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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
4:30 PM For Parishioners-3a Ilapoxisin

June 2 2", aft. Pent. — 2 H. no 3.C.JI.
12:00 PM +Michael & Julia Michalow
(Children)

Monday June 3 — IloH., 3 YepBHs

9:00 AM Funeral of +Ruth Kulyk
(Today would be 21 anniversary of the pass-
ing into Eternal Life of +Alex Kulyk and Ruth
requested Liturgy for her husband.)

Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. MukoJas
(ITig Omikoro I1./1.M.)

MOP*SITOK CB. JAITYPTIii

2 Yepsus Hening Camapsinku

10:00 p. +Ipena Boiiuak (Poman)

9 Yepeus Hegisia CaainopoaxeHoro

All priests from our Deanery will meet
other priests at Soyuzivka for Clergy Days.
Say a prayer for all of us, so that we may
have a productive gathering and return
safely. Thank You!

Cesimennui /IHi Ha coro3iBli TpUBaTH-
MYTBb 10 4yeTBepra. [Ipocuimo o MosnTBH.

Friday June 7 — II’aTHnus, 7 YapBusa
8:15 AM +Muxaiiio IBannuko

(mama Yasna)
6:15 PM MOLEBEN - MOJIEBEHb

Saturday June 8 — Cy0ora, 8 UepBHs

9:00 AM +Alex & Ruth Kulyk
4:30 PM For Parishioners-3a Ilapoxisin

June 9 3"S. aft. Pent. — 3 H. no 3.C.JI.
12:00 PM +Michael & Olga Leschuk
(Marie Glenn & Nadia Boyle)

Eternal Light burns for Deceased Parents
Requ. By Dorothy & Anne Kordrupel

Biune Cgitiio B uects I1.JI.M. ropurs 3a
+Mmuxaiiga IBaHMYKO (Mama Yasina)

10:00 p. +Heonina CaiikeBu4
(bogdanisepki Ilnacrynn)

Children’s Liturqy & Father’s Day Picnic

The next Children’s Liturgy will be on
Sunday, June 16, 2013, at 10:00 AM.
There will be a Father’s Day Picnic
immediately following the service. Hot-
dogs with kapusta, hamburgers, tossed
salad, potato salad; baked beans, water-
melon, and desserts will be served for a
suggested minimum donation of $5 per
person. Outdoor activities weather per-
mitting. Donations for desserts would be
greatly appreciated. All parishioners and
their families are welcome to attend —
hope to see you there!

* ok ok

Ca. Jlityprig Ha [eHb Batbka-16 YepBHsA

Y nepnino, 16 Yepsus o 10 rox 6yne Cs.
Jlityprist nois gireit i motoai. Tema: Bos-
HeciHHd i 3icaannsa Cs. [lyxa, ik piBHOXK
Bbor - JIw6asuuii bareko. ITo C. Jlityprii
Oyae niknik 3 Haroau /{us barbka. Ilpo-
CHMO B3SITH Y4acTh, SIK PiBHO K /0IO-
Morru. Maemo Hajio, MO LSl 3aIUIAHO-
BaHa nporpama Ha Jlenb barbka yBiH-
YAETHCS YCMiXOM, MOAIOHO 0 CHiIAaHOKY 3
Haroau /{ust Marepi . laTok: $5.00

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk

79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Embroidery
photos on facebook.com

Please Support our Sponsors

jahawryluk@gmail.com

PHONE 893-1025

(‘*x

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

1550
William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 8951404

ILAVIS
RAZZAR

Euro Delicatessen Store

1550
Wwilliam Street

Buffalo, NY 14206
Tel.: 895-1404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhomeinc.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

) '\ :’%
Pietszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

www .Pietszak.com

897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowagea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.busszkafuneralhomeinc.com/

DNIPRO M JAHITIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the
$100,000 Building Fund.

Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS

)

>

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy

(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Ambherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772

Haimupimi nobaxkanns Boxkoro
BaarocaAoBeHHs OAf BCix mapadian
YxpailHCBKHX LIEPKOB HaZACHAAE
Ykpaincbka KpeauTna Cniaka

“CBIH J1O CBOIO IO CBO€E”

Please use our
product & services

Free checking!
Competitive rates on Loans, Visa Credit
cards, CD’s and savings account
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
Free Life Insurance (some restrictions apply)
Domestic & International Wires,
Translations, Notary Public

Join now and become a member of
our Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com
Hours of operations:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday:
10:00am - 5:00pm
Wednesday: 10:00am - 2:00pm;
Friday: 10:00 - 7:00pm

DONATIONS TO
2013 Stamford Bishop’s Appeal

Gary & Kacy Plotycia - $500.00

Nancy Weigand — 125.00

William & Irene Burda - $100.00
Theodore & Aleksandra Prawak - $100.00
Lidia Hreshcheshyn - $100.00

Theodosius & Halyna Pryshlak - $50.00
L.M. of V. Rev. Paul Iwachiw - $50.00
Thor Gill - $50.00

Total collected as of May 28, 2013 —

$5.995.00
2013 Goal for St. Nicholas Parish —
$7.500.00

Amount needed to reach our Goal —

$1.505.00

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

“Special Appeal”

IMO Eugenia Lukowskyj
Maria Bodnarsky - $25.00
Ulana Loza - $30.00
Dora Horbacheska - $25.00

Thank You! /Iakyemo!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
Lackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

St. Joseph School for Boys Bookstore
Ronda Doucette: (574) 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

Miss Buffalo Cruise,
Sunday, June 9th, 2-5 PM
$25.00
Sponsored by:
Ukrainian American Civic Center,

205 Military Rd

For reservations call:
Juri 392-9657 or
Roman 837-9359

Sacraments of Confirmation,
Baptism, and Holy Eucharist
Was bestowed on May 25, 2013, upon:
Stella Katherine Sabio-Deneka
Daughter of Amy Deneka & David Sabio.
May our good & loving Lord grant His

blessings of peace, health, and happiness
upon Stella Katherine.

Congratulations! Mnohaya Lita!

* x *

Cresia Katepuna Cabio-/leHeka
Jdonbka Amm Jleneka i laBuga Cabio
NPUHHAJIA TAHHU XPelleHHs, MUPOIOMa-
3anH i [IpecBsaToi €Bxapucrii 25 TpaBHs.
Xaii I'ocmoahL 0J1arocJIOBHTL IIACTAM i
3popos'sam! I'paTyiaroemMo 6aTbKkam!

Ha Mmuoras i baaras Jlira!

SAVE THE DATE

The 75 Annual Convention of the
League of Ukrainian Catholics will be
held in Buffalo October 4, 5, 6, 2013 at
the Airport Holiday Inn. We ask the
support of our local Ukrainian commu-
nity in this endeavor. We especially ask
that organizations not schedule any
events that weekend. Thank you!

75 KonBenuis Jliru Ykpainuis Karouukis
oyne B boddauto, 4-6 KosTas, 2013. IIpo-
CHMO He BJIAIITOBYBATH iMIIpe3 B TOil 4ac.

2013 LUC dues are now payable. Please
make checks ($7.00) payable to League of
Ukr. Catholics, Niagara Frontier Council.

Dues can be sent tolhor Pereyma,
38 Lester St., Buffalo, NY 14210



http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

In Memoriam — Biuuas [lam’sa1p!

Ynokoinacs B Mocnoai C.. Mam.

+Pyta Kynuk (6yB. Lohde)
PoguHi, npuatunam i 3HanoMmm cknagaemo
cniBuyTTA, a i Xan oyae Biynasa Mam’aTs!
3i cBATUMU ynokown, Xpucre,
aywy cnyrudi TBoei Pytu!

