P$

purchasing Top’s never stops
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway,
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything

by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.

We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam-

Huui "Tonc". Kynytoum ix BU nomaraeTe LiepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobUTb pi3HULI Y1 BY nnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif

»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo
06 3akynuTu cnip 3septatuca po n. Mapii BogHap,

abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies

Cnosigb: MMepena Ca. Jlityprisimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHsA: 3a JOMOBIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHa: [onocutuca 6 micAuis ckoplue

Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Cy6orta - Saturday
Ministry to the sick - Opika nad xvorymy
Family members should call the Rectory
PoavHa noBuHHa NOBIAOMUTY CBSILLEHNKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxau MOXHa 3aKNUKaTH

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

PIORA WRONA RIDNA SHKOLA

MPESCHIMYE [Presents
BUMYCKHUNA = 2015 GRADUATION = 2015

- = L -

Mapta Kaciax
BoraaH MeneHuyk
Tapac Hasapesuy
Xpucruna Cobkro

Marta Kasiyan
Bohdan Melenchuk
Taras Nazarevych
Khrystyna Sobko

Ocran Tkanuy Ostap Tkalich
CYEOTA SATURDAY
13 YEPBHSA 2015 JUNE 13, 2015
5:30 — KOHLIEPT 5:30 PM — CEREMONIE
7:00 — BEYEPA 7:00 PM — DINNER
LLEPKBA CB. IBAHA XPECTUTENA ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST UK. C. CH.
3275 ELMWOOD AVENUE 3275 ELMWOOD AVENUE
BUFFALO, NY 14217 BUFFALO, NY 14217
MY3UKA BIJ, D) KONRAD KENN MUSIC BY DJ KONRAD KENN
BXIA, ADMISSION:
$25 OPOC/I $25.00 ADULTS
$10 AITU A0 16 pokis $10.00 CHILDREN UNDER 16

Letter from Fr. Ray = May 17, 2015

Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen!
Dear
(Say your name right here for your very own personal letter)

Good Day to you, my Dear One, wherever you are,
or whenever you are reading your letter for this
week. I'm beginning it on May 6, eleven days early.
When our young people hear a statement like that
they say, “Wait! What?” | won’t blame you, if you say
the same thing. And you also got a short letter last
week which perhaps also made you say, “Wait!
What?” Well, it’s like this....I'm outa here! Goin’
fishing!

I'm sure we’ve all had the same experience of
preparing for a journey so I’'m sure you know exactly
what | mean. Before we can head out there are a
hundred and one details to take care of before in
order to keep things running smoothly, and then to
insure a good transition back. Your letters, our
church bulletins, preparations for services, baking
prosphora and setting up substitutions are only a
few of the “details” needing completion and
attention before departure.

Here’s the story: We have planned to be out of
town from May 8 until May 16. That translates to the
fact that | needed to write to you for Sunday May 10,
and also somehow, get you another letter for
May 17. You already know | got the May 10 one done,
even though it was a bit early to write. | hoped you
liked that Mother’s Day letter, though it was a bit
shorter than usual. Since our return will get us home
very late on the sixteenth, and so that you will not
have an empty mailbox, | need to write another
“future” letter to you, and here it is. Wednesday May
6 and | need to project some of my thoughts to that
time about eleven days from now.

One thing, of which | am absolutely sure, is that
the beautiful month of May is going to be a blur.
That’s what happens when we have days filled with
activities, and the days of this month are certainly
just that- filled with activities. While it is still May,
both the old calendar and new calendar people, will
be celebrating the end of our glorious Paschal cycle

during the days of Pentecost. Before that will be
Ascension Thursday and the 5th Saturday of the
Dead. Then there will be the civil holiday of Memorial
Day, or as Didi used to say, “Decoration Day.”
Memorial Day and Pentecost both mean we will be
having our annual prayer visits to the cemeteries.
The 29th , God willing, will see us at Holy Protection
hosting our guests for our wine tasting event. Two
days later, we will travel to St.John’s in Kemore to
try some of their pasta at the spaghetti dinner there.
So hang on to your hat, we’re off!

