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UNDER THE  
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MOTHER OF GOD 
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CHURCH BULLETIN 
September 10 – 2023 – 10 вересня 

 

ÖÅÐÊÎÂÍÈÉ Â²ÑÍÈÊ 
================================================================================= 

 

Молитва за Прославу Патріярха Йосифа 
Прийми Господи, молитви наші за Св. 

Пам. Патріярха Йосифа, якого Ти нам у 
своїй доброті був післав. Поможи нам, 
Господи, працювати для збереження нашої 
рідної церкви, для якої все життя невтомно 
трудився Патріярх Йосиф, та якої права так 
відважно і віддано обороняв. 

 
„Як Глава і Батько нашої Церкви старався 

я навчати і упоминати. Нераз як батько за-
кликав я до єдности благальними словами і 
як глава нашої Церкви напоумлював рішу-
чим твердим словом, коли треба було збуди-
ти приспане сумління і вказати на пастир-
ську відповідальність за духовне стадо пе-
ред Богом і церквою. Бо ж єпископат пови-
нен бути зразком однозгідности у правлінні 
Церкви і прикладом єдности у всіх ділянках 
церковного і народнього життя. Всі мої пере-
живання з того приводу вам відомі. Воне не 
були легші, як у в’язницях і на засланнях. І 
переживав я їх так само болюче, як пережи-
вав передше в’язничні тортури. Та сьогодні 
я дякую Всевишньому за те, що мене били в 
тюрмах і били на волі. Дякую Йому за те, що 
мене били, а не величали раби.” (Заповіт) 
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St. Sophia in Rome during the Synod of our Church – Св. Софія в Римі підчас Синоду нашої Церкви  
 

Патріярх Йосиф Сліпий – Patriarch Josyf Slipyj 
 



CHURCH BULLETIN 
September 10 – 2023 – 10 вересня 

ÖÅÐÊÎÂÍÈÉ Â²ÑÍÈÊ 
LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

 

4:30 PM +Jerry & Lorraine 
Szczublewski (Susan & John Paul) 
   

Sept. 10: 15 S. aft. Pent. – 15 H. пo З. Св. Д. 
10:00 AM +Patriarch Josyf Slipyj – (in Ukrainian) 

Praying for beatification of Servants of God 
Patriarch Josyf & Metropolitan Andrey 

 

Monday, September 11 вересня, понеділок 
9:00 АM Remembering 9/11 & war in Ukraine 
 

Tuesday, September 12 вересня, вівторок 
9:00 АM +Eva Kowtalo 

(Dranka Family) 
 

Wednesday, September 13 вересня, середа 
10:00 АM +Olya Czmola – 40 day & Panachyda 

+Оля Чмола – 40 день і панахида 
 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross – Воздвиження 
Thursday, September 14 вересня, четвер 
9:30 АM +Paul & Helen Nowadly (Elaine) 
 

Friday, September 15 вересня, п’ятниця 
9:0 АM За Боже благословення Софії, Катерини, 

Ірини, Дмитра Пронь (Батьки) 
 

Saturday, September 16 вересня, субота 
10:00 АM For Parishioners - За парохіян 
4:30 PM +Michael Deneka 

Kathy Deneka & Family) 
   

Sept. 17: 16 S. aft. Pent. – 16 H. пo З. Св. Д. 
10:00 AM +Roman Turyk – (in Ukrainian) 
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St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church 
 

Церква Святого Миколая 
(Під Опікою П.Д.М.) 

