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OF MOTHER OF GOD
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V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor/dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www. stamforddio.org
308 Fillmor e Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies

Cnosinb: Ilepen Cs. Jliryprismu
Baptism: By appointment

XpenieHHsi: 3a T0MOBJIEHHAM

Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance

Binuanusi: ToJsiocuTHCes 6 MicsAliB cKopIIe
Religion classes — Kasicu Pesirii

Saturday, 11:45 AM — Cy6ora, 11:45 p.

Ministry to the sick - Onika man xBopumu
Family members should call the Rectory

Poauna moBuHHA HOBiIIOMl/ITl/I CBAIICHUKA

INEMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i norpedu 3aBKIM MOKHA 3aKJIHKATH

3icaanns Cesroro Jlyxa —o. I0. M.

Hapio He6ecuuii YTimuteaio Jlyme icTuHHH,
10 BCIOJM €CH i Bce HAMOBHSIELI, CKApPOu iop i
SKMTTS MOAATHII, NPUIiAU I Bcwincs B Hac i
OYHMCTH HAC Bil ycAKol CKBepHH i cmacu baarmii
Jyui Hanri. AMiHB!

Pentecost —
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE In the Beginning . . .(cont.)

HOP’HI[OK CB. JIITYPFIﬁ (week 12) Chrisisalmost 2 incheslong.
Fingersand toes are separated. Chris could

June 12: Pentecost — 3icnaunst CB. Jlyxa  easily stand on daddy’slittle finger nail.
10:00 AM +ImuTtpo [Ipanka (T. Mouepnsk) Chris sfeet arethesize of the Precious Feet
IManaxuaa 3a NOJIALJIKX 32 BoJ0 YKpainm Pinsthat have become the symbol of the
12:00 PM +Mary Lucas Verostko pro-life movement. Finger nailsand hair
(Marianne) arestarting togrow. The placentaisnow
. providing nutrition from the mother. Chris
Mon., June 13 — Iloneninok, 13 YepBus

. 4 likes pizza.
8:15AM +Andrij & OlhaKilko (Z. Armesto)

“They, nolessthan |, were created in the
Tue., June 14 — BiBTOpok, 14 YepBHs womb by the same God who shaped us all
9:15 AM +Spocnasa [Tpunuisik — 40 1. 1 1.

within our mothers.”
(do3wo ITpunuisk)

TheHoly Spirit is“theLord the giver of
10:15 AM Moleben — Moaedens Xp. Yo Life” to each of us, and to the Church.

Wenesday, June 15 — Cepena, 15 YepBHs

9:15 AM +Muxaiino Casymsik (T. ['ypmaxk)

Thursday, June 16 — Yer., 16 UepBus

9:15 AM +KoncranTus 3BipMHCHKUN
(AHHa MeNbHHK)

Friday, June 17 — II’saT., 17 YepBHs
9:15 AM +Karepuna i Crenan ['onoBaruit
(ponuna I'onoBaTux)
10:00 AM Moleben — MoJiedenn Xp. Your.
12:00 AM +Julia Hrynczak (Sophie Sudyn)
Saturday, June 18 — Cy0ota, 18 UepBHs
9:15 AM +Bacunp Pomantok -1 pid.i mas.
(mouka Ama)
4:30 PM 3a Ilapoxisu-For Parishioners
June 19: All Saints — H. Becix CaTux
10:00 AM +Bosonumup Iacika

(poauna IlpaBak)
12:00 PM +Wasyl Prystajko (Family)

B uaci 3enenux Car
MOJIMMOCS 32 CIOKIH Ay
HAIIUX BOiHiB-/{MBi3iliHUKIB, BOIHIB
Y.I1.A, BoiniB O.Y.H., Ta BcCix THX,
1110 BiI/IaJIM CBOE KUTTHA 32 KPaILy
A0J110 HAoI barbKiBIIMHY.
IManaxuaa 3a MOJrJINX
oyne mo Ceariii JliTyprii.

