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806 Clinton St.
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UNDER THE PROTEGTION
OF MOTHER OF GOD

A OITKOIO MPEYHGTOT
AIRU MAPIT OAITITPIT

'GHURGH BULLETIN - N°50

December 11 — 408Nl — 11 Cpyaus
EPKOBHHUN BIGHUK - 4.50

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest
stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamfor ddio.org
308 Fillmor e Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies

Cnosinb: Ilepen Cs. Jliryprismu
Baptism: By appointment

XpenieHHsi: 3a T0MOBJIEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance
Binuanusi: ToJsiocuTHCes 6 MicsAliB cKopIIe
Religion classes — Kasicu Pesirii
Vacations - Bakaii.

Ministry to the sick - Onika man xBopumu
Family members should call the Rectory

Poauna moBuHHA HOBiIlOMl/ITl/I CBAIICHUKA

INEMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i norpedu 3aBKIM MOKHA 3aKJIHKATH

Cs. Beankomyuenuus Bapsa
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http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
MOP’SAJIOK CB. JITYPI'II

Dec. 11: S. of Forefathers — H. IlpaoTuis
26H.I03.CJI.  (for) (R
10:00 AM 3a ITapoxisan — For Parishioners
12:00PM +Zorianna Canazzi
(Bohdar & Anna Malaniak)

Mon., Dec. 12 — ITon., 12 I'pyans
9:15AM +OlgaLeschuk (Marie Leschuk
Glenn & Nadia Boyle)
12:.00 PM +John & Mary Colomon (Nadine)
Tue., Dec. 13 — BiBTopok, 13 I'pyans
8:15 AM B namipenni Pomana i Danielle
(Trop Tinb)

Wed., Dec. 14 — Cepena, 14 I'pynns

9:00 AM +Andrew & Anna Slipko Family
Walter, Helen & Joseph Slipko
(Gail Spittler Rose)

Thu., Dec. 15 — Yer., 15 I'pyans

9:15 AM +Teonop i AuHa 3asup i naH.
(JTro6a [{ponko)

Fri., Dec. 16 — II’saT., 16 I'pyans

9:15 AM +IBan i Haraunis - 5 piu. i naH.
(Mapist CuHHIITUH)

Sat., Dec. 17 — Cy6ota, 17 I'pyans

9:00 AM VY npuBaTHOMY HaMipeHHI

4:30 PM  +Mychajlo Blendonohy (Family)

Dec. 18: S. Bef. Christmas — Ilepen Pizns.
27H. Mo 3.C.A. (Or) [

2IIPA3HMUK-FEASTDAY
12:00 PM 3a Ilapoxisu — For Parishioners

In the Beginning . . .(cont.)
(w. 38) Chrisisnow considered full-term
but continuesto gain and grow everyday.
Lungs are days from completion. I'm prac-
ticing breathing with my amniotic fluid. It
iseasy to grasp thingswith Chris’ littlefin-
gers. Typically, boyswill weigh morethan
girlsat birth. Only 4% of babies are actu-
ally born on their due date.

Mom, pack your bagsand don’t forget the
camerafor those all important pictures of
the baby.

“They will seethe glory of the LORD, the
splendor of our God.” Isaiah 35:2

MNPOIIA 10 JIKOPAY 1 CB. 3BEMJII
(6-19 TPABHHAI, 2012)
* % %
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDS &
THE HOLY LAND (MAY 6-19, 2012)
For moreinfo call:

(519) 536-6778
Or write
Fr. Eutimy Wolinski
Box 20118
Woodstock, ON Canada N4S 8X8

We prepared the envelopesfor the
2012 calendar year. If any changes need
to be made, please let us know.