These first six days of May have been exactly what
the doctor ordered! We’ve been waiting a long time
for sunny and warm days and they’ve finally arrived.
Isn’t it amazing what only a few hours of sun and
warmth can do to promote growth?! Talk about the
world exploding! Wow! The magnolias and forsythia
are now in spectacular mode. Trees have leaves and
everything is coming to life and blooming! The world
of nature is confirming exactly what we have been
celebrating and proclaiming the last several weeks.
The whole world rejoices today in the Resurrection
of Christ....the earth is clothed with this new beauty;
the meadows are in flower. That which was thought
to be dead now comes back to life! Yes, in this
natural world we clearly see the Resurrection of our
Lord. The “dead” trees and plants now come back to
life. Our “Dead Lord” is Risen! As the Psalmist says,
“This is the Day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and
be glad in it!” | hope and pray you are well and can
truly enjoy this glorious time!

But then | suppose there are some who never see
good or beauty in anything. How sad! Remember all
during the winter when we kept wishing for sunny
and warm days? With the coming of this real spring
most people have been very happy and there have
been almost universal positive comments. But
guess what! Yep, the other day | met someone from
the International Society of Moaners and Groaners.
You guessed it! She was complaining about how
warm it was! In the words of good ol’ Charlie Brown,
“AAAAGH!” Or as President Lincoln was wont to
say, “You can please some of the people all of the



time and all of the people some of the time. But you
can never please all of the people all of the time!”
Speaking of pleasing people....do you like our
local delight called “Sponge Candy?” There is a
great debate going on in these 4
parts you know. One candy shop
owner has started making
sponge candy with the addition
of peanut butter and has sparked
arguments  throughout the
region. Is it plain old-fashioned
sponge candy, or is it that new-
fangled new stuff? Sometimes
those in the discussion get quite
loud regarding their preference.
As for me, | like the new, and | like
the old. Good ol’ wishy-washy
Charlie Brown. When I first tasted
the peanut butter stuff |
wondered why someone hadn’t
done it before. Seems like a great
marriage, that chocolate and

bring a donation to the church, you can place it in
the box which is in the vestibule. Thanks and may
God reward your kindess and charity. That’s what we
are all about as people of a Vibrant Parish!

: My thoughts now turn to the
children who will be receiving
their First Solemn Communion at
St. Nicholas church this Sunday.
May God bless them on this very,
very special and beautiful day. We
think not only the children of that
parish, but all the children every-
where receiving First Communion.
We pray they will always be filled
with the Love and Joy of our
Savior, and always will remain
close to Him. Is there anyone who
does not remember their First
Communion Day? How close to
God we were on that day! How
overwhelming was the feeling of
the Divine! How blessed we were

peanut butter. | don’t have any stock in the store, nor
do | have any relatives there, so | can say | buy mine
at KO-Ed on Abbott Rd. in South Buffalo. | guess this
may be another aspect of my life which | get to reveal
in your letter. | do have a sweet tooth!

While I'm writing to you, | would like to take this
opportunity to remind you of our parish outreach to
the Franciscan Center. As a parish, both St. Nicholas
and Holy Protection have been collecting non-
perishable food, paper and hygiene products for the
boys over there. This project has been going on for
more than five years and is greatly appreciated by
the directors of the Center. Our contributions are
needed now, more than ever due to some very deep
cuts in their budget caused by withdrawing of
certain State aid. | know there are a lot of charities,
and a lot of people want your money, but if you could
donate a can of this or a tube of that, it all mounts up
and is extremely helpful. Over the years we have
delivered tons of supplies to them as well as grocery
gift cards and even a lot of “the green stuff.” If you

on that day!
| am always very saddened when | hear that one of
our sons or our daughters has left the church. It is
extremely heart-breaking when they “give up on
religion.” It is equally heart-breaking when they
leave the church and go off and join another denomi-
nation where the belief in the Eucharist is so differ-
ent than ours. We pray that they will come back to
us, to the Holy Mother and to our Blessed Lord
where He is found in the Miracle and Mystery of the
Most Holy Eucharist...the Real Presence, where He
comes to us under the form of the consecrated bread
and wine. We pray they will remember that First Holy
Communion Day when they walked down, all dress-
ed in white, carrying their special flower and then
during that Holy Liturgy received the Lord on their
own faith. We pray that the memories of that day will
once again kindle the spark of faith and bring them
back home. Dear One, your place at the Father’s
table is still there for you. Please come home.
Father Ray
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yet they are at peace; for they have lived in
relationship with God, and the step across the
threshold from this world into the next holds no fear
for them. A counselor knows Eternal life when he or
she is with a group of men and women who trust
each other enough to talk about their failures and
disappointments in life, and are still able to support
and pray for one another. Every day, men and
women are able to see God at work in their lives and
feel blessed. Each and every one of us knows
Eternal life when we are using the gifts that God has
given us, and we feel as though what they allow us
to do is worthwhile, because they permit the work of
God to flow through us and fill this world with His
Eternal love.