+Ruth Kulyk (nee Lohde)
(July 30, 1930 - May 29, 2013)

Beloved wife of the late Alexander; devoted
mother of Andrew and Taras (Annette) Kulyk;
loving grandmother of Amanda (Todd) Jar-
czyk. Funeral services at the BUSZKA
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 2005 Clinton St.
(Corner S. Ogden) Monday at 8:15 AM and at
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Church at 9 AM. Mrs.
Kulyk was a member of Buffalo-Dortmund
Sister City Committee and was a former
volunteer for Shea's Buffalo and Studio Arena
Theatre. Memorials in Ruth's name may be
made to Hospice Buffalo Inc. Visitation
Saturday from 4-8 PM and Sunday 2-4 and 7-9
PM. Panachyda services will be held Saturday
and Sunday at 7:30 PM.

We extend our sympathy to the mem-
bers of the Family and friends! May she
rest in peace! Eternal Memory!

In Memoriam — Biunas Ilam’g971b!
Ynokoinacs B N'ocnogi C.. Mam.
+IpeHa XopaHb
PoguHi, npuatunam i 3HanoMmm cknagaemo
cniBuyTTA, a i Xan oyae Biynasa Mam’aTs!
3i cBATUMU ynokowu, Xpucre,

+Irene Chodan
(+February 23, 213 at age 93)

Formerly of West Seneca and Orchard Park,
NY, beloved wife of the late Stanley Chodan;
dear mother of Roman Chodan and the late
Omelon Chodan; loving grandmother of Denise
(Chodan) Deahl, Mark Chodan, Paula (Chodan)
Inches, the late Todd Chodan, Doreen (Chodan)
Puzon; great-grandmother of Alexander,
Nicholas, Eric, Emily, Nicole, Nathan, Jessica,
Austin; sister of the late Jane Osmak; also
survived by nieces, Vera (Osmak) Tarapata,
Dorothy (Osmak) Donovan, nephew, Nikolas
Osmak and many other nieces, nephews, great-
nieces and great-nephews. Member of St.
Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in Buffalo.
Retired from M. Wile Company. Member of
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers
Union of America (ACTWU). The family will be
present for a Graveside Memorial on Monday,
June 3 at 10 AM at Holy Cross Cemetery in
Lackawanna (Ridge Road entrance) where
prayers will be said followed by a Christian
Burial, Rev. Ray Palko, presiding. Friends
invited. Roman wishes to thank Hospice of
Naples, Irene, Marie, Renalda and many other
loving caregivers who helped provide wonderful
care during the years of his mother's illness

We extend our sympathy to the mem-
bers of the Family and friends! May she
rest in peace! Eternal Memory!

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN - is open Fridays 11 AM - 3 PM.
Thank you for your patronage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!
e We need help in the kitchen. Thank you!

e Thanks are extended to all our good helpers
in the Kitchen. Mnohaya Lita to you all!!!

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHHUK BumaeThes THKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBatu 1o I’aTHHNI Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS

KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VEPATHGEKA KATOAUIILKA IEPKRA

GBATOIO MHKOAAA
(TITA OMIKOK MPEYHGTOT
AIRH MAPII OAITITPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help O%PS

us raise money

for our Church

by purchasing never stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops

anyway, why not help. You do not lose or

gain anything by doing this, but our Church

will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of

your spending. To take advantage of this

program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,

or call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!
Please note: You can purchase gasoline

with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* kK

¥ nac ycnimino npoaawtbest Kaprouknm 3
kpamuuui "Tonc". Kynywoun ix Bu nomara-
eTe nepksi. Li1sa Bac He poOuTh pisHuLi yu
BH IUIATHJIM IPillIMM YU KAPTOYKOI0, aj1e
nepkBa jgicrane Bix ,, Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oaepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTH ciin
3Bepratucs 10 n. Mapii bognap, ado 10 kaHn-
nesaspii. JIskyemo!