* * %

KoBepTku npurorosani. Akmo He ma-
€Te KOBEePTH, a XoTliik 0 MaTH, a60
MoTpioHA sika HeOyAb 3MIHA MPOCUMO
noa3BOHMTH 200 BucjaaTu E-mMaida Ha:

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com

Eternal Light burnsfor
+lrene Kordrupel
Offered by: Anne& Dorothy

Biune cBiTs10 B yects I1/IM ropurthb

3a +3op’sany Canazzi
IMoxkeprBa: Eminisa CBaTKiBCbKa

i St Joseph School For Boys
3 Bookstore
Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

There is still space for your ad.
Maemo micue ana Baworo oroAoLeHHSA

DNIPRO %g JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UKkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the

$100,000 Building Fund.
Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DELI AND GIFTS
o, - 4 1'.1‘.- - <
8= o R
4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)

Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
info@uhdfcu.com

“The credit union

with a heart”

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)
Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772
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http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/
http://www.uhdfcu.com/
mailto:info@uhdfcu.com

UPCOMING
CHURCH

EVENTS
IIpocuMo 3BEepHYTH

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

o KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM.
Thank you for your help and patr onage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us!

FEASTDAY DINNER - Dec 18
TOP'SGIFT CARDS:
for our Church

Q%AS'

Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in

Topsanyway, why not help. You do not lose

or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. Wereceive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ Hac ycnimno npogawtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepkai. /lias Bac He poOuTh pizHnui yu
BH IVIATHJIM TPIllIMHM Y1 KAPTOYKOI0, aJie
nepkBa aicrane Bin ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kaHueaspii. J[sskyemo! Takoxk MoxkHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI KynyBaTH O€H3UHY.

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
YKPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILKA IEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y

AMHHLL ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 Aizkka!

KoJsm nisinyere naty Bamoro BiH4aHHs
YH XpeleHHs TO NPOCUMO IIOTOBOPUTH

3 MapoxoM, o0 moTiM He 0yJI0 HENmopo-
3yminHsA. Moske craTucs, 110 B el JeHb
O0yae HeMOKJIYBO BilOYTH 3a1JIsIHOBaHe.

* * %

If you are planning a Baptism or Wed-

ding, please contact Pastor about the
date before making other arrangements.

U Row MMW

Are you listening '""Good Samaritan"
Ukrainian Radio Program
on WJJL 1440 AM
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thanksfor donations!

* k %

Yu ciyxaeTe Hally pajgio nepegavy
«Mmuocepauunii Camap'ssHUH»
Henins, 2 ron. na WJJL 1440 AM?

Jsikyemo 3a nosxkepTeu!

- Our Annual Parish Praznyk will
be held on Sunday, Dec.18".
Liturgy will be at 12:00pm with
dinner following the Liturgy.
There will be no 10:00 AM Lit-
urgy on that day. There will be
no tickets but envelopes will be
provided for your special dona-
tion to the church, as the end of
the year is approaching. Please
bring bake goods. Thank you!

* % %

-> CBarTa Jlityprisa Ha lNpa3Huk CB..
Mwukonas 6yae o 12 roa. lNpas-
HU4YHUM 00ia 3apa no C.. JliTyp-
ril. Hema BignpaBu Ha 10 roa.
He 6yae BcTyniB ane npocumo
B TOW 4Yac 31T0XUTU cneuiarnbHi
NnoXepTBU Ha LlepKBY nepen
3aKiH4eHHAM uboro 2011 poky.
KoBepTy 6yayTb NpUroToBaHi.

- NMPOCUMO NPUHECTU &
NMEYNBO. CepaeyHo Osikyemo!

A new supply of Christmas cards is
available for purchase in the church
hall. The cost is $1.00 per card.

* k%

Maemo HOBI pi3aBsiHi KAPTKKU
y LepPKOBHin 3ani.

PLEASE PICK UP
YOUR ENVELOPES!

* k% %

IMPOCUMO 3ABPATH
KOBEPTKMN!

49, Bigmia CYA
IHUPO 3aMPOIIY€E HA
HEPEPI&’ZIBHHHPT bA3AP
IMEYHUBA I OBL] ($7.00)
110 C/1YKBI BOXI

B Healmo, 11. rpyans 2011 p.