During WWII, the Japanese took a group of 720
soldiers’ prisoner. For a long time the prisoners
lived in a state of hatred and resentment toward each
other as well as their captors. They lived like
animals, stealing food from one another, and letting
the sick and the starving die. God had no part in their
lives. One day a Japanese officer lined them all up
and reported that a shovel was missing. The guilty
man was asked to step forward and identify himself
and admit his theft of the shovel. No one stepped
forward. Then the officer threatened to shoot all of
them if the guilty one did not speak up. There was no
response. The officer again threatened to start killing
prisoners until the guilty one came forth. Suddenly,
one man stepped forward. The rest of the men were
dismissed and the prisoner was taken away and
tortured to death. A few days later it was learned that
one of the Japanese guards had miscounted and
that there was no missing shovel. Then it was finally
realized by the other prisoners that the man had
stepped forward only to protect the others from
harm and had died to save their lives. This caused
the whole atmosphere in the prison camp to change.
Now they began to love and care for each other.
Their relationship with God started to mean
something to them. Many turned to Christ and
started reading the Bible. One of the prisoners was

inspired because of this to enter the seminary after
the war, and spoke at great lengths about God’s love
utilizing this very example. It all started when one
man decided to follow the example of Christ in an
unconscionable situation, by giving his life to save
his comrades. The words of Jesus spring to mind,
"Greater love has no man than to give his life for his
friends."

When Christ Ascended to Heaven, He brought with
Him the whole of humanity, and He reconciled us
once and for all with the love of the Father. Mother
Theresa put it best when she said, "To show great
love for God and our neighbor, we need not do great
things. It is how much love we put into doing that
makes our offering something beautiful for
God". We find joy when we share it freely with
others. We find love when we consider those around
us before ourselves. We glorify God when we
participate in sharing His love with one another, and
what better time to remember Christ’s Love then
when He Ascended into Heaven with God the Father.
After all: ‘Life is good but Eternal life is better!’

Oles & Lubov Cheren (dba Gerdan
Ukrainian Merchandise), 31 Sherman Place,
Clifton, NJ 07011-1407 Tel. 973-246-4827) will
be visiting our parish on Saturday and
Sunday May 23 & 24t with a large selection
of UKRAINIAN BOOKS, both in Ukrainian and
in English, including religious, academic,
history, literature, arts and crafts, dictionary-
ies, and children’s. MAPS, GREETING
CARDS, C-Ds, D-V-Ds, and JEWELERY,
imported from Ukraine, EMBROIDERY,
SCARFS, and much morer also are available.

These will be displayed in the church hall.

A percentage of the proceeds will be
donated to our parish.

We encourage our members and guests to
take adventage of this extraordinary
opportunity.
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An old man and an old woman lived together in a
small house at the top of a hill. They had been in love
since they were teenagers, and although they
occasionally bickered over petty things, they had
been happily married for more than 40 years. Every
morning, the man would ride his bike down to the
market to pick up groceries for the day while the
woman tended to the garden and house. They didn't
have much money, so they mostly lived off of bread
and stewed vegetables. Still, they were always
grateful for what they did have, and that they had
each other.