 

ПОРЯДОК СВ. ЛІТУРГІЙ 
 

 

10 вересня: 14 н. по З.Св.Духа 
10:00 р. +Патріярх Йосиф Сліпий 
Молимося за прославу Слуги Божого Патріярха 

Йосифа Сліпого і Митрополита Андрея 
Шептицького та інших слуг і слугинь Божих 

 

17 вересня: 15 н. по З.Св.Духа 
10:00 р. Роман Турик (родина) 
 

Eternal Light burns for the Intention of 
Mary, Kami and Carl (Elaine Nowadly) 

 

Вічне світло в честь П. Д. Марії  
горить за Мир в Україні 
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Proud to Support 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 
Buszka Funeral Home 
Director Peter D. Stachowski 

 

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo  New York  14206 
 

(716) 825-7777    www.buszkafuneralhome.com 
Another location at:  

2085 Union Rd., West Seneca  one block North of Clinton. 
 

New spacious location fresh and modern facility. 
Onsite Chapel separate from large viewing rooms. 
Lower level has a new café plus reception hall for 

family use. 
 

================================================================= 

Сердечна подяка усім спонзорам! 
================================================================= 
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Thanks are extended to all Sponsors! 
================================================================= 
 

806 Clinton St.         2400 William St. 
Buffalo, 14210     Cheektowaga, 14206 

http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/
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Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with 
lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on 

your savings, and save time with 
our convenient online services! 

 

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES 
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE 

CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS | 
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | 

MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE 
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES | 

|NOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS| 
 

ПЕРСОНАЛЬНІ ТА БІЗНЕСОВІ ФІНАНСОВІ ПОСЛУГИ 
ОЩАДНІ ТА ЧЕКОВІ РАХУНКИ | СЕРТИФІКАТИ | M.M | 

ПЕНСІЙНІ РАХУНКИ | ПОЗИКИ | КРЕДИТИ НА  
НЕРУХОМІСТЬ | ПЛАТІЖНІ КАРТКИ VISA | MONEYGRAM | 

ГРОШОВІ ПЕРЕКАЗИ | ЕЛЕКТРОННІ ПОСЛУГИ 
|ПОСЛУГИ НОТАРІУСА| ПЕРЕКЛАДИ|СТИПЕНДІЇ| 

 

Buffalo Branch 
Ukrainian Home Dnipro 

562 Genesee Street 
Buffalo NY 14204 
(716) 847-6655 

www.ukrainianfcu.org 

Amherst Branch 
Ellicott Creek Plaza 

2882 Niagara Falls Blvd 
Amherst NY 14228 

(716) 799-8385 
www.ukrainianfcu.org 

Business Hours 
Closed Wednesdays, 

Зачинені по середах 
Mon., Tuesday, Thursday 

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | 
Пон., вівторок, четвер 

Friday / П'ятниця 
| 9:30 am - 6 pm | 
Saturday / Субота 

| 9 am - 1 pm | 

Business Hours 
Closed Mondays, 

Зачинені по понеділках 
Tuesday - Thursday 
| 9:30 am - 5 pm | 

З вівторка по четвер 
Friday / П'ятниця 
| 9:30 am - 6 pm | 
Saturday / Субота 

| 9 am - 1 pm | 
 

Membership subject to eligibility.  
Federally insured by NCUA. 

 
=========================                                 ======================= 

 

DNIPRO               ДНІПРО 
 

Ukrainian Cultural Center 
 

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204    856-4476 
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 

facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter 
 
 

Lounge is OPEN every Friday 5-9 pm.  
Підтримайте Ваш Народний Дім 

The Niagara Frontier Council League of Ukrainian 
Catholics cordially invites members of the Buffalo 
area Ukrainian community to its 90th Anniversary 
and 81st Annual Convention Celebration Weekend 
September 22-24, 2023. Ticket prices for individual 
events are listed below. The deadline to purchase 
tickets is September 7, 2023. No tickets will be sold 
on the day of the event.  

Tickets can be purchased from:           
Nadia Marc 839-3016,       Ann Serediuk 316-1051,  
Maria LaPaglia 826-0281, Elaine Nowadly 825-8169 

The Convention Hotel is the Country Inn and 
Suites, West Seneca, NY. The Friday, Welcome 
Party and Anniversary Banquet will be held at J’s 
White Elephant, at 1404 Abbott Rd., Lackawanna, 
NY. The Sunday lunch will be in the Church Hall 
after the Sunday Liturgy at St. Nicholas. 

