Ukrainian National Association Inc.
LifeInsurance, Coverddls & Annuities

Judie Hawryluk

Secretary Branch 360
Chair of Buffalo District
UNA, Inc.

79 Southridge Drive

West Seneca, NY 14224

Tel.: 716-674-5185
Branch360UNA@verizon.net

Our Church Web-Pagels:
http://www.stnbuffalo.com

Buffalo Community Web-Page | s:
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Please Support our Sponsors

1550
William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

Euro Delicatessen Store

1550

William Street
Buffalo, NY 14206

Tel.: 895-1404

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski

2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.busszkafuner alhomeinc.com

Wilhelmina E. & Janine Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko, Licensed Directors

Pietszak of
FUNERAL HOME
and Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home
806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, NY 1421(

(716) 852-4499
{—\v PHONE 893-1025

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, NY 14206

Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.
(ROLAND J. KUHN)

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors

UNDER THE PROTEGTION
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V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor & dean
Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamfor ddio.org
308 Fillmor e Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Confession: Before Liturgies

Cnosinb: Ilepen Cs. Jliryprismu
Baptism: By appointment

XpenieHHsi: 3a T0MOBJIEHHAM

Marriage: Contact 6 monthsin advance

Binuanusi: ToJsiocuTHCes 6 MicsAliB cKopIIe
Religion classes — Kasicu PeJirii

Saturday 11:45 AM — Cy6ora 11:45 p.

Ministry to the sick - Onika man xBopumu

Family members should call the Rectory
POIII/lHa IMOBUHHA HOBiIIOMl/ITl/I CBAIICHUKA

INEMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME

B pa3i norpedu 3aBKIM MOKHA 3aKJIHKATH

CB. MuxkoJiaii — St. Nicholas
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE
MOP’SAJIOK CB. JITYPI'II

Dec. 18: S. Bef. Christmas — Ilepen Pizns.
27 H. o 3ica. Ce’saroro yxa (FOx.) m
ITPA3HMWK-FEASTDAY

12:00 PM 3a ITapoxisan — For Parishioners
Mon., Dec. 19 — Ilon., 19 I'pynns

10:00 AM +Codis I'pera (Mapis Manansx)
Tue., Dec. 20 — BiBTopok, 20 I'pyans

9:30 AM +Poman, Muxaiino i Karepuna

Hponko (JIrob6a)

Wed., Dec. 21 — Cepena, 21 I'pynns

8:15 AM +Karepuna Cramkis (Lisiecki Fam)

3auvarTa Auam (Hen. 3au.) (fOn.)
Thu., Dec. 22 — Yer., 22 I'pyauns
10:00 AM 3a ITapoxisia — For Parishioners
Fri., Dec. 23 — I’s1T., 23 I'pyans
8:15 AM 3a3a. Opuci [lepeiima (poauHa)
CHRISTMAS EVE -- CB’ITUIA BEYIP
Sat., Dec. 24 — Cy0ora, 24 I'pyaus
9:30 AM 3a ycix XBOpHUX i HeMiYHHX

For all sick and disabled
4:15 PM Great Vespers — Bej. Beuipus
(000N \VIlIGreat Compl. & ChristmasLit.
Ben. I[loBeueps i Pizas. Jlitypris

Dec. 25: CHRISTMAS - PI3JIBO
Henias Ipaoruis  (f0x.) E

10:00 AM +Ilerpo, IBanna i Bornan Xomu
(p. lycaniBcbKHX)

0Ol VI -+M etr. Joseph Shmondiuk

Eternal Light burnsfor
All sick and suffering
Biune cBiTs10 B yects IIJIM
I'opurts 3a Beix IlapoxisH

In the Beginning . . .(cont.)

(w. 39) Chrisnow weighs between 5 and 9
pounds. The average size baby is7 pounds. It's
really crowded in hereand it’svery hard to
move. The umbilical cord doesn’t have any
nerve endings (this meansthat neither mom nor
Chriswill feel any pain when it iscut!) and is
about 20 incheslong and about ¥2inch thick.
The good newsfor mom isit’seasier to breathe
because the baby is moving down. The bad news
ismom may be running to the bathroom every
two minutes.