B:xe 10Bri poxku B ueii 1eHb NpoBa-
AUTHCS 30ipKa HA OXOPOHY MOTHJI
NMOJIATJINX AUBI3iliHUKIB, B YKpaiHi
i 3axignii EBpomni, ikumn oniky-
erbes bparcrBo ,,bpoau-Jles”.
IIpuiinio 10 HAC 3BepHEHS,
100 e 3po0uTH i HLOr0 POKY.
IIpocumo o Bami meapi narku!
Komboamanmu-/[ugizintnuku

Eternal Light burns
for all Deceased
Freedom Fighters

Biune Csitso B yects IIJIM ropursn

3a +tBacuiis PomaHioka
IHoxepTBa: poguna SIBopcbKuX

St Joseph School For Boys
Bookstore

Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

There is still space for your ad.
Maemo micue ana Baworo oroAoLeHHSA

DNIPRO %Q JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the

$100,000 Building Fund.
Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS
R oy &
4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)

Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
www.uhdfcu.com info@uhdfcu.com

“The credit union

with a heart”

Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)
Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772


http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any one would like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

e CHURCH KITCHEN - is open. Thank you
for your help and patronage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!

e August 7: Church Picnic

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help Q%PS

us raise money
for our Church
by purchasing never stops
Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in
Tops anyway, why not help. You do not lose
or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. We receive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* ok k

¥ nac ycnimno npogawTtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepksi. s Bac He poouTh pisHULI YH
BH IVIATHJIM TPIllIMHM Y1 KAPTOYKOI0, aJie
nepkBa aicrane Bin ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kanueaspii. Iskyemo! Tako:xk Mo:xxHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI KynyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILKA IEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y

AIMHHLL ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!

KoJsm nisinyere naty Bamoro BiH4aHHs
YH XpeleHHs TO NPOCUMO IIOTOBOPUTH
3 MapoxoM, o0 moTiM He 0yJI0 HENmopo-
3yminHsA. Moske craTucs, 110 B el JeHb
O0yae HeMOKJIYBO BilOYTH 3a1JIsIHOBaHe.
% % %

If you are planning a Baptism or Wed-
ding, please contact Pastor about the

date before making other arrangements.

U Reo. Margjan Gnonsgh

Are you listening '""Good Samaritan"
Ukrainian Radio Program
on WJJL 1440 AM
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thanks for donations!

Yu ciyxaeTe Hally pajgio nepegavy
«Mmuocepauunii Camap'ssHUH»
Henins, 2 ron. na WJJL 1440 AM?

Jsikyemo 3a nosxkepTeu!

DONATIONS TO
2011 Stamford Bishop’s Appeal

Gary & Kacy (Cosentini) Plotycia - $500.00
Oleh Jacyszyn - $250.00

Ann Holowaty - $200.00

Thor Zankiw - $200.00

IMO Hanitzky ML.A. - $200.00

William & Anastasia Marc - $125.00
Dmytro & Dolores Baranyckyj - $100.00
Onufrij & Halyna Biloholowskyj - $100.00
Chrystyna Brown - $100.00

Osyp & Judie Hawryluk - $100.00

Olga Jakubowsky - $100.00

Dennis & Marianna Kaca - $100.00
Mychajlo Mochnacz - $100.00

Bohdan Papisz - $100.00

Dmytro & Sofia Pitolaj - $100.00
Theodore & Aleksandra Prawak - $100.00
Teodozij & Halyna Pryshlak - $100.00
Roman Voychuk - $100.00

Zoriana Bunche - $60.00

Julia Blendonohy - $50.00

Mykola & Tatiana Paslowsky - $50.00
Bogdana Poharatnyj - $50.00

Basil & Margaret Shewchyn - $50.00
Anna Zankiw - $50.00

Anna Melnyk - $35.00

Andrij & Maria Petryshyn - $30.00
Thor Gill - $25.00

Gloria Long - $25.00

Peter & Olga Pucak - $25.00

Stefania Chomiak - $15.00

Total collected
as of June 6, 2011 - $6.065.00
2011 Goal
for St. Nicholas Parish - $7,300.00
Amount needed
to reach our Goal - $1,235.00

To All Visitors, Friends

And Parishioners:

Welcome to our Ukrainian Catholic pa-
rish of Saint Nicholas. Make yourself at
home.