We are pleased to have John Burger author of “At 
the Foot of the Cross: Lessons from Ukraine” as 
our featured Banquet speaker.  
 

Convention Schedule: 
 

Friday: 
Registration – Hotel 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM $25.00 
OLPH, Lackawanna – MOLEBEN   - 6:00 PM 
Welcome Party 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM $40.00 
 

Saturday: 
Breakfast 7:30 - 9:30 AM at hotel 
Tour St. Casimir RC Ch 9:30 - 11:30 AM at church 
Lunch 12:00 - 1:30 PM  
WORKSHOP 2:00 – 3:00 PM St. Nicholas  
Anniversary Banquet 6:30PM - 11:00PM $50.00 
 

Sunday: 
Pontifical Liturgy 10:00 AM St. Nicholas 
Lunch 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM $20.00 
 

à  Final Deadline for tickets is September 7, 2023 
 
For ticket information contact:   
 Nadia Marc  716-839-3016  
 Ann Serediuk  716-316-1051 
 Maria LaPaglia  716-826-0281  
 Elaine Nowadly  716-825-8169 
 

 

Join us as we celebrate the  
90th Anniversary of the  

League of Ukrainian Catholics 
~ Let Us Care ~ 
September 22-24, 2023  

at Country Inn & Suites, West Seneca, N.Y. 
https://leagueofukrainiancatholics.org/ 

 

See schedule on the left 
If you would like to become a member of 
the League of Ukrainian Catholics, in this 
90th year of its founding, please talk to our 
pastor, who is the Spiritual Director of the 
League, or Elaine Nowadly, the President 
of Niagara Frontier Council of the L.U.C. 

  

Конвенція Ліґи Українців Католиків 
Відбудеться 22-24 вересня, 2023 

З участю владики Павла 
Просимо по змозі долучитися. 

 

ß Програма у бюлетені 
 

Якщо бажали би стати членами Ліґи, у це 
90-ліття її існування, просимо 

зголоситися до пароха, який є Духовним 
Провідником, або до Елейн Новадлей, 
яка є Головою місцевого Відділу Л.У.К. 

 

Blessed Virgin Mary, and Mother of our Savior, 
bring peace in our troubled harts. Teach us how 
to pray well. Point to us the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. Remind us always to:        (LUC) 
Love others, Understand others, Care for them. 

 
Пречиста Діво Маріє, Мати Христова, покрий 
нас своїм Покровом. Приниси спокій у неспо-
кійні серця. Навчи нас як молитися. Вкажи 
нам на Дорогу, на Правду, і на Життя. Вкажи 
нам на правдиву любов:                (ЛУК) 

Як Любити Усiх Конкретно. 
 

The Best Times to Reach Me 
Call me any time! 

I look forward to  
hearing from you. 

 



Special Appeal 
 

In Memory Of  Ulana Loza 
Michael & Orysia Dail - $100.00 

 

In Memory Of  Olha Czmola 
Christine & Adrian Ciolko - $100.00 

Ihor Gill - $50.00 
 

Donation to Ukraine 
 

McHugh Painting Co.- $500.00 
 

The Office of Religious Education and Cateche-
sis will hold a catechetical seminar on Saturday, 
October 7, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at St. 
Nicholas UCC in Buffalo, New York. Invited to 
participate are all current and former catechists 
as well as Deacons in the parish. Please attend! 

