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ВСЕГРОМАДСЬКЕ ВІДЗНАЧЕННЯ 84-ОЇ РІЧНИЦІ ГОЛОДОМОРУ УКРАЇНСЬКО- 
ГО НАРОДУ - НЕДІЛЯ 19-ГО ЛИСТОПАДА 2017 РОКУ - В 1:00 ГОДИНІ ДНЯ В 

УКРАЇНСЬКОМУ КУЛЬТУРНОМУ ЦЕНТРІ «ДНІПРО», 562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 
ПАНАХИДА-ДОПОВІДЬ І МИСТЕЦЬКА ПРОГРАМА 

 

ЗБЕРІМОСЯ І ВШАНУЙМО МОЛИТВОЮ МІЛЬЙОНИ НЕВИННИХ ЖЕРТВ ЗАМО- 
РЕНИХ ГОЛОДОМ, СПРИЧИНЕННИМ РОСІЙСЬКИМ ШОВІНІСТИЧНИМ РЕЖИМОМ! 

 

COMMEMORATING THE 84th ANNIVERSARY OF THE UKRAINIAN FAMINE-
GENOCIDE, SUNDAY NOVEMBER 19, 2017 - 1:00 PM - UKRAINIAN CULTURAL  
CENTER “DNIPRO”, 562 Genesee St., Buffalo, N.Y.    --------------   Please attend! 

Blessing of the graves of Lubomyr & Sophia 
Holowatyj   (by pastor – so not in the photo) 

Photos 
from 

Bazaar. 
Thank 

You! 
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
 
 

4:30 PM For Parishioners – За Парохіян 
 
 

Nov. 19: 24 S. aft. Pent. – 24 Н. по ЗСД 
10:00 АМ За всіх погиблих у ГОЛОДОМОРІ 

Eternal Memory! Вічная Пам’ять! 
12:00 PМ Int of Msgr. Leon Mosko (Birthday) 

Happy Many Years! Mnohaya Lita! 
 

Monday, November 20 Листопада, Понеділок 
8:00 AM За Здоров’я Лесі Савка і синів 

  

Entrance into the Temple – Вхід в Храм (Gr.) 
Tuesday, November 21 Листопада, Вівторок 
St. Michael the Arch. – Св. Арх. Михаїла (Jul.) 

10:00 AM ПОДЯЧНА – In Thanksgiving-37 years 
 

Wed., November 22 Листопада, Середа 
9:00 АM +Др. Наталка Пазуняк – 40 д. і пан. 

 

Thu., November 23 Листопада, Четвер 
10:00 АM THANKSGIVING LITURGY - ПОДЯЧНА 

ЛІТУРГІЯ  -  Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

Fri., November 24 Листопада, П’ятниця 
9:00 АM   +Анастазія і Терентій Кучер (Донька) 
 

Sat., Nov. 25 Лист., Субота – Св. Мч. Йосафат 
10:00 AM За Єдність Усіх Церков 
4:30 PM +Orysia Pereyma (Family) 3 Anniv. 
 
 

Nov. 26: 25 S. aft. Pent. – 25 Н. по ЗСД 
10:00 АМ +Lorraine & Jerry Szczublewski 

(M. Liskiewicz & N. Weigand) 
12:00 PМ For Parishioners – За Парохіян  

 

Eternal Light Burns for  
+Mychajlo Iwanyczko 

Requested by: Wife Eliana 
 And Daughters: Luba & Mary 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Saint Nicholas Church 
Церква Св. Миколая 
(Під Опікою П.Д.М.) 

 

ПОР’ЯДОК СВ. ЛІТУРГІЙ 
 

 

Дякуємо усім що причинилися до 
Успіху нашо Базару! Хай Господь 
благословить Вас, а Пречиста Діва 
Марія покриє Вас своїм Покровом! 
 

Детальний Звіт буде на другу Неділю. 
 

 
 

Thank you all for making our bazaar a 
successful one! May the Lord richly 
bless, and Mother of God cover you all 
with her saving Pokrov (Maphorion)! 
 

Detailed report will follow next Sunday. 
 
 

Вічне Світло в честь П. Д. М.  горить  
За всіх пострадалих у ГОЛОДОМОРІ 

 
 

============================================================================= 

 
============================================================================= 

 

Proud to Support 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 

 
 

Buszka Funeral Home 
Director Peter D. Stachowski 

 

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo, New York  14206 
 

(716) 825-7777    www.buszkafuneralhome.com 
 

============================================================================== 

Сердечна подяка усім спонзорам! 