B 1:00- 3:00 roa. mon 3anpouye Ha

AHJIPIIBCBKHI BEYIP

IJIS1 JopocanX Bix 18. poky xutTs
B 3aJ1i HEPKBH CB. 0. MuKo1as

AHz[pi'l'Bcuci 3BHYAl,

Cmaunmii gerkuii 0yder
Beryn: 100poBinibHI 1aTKH

49" CHAPTER OF UNWLA
requestsyour attendance at the
PRECHRISTMAS BAKE
SALE AND LUNCH ($7.00)
after LITURGY

on Sunday, December 11, 2011

then at 1:00 pm (until 3:00 pm) to the
ANDREWS CELEBRATION

for adultsfrom 18 years
in St. Nicholas' Hall

for Andrews Celebration traditions,
kaleta and parlor games

Light refreshmentswill be served
Admission by donation


http://stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.topsmarkets.com/
http://stnbuffalo.com/

PigHa LLkona i
BaTtbkiBcbkuin KomiteT

LLIMPO 3anpollye Bac Ha

Cuiganok 3i Cearum
MukoJiaeMm

KU BiaByOeTbCs y
cyboty 17-ro rpyaHs 2011 poky
B LIEPKOBHIl 3ani
napoxii Cesatoro Mukonas
no4vaTtok o 10-Ti roguHi

Y nporpami:

- CHipaHoK 3 Mukonaem

- Buctyn y4HiB PigHoi Lkonu
- MogapyHKM YEMHUM AiTSaM

LliHa: 5 gon. gna gopocnnx
i Be3kowTOBHO ANS OiTen
ao 13-Tn pokis

AKLLO BU Xo4eTe,
o6 Balla gMTUHa oTpumana
nogapyHok Big Mukonasa —
060B’s3k0BO 3aTenedoHynTe

po Mani HaszapeBudy 714-5315
abo aHi Cepeatok 821-0711

School of Ukrainian Studies

“Ridna Shkola” and the
Parents Committee

Invite you to

Breakfast
with
Saint Nicholas

Saturday, December 17, 2011
at 10 o' clock
in St. Nicholas Church Hall

- Breakfast with St. Nicholas

- Come listen to our children per-
form.

- Gifts for good children

Cost: $5.00 adults
Children under 13 are free

Please attend and support
Ridna Shkola

If your child wishes to receive a
gift from St. Nicholas please call

Halya Nazarevych 714-5315 or

Anna Serediuk 821-0711

CHIJIKA
YKPAITHCBKOI
MOJIOJI B AMEPHIII
OCEPEJIOK

IM. JIECI YKPATHKHA
B BO®DAJIO

UKRAINIAN YOUTH

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204

HNOBIJOMJIUIEHHAA
48-111 3ATAJIBHI 350PU CYM
im. IECI YKPAIHKH B BO®AJIO,
BIABYAYTCS

B HEJILJIIO, 18-oro I'PYJIHSI, 3:30 Beu.
B YKPAIHCBKOMY JIOMI «/IHIIIPO»,
npu 562 JUKEHECI Bya. BO®AJIO, H. 1.
ITPOCHUMO O BAIITY IPUCYTHICTb

HA 3BOPAX. JSIKYEMO!

YIIPABA OCEPEJKY CYM

Ukrainian Congress Committee meeting
isscheduled for Friday, Dec. 16, 2011
6:00pm at Ukrainian-American Civic
Center, 205 Military Rd. Please attend.

- Theexibit “Ukrainian Folk Flowers’
Lila Mandzyk Krehbiel
in Ukrainian American Civic Center,
205 Military Rd.

-> St. John the Baptist Ukrainian €

Catholic Church in Kenmore
December 17, 2011 —at 2:00 PM
(English & Ukrainian on power Point)

“Today the Virgin givesbirth tothe

Transcendent One” — TheLiturgy of

the Christmas season — Presentation
by Fr. Volodymyr Sybirnyy

Karepuna Cramkis i Boadoaumup IN'opoau

26 BepecHsi, 2011 p. Ynokoises B N'ocnoai
Cg. I[1am. Bosiogumup I'opoau. Hap. 8
yepBHs, 1929 p. Mama Anna [laneuko
noMepJia KoJiu iiomy 0ys10 3 poxku. barb-
ko SkiB 3runyB B YIIA. Cs. II. Bo1oan-
MHPA 32Cy’K€HO Ha Kapy cMepTH B 1947
p. i nepemineno Ha 15 pokis. Bincuais 13
poxkis. 3 IToabwi 10 bodaso cnpoBaau-
Jia #ioro 3 poaunomo cecrpa Karepuna
Craumkis. [IpamtoBas sik “bricklayer”.
Biunas Ilam’sath nok. Bosrogumuposi, a
POAMHI CKJIAZAEMO IMPI CHIBUYTTS!