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnoginb: Ilepex Ca. Jlityprisimu
Baptism: By appointment
XpeuieHHsi:  3a 10MOBJICHHSAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
Binuanusi: Tosiocutucsi 6 MicsiniB ckopie
Religion classes — Pediriiina Ilporpama
Cyoora - Saturday

Ministry to the sick - Onika HaJl XBOPUMH
Family members should call the Rectory
PO)]HHa IMOBHUHHA HOBiIIOMI/lTH CBAILIICHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i moTpedH 3aB:KIH MOKHA 3aKJINKATH

Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

3 papia "Muaocepaunrt GamapaHun"
Y Bi3aHTINCbKiN TpaaunLil XiHKY-CaMapsHKY
Ha3uBawTb PoTMHO (TOOTO CBiTNAHOMW), —

«OCASHOK CBiTNOM», 6o i cepue 6yno

TBEPAUM | HanoBHMUNOCA
csitnom Xpucra. Ak Icyc
BUKNMKAB Yy Hel cnpary
csitna? flianor mix Icycom
Ta  XiHKOK-CaMapsiHKOK
OaraTo Lo BiAKpMBaE HaM.

Mu 3Haemo, wWo uHoAi

BMacTuBO e Kpauwe: "lcyce, Bipto, wo Tu
Xpuctoc, Cux bora xuBoro, WwWo NpUULLOB y
CBIT, W0 6 MeHe HaBYUTK, W06 MeHe NigHeCcTy

,CIO rigHocTn Boxoi auTUHKU. Yn mu CﬂpaB,D,I

npuiimemo Xpucta i cTaHemo
Woro anoctomamm  uepes
BMKOHYBaHHA CBOIX LOAEH-
HMX 000B'AI3KIB, YN MOXeE CKa-
xemo 1omy: "Bigingu Big me-
He, 60 B HMHiWHbLOMY cBiTi Te-

Hawe cepue 3aTBepAine, i He TOMy, WO BOHO
CTpaxgae, a TOMy, WO 3aMUKaETLCA B €O,
CNOBHEHe po3YyapyBaHHSA, OYHTY, FPKOTH 4m
3HeBipu. HacnpaBgi npuyuHO UbOro €
BCbOr0 nuwe Opak conpuyacTs, Hawe
BiJOKpeMneHHs Big MHWKX. Came 3 Takum
CMYTKOM Ha cepui XiHKa-camapsiHka
3ycTpivae Icyca.

Bce nouuHae 3miHioBaTtucs, konu lIcyc
MPOCUTL Y HEl NUTK. IcyC nepwmnMm WyKae Hac
Oina Tiei KpuHWUi, Oe MM Hamaraemocs
BTamMyBaTu CBOIO cnpary. BiH HaxunaeTbca
Ao Hac, BiH cnparnuin Hac. Ua muTtb ayxe
Baxnuea. He BigBeptanmo Big Hboro 00-
nu4us, cnyxaimo Moro noknuk, npopos-
XyWMO Lo 3ycTpiyv 3 Hum, agxe B Hin bor ige
A0 Hac y cBOiN 6e3MexHii rymaHHocTi. Came
ToAi, konu npuumemo uen nornag Mocnopa
WMpUM cepLieM, Hac NoYyHe HamnoBHIOBATH
Woro ceitno...

Cnacutenb 3Hae yCi TaEMHUL HawWwuX cep-
Aelb, yCi Hawi goopi uM 3ni BUMHKK, WNAXo-
THi Y1 HeYeCHi Hamipw, i xo4ye HaM gonomor-
T, WOO NOCTINHO POOUTM NepLli a OMUHATH
ocTaHHi. Y4 mu rotosi npuithatn Woro po-
nomory. Yn pasom 3 otow XiHkowo Camap-
AHKOK 3MOXEMO KOXHWIA i KOXHa Bip cebe
cka3atu: "Nocnoau, 3Hato wo Tu npopok”, Ta

Oe 30BciM He noTpibHO."

XHuBa Benuki, kaxe Ham Mocnogb. XTo XHe
3annaty npuime i 30mMpae nnig Ha XuTTA Biy-
He. XpucToc Wweapo poscunas Aoopo, BiH no-
CifiIB CNOBO XWUTTH BiYHOrO, fIke CTOKPATHO
3apoguno.

Mwu € Ti, Wo noBuHHI 3ibpaTu uen nnig, Ko-
pucTaTi 3 HbOro i MPUroTOBUTU MOro A0 CiB-
Ou, WoO iHWIi TaKOX MOTrNK KOpUCTaTK.

