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VEPATHGEKA KATOAHILEKA
=INEPKBA GEBATOIO MHKOAAHA

Hapom:xenns [IpecssaToi boropoaumi

Hama IlepkBa B YT1peni cBara Hapomken-
He boxxoi Martepi cniBae orak: "Mapie, npe-
gyucta boropomuine, uncra /liBo, cnmacu Big
BCAKHX 0iJ CBO€E CTa10, 00 MU NPOCIABISIN
i Besimuyasu tede, Hajli€e BCix XpucTusia'.

Cxigniil JiTypriiHui pik NOYMHAETHCHA Y
BepecHi, i Tomy LlepkBa ycTanoBH1a 1e CBAI-
TO HA BepeceHb, 00 migkpecanTH, mo Ma-
pist ne noyaroxk Hosoro 3asiry, 60 BoHa mo-
poawmia Xpucra, ocHoBHuka HoBoro 3asiry.
Ile ayse AaBHE cBSATO, 60 B:ke cB. Moan 3o-
Jgoroycruii (1407) 3raaye npo Hporo. Y VII
CTOJITTI M0 XPHUCTi BOHO 0YJ10 BiKe MOLIMpe-
He K y Cxianiii, Tak i B 3axinnii Llepksi.

Hapopn:xennst nogano Mapiro 3emJi, a Yec-
niHHs HeOy. Sk aHreu CBATKYBAJH I NOsA-
BY B He0i, TAK MM IIOBMHHI BeJIMYATH ii NpH-
XiJ1 Ha 3eMJ110, 00 BOHA "'paHHA 3ipHULA, sIKa
3BicTHJIA HAM MOsIBY XPHCTA i JiiicHO mojaa-
. Jia Horo JiroacTBy y aHi Pisasa Xpucrosoro.
Vedilansies Fei A €N S b Hama IlepkBa cmiBae: "Boropoanne JliBo,

TBO€ HAPOIKCHHHA 3BECCJINJI0 BCHO BCEJICH-

PRAY FOR UKRAINE Hy'" (Tponap napoosrcenns boxcoi Mamepi).

VIDAdIX OI0OHDAh BHHIXUII'£Od
SSOUD AHL A0 NOILVLTIVXH dHL

Kinjuad yyg|-pi “6ai AIAT ‘Yyakqoyoug ul ssoa9 KjoH ay} Jo uoijeljexsg ayj Jo Yyainyo ay} woi4




GHURGH BULL(‘;TIN
Septem. 21 — -21 BepecHﬂ

uePKOBHHH RIGHUEK M

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
4:30 PM  +lhor Zankiw (40t day)

SO Saint Nicholas Church

HepxBa CB. MukoJias
(ITixg Omikoro I1./1.M.)

HOP’HI[OK CB.JITYPI'1IA

Septem. 21 S. aft. Exaltation — H. no Bo3gs.

HAPOMXEHHSA MPECBATOI BOroPOOuL
21 Bepecxs: Hepina nepea Bo3aBux.

12:00 AM. For Parishioners — 3a NapoxisH
Monday, September 22 BepecHs, lMoHeainok
8:15AM +[mutpo InbkiBcbkum (0. B.)
Tuesday, September 23 BepecHs, BiBTopok
8:15AM +®paHa bogHapcbka (P. [paHka)
Wednesday, September 24 BepecHs, Cepeaa
8:15 AM +fpocnaga lMetpiBcbka (AHHa Teniok)
Thu., September 25 BepecHs, YetBep
8:15AM +IBaHka Jlonkesuy (T.1.)