Holy Trinity UkrainianOrthodox Church
200 Como Park Blvd, Cheektowaga, NY

- Phone: 684-0738 €

CHRISTMASBAZAAR

Sunday, Dec. 18 -12:00 PM —7:00 PM
Theme Baskets, Raffles, Varenyky/Perogi
Ethnic Christmas Cards, Religiousitems
Free Parking and Admission
Also: Varenyky/Perogi Sales,
Wed., Dec. 21, 2011 - 2 PM to 7 PM



3 papia "Muaoceppnnr Gamapanuu"

MpopoBx Haworo X1TTA M1 cTapaemocs 36a-
rayyBaTu cebe pisbHUMM cnocobamu, 3abe3ne-
YyyBaTMCS Ha MaOYTHE i Lie BCe 0YEBUAHO €
pobpe i kopucHe i Borosi BrogHe. Ha Te ogep-
Kanu M1 TanaHTy, Woo ix BUKOPMCTOBYBATH, HA
Te Focnoab AaB cuny, WO MOrTU BUTPUMATH i
nacky oo He 3anoMaTnCA Ha HawWin XUTTEBIN
A0po3i.

| baraTiTu maTepisnsHuMK gobpamm € fobpe i
pO3BMBaTU CBOE 3HAHHA € NOTPIOHe, i pocTn B
0Yax iHIWMKX € Yy NOPATKY, OCKiNbKN MU BMiEMO
Oararitu, i po3suBatucs, i poctu. Bee wo noci-
[AAEMO NOBUHHI MM BUKOPUCTOBYBaTM Ha NOTpe-
ou iHwwmx. MomHoxyBaTh FocnoaHi aapy ue €
HawuM 060B’A3KOM, AOPYYEHNUM HAM CaMUM
lFocnogom Icycom Xpucrom.

Hanbinbla Hawa TpyAHICTb NeXUTb Yy TOMY,
Lo MM AyMaEMO, Lo Lii Aapu, ki M1 ogepxkany,
€ BUKNIKOYHO ANA Hac, i WO MW 3 HAMU MOXEMO
pOGUTM LLIO XOUYEMO, i LLIO HALLOK 3aCNYroH €,
AKWO M1 NPUAGANM WOCb BUKOPUCTOBYHOYM iX.

3apgapmo Mu oaepxanu i 3agapmo Tpeba Ham
ix po3paBatu. Kaxe 6o Csatui anocton Masno
y nepwomy nocnaHHi go Tumotesn: “Mu 60 He
NPUHECIIN Ha CBIT HiYOro, Ta i BUHUCTU HiYoro
He MoxeMo.” (I Tum. 6,7) a B HUHiLIHOMY noC-
naxHi go EdecaH (5,10) Tak BUCNOBNIOETLCA:
“lllykanTe nunbHO TOro, Wo Mocnoaesi nogo-
Oaetbea.”

Konun cnoBHOEMO BOSO BO)Ky B HAWWOMY XWUT-

Ti, MM € Ha goOpin gopo3i, TaKUM CNOCOOOM MK
WyKaeMo Ik Ham nogobatnca Tomy Lo Ham Bce
Aas. Lle wo maemo cnyxuTb WwWoo A0 iHWKUX He
NPUATA NOPOXXKHUMM pyKamu, 60 Y NPOTUBHOMY
i nepen borom Ha Woro cyni 39BUMocS 6e3 Hi-
yoro. Mu 6ygemo nociaatu ue wo posaanu, a
Lie wo 3aTpumanu ans cebe, nponage, i Hikomy
HIiSIKOI KOPUCTU He NpUHece.

Mu nro6umo xyputucs codoto, Wwo To 3 HamMm
Oypne Konu cTapicTb npuiiae i xBopoba i XT 3Hae
Lo, HemoB Ou He 6yno ocnofa Hag Hamw.