 DNIPRO                  ДНІПРО 
Ukrainian Cultural Center 

562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476 
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com 

 
Kitchen open Friday 5-9 pm 

Live Music first Friday every month 
Book your private party now 

 
=============================================================================== 

Ad in the bulletin 
If you want to advertise 

Your business in the bulletin 
Business card - $100 for a year. 

 

Бізнесова карточка 
$100.00 дол. – 52 рази до року. 

 

=============================================================================== 
 

 
 

=============================================================================== 

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors! 



 
 

Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save 
money with lower rates on loans, make money with 
higher interest on your savings, and save time with 

our convenient online services! 
PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES 

SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE 
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS | 

MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS | 
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE 

TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES | 
|NOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS| 

 

ПЕРСОНАЛЬНІ ТА БІЗНЕСОВІ ФІНАНСОВІ ПОСЛУГИ 
ОЩАДНІ ТА ЧЕКОВІ РАХУНКИ | СЕРТИФІКАТИ | M.M | 

ПЕНСІЙНІ РАХУНКИ | ПОЗИКИ | КРЕДИТИ НА 
НЕРУХОМІСТЬ | ПЛАТІЖНІ КАРТКИ VISA | MONEY-

GRAM | ГРОШОВІ ПЕРЕКАЗИ | ЕЛЕКТРОННІ ПОСЛУГИ 
|ПОСЛУГИ НОТАРІУСА| ПЕРЕКЛАДИ|СТИПЕНДІЇ| 

 

Buffalo Branch 
Ukrainian Home Dnipro 

562 Genesee Street 
Buffalo  NY  14204 

(716) 847-6655 
www.ukrainianfcu.org 

Amherst Branch 
Ellicott Creek Plaza 

2882 Niagara Falls Blvd 
Amherst  NY  14228 

(716) 799-8385 
www.ukrainianfcu.org 

Business Hours 
Closed Wednesdays, 
Зачинені по середах 

Mon., Tuesday, Thursday 
 | 9:30 am - 5 pm |  

Пон., вівторок, четвер 
Friday / П'ятниця 
| 9:30 am - 7 pm |  
Saturday / Субота  

| 9 am - 1 pm |  

Business Hours 
Closed Mondays, 

Зачинені по понеділках 
Tuesday - Thursday  

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | 
З вівторка по четвер 

Friday / П'ятниця  
| 9:30 am - 6 pm |  
Saturday / Субота  

| 9 am - 1 pm |  
Membership subject to eligibility.  Federally insured by NCUA. 

 

Щоб довідатися більше інформацій про це що 
дієтьая в громаді, Просимо відвідати веб-сторінку. 

 

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com 
 

Is the the web-page to find More information and 
events In our Ukrainian Community. 

 
 

Аre you listening to "Good Samaritan" 
Ukr. Radio Program оn WJJL 1440 AM 
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?  

Thank you for your donations! 
We welcome your comments. 

 

* * * 
Чи ви слухаєте нашу радіо передачу 
«Милосердний Самар'янин» 

Неділя, 2 год. на WJJL 1440 AM? 
Сердечно дякуємо за пожертви! 

 

Please include our Church 
in your charitable donations! 

* * * 
Просимо підтрумувати Рідну Церкву 

талантами, часом і пожертвами.  
 

Cell Phones - Мобільні Телєфони: 
 

Please turn off or silence your cell phone 
before entering the church. Thank you! 

* * * 
Просимо вилучувати ваші мобільні 

телєфони підчас Святої Літургії. 
  
 

Ç ðàä³ÿ "Ìèëîñåðäíèé Ñàìàðÿíèí" 
У вівторок святкуватимемо Собор архи-

стратига Михаїла та всіх небесних сил без-
тілесних. Можемо дивуватися перетворенню 
скромного, непомітного, безіменного ангела 
на вождя небесних сил Михаїла, ім’я якого 
утворене від слів, з якими він звернувся до 
ангелів, закликаючи їх стати в обороні Бога: 
«Хто як Бог!». 