 
НАВЧАННЯ РЕЛІГІЇ: 

Our Religious Education program for the 2023-
2024 school year will begin on November 18th. 
Listed below are the dates for Religion classes for 
the year. Mark them on your calendar. Classes are 
from 10:30AM- 1:30PM on following Saturdays: 
 

November 18, 2023,     December 2, 2023 
January 13, 2024,         February 17, 2024 

March 23, 2024,     April 27, 2024,     May 18, 2024 
 

Solemn Communion, Sunday, May 19, 2024 
 

Торжественне Св. Причастя – 19 травня, 2024 
 

On October 8, 2023, a Liturgy for Peace in 
Ukraine - Fatima Shrine at 1:30 PM.  
 

Свята Літургія за Мир в Україні у Фатім-
ському Соборі - 8 жовтня, 2023 р. о 1:30  

 

Двофунтовий слоїк меду - $10.00 дол. 
 

We have honey. 2 lbs - $10.00. 
 

Свічки тепер  - $5.00 дол. 
 

Candles are now - $5.00 each. 

Birthday wishes to the following parishioners 
who celebrate a birthday in September 

 

Olha Bula   1 
Volodymyr Harasymchuk   2 

Eric Michael Dail 10 
Anna Hanicki 10 
Stefan Korol 11 

Billy Serediuk 13 
Anna Teluk 14 

Mary Hanusczak 14 
Roman Konowka 18 

David Marchal 22 
Christine Moroz 25 

Christine Marchal 25 
Sophia Rajca 30 

 

And our children 
 

Bentley James Repeta   1 
Marija Helen Procyk   2 

Adrian Mazepa   7 
Andrew Yevheniy Shcherbakov 13 

William Daniel Lepkyj 18 
Kalyna Mazepa 21 

Ivan David Harasymchuk 27 
 

Many Happy Years! 
На Многая і Благая Літа! 

 

 

  
Catechetical Sunday will be next Sunday, Septem-
ber 17. Liturgy at 10 AM. Please attend! 
 

Катехитична Неділя буде на другу неділю, 17 ве-
ресня. Просимо усіх катехиток прийти на 10 год. 

  
Ø CHURCH KITCHEN is now CLOSED 

Check with us later. 
Ø Thank you for your help and patronage! 
Ø Thanks are extended to all volunteers! 

 

Ø Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after 
Liturgy in Church Hall. 

 

See you there! 
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!! 

 

 
============================================================================= 
 

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: 
 

Please help us 
raise money for 
our Church by 
purchasing Top’s 
Gift Cards from 
us. If you buy in Tops anyway, why not help. You 
do not lose or gain anything by doing this, but our 
Church will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of 
your spending. To take advantage of this program, 
call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless! 

Please note: You can purchase gasoline with 
this card at Tops Gasoline Station. 

 
================================================================= 
 

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation  
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations. 

Renovate     Humanitarian 
Dnipro            Aid to Ukraine   

 
 

UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 

facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 
(716) 847-1281 

Організація Оборони Чотирьох Свобід України 
ODFFU – Buffalo, NY – Branch # 22 

Emil Bandriwsky, President 
 

================================================================= 

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly. 
Deadline for information is Friday Evening. 

ÖÅÐÊ. Â²ÑÍÈÊ видається тижнево. 
Інформації подавати до четверга вечора. 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS 
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ ÖÅÐÊÂÀ 

ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß 
(Ï²Ä ÎÏ²ÊÎÞ ÏÐÅ×ÈÑÒÎ¯ 

Ä²ÂÈ ÌÀÐ²¯ ÎÄ²Ã²ÒÐ²¯) 
 

 Par. E-Mail:  - stnbuffalo@gmail.com 
  Web  Page:  - http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
  Dioc. Web:  - http://www.stamforddio.org  
 

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206 
Rectory: (716) 852-7566 

Fax: 855-1319  
Kitchen: 852-1908 

à In Emergency call: (716) 830-3920 
Fr. Robert Moreno: (716) 462-7085 

 

 

 Confession: Before Liturgies 
 Сповідь:  Перед Св. Літургіями 
 Baptism:  By appointment 
 Хрещення:  За домовленням 
 Marriage:  Contact 6 months in advance 
 Вінчання:  Голоситися 6 місяців скорше  

 

Religion classes – Релігійна Програма 
See bulletin for scheduled dates. 