Y eBaHrenii 26-oi Hepini 4ynu Mu npo 6ara-
ya, KoMy aobpe 3apoauna HuBa. Mepea TUM
HaneBHO BiH XypUBCS, a Lo byae Konu He
Oyne Bpoxalo, ik BiH NpoXxuBe, a Tenep Bpo-
XaW €, i 3AaETbCA, HeMa XOAHOI NPUYMHM XY~
putucs. Ta BOHO He Tak. XXypba Hikonu Hac He
nokugae. LLlocb ocsarHynu - we 6inbLue npar-
Hemo. Wocb Ham gaHo - iHwWwe wWwe wykaemo. |
TaK 6e3 KiHuS...

Womy notpi6Ho 36yaysatu binbLwi cTogony,
o6 3abe3neynTn No3bmpaHmii ypoxau, a
TOAI WoOWHO 3mMoXe cka3aTu: "CnoyuBan, gy-
we Mo, 60 Maew G6araTo Ha 6araTo poki.. Ix,
nui i Becenuca." Mpu Tomy BCboMy, BiH 30B-
cim He aymae npo bora, npo Toro, wo nomy
Bce AaB. HacnpaBai HeMa B HbOro BAAYHOCTH
3a ofepxaHe, 60 Ha MOro AyMKy TO BiH 3acisiB
i 06pobnAB — TO Lie BCe WOro 3acnyra, Wo Tak
rapHo 3apoguna HuBa. | B nnsHax cBOiX BiH
He aymae npo locnoga. | wo x craetbes. Lle
TOI CaMol HOYi NOKNUKaHO KOro Ha CyA, Ha
AKUN BiH NiOB 3 NOPOXHMUMU pyKamm, a 3 TO-
ro, Wo BiH NpuabaB, XTOChb Apyrui Tenep Ko-
pucTae, xou4a i He TPYAMBCS.

A o iHworo Mmir BiH 3po6utn? Mir, oueBua-
HO nogymatu npo ue, wob 3 iHwumu noginu-
THCA, WO6 AONOMOrTH, WOO Yy TakuM cnocid
MaTy LWOCb Ha AOPOrY A0 BiYHOCTH.

Y cBoil npuTyi cborogHi Xpuctoc Haragye
HaM, WO CPaBXHi HaWKpaLLi Aapy NpUxoanTb
3 BucoTu Big OTuA CBiTNA, AKMA NOCTINHO HAM
OCBITNIOE AOPOry i AA€ HAM MOXNUBICTb 3pO-
OMTH Woch 3 TUMK gapamu. | Konu mu iX BUKO-
pucTaemMo Tinbku gna cebe, To No4YyeMo Ti ca-
mi cnoBa: "6e3ymHun! Lliei x Houi gywy TBOKO
3axapacThb, a Te, Wo TH 3ibpa., komy byae?

Po3ymitouu Le, He cnif WyKaTh HaMm pato,
YM TO 3€MHOrO, Y1 HeBeCHOro, ane WwykKaTu
Bora BigBiYHOro, a Konu xutumemo B bosi, To
cnpaBXHi pa Oyade foBkona Hac i B Hawomy
cepui i M1 6yaemMo Noro y4acHuKamm cnorns-
patoumn bora nuuem y nuue.

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER! December 11, 2011

Dear ,

(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

Besides whatever it is | have on my mind
when | begin to write to you, | always try to up-
date you on any news from around here, or
throughout the eparchy, or sometimes even
around the world. Often the news, from around
here especially, is to tell you of the passing of
someone and our prayer of “Vichnaja Pamjat-
Eternal Memory.” Today is Wednesday, Decem-
ber 7, 2011 and we indeed pray those holy
words once again, this time for the more than
two thousand four hundred people who died 70
years ago this day when the Japanese forces
attacked Pearl Harbor. From my teachers, my
reading and especially from hearing family
members recall that life-changing day of De-
cember 7t in 1941, | can only imagine some of
the horror, fear and gut wrenching feelings that
swept our beloved country that day.

For those of us who can remember, | know
many of those same feelings were ours on the
day President Kennedy died in Dallas, and
again with the attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter on ‘Nine-eleven’. But, unless you were there,
| don’t think any of us can really fully under-
stand what it was truly like that day when World
War Il began here in the USA and as the world
changed forever, right before the very eyes of
all the citizens.