Але разом із тим ми пригадуємо й інші сло-
ва – слова підступного змія, 
які також спонукали наших 
праотців шукати шлях до того, 
аби стати «немов боги» (Бут. 
3:1-7). Тільки яким же іншим 
був той спосіб! Вони могли 
стати такими, «немов боги», 
вийшовши з підпорядкування 
Богові, відкинувши Його запо-
віді, чинячи так, як їм хотілося, 
і змушуючи інших чинити за 
їхньою волею. 

Як по-різному можна розуміти цей дар 
Богоподібности! Можна наслідувати Христа в 
своєму житті у служінні іншим людям, у жерт-
вуванні собою за інших. Саме тоді ми стаємо 
подібними до Бога через єдинородного Бога 
Сина, Який прийшов до нас, щоб дати нам взі-
рець, стати дорогою досконалости, дорогою 
до вічного життя, відкритою перед кожним із 
нас. 

Але можна прагнути стати «немов боги», 
відсторонивши Бога з вершини системи цін-
ностей, посівши самому Його місце, диктую-
чи іншим власну волю, нав’язуючи необхід-
ність виконання своїх ідей людям довкола, 
стверджуючи центральне місце себе самого 
у житті. Марна ця справа і приречена на нев-
дачу. Але скільки людей, скільки партій нама-
галися чинити протягом історії саме так! І 

найбільші трагедії в історії людства, в історії 
нашого народу ставалися саме тоді, коли 
з’являлася сила, яка прагнула відкинути віру 
в Бога, зруйнувати церковну традицію, стати 
самим «немов боги», – стати диктаторами, го-
товими втручатися в наше повсякденне жит-
тя, диктувати нам свої правила і норми, нав’-
язувати свою систему цінностей. 

Таким страшним експериментом почався 
минулий двадцятий вік. І цей жахливий екс-

перимент тяжить над нами досі 
й нагадує про себе кривавими 
кольорами прапорів на свята, 
риторикою, яка панує довкола 
нас на Сході України, пам’ятни-
ками, які ще досі не зняті, імена-
ми, які ще й досі плямують наші 
вулиці й майдани, нагадуючи 
про трагедії минулого. 

 Голодомор, який відбувся в 
минулому столітті, ніколи не 
стане для нас лише епізодом іс-

торії. Бо ми не можемо забути, не маємо 
права забути трагедії наших з вами дідусів і 
бабусь, прадідів і прабабусь. Не можемо 
забути тих, хто залишив назавжди пусткою 
місце у нашому житті, хто помер молодим, 
оголивши наше майбутнє і зробивши нас 
вразливішими до чужих цінностей, до воро-
жих сил, які приходять в Україну. 

Ми молимося за всіх тих, хто гинув, стаючи 
жертвами насильства, але цього разу наша 
молитва особлива, бо молимося ми з турбо-
тою і про наше з вами майбутнє, яке ніколи не 
може бути безпечним, доки існують у світі 
сили, аналогічні до тих, котрі влаштували 
жорстокий большевицький експеримент на 
нашій землі. 

У комуністичній доктрині можна знайти 
чимало місць, якими можна захоплюватися. 



Ідея загального добра і щастя, ідея загальної 
рівности так добре виглядають доти, доки 
вони не стають нав’язливими ідеями, які 
впроваджуються в життя будь-якими засо-
бами. І тоді вони обертаються на свою проти-
лежність, стаючи способом упокорити біль-
шість, аби створити привілейовану мен-
шість, загнати в концтабори мільйони, щоб 
сотні могли жити відпо-
відно до своїх уявлень 
про добробут і благо-
денство. Комунізм по-
роджує найстрашнішу із 
нерівноправностей, бо 
робить безправними і 
пригнобленими злидар-
ями більшість народу 
задля беззастережного 
панування визискувачів 
ідеї цієї загальної рів-
ности.  

Сучасна економічна криза знову підносить 
перед нами небезпеку червоної примари, бо 
на хвилі кризи завжди з’являються галасуни, 
демагоги, які хочуть скористатися зубожін-
ням народу для того, щоб повести його на 
боротьбу за власний добробут. Але найчас-
тіше трапляється так, що, експлуатуючи го-
лод і злидні, вони допроваджують народ до 
ще більших криз. Така небезпека існує сьо-
годні і в нашій країні, де раптом, після кілька-
річної перерви, носії ідеї, яка спричинила 
голодомор, знову здобули право помітної 
парламентської меншости. Ця небезпека іс-
нує на заході Європи, бо в телерепортажах 
ми все частіше бачимо над акціями протесту 
в Парижі чи Лісабоні червоні прапори. 