 

Ministry to the sick – Опіка над хворима 
Family members should call the Rectory 
Родина повинна повідомити священика 

 

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME 
В разі потреби завжди можна закликати 

 

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor 
 
 

Please call if you are hospitalized, 
homebound and need a priest. 
Ïðîñèìî çàêëèêàòè ÿêùî âè ó 

ë³÷íèö³, àáo ïðèêîâàíi äî ëiæêà!  

http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@gmail.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/


  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Пані Оля Чмола 

Olha “Olya” Czmola – Eulogy – Пані Оля Чмола 
How do I put into words a lifetime of memories that I 

have with Mama?  I will simply write what comes to mind 
hoping everyone gets a good feel for her life, her dreams 
and her strong will.   

Mama was born in Lviv, 
Ukraine on August 31st, 
1928.  After surviving WWII in 
Ukraine, she ended up in the 
American-occupied zone of 
Germany where she met her 
husband-to-be, my Tato Ihor 
Czmola.  After a long journey 
by boat, she arrived in 
America in 1950.  These were 
scary times - in a new country 
with no knowledge of the 
language.  Later that year, 
Ihor came to America and they were wed in October 
1950.  The family grew with the birth of Bohdan in 1951 
and Olena in 1955.  They struggled to make good lives for 
their family by working hard, having strong faith and 
always, a positive outlook. 

Our summers were filled 
with vacations touring 
America.  My Tato loved to 
camp and had a passion for 
National Parks.  We headed 
out on long journeys in our 
Ford Falcon, loaded with 
camping gear in the trunk 
and overhead carrier.  The 
Coleman propane stove 
always made the trip and 
was used to heat up many 
cans of Dinty Moore Beef 
Stew and Campbell’s 
Chicken Noodle Soup. Restaurants were not on the 
agenda and the occasional stop for ice cream was a 
treat.  We drove through all of America during those hot 
summer months in a car with no air conditioning and we 
rarely stayed in one place for more than one night.  Tato 
had the itinerary planned well in advance.  Every morning 
he reviewed it and Mama listened to his plan for that day’s 
trip.  He drove while Mama sat with a map giving him 
directions.  Keep in mind that there was no GPS to help 
us in our travels.   Mama was our navigation system. 
Amazingly, I don’t remember ever getting lost.  These 
vacations were often spent with the Dziuba and 
Horbachevsky families, following each other’s cars. 

Tato passed away suddenly in 1997.  Having lived 
through the horrors of WWII in Ukraine and the loss of her 
husband relatively early, Mama’s life was not always easy 
but she was a strong woman who never complained, was 

always of good thought and 
kind to everyone. 

Mama was very proud of her 
Ukrainian heritage and sad-
dened by the recent situation 
in her beloved homeland. She 
prayed daily for the war to 
end.  Mama dedicated her life 
to everything Ukrainian, most-
ly to “Plast”, our Ukrainian 
Scouting Organization, and to 
the hundreds of children she 
taught at St. Nicholas Ukr. 
Cath. School from 1962 to 

1988 as their kindergarten teacher.  Her love for music 
was expressed by the numerous concerts she organiz-
ed.  Children sang along with her piano accompaniment 
and recited the Ukrainian poems she taught them.  For 

many years, Mama played a 
huge role in Buffalo’s Uk-
rainian Saturday School 
and belonged to numerous 
Ukrainian organizations. 
She leaves behind a myriad 
of her priceless Ukrainian 
embroideries.  Her biggest 
pride was the book she 
published titled “Beauty of 
Ukrainian Embroidery” 
which contained over 200 
photos of my Tato’s embroi-
dery.  She was also very 
proud of donating over 15 

gallons of blood through the American Red Cross Blood 
Services Region in Buffalo. 