Every married couple or single person
over 18 years old should be registered
with the parish. Your donations to sup-
port our parish indicate your willingness
to be a member of St. Nicholas Parish. In
other words, to be considered a member
of this parish attendance and support is
strongly recommended. We use the sys-
tem of envelops. In the case you decide
not to use envelopes, you can choose
other method of supporting the parish,
but your support is appreciated and
much needed. May good Lord bless all!

k%

Bitaemo 1o namoi i Bamoi Hepksu Cs.
Otusa Hamoro MukoJiasi. JIBepi 3aB:kau
Biakpuri. ['ocnoaniii AiM € HAIIUM TOMOM.
Xaii I'ocnoapb 6J1aroc/ioBUTH ycix!

Hoapy:x:ksa i camiTHi oco6u nmonax 18 po-
KiB MOKYTh 3apericTpyBaTucs. SIkio Bu
He 0a’Ka€Te BKUBATH CHCTEMY KOBEPT,
Oyab Jacka qaiiTH HaM Balli aapecH i Te-
Jgegonn, mod MOITH 3 BAMH CKOHTAKTY-
BaTucs 1o norpedi. Bami 1aTku npocumo
BJIOKUTH Y KOBepTy i HanucaTu Bame
iM’s1, 60 B nporuBHOMY Bami nosxkepreu
OyayTh AaHOHIMHHMMM.

Xaii N'ocnioawb Ga1arociaoButh Bac i Bami
poauHu Ha MHoras i baaras Jlira!

Thanks are extended to all those, who
donated for Bishop’s Charities Appeal!
% % %
CepaeuHa noasika ycim, 1o mno:kepr-
ByBasid Ha Enapxisnibuuii Xap. ®ona!
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Smide
It’s Free!

Westermeier Martin
Dental Care

announces their
7th annual gift to the
community

“Dentistry
from the

29

The purpose of this special
event is to fill the unmet
needs of our community

by offering

FREE DEN-
TAL CARE

to low or fixed income individuals
who would normally go without.

Drs. and team members will be
volunteering their services
from 8am to 4pm
on Friday, June 24"
at their office,
located at
950 Main Street
(corner of Brooklea)
in East Aurora.

- First come, first served. €

Doors open at 8 am.
Children under 18
must be accompanied
by a parent or guardian

I*,

) *

Thanks are extended to
Westermeier
Martin Dental Care
Who really care
For those in need!

+Diana L. Burns (nee Hawryluk)

(at one time parishioner of St. Nicholas)
passed away peacefully on Sunday, June
5, 2011 at St. Mary’s Hospital at Amster-
dam, NY, surrounded by her loving fam-
ily.

Diana was born in Buffalo, NY, a twin
daughter of the late John and Stephania
Hawryluk. Diana was a recognized
leader and very active in the Ukrainian
Community. She enjoyed dancing in a
Ukrainian folk dance group and was a
counselor at summer camp where she
played the guitar and taught children to
sing and take part in summer musical
concerts.

Following her graduation from Mount
Mercy High School and Daemen College
she became the Director of Medical Re-
cords at St. Mary’s Hospital at Amster-
dam, directly out of college, and re-
vamped the entire department making it
one of the best in New York State. Later
in her career she provided consulting ser-
vices to CHP and Kaiser Permanente.

Diana loved to sing, especially harmony,
and was an exceptional alto in St. Mat-
thew’s Choir in Voorheesville, NY. With
her tireless energy she directed Christmas
Musicals to bring some joy and Christ-
mas spirit to nursing home patients at the
Teresian House, St. Peter’s Nursing
Home, Atria, and the homeless at Al-
bany’s City Mission.