The calm, beautiful, typical pre-Christmas
Sunday turned into a day of fear and trembling;
a day of heroic response and a day of simply
wondering, “What’s next?” The bus and train
stations became clogged with travelers. Sol-
diers were called back from leave. Officers were
rushing back to man their posts. Flags were fly-

ing immediately and young men were off to the
recruiting stations. War had come, and there
would not be another peaceful day in the entire
world for over 1345 days.

My Uncle Ted (Mom'’s brother), still a teen-
ager of 18 looking forward to his 19t birthday
on December 24, was stationed at Fort Shafter
there on Oahu. Actually of all the military bases
on the island, it was the best place to be at the
worst time as the Japanese were more con-
cerned about other targets, leaving Shafter with
little damage and no loss of life. Uncle Ted sur-
vived the war and came home to raise a family
and become one of the world’s greatest car-
penters. He also was a pillar of the church in
Middleport where he was “Palomar” for many
years as well as trustee. | served all through
high school and he would “be in the back” with
us helping us with the charcoal, candles and
timing of the rubrics as we assisted at the Lit-
urgy. He never could pick a sports team
though. He always thought the Phillies or Ea-
gles could win a World Series or a Super Bowl.
©0O

| remember my Baba and others in the family
telling us how awful that Sunday was for them
because they had no idea whether he was alive
or dead. They knew he was there in Hawaii, and
that was it. For sure, it was a joyful day two
weeks later when they learned he was ok!

So today we indeed join our prayers with all
those throughout the world who are praying for
the souls lost that day, especially to those to
whom Death came so unexpectedly that early
morning. To Uncle Ted, to all the WW Il vets,
and all who served in that war we say, “Thank
you for your service. In the time following that
awful war, we have had the greatest country
because of who you were, what you did, and
who you are: THE GREATEST GENERATION!!
We thank you, we pray for you, we salute you!



(And | hope that any young people who might
not know what I’'m talking about would go on

their computers and learn about December 7,
1941)

One more prayer for a departed soul, and that
is for Andy Rooney, known for his work on the
60 Minutes television program. Andy died last
month on November 4, and I've wanted to men-
tion him since that time, but have not had the
space. So we pray Vichnaja Pamjat-Eternal
Memory for this man who touched so many
lives by writing about life: the big things, the lit-

tle things, the absurd things the coo-coo things.

| know I’'m no where near the writer or thinker
he was, but I've often thought of your letter as
being kind of “Andy Rooney.” He used to say
that he probably never said anything that the
viewers hadn’t already said or thought. | think
often your letters are like that. | tell you about
the good, the bad and the ugly around us and |
know you already know most of it, and | know
you often nod your head in agreement. Andy
said he simply commented on life. | like to think
of your letter like that. We just talk about
life...but for us it's not only about life, but about
LIFE. We look at the things around us, knowing
that our God is with us, and it is HE Who is the
Way the Truth and the Life. Mr. Rooney’s es-
says often ended without any answer to the
problem or difficulty. | hope you can always see
in your letter, no matter what it is I'm telling you
about, that their truly is an answer to every-
thing, and that is the fact that our God is in
charge and He love us, is with us and wants us
to be with Him. Knowing that, a lot of this world
and its worries simply do not matter. Knowing
that, a lot of this world is very important and
demands that we stand up and have courage
and live only for our God and King.

Have you noticed it's almost Christmas? Oh
yeah, the cards are coming, the cookies are be-
ing baked and homes are being decorated.

There is one other thing that tells us that
Christmas is right around the corner. Yep, |
saw my first “Chia Pet” commercial the other
day. We still have some time before the Big
Day though. Yep, | still haven’t seen the
commercial for The Clapper. You know that
silly commercial right? “Clap on! Clap off!” |
told you we talk about ‘Andy Rooney’ stuff
here! © ©

As | walked through the kitchen a minute
ago, | heard the weather forecast on the radio.
Happy Winter Appalachians, PA, NJ, eastern
NY! Looks like your first one is on the way.
We’re not being smug here in western NY be-
cause we also are being told to “batten down
the hatches” for Friday December 9 when we
will receive our first dose of winter in the form
of a Lake Effect event. Oh yeah, ‘Happy Win-
ter.’

| know this time of the Nativity of our Lord
is a bittersweet time for so many among us.
There is always the sadness of iliness, loneli-
ness, broken hearts and families.