Mama’s troubles began seven years ago following two 
hip surgeries.  She was no longer in pain, but one leg was 
now shorter than the other and she needed a walker to get 
around.  She gifted her old Ford Focus to her grandson 
Nicholas, realizing she would never drive again.  And then 
came dementia.  It was sad to see how it slowly took over 
her memory.  As it progressed, she remembered every 
word to long poems and songs from her childhood but 
could not remember if she had eaten breakfast.   She 
struggled to remember people who meant so much to her 
and the passing of time confused her.  Every time my 



husband Jim came to visit, 
which was often, she told me 
how happy she was because 
he hadn’t been to her home in 
20 years.   

Music was her life.  Mama’s 
happiest times were when 
friends came over.  She sat 
behind the piano playing her 
favorite Ukrainian songs and 
everyone sang.  I thank my 
Teta Irka and Mama’s godson, 
Roman Konowka, for recently coaxing her to play some 
songs for them on the piano.  She always told me how 

much it meant to her 
that someone want-
ed to listen to her 
fingers making mu-
sic, which now were 
struggling to find 
the correct notes.     

As the years went 
on, Mama had dif-
ficulty walking, and 
her dementia was 
getting worse. Ma-
ma spent hours sitt-
ing on her recliner 
watching the diffe-

rent birds that flocked to her bird feeder.  Every time I 
came to her home, the first thing she asked of me was to 
fill up the bird feeder with seeds because the birds were 

hungry.  She never 
worried about what 
or when she would 
eat, but making sure 
the birds were fed 
was a huge priority. 

She also got so 
much joy from the 

gift of a red anthurium plant from Father Marijan Procyk 
and his daughter, Nadia.  Because it meant so much to 
her, this plant is here next to her coffin.  There came a 
time when Mama started telling me that the plant dances 
and that she loves watching it dance.  I could not 
understand this until one day I saw it for myself.  The plant 
was “dancing, its movement forced by the air coming out 
of the heat register.  I let her believe this was true.  Such 
a small gesture by two wonderful people brought her so 
much happiness for so many years. 

Mama’s favorite place on 
earth was Novyi Sokil, our 
Ukrainian Plast Scouting 
Camp in North Collins, 
NY.  She spent years there as 
children camped every sum-
mer.  She taught them songs 
and how to embroider, she 
taught them about our Uk-
rainian traditions, and how to 
be kind to one another.  She 
loved the annual potato bake 
held there in September, 
where she made sure every-
one sang.      

We had a system.  When 
she woke up in the morning and was already downstairs, 
she called and gave me one ring.  That way I knew she was 
up and her day had begun.  In the evening when she was 
already in bed, she gave me a ring so I knew she was 
safely tucked away.  I would ring her back to let her know 
I was wishing her a good night’s sleep.  I already miss my 
morning and evening rings from her.   

Sunday was her favorite day of the 
week.  For years, we went to church 
every week.  Shortly before Covid hit 
Mama decided that going to church 
was too difficult. Luckily, Covid 
brought about the live streaming of 
our Sunday morning Mass.  We never 
missed a week and Mama was totally 
amazed that she could go to church in 
her kitchen!  During the last five 
weeks of her life, we listened to Mass 
in the hospital and then in the rehab 
center where she took her last 
breath.  The Sunday before she 
passed, Mama was still able to sing 
along with me and cross herself. 
Somehow, I knew this would be our 
last Mass together. 

Her friends Pani Hreschyshyn and Pani Saldyt were 
dear to her.  They got together every Wednesday to pray 
the Rosary at noon, taking turns at each other’s 
homes.  As they got older and travelling became difficult, 
they continued the tradition separately from their 
individual homes, always at noon on Wednesdays. 
Though her two friends passed away in recent years, 
Mama still prayed the rosary every Wednesday, doing so 
a week before her passing.     