Ckaxim i Mu pazom 3 Xpuctom: "Mos noxwu-
Ba € TBopuTK Bonk Toro, wo MeHe nicnas."
MocTtapaimocs yci pobutu ue, wo Mocnopes.i
nopo6acthca. Mponosigysatu Woro winum
cBoiM ectBoM. CtatM Ana iHWuUX Apyrum
Xpuctom. Mpuntu iHwmm Ha gonomory. Mpo-
noexysatu Moro ceate gino. Y HuHiwHLOMY
CBiTi, KONX He NpuUragyeTbcA TOro, WO Hac
BigKynuB, konu 3abyBaeTbCA NPO iCHyBaHHA
BULLOrO Hag HaMK, NOTPIOHO KOroCh, L0 MOXe
npuragatu, WO MOXe MNoKasaTW, Wo Moxe
NPUTATHYTW.

CamapsiHka niwna i npuBena nogen, a BOHU
cami nobGayunu i yBipyBanu, Yitanu mMu y
cboroaHiwHboMy €BaHrenito. Mpuseaim i Mu
iHwux go Xpucra, nokaxim iM BapTiCTb XpUc-
TUAHCBLKOTO XXWUTTS, @ BOHU CaMmi BXe pilaTh ¢
yn Bubpatn Mocnopa. Takum cnocobom mu
cnoBHMMO XpucToBe OaxaHHA 3pobuUTM
YYHSIMU yCi Hapoau.

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

June 2, 2013 A.D.

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!

Christ is Risen! He is Truly Risen!

Dear )
(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)
Hello, My Dear and Faithful Reader! Over these last

5 or 6 years, I've sat down in a lot of different places

to write your letter. Usually, it's in front of “ol Mr.

Mac,” but often enough, | handwrite the letter before

| type it for the electronic transmission. | remember

writing to you several times from the passenger seat
of the car as we zipped along “that ribbon of
highway;” I've written to you from Wappingers Falls,
overlooking the mighty Hudson River, and from

Canandaigua, NY as | contemplated the beauty of the

lake and the surrounding woods. Those times at

Wappingers Falls and Canandaigua were during our

clergy retreats, when | took time out to let you know

| was especially remembering you in my prayers.

Several times | recall writing to you from some-
where on the grounds of Soyuzivka, as | gazed up at
those incredibly beautiful Catskill Mountains. And
then there were the times when | remembered you
even when | was on vacation, when | wrote your letter
from air and sea. There | was, some twenty-five or
thirty thousand feet above the earth, with pen in
hand. Now that was some real “zipping,” as the
airplane was bringing us home. And do you
remember when | told you about the porpoises
playing around our ship? That was part of a letter
written to you as we cruised the Caribbean.

Yep, | have written from a few really neat places,
but guess what. Today I’'m writing to you from one of
my very favorite places in all the world, during one of
my very favorite times of the year. It's Thursday, May
30 (the real Memorial Day), and I'm sitting outside at
the patio table on the driveway. Somebody once said,
“It doesn’t get any better than this!” And right now,
that’s pretty much how | am feeling. | am sure you
too, have your very favorite place somewhere, and I'd
be willing to bet it also, has something to do with

“Home Sweet Home.”

It's been an absolutely gorgeous day today. The
chill of last week has once again given way to more
seasonable weather. Actually, we now are receiving
some real summer weather with those two “yucky ‘H’
words”: heat and humidity. However, neither the heat
nor the humidity were oppressive in the least, and
there was actually a pleasant breeze all day causing
the wind chimes hanging in the tree to play almost
continuous tunes. It has been a day of sunshine from
morning till now...7:30pm. It has been a day of birds
singing from morning till now. It has been a day of
“little ones” playing in water, and watching bubbles
fly into the air. It's been a day of water balloons, and
yes, even a few skinned knees and tears. (One
“Cars”and two “Princess” Band-aids and a kiss from
Mommy took care of that!) It has been a day of eating
red Popsicles and trying to catch those little rivers of
the melting ice as they ran down the arms and even
to the elbows of the children. Those children whom
Jesus loves, and said we should all be like. “For such
is the Kingdom of heaven.”