Саме тому український голодомор стає на-
шим національним застереженням для ціло-
го світу, застереженням проти довіри носіям 

кривавих ідей. Ідей, які так добре почина-
ються і які закінчуються геноцидами, подіб-
ними до того, що розгорнувся на нашій землі. 
Бо як би там не пробували сучасні пропаган-
дисти підтасовувати факти, але кожен із нас, 
нащадків померлих від голодомору, знає, що 
і тоді, і пізніше в наших родинах завжди голо-
домор сприймався як один із епізодів спроб 

винищити наш народ. 
Непокірний, бунтівний 
народ, який не хотів іти 
в комуністичну стайню, 
а хотів жити вільно. І за 
це страждав… 

Тому молимося ми 
сьогодні не тільки за 
спокій душ спочилих, 
але й за силу опору – 
нездоланну силу опору, 
яку заповіли нам попе-

редні покоління, і яка має стати силою, що 
приведе нас до справжньої свободи, до 
власної держави, в якій неможливими будуть 
голодомори й геноциди. (арх. Ігор Ісіченкo) 

Зі святими упокой Христе, душі слуг і слу-
гинь Божих, замордованих великим штучним 
голодом на наших рідних землях.  

В І Ч Н А Я  П А М’ Я Т Ь!!! 
Просім Господа у своїх молитвах, що б ці 

страшні часи голодомору ніколи не поверну-
лися, що б усі нарешті зрозуміли оцей найцін-
ніший Божий дар життя. Людина створина на 
образ і на подобу Божу і ми всі маємо щось 
божественного в собі і це ніхто не має права 
від нас відібрати.  

Господи стережи нас від нехтування життя 
інших і охорони нас від намислу тих, що 
зазіхають на наше життя, що хочуть відібрати 
від нас найдорожче, що Ти нам дав. Амінь! 

   
============================================================================= 

Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever!  

Слава Ісусу Христу! Слава на Віки! 
 

• KITCHEN is open every Friday.  
• Thank you for your patronage. 

Thanks are extended to all volunteers! 
 

• Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy 
in Church Hall, so please join us downstars. Thank 
you! 

 

Until we meet next Sunday… 
=============================================================================== 

 

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: 
 

Please help 
us raise money 
for our Church by 
purchasing Top’s 
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway, 
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything 
by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly. 
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take 
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or 
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and 
God Bless! 

Please note: You can purchase gasoline 
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station. 

* * * 
У нас успішно продаються Карточки з крам-

ниці "Топс". Купуючи їх ви помагаєте церкві. 
Для Вас не робить різниці чи ви платили 
грішми чи карточкою, але церква дістане від 
„Топс” 5%. На $1,000 церква одержить $50. Що 
б закупити слід звертатися до п. Марії Боднар, 
або до канцелярії. Дякуємо!  

 

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly. 
Deadline for information is Friday Evening. 

 

ÖÅÐÊÎÂÍÈÉ Â²ÑÍÈÊ видається тижнево. 
Інформації подавати до П’ятниці вечора. 

 

SAINT NICHOLAS UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

ÓÊÐÀ¯ÍÑÜÊÀ ÊÀÒÎËÈÖÜÊÀ 
ÖÅÐÊÂÀ ÑÂßÒÎÃÎ ÌÈÊÎËÀß 

 

(Ï²Ä ÎÏ²ÊÎÞ ÏÐÅ×ÈÑÒÎ¯ 
Ä²ÂÈ ÌÀÐ²¯ ÎÄ²Ã²ÒÐ²¯) 

 

 
 

Parish E-Mail:  stnbuffalo@gmail.com 
 

Web Page:  http://www.stnbuffalo.com 
 

Dioc. Web:  http://www.stamforddio.org 
 

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206 
Rectory: (716) 852-7566  

Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908 
  

Confession: Before Liturgies 
 Сповідь: Перед Св. Літургіями 
 Baptism:  By appointment 
 Хрещення: За домовленням  
 Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance 
 Вінчання: Голоситися 6 місяців скорше 
 

Religion classes – Релігійна Програма 
Saturday - Субота  

Ministry to the sick – Опіка над хворима 
Family members should call the Rectory 
Родина повинна повідомити священика 

 

IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME 
В разі потреби завжди можна закликати 

 

 

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor 
 

Rev. Robert Moreno, visiting priest 
 

Please call if you are hospitalized, 
homebound and need a priest. 