There were three signs that 
Mama’s health was fail-
ing.  The first was the tree that 
stood proudly behind the 
monument at our family’s plot 
at St. Matthew’s cemetery for 
nearly 50 years.  Spring came 
and I noticed that all the other 
trees in the cemetery were 
coming to full bloom but not 
this one.  The tree died and 
was removed. At that point, I 
didn’t think much about the 
“sign”.  The second was the 
plant that my cousin Oleh and 
his wife Anne gave Mama 

when my Tato passed away in 1997.  It sat in the living 
room behind her recliner and, over the years, grew to 
nearly four feet tall.  I started noticing that the leaves were 
constantly falling off and the bark was turning 
yellow.  Even though it was no longer healthy, I let it stay 
there because she loved it so much.  All the leaves fell off 

when she went into the hospital five 
weeks ago.  I then asked myself if this, 
along with the cemetery tree, were 
signs.  The third sign came the day after 
she went to the hospital.  My brother was 
staying at her house and called me in the 
morning to say we have a problem. The 
huge mulberry tree Tato planted over 50 
years ago had cracked in half and fallen 
in the backyard.  I now know that these 
three were signs sent to us from Heaven. 

The outpouring of texts and messages 
I received over the past few days has 
been overwhelming.  To me, she was my 
Mama.  Until now, I did not realize what a 
huge impact she had on so many 
people.  There are too many to mention, 
but I’d like to share three of the 

messages. First is a message from Bohdan Shutka who 
now lives in Vienna, Austria.  He wrote:  “Your mother 
was a mentor for life and an amazing teacher.  I remember 
spending hours talking to her.  Now when Ukraine is 
again being attacked, her stories serve as an inspiration 
not to give up and to continue the fight.”   Alya Tkaczuk 
from Colorado wrote:  “Pani Czmola was an amazing 
woman - soft spoken, sweet, yet strong and, at times, 
fierce in her beliefs.  Her love for Ukraine, its history, pure 
language, folk songs, textiles, embroidery and culture, 

resonated in everything she 
created and taught others.  Pani 
Olya has left a legacy for those 
who were fortunate to have 
known her and study under her 
tutelage.”  The third was from 
Danylo Butenko from Chicago, 
and head of Novyi Sokil’s OTK 
board. He wrote:  “Your Mama’s 
presence is always felt at Sokil 
and it always will be.  I will 
always remember her calming 

nature.  Her smile would brighten anyone’s day.” 
Our family thanks everyone that came to visit her 

regularly.  You 
know who you 
are!  This bright-
ened up her long 
days and she was 
so grateful. I 
know Mama is 
now at peace in 
Heaven, playing 
on a piano and 
singing.  She will 
be sorely missed 
by me and all 
those that knew 
and loved her.  I 
will always remember her kind and loving ways and hope 
I can be a fraction of the woman she was. 

Mama’s suffering ended at age 94.  She passed away on 
August 4th, 2023 at the Garden Gate Nursing Facility.  She 
always told us she would live to be 100, but in recent times 
she had stopped saying this.  Maybe she knew the end 
was near.  She often told me what a great life she had and 
that she was not afraid of dying.  Mama thanked me every 
day for all I did for her.  She worried frantically if I was late 
by a few minutes, saying she didn’t know what she would 
do without me.  I begged her not to worry, telling her I 
would always be there for her.   

Mama was predeceased by her parents, Sofron and 
Eugenia Ferencevych, her siblings George and Roman 
Ferencevych and Ivanna Gorchynsky, and by her half-
sisters Nadia Huber, Myroslawa Dragan and Maria 
Lohaza.  Olha is survived by her children Bohdan (Lisa) 
and Olena (James) May, her grandchildren Andrew, 
Nicholas and Natalie (Mark) Rogers, her sister-in-law Iryna 
Czmola, and many, many, nieces and nephews. 

Olena Czmola-May, Olya’s daughter – (August 9, 2023) 