Once a week, after their usual dinner,
the two would curl up in front of the
fireplace and share a piece of cherry
pie. It was the only luxury they
would allow themselves, and
some of their best times were
spent together like that, sharing
stories, hugging and laughing
over their favorite dessert. Oddly
enough, the man only loved the
crust of the pie; the flaky, buttery
shell that had only the thinnest
remaining layer of sweet cherry
coating. The woman, on the other hand,
only loved the warm, gooey filling and
didn't care so much for the outside. So, they
would divide up the pie and both were happy. It was
the perfect dynamic. The way they ate their pies was
a reflection of their lives together, and how they fit
into one another like one hand intertwined with the
other. He completed her emptiness here, while she
filled his voids there. One particularly harsh winter,
the old man fell sick with pneumonia. It took a
terrible toll on his health, and after a few days it was
clear that he wouldn't make it. The grieving woman
sat by his bedside in the dimly lit room, her eyes
tearing up as she gazed down at his. "There's
something | want to tell you," he said slowly, gently
grabbing his wife's hand. "What is it, my dear?" she
said, fighting back tears. "l love you so much." he
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replied. "Well | know that, of course!" she
interjected, laughing softly. "I love you too." He
continued, "All | wanted to do with my life was to
make you happy. | hope | succeeded in doing that.
And, dear, don't be upset with me, but I've been lying
to you all this time." The woman cocked her head
inquisitively to the right, trying to hide her
concern. "l don't much care for the crust of pies," he
said slowly, smiling. For a moment, the woman was
speechless. Then she burst out, "Then why?"
"Because," he went on. "It gave me more joy to give
you something | knew made you so happy than | ever
would have gotten from a silly dessert." The
room was quiet for a few seconds as
they stared at each other, smiling. She
lowered her head and rested it on her
husband's shoulder. "Oh, my dear
husband," she said. "We are a pair.
All of these years | have been trying
to make you happy by telling you |
love the filling... when in fact | prefer
the crust.”
Eternal life is about love and
relationship. Relationship with God,
relationship with Jesus Christ,
relationship with one another lived out
in love. It is experienced when we
encounter the Almighty and His
unbelievable love first hand, and then are willing to
make sacrifices for one another out of the love we
have receive from our Heavenly Father. Jesus'
parting words to His disciples are: "And this is
Eternal life that they may know you, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent." A
priest knows Eternal life at the Lord's Supper, when
he looks down into the face of a child waiting to
receive the Body and Blood of Christ with wide-eyed
awe and anticipation. As someone once said, "Every
child comes with the message that God is not yet
discouraged with mankind." A medical professional
knows Eternal life when he or she sits with a person
on their death bed, whom the medical world can no
longer help, whose life is coming to a quick end, and
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This past Thursday, which followed the fifth
Sunday after Easter, we celebrated the day of our
Lord's Ascension. When Jesus, having fulfilled his
earthly mission, went to the Mount of Olives, took
leave of His mother and Disciples, and Ascended
from there to His Father in Heaven. It was His final
act on this earth, but it was an act that opens to us,
His followers, endless possibilities, for Jesus did not
return to the Father alone. Through the mystery of
the Incarnation, Jesus assumed all of humanlty unto
Himself, and now each of us * vy
is a part of Christ as He lives |
inus. When the doors of the \§
Kingdom of Heaven opened
wide to receive our trium- '
phant Lord, the whole of
redeemed humanity was
also received and accepted 1z,
by the Father. The Feast of
Ascension celebrates not
only Jesus' glorification by
the Father, but also the
Father's acceptance of each
one of us, regardless of our
sins and imperfect-
ions. Jesus opens Heaven [
to us, where one day we will
also be received by God the ¢
Father. Today, we are also '
one week away from
Pentecost, when the living
flame of the Holy Spirit
descended upon the Apostles. Pentecost was not
the first time Jesus' believers had acted to-
gether. But it was the first time they had a complete
message, an empowered mission and purpose
beyond themselves. Before, they were just another
small circle of followers: now, they become the
Church that would eventually measure in the
millions.

Holy Scripture writes: “God has raised us up
together, and made us sit together in heavenly

places in Christ Jesus.” As if by proxy, we take
possession of the benefits which are offered and
made possible to us. The Church reminds us in this
celebration that there are places destined for each of
us in the Kingdom of God, if we are faithful - if we
believe in and follow the Word of God, and that our
presence is not only desired, but the Lord is waiting
for us. This is meant to bring us great joy, because
the Ascension makes thoughts of Heaven more
immediate and more actual to us. But do we think of

Eternity often enough‘? For most Christians, life in

heaven is no more than a
@ / /* supplement to life here on
¥, - earth. Life in heaven is seen
| somewhat as a postscript, an
« . appendix to a book whose
- text is formed by earthly life.
. But this is the opposite of
. what we know as a Church to
be true. Our earthly life is but
the preface to the book. Life
in heaven will be its main text,
% and this text is endless. | saw
# afabulous bumper sticker the
other day that read: ‘Life is
good but Eternal life is
better” To make use of
another image, our earthly life
is but a tunnel - narrow, dark,
and very short - which opens
onto a magnificent, sunlit
508 landscape more beautiful
4% then we can even imagine.
We think too much about what our life is now, and
not enough about what it will become. Even Holy
Scripture writes: “Eyes have not seen, ears have not
heard, what God has prepared for those who love
Him.” Our lives would indeed be changed and
transformed, if from now on, we threw our hearts
over the barrier, beyond this world, and into the
Kingdom where is found not only our own true good,
but also the true good of those whom we love and
those in need of our love.
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