We extend our sympathy to her hus-
bandd Bernard, her stepchildren, her sis-
ters Marta & Ulana and her brother
Osyp with their respective families. May
she rest in peace!

Eternal Memory! Biunas ITam’saTh!

i 48

From the archives — 3 Apxirir

&




3 papia "Muaoceppnnr Gamapanuu"

CeaTnii Jlyx He 3IBJATHCA B Nepie Npu
ChOroAHilIMOMY CBSITI. MoxkeMo iioro 106a-
yaTu HaBiTh i B CTapomy 3aBiTi. Y nepumiii
KkHHu3i ByTTs Tak ynTaemo: “Y novartky cot-
BopuB bor He0o i 3emut1o. 3emust Oyaa mycra i
nopozkHa i Jlyx I'ocnmoaniii mmmpsiB Hajg Boja-
Mu.” OunBUAHO 1e Toi cammii Jlyx mo Hajg
HOopAaHCHbKUMU BOAAMM Oy IIMPSITU Yy BUI
roy06a Koau 1o XpUCTOC XPeCTUThCHA
Bin IBana.

IIpu Buxoai I3pains 3 €runry
BOTHEHMHIi CTOBII CYNIPOBO/sIaB
I3painbTaAH AKMA HEMOB XMa-
pa 3aKpuUBaB BH] Nepe
€renTsaHamMu. SIcHa pid mo  [R—— =\
BOTHEHTIi CTOBII Haraaye ¢
BOTHEHi 3MKHU 3 HUHIIIIHOT O
CBSITa, 2 XMapa MPUraaye HaM
0Ty XMapy 10 3aKkpuJia Xpucra
nepena anocrosaamu Ierpom, Axo-
BoM Ta IBanom nipu IlepeodpaxenHi.
Kosaum To xXMapa 3HMK/I1a, BOHU TO0AYHJIN Ca-
Moro Xpucrta. Bike 6iibiie He 0yJ10 MOTPiOHO
Moiicesi, 1K HalOiIbIIOr0 3aKoHoAaBIsI CTa-
poro 3agirty, He O0y;10 moTpioHO Li K Mpo-
PoOKa cTapo3aBiTHLOI0, 60 XpHCTOC € Haii-
0ibmmM 3akoHoaaBUeM i B HboMy CTIOBHUH-
HSl YCSIKOI'O MPOPOUTBA.

Jyx Cesaruii BinkpuBae Ham Xpucra 0ijib-
me i 6iabme. ITix Moro BimBom kpame po-
3yMi€MO CBO€ 3aBJaHHS, Mi/IHOCUMOCS HA BH-
muii madesb 10CKOHAJIOCTH.

Craruii Jlyx 3iiiioB Ha anocToJtiB y €pyca-
JIIMi, y Tii camiii cBiTaHMIi, Tak3B. I'opimHii
KkiMHaTi, y skiil BinOyaaca Taiina Beueps, iy
sikiii ['ocroap 3'sIBUBCS CBOIM Y4HSIM y caM
nenb Bockpecinus. Tam anmoctosm 3 Mapiero i
M000KHUMH KiHKaMHU BBeCh 4ac nepedyBajin
Ha MoJMTBi. Yekanu 4yoroch, mo Xpucroc
00insB. I cami He Oy meBHi Yoro. Ask ochb
3amymisio 3 He0a, HeMOB MOYB OyifHOT O BiT-
Py, i 3’siBHIIHCA IM NOAIINHI A3MKH, MOB BO-
rOHb, i 0ciB Ha Ko:kHOMY 3 HuUX. Toxai yci mo-

Yyaju rOBOPUTH Pi3HUMH MOBaMH, TaK 110
ix yci Morsm pozymitu. Kosm miguac 6yno-
BM BaBujioHCHKOI BeXki momimasnaucs si3UKH,
i omuH Apyroro He Mir 3po3ymirtu, i Mmycijiu
nepepBatu borosi ocopy:xHe aino, TyT npu
3icaanni CsarToro Jlyxa npuxoaurs 3po3y-
MiHHA MOB i 3aunHaeThes Aino borosi Broa-
He, HapoaxkyeThest CB. LlepkBa.