Marv Levy, the former head coach of the Buffalo
Bills football team, once asked his players before a
big, important game, “Where would you rather be
than right here, right now?” | can guess how they
responded, but | know how | respond: “Right here!
Right now!” So, yes, it has been a beautiful day and
it still is. The tune of the birds has softened as they,
and we, begin to respond to the “Svite Tychy” the
“Quiet Light” of the coming evening as we all sing,
“Thank You, O Lord, for all the blessings of this day!”

This week has gone by quickly, especially due to
the Memorial Day holiday on Monday. The coming
week is also going to be one that will turn into Friday
before we know it. The reason for that is because the
priests of our Eparchy must attend our spring clergy
days, again being held at Soyuzivka. We are
scheduled to be there from Monday afternoon until
Thursday afternoon. So the rectories of the Ukrainian
Eparchy of New York and New England are going to
be quiet this week. The rectories may be quiet, but
I've heard tell that there are certain secretaries,




maintenance people and cooks who get a lot of
work done during the time of clergy days and
retreat over the course of the year. Naaah, it’s not
because Father is “out of their hair!” Or, just
maybe......Ya think?! © ©

The clergy days are a beneficial time for our
on-going priestly formation, a job that never
ends. This time the focus is going to be on “The
Year of Faith” and the completed “Sobor,” which
was held in Stamford in April. According to the
schedule we’ve received with our registration
packet, Bishop Paul will present the outcome of
that meeting in the form of the established
resolutions, and Fr. Max Kobasuk, 0.S.B.M will
be the presenter of Pope Benedict’s proclamat-
ion of the “Year of Faith.” By the way, the “Year
of Faith began on October 11, 2012 and
continues until November 24, 2013. The “Year of
Faith” and the “Sobor” are calls to true renewal
of our personal spirituality as well as renewal of
the Faith of the Church. I'll definitely let you
know what went on at our Clergy Days. It's not
true at all that “what happens in Soyuzivka, stays
in Soyuzivka.” © Actually, you are the reason we
are going there; you are the reason we serve.
We’ll miss you while we are away.

On Monday, Memorial Day, | joined some of
our parishioners at the cemetery to offer our
traditional prayers for those who gave their lives
in the service of our country, and for all our
beloved departed. That is such a beautiful
custom! | hope it continues to be an important
part of our year.

Writing last week about Memorial Day, | said it
is the unofficial start of summer. This weekend
(May 31 to June 2) our Western NY area will see
the kick-off to that in the form of the Greek
Festival, now in its 36®" year. It is a successful
and major fund-raiser for the church and has
become a focus for the entire area. The question
is often asked, “Are you going to the Greek
Festival?” | am sure wherever you are, there are
the same kinds of events happening or about to

happen. The weekends certainly begin to fill up
this time of year, don’t they?! Happy Summer!

I've written mainly about good things in this
letter, but | know everything, everywhere “isn’t all
peaches and cream.” Maybe you aren’t “feeling so
hot” yourself. People grieve, hurt and struggle for
many reasons. People carry the burden of illness
and the Cross of old age. Tornadoes have caused
death and destruction. The members of our
government go about openly “Bearing false
witness,” as they so clearly LIE about serious
events in our once beautiful country. Our
freedoms are threatened more and more each day.
Our governor is still looking for a way to pass his
dastardly phony “womens’ rights” bill, which is
merely another abortion bill. Speaking of that, the
killing of the unborn continues in our country and
throughout the land.

But there is hope and comfort. Thank God for
our Faith which teaches us to continue our walk in
“joyful hope for the coming of our Savior.” No
matter what is going on around us, we must
always remember that God is with us and wants to
bless us with His Divine Mercy. All we need to do
is ask. When things are confusing or bleak or we
become despondent it is because we think we can
fix it, or we can bring about the solution. This
journey of life is certainly a mystery in many ways,
but one thing | know, and that is, Jesus said, “l am
the Way, the Truth and the Life. Come to Me all you
who labor and are burdened, and | will give you
rest.” In Him, and only in Him, will we find that
perfect place of the sun shining and the birds
singing and the children playing. May He bless you
with His everlasting Love and Divine Presence.
May our holy Lady the Theotokos protect you, and
those you love, beneath the omophor of her
heavenly protection! God willing, and the creek
don’t rise, I'll write next week.