Ïðîñèìî çàêëèêàòè ÿêùî âè ó ë³÷íèö³ 
àáo ïðèêîâàíi äî ëiæêà! 

 
  



FROM THE LETTER OF FR. ROBERT 
The gospel for this Sunday has an important lesson: 

Greed makes us blind and foolish and could have 
negative eternal consequences! 

 If you look into other religions, you will soon find 
that they all warn against greed. Buddhism, that dates 
from the years 400 to 600 Before Christ, considers it 
one of the three poisons! They call it Raga. Islam also 
condemns greed. And so others. I guess that as we try 
to be happy, we can develop this vice and capital sin of 
Greed. Thinking that money and the power to buy will 
make us happy can drive us to become really greedy. 
Contemporary behavioral experts tell us what does 
help people attain happiness: 1. Good relationships 
with others 2. Strong religious ties 3. Meaningful 
activity and 4. Maintain personal control.  Traditionally 
in the church we know these as: 1. Love of neighbor 2. 
Love of God 3. Corporal and Spiritual works of Mercy 
and 4. Exercising authentic freedom by doing good and 
avoiding evil.  

 Our Lord cares about greed 
because it undermines our 
true happiness. When we put 
making money or spending 
money ahead of loving God, 
we lose out on an essential 
aspect of our own happiness. When we pursue a career 
in such a way that there is not sufficient time for 
meaningful relationships with God and neighbor, again 
we lose out, as do our families and our friends. And it 
gets worse… when we love money so much that we will 
steal, lie, cheat, and fail to give to charity, we hurt not 
only others but also ourselves.  Even though we rightly 
own our possessions, the use of everything we have, 
including our money, should be governed by love of 
God and love of neighbor. To have a healthy view of 
our “possessions”, is to view ourselves as temporary 
administrators of those goods that belong to God. 

 Because God loves us so deeply, He wants us to be 
blessed (happy) in this life and above all in the next, 
that have no end. Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus 
Christ taught much about the disordered love of love 
of money. “From St. Matthew’s gospel chapter 6 verse 
25: “No one can serve two masters; for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 

to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and mammon”. Mammon by the way is the biblical false 
god of greed. Mammon drives people away from 
fellowship with each other and also with God. 

 Jesus spoke of the great difficulty that the rich have 
of entering heaven: In St. Matthew’s gospel chapter 19 
verses 23 through 24 he says: “I tell you the truth, it is 
hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Again, I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God”. Our father St. John Chrysostom, 
whose memory we celebrated this week on Nov. 13, 
writes about this passage: “What he spoke was not 
condemning riches in themselves, but those who were 
enslaved by them” (Homilies on Matthew 63)  

 Can you compose a good end to the reading of this 
Sunday? What I mean is that even if the guy was to die 
that night, God will not call him “You fool…”  For 
example, God would say to the man: “You wise and 

generous soul, today your soul 
is requested from you, but 
because you share always with 
the poor, because you gave 
away to orphans an widows 
most of the excess you simply 
could not use, come an receive 

your reward…” Of course, the beginning of the parable 
then it should be something like: “There was a rich man 
whose land produced a bountiful harvest. He asked 
himself, ‘What shall I do, for I do not have space to 
store my harvest?’ And he said, ‘This is what I shall do: 
I will bring what I cannot store to the city and distribute 
it to the poor, the widows, the elderly and the orphans 
and those that help the homeless.’ 