Yomy Cs. Jlyx 3ABJISIETHCA Y BH/Ii BOTHe-
HHX A3UKiB? Bropo3akonns 4, 24 Tak

BiJiMOBi/THE, 0OUMIIIAE Bijl
& x_;.,",-}'.\: ) r.piy.(iB, npocn';i.T.m[e ymH i
SRR sirpiBac ayuui i cepusd Jro-
00BI0.
CeaTnii lyx 3aBuBCcH Yy BUII
porueHux SI3UKIB Ha 3Hak, 1m0
anocToJIM MaloTh yiKe MPONoBiTyBa-
T XpucroBy /1oopy Hosuny. Ilepen Bo3ne-
cinuam [Nocnoab HaBYaB CBOIX anoCTOJIiB:
“Bu npuiiMeTe CUJIy 3 BUCOTH, II[0 HA BAC
3iiiae, i Oymere Mmoimu cBigkamu B €pycann-
Mi, y Beiif FOnei Ta Camipii i ax 10 kiHnis
3emuti. I Bonu 0yam cBinkamu. He Gosiuncs
Hiuvoro, Hecsiu BoHU CJiioBo boxke 10 Beix
3aKyTKax 3eMJIi, IPHHOCHJIN PAXicTh A5
3acMYYeHMX, M0aBaJIH A0TIOMOrY MOTPedy-
I0YHM.

CaATHII 1yX NPOCBITHB HEBYEHUX pHda-
KiB, i BOHM CTaJIM CJIABHMMH MPONOBiTHHU-
KaMmu i 6orocioBamu. Ilicast mepuoi mpo-
noBini y Epycamnmi 3,000 caryxauis ogep-
JKAJIM XpeleHHs.

Jyx Cesaruii i Hac mpocBiuye i Ham 1ae
HATXHIHHA 10 10o0pux aiu. Ilix oro nmposo-
JI0OM, MH OJIep’Ky€EMO CHIIY HA repoiichbKi
BUHMHKH.

Jyuie icTuHHU, MPUiiIN i Bcuancs B Hac i
O0YHMCTH HAC Bi/l yCAKOI CKBepHHU i cmacu
Bbaarmii {ymi nami! Amins!

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER! June 12, 2011

Dear s
(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

Greetings from the awesome and gorgeous
Catskill Mountains, on a very beautiful, late-
spring morning. The first scheduled event for
today (Tuesday June 7), our morning prayer,
was completed a few minutes ago. It is about
7:45am and I thought I’d at least begin your
letter in these few minutes between now, and
our oatmeal and scrambled eggs, which will
be served beginning at 8am. Actually, they
always offer us a lot more than that. Usually
it’s a real “Farmer’s Breakfast” buffet fea-
turing eggs, pancakes or French toast, all
kinds of cereal, yogurt, breads, coffee, juice,
etc., etc. Hey this is a Ukie place and nobody
ever leaves Baba’s house hungry. © So in few
minutes it’s off to breakfast and then the rest
of our day.

Most of the Fathers are here, but as always,
P’ve noticed a few of them didn’t make it.
Understandably, there are always individual
circumstances preventing several of them
from being able to attend. Topping that list,
of course, would be because of funerals and
illness, while others are away studying, still
working as teachers, or on a vacation some-
where. We are required to attend these gath-
erings, so if one cannot make it, he must be
excused by the Bishop. Of course Vladyka is
always gracious and understanding about
that. He knows that if you can’t make it, you
can’t make it. No problem.