Friday, September 26 BepecHs, [T’'aTHuus
8:00 AM +BorgaH MawkoBcbKMiA (A. I'. [skyH)

Saturday, September 27 BepecHs, CyboTa
10:00 AM See Julian
4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

10:00 p. +ITro6omup (M. i J1. Ctactok)

27 BepecHsa: BO3ABWXEHHA Y. XPECTA

10:00 p. +CnaBko CaBka (poauHa)

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawryluk
79 Southridge Dr
West Seneca NY 14224

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Em broidery

photos on facebook.com jahawryluk@gmail.com

N PROFFESSIONAL COLLISION SERVISES

Nick Hurmak
QWNIR
(716) 316-2540

Alexander Arutunian
MANAGLR

(716) 578-8185

12 DLLAWARE STREET

TONAWANDA, NY, 4150

FAX: (716) 2601254
www.redstarautomotive.com

28 BepecHsi: Hepginsi no Bo3aBuxeHHi

Septem. 28 16 S. aft. Pent.— 16 H. no 3.C.[1.

12:00 AM. +Oleksa Kurlak
(wife, children & grandchildren)

Biune Csitno B yectb I1.4.M.
roputb 3a MUP B YkpaiHi.

Light in honor of Theotokos
burns fo Peace in Ukraine.

The Eternal Light burns for
PEACE IN THE WORLD

Biyne Cgitno MNopuTb 3a

MUP Y CBITI

10:00 p. 3 Harogu 100-nitTa Ciyi
For living and deceased member of SICH
- on the occasion of 100t Anniversary

Mpuxin Ha cBIT Ti€ei, Wo mana 6yTn Boxoto
Marip'to, € 0co6NMBUM mKepenom pagocTu
ans i 6atbkie, Moakuma it AHHM, ANs Heba,
Ans 3eMni i BCboro CTBOPiHHA. Lito AyxoBHY
pagicte 3 PizgBa boropoauui nigkpecnto-
HTb pi3Hi cBaTi OTui. CBaTun AHgpin Kput-
CbKMWA y CBOIN NpONOBIAi Ha LeW NpasHuK
Benunyae lpeceaty boromatip Ak Ty, Yyepes
SIKYy CNOBHMIICA BCi NpopoLTBa i npoobdpasu
Craporo 3asity. | rigHo 3BenUYMBLIK i HaK-
Kpawmmu noxBanbHUMMN TUTYNamu, BiH B3u-
Ba€ [0 y4acTu B papgocTi Hebo, 3emnto, Mope
i BCAIKE CTBOPIHHA Ta 3aKiH4ye cnosamu: "bo
CbOrofHi poaunacs OWTUHA, Big fAKOI cna-
ceHHa Xpuctoc bor i CnoBo, sikuii 6yB i npu-
XoAaumn nepedyBae Ha Biku". A cBATUN NoaH
[lamackuH y nponoBiAi LbOro AHA Kaxe:
"lleHb HapoaxeHHs Boropoauui € gHeM Bce-
CBiTHbOI pagoctn, 60 4epe3 Boropoauuto
yBeCb NIOACLKUA pif OOHOBUBCA i CMYTOK
npamarepi €81 nepemMiHUBCA y pagicTb".

PHONE 893-1025

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTouka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors o
LY,

3
o,
?ietszak o

FUNERAL HOME

Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowagea

CepaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UkraINIAN M. YicPAiHCDKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OEAEPANIBHA KPEAUTHA CNITKA

562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 - Toll free 877-968-7828

www.rufcu.org

Monday & Tuesday 9:30 am - 4 pm | Wednesday
9:30 am - 2pm | Thursday 9:30 am - 6 pm|
Friday 9:30 am — 7 pm | Saturday 9:00 — 1 pm|

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save

money with lower rates on loans, make money

with higher interest on your savings, and save
time with our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS
FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE CERTI-
FICATES | MONEY MARKET | LOANS | MORTGAGES
[VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | MONEYGRAM |
INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE TRANSFERS
| ONLINE SERVICES | NOTARY PUBLIC |

NMEPCOHAIbHI TA BI3HECOBI
®IHAHCOBI MOCIYIU
OLLAAHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKW | CEPTUDIKATH |
MM | NO3WUKK | KPEAUTU HA HEPYXOMICTD |
NAATDKHI KAPTKU VISA | MONEYGRAM |
FPOLLIOBI MEPEKA3U | ENEKTPOHHI MOCNYTU |
NOCNYrn HOTAPIYCA|

Membership subject to eligibility.
Federally insured by NCUA.