 I hope to see you at the Liturgy and if you are going 
away because of Thanksgiving, I wish you a blessed 
celebration in company of your loved ones. Don’t 
forget to always have someone with you that have no 
longer anyone to celebrate with or perhaps is new to 
the area and/or bring some of your supper to someone 
who is home-bound, sick or in the hospital or a nursing 
home. So that if we die in our “Turkey comma”, we will 
hear sweet welcoming words from the Lord like: “You 
wise and generous soul…”         

Yours as always, 
Fr. Robert 

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr. 
This past Thursday, November 15th, our Church 

celebrated the start of its ‘Christmas Fast’.  It is also called 
the ‘fast of St. Phillip’ because it is immediately preceded 
by the feast of this Apostle.  This time of expectation and 
of preparation corresponds to the Roman Advent, so it is 
often referred to as the time of Advent.  The stories of 
Advent help us strike the right note for this season: the 
prophecies of Isaiah and John the Baptist, full of their own 
stern hope; the pregnancies of Mary and Elizabeth, each 
as joyous as it is unexpected; the miracles, the cures and 
other signs pointing the way to our Savior’s birth. Like 
Great Lent, which precedes Easter, this time of Advent 
also lasts 40 days, but it does not involve the same 
strictness in fasting as does Lent.  The central idea of 
Advent is the ‘coming’ of our Lord, Jesus.  One might 
perhaps feel that this term ‘coming’ is purely symbolic, for 
in fact Jesus comes to us at all times and in all places.  
However, this approach and this presence of Jesus, takes 
on a special meaning at Christmas; we somehow feel it 
with much more ‘intensity’.  The Lord, Jesus is already 
present; but the grace of Advent allows us a more vivid, 
and quite new, awareness of His presence.  Jesus makes 
Himself known as wanting to be with us, and we share in 
the joy of this intimacy much more deeply at Christmas, 
because celebrating the birth of the Christ child is 
something more wondrous and peaceful, then 
contemplating Christ’s death upon the cross.   

As we begin our Christmas Fast, the Gospel for this 
Sunday (Luke 12:16-21) issues us a serious and stern 
warning.  While Jesus is in the middle of teaching His 
disciples, a man who is dissatisfied with his brother and 
his share of property suddenly interrupts Him.  Then 
Jesus begins to share a parable with all of them, saying: 
"The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully.”  The 
rich man of this parable was a farmer, but he represents 
all those who are seduced by any kind of greed.  As this 
farmer looks at his amazing harvest, he does not see the 
hand of God in his good fortune – instead, he only sees 
his own efforts - and expects to yield more and more 
grain, building bigger and better barns to store up all his 
grain.  He says to his own soul: “Take ease, eat, drink, and 
be merry”.  But God rebukes him by saying: “You fool, 
this night your soul shall be required of you; then who’s 
will those things be which you have stored?  So is he who 
lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  
This parable presents each of us with a question to 
ponder – if, this very night, our soul was taken, where do 

our riches lie?  Would we be rich for ourselves or rich for 
God?  Jesus is teaching that life does not consist in 
possessions, but rather the honest intentions of our soul.  
Jesus is saying that even if one could amass a large 
accumulation of wealth - it would not produce life.  For 
Eternal life does not consist in things.   

This parable often reminds me of Leo Tolstoy’s story of 
a successful peasant farmer who was not satisfied with 
his lot in life.  He wanted more of everything.  One day he 
received a fabulous offer.  For 100 dollars, he could buy 
all the land he could walk around in a single day.  The only 
catch in the deal was that he had to return to his starting 
point by sundown.  Early the next morning, he started out 
walking at a fast pace.  By midday he was very tired, but 
he kept going, covering more and more ground.   Well into 
the afternoon he realized that his greed had taken him far 
from the starting point.  He quickened his pace and as the 
sun began to sink low in the sky, he began to run; 
knowing that if he did not make it back by sundown the 
opportunity to become an even bigger landholder would 
be lost.  As the sun began to sink below the horizon he 
came within sight of the finish line.  Gasping for breath, 
his heart pounding, he called upon every bit of strength 
left in his body and staggered across the line just before 
the sun disappeared.  But before he could even celebrate 
his new win fall and abundant lands, the farmer collapsed, 
blood streaming from his mouth.  In a few minutes he was 
dead.  Afterwards, his servants dug a grave.  It was not 
much over six feet long and three feet wide.  The title of 
Tolstoy’s story was: How Much Land Does a Man Need?  