I’ve also noticed several new faces among
us and I suspect they are deacons who have
been invited to attend this session. Normally,
these gatherings have only been for priests,
but I think from now on the Deacons will con-
tinue to be invited. And that is a VERY
GOOD THING! The deacons in our parishes

are right up there with the pyrohy ladies, and
the people who care for our churches and
property as real unsung heroes. They are
constantly serving in their quiet way and just
loving the church. My dream and prayer is
for our parish in Niagara Falls someday to be
blessed by the continuous service of a deacon.
Anyone? Anyone?

In addition to the main topic of our study
this week, Armenian theology and liturgy,
another part of the agenda of these “Spring
Clergy Days” is a celebration of those who
have special anniversaries of ordination this
year. On Wednesday we will gather for a Hi-
erarchical Liturgy and all those having a no-
table anniversary will be concelebrating with
Bishop Paul. For some reason it seems as if
there are more of these special days this year,
than previously. Here are the ones listed on
our agenda sheet: Bishop Losten (40 yrs as
Bishop), Fr. Mudry (60 yrs), Fr. Mosko (55
yrs), Fr. John Squiller (55 yrs), Fr. Woytya
OSBM (50 yrs), Fr. Gronski (40yrs), Fr. Ter-
lecky (35 yrs), Fr. Bundz (30 yrs), Fr. Vasile
Godenciuc (30 yrs), Fr. Weiner (20 yrs), Fr.
Hrynkiw (20 yrs), Fr. Danylo (15 yrs), Fr.
Markovitch (10yrs), Fr. Manolev (10 yrs),
Deacon Willis Homick (20 yrs), Deacon John
Hobczuk (10 yrs), Deacon Galvin (10 yrs),
Deacon John Wanat (5 yrs), Deacon Thomas
Gutch (5 yrs). ’m sure you have heard of
most of these priests and deacons, and hope-
fully you will even send a card to those you
know, or who might have touched your life.
We send our prayers, love and thanks to all
of these Jubilarians as we thank them for
their service and wish them “Many Years!”
It’s quite a crew, huh?!

OK, the above was all the writing I com-
pleted at Soyuzivka. We made it back home
safe and sound after a very interesting and
beneficial program. We ‘hit the road’ on
Wednesday afternoon and arrived home
around 10:30pm. The trip was pleasant and



uneventful, except for about a two-mile
stretch when we had to pass through a strong
thunderstorm that, in additon to the rain, was
dropping hail. It was nice to pull out of that
and into the western sunshine of a late after-
noon. No rainbows this time, however.

I don’t know if you know anythlng about
the Armenians and/or - /
their Liturgy, but I must
tell you I was fascinated
with the presentation of
Fr. Daniel Findikyan, a
professor at their semi-
nary in New Rochelle, CT. |
As he spoke, we, of the
Byzantine Tradition and
from our Ukrainian per-
spective, realized how
much we had in common
with Armenian Orthodox,
both in our history and li-
turgical life. Even though
the presenter was Ortho-
dox, we were truly to-
gether as brothers, and ,
quickly realized how close we truly are. F 1rst
of all the plight of the Armenians is very simi-
lar to Ukrainians in that it seemed as if there
was always somebody trampling the country.
If it wasn’t the Greeks, it was the Turks, or
Mongols, or somebody. So, like Ukrainians,
they are a suffering people, but a people full
of hope and strength. Their Liturgy has much
the same structure as ours, but is very, very
different when it is celebrated. There is too
much about them to write here, but I know I
for one, want to know more about Armenia,
especially the Liturgy, icons and sacraments.
It was very good to be there and hear about
our brothers and sisters of that church. They
aren’t in every city, but if you ever have a
chance to attend their Liturgy or some cul-
tural event, don’t hesitate to do so. I know I’ll
jump at the first opportunity to join them

first chance I get. It was another very good
conference and I was glad to be able to at-
tend.

These days after our conferences are
“catch up” days after being away like that,
and the weekend is here before you know it.
This Sunday we will be celebrating the
great feast of Pente-
cost. Hope you like
\ green because this is
our “wearin’ o’ the
green” Sunday when
we emphasize the new
life that we receive in
the “gift of the Holy
Spirit.”