In His Love,

y A%

Fr. Ray

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Jesus, in entering this world, let go of equality with
God the Father, and He became one of us. As a man,
Jesus knew God completely and personally, and
chose to live God’s way. His relationship with other
people was the living image of God’s holiness, truth
and love. In His very person was the power and
presence of the kingdom of God. And what did Jesus
do with that power? To fisherman and priests,
tax collectors and Samaritans, children and
women, lepers and adulterers, He gave.
He gave His time, His touch, His love and
most importantly, God’s forgiveness.
Jesus used His power to forgive the
sinner, to make the sick well, the blind
see, and the lame walk. He communicated
with stories that people could relate to and
understand, and Jesus gave away his knowledge of
God. Though His giving would bring Him great
suffering and even death, Jesus continued to use His
power to give by pouring out His love for the world.
And when He died on the cross, Jesus gave again
and broke the power of sin and death. He used His
power to die so that we would have the gift of Eternal
life. Jesus used His power to give us life, so that we
might become the children of God; that we would
become filled with God’s Holy Spirit, just like Jesus.
He gave and trusted that no matter what seemed to
happen, God would use the outcome for good. Jesus
said: “Follow me and | will make you Fishers of Men.”
Jesus never promised that the journey would be
easy, but He did promise a place in God’s Kingdom
for all those who believe and follow Him.

One day St. Francis was giving out money which
he had collected for the poor. A wealthy man who
had done some building work in a Church for St.
Francis saw this and was envious. He went up to St.
Francis asking for money on the basis that he had
been underpaid for his work. St. Francis simply filled
the builder’s hands full to overflowing with coins and
told him to come back if the money was insufficient.
The builder left and did not return for some time. He
had wanted this money more than anything; he had
even planned on how he would use this money for
his own benefit. But before the builder could spend
a single coin, a tremendous feeling came over him,
and he knew right away what he must do. When the
builder returned to St. Francis, he had sold all he
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owned, he gave the money to St. Francis to give away
to those who were truly the poor, and then he joined
the religious order. Sometimes giving can seem like
giving in, like losing, even like madness, but only
God can give us the wisdom and power for this sort
of generosity. We will always be amazed by the
wondrous things that can happen when we place our
trust in the hands of the Lord. We all have those
moments when we choose to ‘let our conscience
be our guide’, and truthfully that Guide is the
Holy Spirit - living in us and breathing
Eternal life into the portions of our heart
that need it the most.

Christ’s power to give came from His
intimacy with God and it is this same
" intimacy that we believers are offered

through the Holy Spirit. With the Holy Spirit
dwelling inside of us, we can grow an inner
knowledge that God’s ways are not only right - but
good. Then, knowing by experience the goodness of
the Lord, we find we can agree with the will of God
much more easily. We too can want to give, see the
goodness and righteousness in giving, and be
empowered through generosity, if we ask Jesus to
transform our hearts and minds for the better. When
Nelson Mandela was a political prisoner in South
African jails for twenty some years, he discovered
even there he had something he could give to others:
dignity and respect. The privileges he fought hardest
for were things which would give the prisoner’s in
general, some small amount of dignity and respect.
And as a result he became their spokesman. And
even when he was taunted, abused and beaten by his
captors, he tried with all his might to treat even the
abusers with dignity and respect, and encouraged
others to do the same. This spirit gave both prison-
ers and guards hope, and significantly reduced the
violence that occurred. It also marked Mandela as a
man who could be respected and trusted, a man with
whom the government could negotiate the handover
of political power with safety. And what an incredible
change it made for the people of South Africa.

If you need somebody to care for

elderly or homebound please call
Lyubov at: 1-716-603-9300