Jesus said: “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the 
whole world, and loses his own soul? What will a man give 
in exchange for his soul?” There is one way, and there is 
no other under Heaven.  If those who gain all they can, 
and save all they can, will likewise give all they can - then 
they will grow in grace, and the more treasure they will 
store with our Father in Heaven. In today's parable, Jesus 
paints a clear picture of wealth and wisdom through the 
eyes of God.  But so often we forget that everything we 
have is on loan to us from God.  One day, everything will 
be left behind, and yet it seems that the greater part of life 
is consumed by wanting more.  It is ours for now, to use 
or to neglect, but one day it will be taken from us, and we 
will stand before the Lord and give an account of how we 
used it.  Today, we are all still amazed by the many 
miracles and wonders that Jesus and his Apostles 
performed.  They had so little and, yet they gave so 
much.  And likewise, all of Jesus’ followers often met 



together, and they shared everything they had.  They 
would sell their property and possessions and give the 
money to the poor.  Jesus taught them, as he teaches us 
- that people are more important than possessions. His 
Apostles lived on less, so they could appreciate God 
much more.  We store up treasure in Heaven when we 
manage our material possessions with spiritual goals in 
mind.  Riches have one major weakness; they have no 
purchasing power after death.  The ‘rich towards God’ are 
those who use what God has given them for the benefit of 
others.  There are numerous examples of such persons in 
scripture: people such as the Good Samaritan, the Father 
of the Prodigal Son, or even the Centurion who built a 
synagogue for the people to worship in, and the home of 
Mary, Martha and Lazarus, where Jesus often found rest.  
The way we become rich towards God is to contribute to 
His Church by investing in the lives of God’s people.   

ovember is also the month in which we commemorate 
the victims of the 1932-1933 great famine in Ukraine. The 
85th Anniversary of the HOLODOMOR Genocide is being 
commemorated at Dnipro this afternoon.  In November of 
2015, our Patriarch, His Beatitude Shevchuk attended the 
dedication ceremony of the Holodomor Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. Under the regime of Soviet leader, 
Joseph Stalin, the Holodomor man-made famine to 
destroy Ukrainians seeking independence led to the 
deaths of millions of Ukrainians. Estimates range from 
five to 10 million deaths. Shevchuk was asked whether the 
tragedy is more known outside of Ukraine.  “I think it is 
important to commemorate the victims and speak out 
loudly about the pain and those inner wounds of the 
Ukrainian nation and consciousness,” he said. “Why? 
When we are commemorating those victims, when we are 
speaking about our pain, we are undergoing a healing 
experience. For a long, long time during the Communist 
period, speaking about, and even mentioning those 
tragedies were prohibited.”  Shevchuk said the 
Holodomor still touches and deeply affects many people, 
as was seen during the dedication ceremony.  “After the 
unveiling of the memorial, many people brought their 
family pictures with their relatives who were killed in that 
man-made famine because they never had a place to 
mourn for them,” Shevchuk said. “I also saw some 
flowers and a special sheet of paper about a tragedy of a 
Ukrainian family. I thought that person who wrote that 
story and exposed it to the public was undergoing a 
healing experience.  We are remembering in order to 
prevent, in order to heal, in order to warn an international 

society about those kinds of genocides, because such 
tragedies should never happen again,” he said. 

This coming Thursday is Thanksgiving, and hopefully 
our minds turn toward all the things for which we should 
be thankful - the gifts of life and health, the blessing of 
family and friends, and the unconditional love of our 
Heavenly Father.  Thanksgiving brings a perfect time to 
give thanks to the Almighty for everything that He has 
done for us.  Even the psalmist wrote, "Give thanks to the 
Lord for he is good, his love endures forever." (Psalm 
118:1) Truthfully, what do we have that did not first come 
from God?  A story is told of a poor man who was given a 
loaf of bread. He thanked the baker, but the baker said, 
"Don't thank me. Thank the miller who made the flour." 
So, he thanked the miller, but the miller said, "Don’t thank 
me. Thank the farmer who planted the wheat." So, the 
poor man thanked the farmer. But the farmer said, "Don't 
thank me. Thank the Lord.  He gave the sunshine, the rain, 
and the fertile soil - and that is why you have bread to eat."  
Everything we own, we ultimately received from God: 
"Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of heavenly lights" (James 1:17).  My 
brothers and sisters, on Thanksgiving Day – be truly 
thankful to the Lord with a genuine and contrite heart - 
and may we rightfully pray: Lord, bless abundantly that 
which we are about to receive, from which You have 
provided, and bless each and every person here and else-
where invited. 

=============================================================================== 
 

From last Bulletin: (Photo No. 41) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. 42.  From
 the archives: Anybody you know?  З архівів. 