Let us remember each other and pray for
each other as we walk down the memory lane
of Christmas 2011. As | said above, it is only
in the Lord Jesus that the meaning of our life
and suffering has meaning. He calls us to
come to Him. | pray that His light will shine in
your hearts wherever you are and in whatever
circumstance you find yourself during these
beautiful days. And I hope and pray that they
indeed can be beautiful days in His Love, no
matter how heavy your cross is.

Gotta get going....Have a beautiful week
and God willing and the creek don't rise,
you'll get mail again next week. God bless
you and keep you and cause His face to shine
upon you! Most Holy Theotokos protect you!

In His Love,
Fr. Ray

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

Turning our thoughts to Bethlehem, let us lift
ourselves in spirit to contemplate the great Mys-
tery which will soon take place. Quite often there
is mention of the Genealogy of Christ, where ref-
erence is made of the various patriarchs, proph-
ets, and holy women of the Old Covenant, who
through their faith shall always remain shining
stars that we reflect upon this time of year. The
entire first chapter of the Gospel according to St.
Matthew traces back the genealogy of Christ ac-
cording to the flesh: “The genealogy of Christ, the
son of David, the son of Abraham...,” it continues
to mention all those who came before Christ”...

Every year, | like to take a pilgrimage to Fatima
Shrine in Lewiston, especially this time of year
when the Barnabite Fathers display their magnifi-
cent Festival of Lights at Fatima. The past six
years | have had the great pleasure of sharing
these precious moments with my son, John Paul,
and let me tell you, children make the journey into
Christmas that much more special and meaning-
ful, because of their innocence and wide eyed an-
ticipation. They remind us of our own inner child,
and help to remove the distractions we have as
adults - just long enough for us to focus even
more on the child of Christ and the ‘reason for the
season’. If you have never made a journey to
Fatima Shrine, I highly recommend this time of
year, because the lights and the beautiful nativity
scene add to the splendor of our Lord’s birth, and
rarely can | walk away from Fatima without a tear
in my eye, moved so deeply by the images and
revelations of our Lord coming into this world.
We sometimes forget the manger, the humble
birth, and the gift of salvation that came with the
first cry of an infant child that echoed from a sta-
ble more than two thousand years ago. One of
the many beautiful displays at Fatima that has al-
ways intrigued me over the years is called the
Tree of Jessie. It is a display of lights that depicts
key patriarchs in the linage of Christ from the
start of our creation to the moment of His birth.
The Jessie Tree always reminds me of the first

Chapter of St. Matthew, because it paints with
images, the words we read in the genealogy of
Christ, and it is beautifully displayed right near
the entrance into the Holy Shrine. My son spot-
ted the Jessie Tree last year; | was pleased to see
his own intrigue at the discovery of how we are
all connected to Christ. He also touched every
bead of the rosary that surrounds the central
pond at Fatima, to the very end where he even
held the hand of Christ on the cross. A very so-
bering thought to keep in mind, while we cele-
brate the birth of our Lord and consider why He
came into this world. My son and | walked down
the aisles of stone statues depicting the Saints,
who remind us what it truly means to be holy and
pleasing to the Lord...

As we approach Christmas day, hopefully with
wide-eyed anticipation and wonder at the miracle
of the Christ child being born into the world; our
duty as children before a loving God is to find the
lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to
shelter the homeless, to clothe the naked, to re-
build the nations, to welcome Christ into the
hearts of all our brothers and sisters. And while
we are out shopping for those perfect gifts, put-
ting tinsel on our trees, baking cookies and send-
ing out Christmas cards - let us never lose sight
of the precious gift that God has given to each of
us. Jesus is the reason for the glory of this sea-
son, and | hope that we will all remember to take
a moment to put the real meaning of Christmas
into perspective. Think of the babe bornin a
manger and picture the star that guided the wise
men. Remember the gift of salvation Jesus
brought into this world - because there lays the
real joy of Christmas Day. When the song of the
angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone,
when the wise men have journeyed home, when
the shepherds are back with their flocks, the work
of Christmas begins. And all this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had said through the
prophets: "The virgin will be with child and will
give birth to a son, and they will call him
Immanuel” which means, "God is with us."