" For All of Your O

eurodelisausage.com

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

orld Favorite Products, Ju
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.
Many Varieties of: :
Bologna » Salami # Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese ¢ Garlic Sausage * Smoked Fish
European Beer # Kefir/Butter + Condiments * Pierogi {Homemade) - Many Vrietics
Smoked Sausages » Bacon (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Potish Hams ¢ Caviar  Kvas Drink « Cheese * European Chocolates ¢ Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd,, == et 2321 Millersport Hwy,

Cheektowaga, NY (i Aimport Plaza) e S 110} Amherst (Getzoile Plazo)
630030 s QU ™ gge 1495

Are you listening '""Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Yu Bu cayxaeTe Hally pajaio nmepegaqy
«Munocepauunii Camap'sstHUH»
Henins, 2 roa. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaevyHo ASIKYEMO 32 TOKEePTBH.

Cell Phones - Moo6ianHi Teaedhonu:

Please turn off or silence your cell
phone before entering the church.
Thank you!

% %%

IIpocumo BuiIyuyBaTH Bauli MoOiIbHI
Teaedonu miguac Cesaroi JliTyprii.

Please Remember
Our Church in Your Will!

* k%

IMam'saTaiimo npo Pinny LlepkBy Ta npo ii
Maii0yTHicTh y Hamomy 3aBimaHHi!

II{06 noBinatucs Oinbie ingopmanii
Npo 1e 10 Ji€Tbas B TPOMai,
IIpocumo BiaBinaTH BeO-CTOPIHKY.
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find
More information and events

Y Hepinto, 28-ro Bepechs, 2014.
ToBapucTBO YKpalHCLKO-
AmepukaHcbKka Ciy Bigmivye
100-Ty pi4yHUMLIIO CBOrO iCHYBaHHSA!

In our Ukrainian Community.

lOBinen BiabyBaeTbca B

pectopaHi Salvatore’s Italian
Gardens npu po3aopixKi By-.
Transit i Genesee.
Mpocumo nepeuntatu
iHchopmaLiii Mo aHrNiINCbKMN.
The Ukrainian American SITCH is
celebrating its 100t Anniversary next
Sunday, September 28, 2014 at Salvatore’s
Italian Gardens Restaurant corner of
Genesee St. & Transit Rd.
Cash Bar 4PM - 5PM,
Dinner/Program promptly at 5PM.

The Program will be bilingual.
Included in the entertainment are:

76th Annual Convention
League of Ukrainian Catholics

“We are called to be living icons”

October 11,12, 13 - 2014
Holiday Inn — Johnstown, PA
Sponsored by the
All Saints Chapter.

https:/lwww.facebook.com/LUCofAmerica

76 KonBeHuis Jlirn Katonukis
oyne Bia 11 go 13 XoBTHA U. p.

MpocuMmo 3iNTU Ha AONMHY Ha KaBy.
Takox KopoTko byaemo

Women’s Choir MRIYA and
award-winning bandurist fromToronto: roBOPUTU NPO KyXHHO.
BORYS OSTAPIENKO. Ak Focnopb no3BonuUTb

MOXIMBO PO3MiYHEMO 3HOBaA
3 KyXHEK Y MATHULIKO.
Mpocumo gonomortu

e~
—a T =N
We might start Friday kitchen
again. Consider continue to
volunteer. With your help
we can do it.

EVERYONE IS INVITED!

Cost per person: $40.00.

If you still want tickets today is last day.
NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR
Tickets are available from: Michael
Liskiewicz, Maria Malaniak, Elaine Nowadly,
Nadia Marc, Julia Blendonohy. For tickets
and ads make checks payable to:
Ukrainian American Sitch

Thank you for your support!



https://www.facebook.com/LUCofAmerica
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
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Soarlnq to New Helqhts'
Join other men at the Eparchial
Men’s Conference which will be held
at St. Basil Seminary in Stamford,
October 4, 2014, 8:30am to 4:30pm.
Make Plans Now!