We left the hot,
~ steamy weather down-
state, and now are en-
gl joying some very
pleasant days here.
The lawnmowers are
chugging away and

more and more flow-
| ers are appearing in
all the nelghborhoods It is really a beauti-
ful time of the year, I think. I hope you are
able to get out and enjoy the various activi-
ties and family events of this time.

I’m glad to be back to “Home Sweet
Home” and I’m going to close now and go
do some of my “catch up” stuff. I pray this
letter finds you well and of strong faith in
the Lord, Who has filled us with the Holy
Spirit. You are always in my thoughts and
prayers. God willing, I’ll write to you again
next week. “May the Holy Spirit come upon
you, and the power of the Most High over-
shadow you!” May the Most Holy Theoto-
kos protect you and keep you!

In His Love

Fr. Ray ﬁ Q7

St. Ephrem Icon (http://www.stnersess.edu)

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

During WWII, the Japanese took prisoner a
company of soldiers. For a long time the
prisoners lived in a state of hatred and
resentment toward each other
as well as their captors. They
lived like animals, stealing food
from one another, and letting
the sick and the starving die.
God had no part in their lives.
One day a Japanese officer lined
them all up and reported that a
shovel was missing. The guilty
man was asked to step forward
and identify himself and admit
his theft of the shovel. No one
stepped forward. Then the offi-
cer threatened to shoot all of
them if the guilty one did not
speak up. There was no response. So the offi-
cer prepared to start killing prisoners until
the guilty one spoke. Just then one man
stepped forward. The rest of the men were
dismissed and the prisoner was taken away
and tortured to death. A few days later it was
learned that one of the Japanese guards had
miscounted and that there was no missing
shovel. Then it was finally realized by the
other prisoners that the man had stepped
forward only to protect the others from harm
and had died to save their lives. This caused
the whole atmosphere in the prison camp to
change. Now they began to love and care for
each other. Their relationship with God
started to mean something to them. Many
turned to Christ and started reading the Bi-
ble. One of the prisoners was inspired be-
cause of this to enter the seminary after the
war. It all started when one man decided to
follow the example of Christ, to listen to the
urging of the Holy Spirit and sacrifice his life
to save his comrades. The words of Jesus
spring to mind, "Greater love has no man
than to give his life for his friends."

H e

We are not God - not any of us - but Pente-
cost serves to remind us that we are a part of
God, members of His Body - the Church.

When we follow Jesus and consecrate our life

to Him, as did the original
twelve disciples, something
wonderful happens. We begin to
feel the presence of God within
us through the impulse of the
Holy Spirit - which empowers
our faith and transforms us into
4 a people of God - a holy people
By of faith. The gifts of the Holy
" Spirit are truly numerous and
i great. St. Paul speaks of them
in his letter to the Galatians:
“But the fruit of the Spirit is
charity and joy, peace and pa-
tience, kindness and goodness,
faith, modesty, and continence” (Galatians 5:
22-23). St. John Chrysostom in his homily on
the feast of Pentecost wrote: ""The all gra-
cious God today bestowed upon us gifts, too
great to be adequately expressed in words.
Therefore, let us all rejoice together, and
while rejoicing, let us praise our God. For I
ask, what was given to us for our salvation
that was not given to us by the Holy Spirit?
The Holy Spirit freed us from slavery,
adopted and called us to the freedom of the
children of God. From this fountain flows
prophecies, the grace of healing, and all the
other gifts and fruits with which the Church
is able to adorn itself." My brothers and sis-
ters, through the Holy Spirit, we are able to
call God, Father; we are able to become par-
takers of the grace of Jesus Christ, to be
called the sons and daughters of light, and to
share in His everlasting glory. As children of
light, we have found the true light, and we
worship the undivided Trinity for having
saved us.
...Holy Spirit, working its grace through the

soul is what changes our lives for the better.
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