3anpoLyemo ycix 4YonoBiKiB Ha AeHb

BiAHOBYW Ta AYXOBHUX PO3AYMiB, AKUN
BinOyneTbes 4 xoBTHA 2014! PeecTpyite-
cA npamo 3apas! Mpocumo 3ronowyBaTmcs
yepes Bawy napacdito abo 3a TenecoHom:

(203) 324 4578

hester, NY 14621
jon in Advance by
, 2014

tory at 852-7566
talk to Elaine

buffalo@yahoo.com

18 KoBTHs Bix 9 pano 10 4 no odizi, B
uepksi Ce. Hocadara B Pouectepi 6y-
JAe mporpaMa s KiHok <«JKinoumii
Jdenb MosuTBw». MU 3aBKIU rOBOpPHU-
Mo, mo a0 Cramdopay aanexko, mood
B3fITH y4acTh y pi3Hux nporpamax. Te-
nep He JaJieKo, i MM MOBUHHI MocTapa-
THCS cKopucTaTH 3 Tiel Haroau. He mo-
*anyemo. IIpocumo 3aKkJIUKATH HA Y.I
852-7566 a060 norosopuru 3 EJieiin.

Sunday Coffee Hours: If anyone would like to
volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Emily, Mary (B) or Anna.

e KITCHEN is closed during the summer
Thank you for your patronage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Please join us!

e Ukrainian Day — August 24, 2014.
¢ Bible Meeting — Summer Vacation.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHHUK BumaeThes THKHEBO.
Indopmanii mogaBatu 1o I’aTHHNI Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
KRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
VKPATHGRKA KATOAHIIEKA € PKRA

GBATOI'O MHKOAAA
(IIIA OMIKOK IPEUYNGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTTPIT)

TOP’S GIFT CARDS:

Please help <) %PS

us raise money

for our Church

by purchasing never stops

Top’s Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops

anyway, why not help. You do not lose or

gain anything by doing this, but our Church

will benefit greatly. We receive back 5% of

your spending. To take advantage of this

program, see Mary Bodnar or call 655-3810,

or call the rectory. Thank you and God Bless!
Please note: You can purchase gasoline

with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* kK

¥ nac ycnimino npoaawtbest Kaprouknm 3
kpamauui "Tonc". Kynywoun ix Bu nomara-
eTe nepksi. Li1sa Bac He poOuTh pisHuLi yu
BH IUIATHJIM IPillIMHM YU KAPTOYKOI0, aj1e
nepkBa jgicrane Bix ,, Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
nepkBa oaepxuth $50. o 6 3akynuTH ciin
3Bepratucs 10 n. Mapii bognap, ado 10 kaHn-
nesspii. JIskyemo!

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org
308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnoginb: Ilepex Ca. Jlityprisimu

Baptism: By appointment
XpeuieHHsi:  3a 10MOBJICHHAM

Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
Binuanusi: Tosiocutucsi 6 MicsiniB ckopie
Religion classes — Pegiriiina Ilporpama
Cyoora - Saturday

Ministry to the sick - Onika HaJl XBOPUMH
Family members should call the Rectory
PO)]HHa IMOBHUHHA HOBiIIOMI/lTH CBAILIICHUKA

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i moTpedH 3aB:KIH MOKHA 3aKJINKATH

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 AikKa!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/

The St. Nicholas Religious Education
Program will begin on Saturday, October
25, 2014 with registration at 9:00 AM.
in the Church Hall. Classes will take
place, in the hall, 9:00- 12:30 PM
on the following Saturdays:

October 25, 2014
November 22
January 17, 2015
February 21
March 28,
April 25
May 16

Children who are in 2 Grade and are
eligible to receive their First Penance &
Solemn Communion will be required to

attend the classes listed above as well as
the additional classes on the following

Thursday evenings from 6:30-7:30PM

March 12
March 19
March 26
April 16
April 23
April 30
May 7
May 14

If you have any questions or concerns,

please contact Elaine at the rectory on

Monday or Thursday morning between

9:00 -1200 at 852-7566 or any other time
at 867-0981

NHNJITACT

Ykpaincbka CraBrebka Oprasizanis
Oxkpy:xna TaGoposa Komicis
I cranuns Baddano, H.I.
3anpomye Bac Ha
MNEYEHHSA BAPABOJII
Ha Hosomy Coxkoui
2301 School St., North Collins, New
York 14111
1:00 roa. mo mosyaHi
5-ro KostHs, 2014 p.
JoOpoBinbhi JlaTkn
IIpuxix npusHavyeHuit Ha po30yA0BY
oceJti
JlackaBo Bac npocumo BigBizaTn
HAIIy CTOPiHKY

http://www.novyisokil.org/

Haponay 6e3 MmoBu Hemae
(Bonodumup 3abawmaHcbKull)

fk Hema 6e3 3ipok HebGo3BoAy,

Sk 6nakuti 6e3 coHUsA HeMa,

Tak i moBM Hema 6e3 Hapoay,

| Hapopy 6e3 MoBM Hema.

CKinbKku niogy i MOB Ha NnaHeri -

Crinbku auBa, WO W Bipy He UMy .

Ane byay i 6yay go cmepri

Mepea HUMK CXMNATUCH TOMY,

Lo € moBa i Mmoro Hapopy,

Lo Hapop € i min cepen HUX.

Bupsu 3 cepus oasiuHy noropay,

MoB Hemae y CBITi Manux.

[ina Hapoay cBOMOro Benuka

KoxHa 3 MOB, Ik TBOPiHHA BiHeLb,

Iop 6e3 MoBM - TO rMKnHa 6e3nuka,

Be3’a3uka otapa oBelb.

Letter from Fr. Ray Septem. 21, 14 A.D

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory Forever!
Dear (say your

name right here for your very own personal letter),

Good Morning, my Dear One. Hope all is well at
your house and that you had a pleasant week. Today,
September 21, is a special and beautiful day on the
Julian calendar (o.s.), the great feast of the Nativity
of our Most Holy Lady Theotokos. We, on the new
(Gregorian calendar), already celebrated this
glorious, joyful and hopeful Feast day on September
8, but it is good to remember it again today also.

Yes, on September 8t we rejoiced in the good
news: “It's a girl!” We rejoiced with the Righteous
Ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, who became
the parents of Mary, who, in turn, would give birth to
Our Lord. On September 8t we celebrated with our
brothers and sisters around the world, both Catholic
and Orthodox, who are on the new calendar. Today,
we rejoice in the fact that once again, in places all
around the entire world our Eastern Church is
pausing to pray and reflect on this beautiful feast day
which is dedicated to our Heavenly Mother. This Holy
Day has many theological aspects, but one of the
main ones always pointed out by our Holy Fathers is
that it signals “the beginning of our salvation.”
Through Mary’s birth and then through her giving
birth to Jesus, the Messiah and God-Incarnate, we
come to know the One True God and are brought to
salvation.

If you ever want to meditate on something, try to
set aside some time and ponder our Holy Days. Not
so much about their theological meaning, important
as that is, but simply about the fact that this special
day has been celebrated annually all around the
world for centuries! As priest, | am always in awe,
first of all, as | remember the antiquity of the feast.
This feast of the Nativity, in particular, is one of the
most ancient feasts honoring, the Most Holy
Theotokos, and that is what is so incredible to me.
St. John Chrysostom, St. Augustine, St. Andrew of
Crete, and St. Roman the Melodist all of the early

Church, speak of the services and of this great and
significant day. Even St. Helena (+330), mother of the
Emperor Constantine, built a church in Jerusalem
honoring this feast. Think about it, the very same
words we are saying, in the Liturgy and in the
services for the day, were said by these great ones
of our Church. The Holy Day was special and
beautiful and sanctifying to them, and it is to this very
day special, beautiful and sanctifying to us, almost
two thousand years later!

And that goes for all the services and also for our
sacraments. Think about it....a person being
Baptized, or Chrismated, or Married or Anointed will
be hearing those very same words uttered over them
as have all those who have gone before us. | think
that is so awesome and magnificent to think about
that great connection to all those who have followed
The Way and prayed according to the Byzantine
tradition! The celebration of the Feast Days is indeed
a uniting of ourselves with our ancestors who once
prayed as we now pray. As we celebrate the grace-
filled days of our Church year, we cannot but help to
remember all who have gone before us and prayed
exactly as we are now doing. Think about it....John
Chrysostom said the very prayers we say, he moved
around the church as we move! In addition to many
other reasons, we can say Holy Days are important
and meaningful to us in their antiquity. Awesome!

Do you remember when you were a little kid and
you were out sledding, or as we called it in Schuylkill
County, “sleigh-riding?” You pulled that “American
Flyer” up to the top of “Bart’s Hill” and got ready to
take your turn and zoom down as fast as you could
to the sound of the swishing snow beneath the rails
and the stinging of the frozen pellets as they hit your
face. It reminds me of today, this Sunday, as we are
nearing the end of September. Here we are up on top
of the hill and ready to go zooming down. In a minute
we’ll be at the bottom, only to turn around and go
back up again.

Our Church, our Eparchy and our parishes all are
about to get on a roll, go zooming along as if it were
that snow covered hill, and it will be Christmas and


http://www.novyisokil.org/

New Year’s before we know it. The other day all of
the priests met for our Deanery Meeting. One item
on the agenda was to review the activities that were
already scheduled, or would be scheduled in the
parishes and community. It was.. “Wow! It’s gonna
be Christmas and New Year’s before we know it.”
Check it out: This past Thursday, Friday and
Saturday St. Basil’s College Seminary hosted the
75 anniversary of that venerable institution of
learning. I'm sure it was a great reunion for those
able to make it.

Today is Catechetical Sunday when we honor,
thank and pray for all who teach and pass on the
Faith. And that is not only the teachers in our
Sunday schools and classes, but it means all who
are called to do this. That means all of us, as it is
really our mission to know the Faith, to love the
Faith and to pass it on.

Today is the Parish Feast Day in Niagara Falls,
Ontario. Tuesday is the first full day of autumn. Next
Sunday “Sitch” celebrates one hundred years. Then
it will be October, Pro Life Month!, and Praznyk in
Niagara Falls, NY and Clergy Days in Wappinger’s
Falls. Then Men’s Day in Stamford, Women'’s Day in
Rochester, LUC Convention in Johnstown, LUC
Sunday in Kenmore, and then it is November.

November will have Election Day!, the ordination
of a new bishop, St. Nicholas Bazaar and then it is
December! And | haven’t even mentioned other
parishes and family things such as weddings,
anniversaries, birthdays and name days! And so on
and so forth, we zoom down that sledding trail of
life, these days of our life, celebrating, working,
relaxing, praying, repenting, rejoicing, crying, as we
hear the snow swishing beneath us and feel the
exhilarating splash of the cold on our faces. And
then we turn around and go back up, God willing. In
all these events and the many other parts of our life,
we always remember that we have been given this
great gift of Life and we are to use it wisely for our
salvation. Have fun and hold on! Sometimes the ride
gets rough....sometimes the sled upsets....but at

the bottom we turn around and look up and say,
“I'm gonna do that again!”

Before it gets to be Christmas time, a period
when charity is easy, | need to remind you of our
parish outreach to the Franciscan Center. We have
been collecting non-perishable foods, hygiene
products, $$, and other items for the teenage boys
who reside there under the care of the Francis-
cans. Over the years we have donated tons of food
to them. It usually happens at this time of the year
that donations slow down and we seem to forget
the great gift we can bring to them.

| write of good things in our lives, but we all know
about so many of the terrible things happening in
all parts of the world. Even as | write this, an urgent
prayer request came on my e-mail requesting
prayer for Christians in Northern Iraq who are
about to be overcome by the ISIS killers. The leader
of Crisis Relief International said, “We just lost the
city of Querogosh. It fell to ISIS and they are now
systematically beheading the children....ISIS is
within 10 minutes of where our team is. Pray for
us!”

The world is beautiful and glorious and awe-
some, but also incredibly dark and evil. We need to
know about this horrible side, and fight it however
we can. Let us rejoice and give thanks for all the
good things and blessings we still enjoy. Let us
pray fervently that this evil in all parts of the world
will be overcome. Let us pray for Godless govern-
ments who continue to allow bloodshed and
tyranny. Let us pray for our fellow Christians in
Ukraine, the Middle East and in these United
States. Lord have mercy! May our God bless us
and shine His face upon us! May our Holy Lady
protect us!

In His Love,
Fr. Ray
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Ffrom “Good Samaritan” Ukr. Radio Program

The Gospel for this 15t Sunday after Pentecost
involves the two great commandments. St. Matthew
records how a man with knowledge of the law comes
to Jesus, and to test Him, asks which of these are the
greatest commandments of the law? Jesus answers:
“Thou shall love the Lord thy God will all your heart,
with all your soul, with your entire mind. And thou
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Then Jesus
adds - that on these two commandments hang all the
laws and the prophets. If we consider these
commandments more carefully and the deliberate
repetition of the words: ‘Thou shall love’, we begin to
realize that this precept flows from the very nature of
God. St. John reminds us in the fourth chapter of his
gospel that ‘God is love’and that is why we must love
one another. And to love in every sense of the word
means pruning away at everything which is against
or not connected with God, and there lies the
difficulty many people face with these command-
ments. We do not want to give up our pleasures or
ambitions, we strive to get even with those who have
hurt us, and we often want for things which others
have. Mankind is innately selfish, and sometimes we
desire the things we want more then we desire to love
God and our neighbors.

From the very beginning of creation, God has
offered us His love. Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden was a paradise of love, given to us by God, but
destroyed through sinful desires. Today, Jesus
makes it quite clear that the priority is love of God.
But Jesus, in bringing these two commandments
together, gives new meaning to the term neighbor,
showing through even the Parable of the Good
Samaritan, that there is no limit to who our neighbor
can be. A neighbor is ultimately every person God
places along our path, and in today’s Gospel, Jesus
tells us exactly what divine love involves. In order to
love God we must be willing to give from our heart.
When you see or hear the word heart, what is the first
image or thought you envision? To the doctor the
heart is an organ in our body. To the poet the heart
is the seat of love. To the athlete the heart is the

body’s strongest muscle. To the racecar-driver the
heart is like an engine. But to God: the heart is the
center of our being. ‘Heart’ is used in Scripture as
the most comprehensive term for the authentic
person. It is the part of our being where we desire,
deliberate, and decide. It has been described as ‘the
place of conscious and decisive spiritual activity’.
The heart is the center of a person, and the place to
which we may always turn to God. There is a story
about a struggling artist who brought one of his
paintings to a world-renowned painter who served as
his mentor. The painting was of the face of Christ.
The older man studied it for a few minutes, and then
said, “If you loved Jesus more, you would have paint-
ed Him better.” The goal of the Christian life is to
paint a picture of Jesus with our lives. When people
look at us, they ought to see the love of Christ. And
to be filled with the love of Christ means to
deliberately turn toward another person in need. We
cannot do that by simply following a list of rules; we
can only do this by loving God in every possible way.

"See what love the Father has given us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are" (1
John 3:1). Author and lecturer, Leo Buscaglia, once
talked about a contest he was asked to judge. The
purpose of the contest was to find the most caring
child. The winner was a four year old boy whose next
door neighbor was an elderly gentleman who had
recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the
boy went into the man's yard, climbed onto his lap,
and just sat there. When his Mother asked him what
he had said to the neighbor, the little boy said:
‘Nothing, | just helped him cry.” Pope John Paul Il
wrote: “The world is loved by God! And, in spite of
the refusals of which it is capable, it will continue to
be loved to the very end. The Father loves you always
and forever: this is the unheard-of novelty, the very
simple yet profound proclamation owed to humanity
by the Church.” In our time, the Church and the
world have need, more than ever, for those who are
capable of proclaiming by word and example this
fundamental and consoling certainty... We must be-
come credible witnesses to Heavenly Father's love...