“Then God, who had specially chosen me while

| was still in my mother’swomb...” Gal. 1:15

MPOILA JIO JIIOPY I CB. 3EMJII
(6-19 TPABHSI, 2012)

* % %

PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDS &
THE HOLY LAND (MAY 6-19, 2012)
For moreinfo call:

(519) 536-6778
Or write
Fr. Eutimy Wolinski
Box 20118
Woodstock, ON Canada N4S 8X8

We prepared the envelopes for the 2012
calendar year. If any changes need to be
made, please let us know.

* %k *

KoBepTkn npuroroBani. fIkimio He maeTe
KOBEPTH, a XOTLIK 0 MaTH, a00 moTpidHA
sika HeOyAb 3MiHA MPOCHMO MOA3BOHUTH
a0o Bucjaatu E-maiin Ha:

stnbuffalo@yahoo.com

Those who celebrate Christmas next Sun-
day please take prosphora bread courtesy
of fr. Ray Palko. (Thank you, Fr. Ray!)

* ok ok

Ti, wo cBATKyOTL Pi3gBo 3a HOBUM,
npocumo B3ATU npocdopy. [iakyemo,
ot4ye PomaHe, 3a BUroToBneHHs xniouis!

St Joseph School For Boys
Bookstore

Ronda Doucette
574 333-3420

Specializing in Eastern Christian Gifts and Books
www.easterngiftshop.com

saintjoseph@roadrunner.com

There is still space for your ad.
Maemo micue ana Baworo oroAoLeHHSA

DNIPRO %g JTHIIIPO

Ukrainian Cultural Center
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476

www. UKkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Hall and bar rentals are available.
See your old friends on Friday night.

Help rebuild our Ukrainian Home.

Please Contribute to the

$100,000 Building Fund.
Donations are tax deductible.

EURO DEL AND GIFTS

4166 Union Road 2321 Millersport Hwy
(Airport Plaza) (Getzville Plaza)
Cheektowaga, NY 14225 Amherst, NY 14068
Tel. 716-630-0131 Fax 716-630-0133 tel. 716-688-1495

R

CeppaeyHa noasika ycim cnoHsopam!
NMpocumo ix nigTpumaTu!

Ukrainian Home Dnipro

Federal Credit Union
562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY 14204
(716) 847-6655 (716) 847-6988
info@uhdfcu.com

“The credit union

with a heart”

: Free checking
Competitive rateson CD’sand savings account
Low ratesfor Visa Credit cards
ATM Visa Debit cards
Direct Deposit and Online Banking
IRA Traditional and Roth accounts
Free Life Insurance (somerestrictions apply)
Wefinancially support Ukrainian causes

Ceiu o Ceozo ITo Ceoe

Join now and become a member of our
Ukrainian Credit Union Family!

Please support our sponsors!
JAKYEMO — THANK YOU!

The Colonial Memorial Chapels, Inc.
of Ukrainian Heritage, Serving Western N.Y.

Simon Pasnik & Matthew Pasnik
3003 South Park Avenue
L ackawanna, New York 14218
(716) 824-3007

Melvin J. SLIWINSKI
FUNERAL HOME
85 George Urban Boulevard
Cheektowaga, N. Y. 14225
5090 Transit Rd, Depew, NY 14043

(716) 894-1772
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UPCOMING
CHURCH

EVENTS
IIpocuMo 3BEepHYTH

Sunday Coffee Hours: If any onewould like
to volunteer to host a Sunday, please contact
Elaine, Dora, Emily, Mary (B.) or Anna.

o KITCHEN —isopen Fridays11 AM - 3PM.
Thank you for your help and patr onage.

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after
Liturgy in Church Hall. Pleasejoin us!

FEASTDAY DINNER - Dec 18

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPK. BIGHHUK Buaaerncs THKHEBO
Indopmanii monaBaTH 10 YeTBEpra Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS
UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH
YKPATHGLKA KATOAHUIILKA IEPKBA
GBATOI'O MHEKOAAA
(ITIA OTITKOIO MPEYHGTOR
AIRH MAPTI OAITTITPI)

TOP'SGIFT CARDS:
for our Church

Q%AS'

Top’sGift Cardsfrom us. If you buy in

Topsanyway, why not help. You do not lose

or gain anything by doing this, but our
Church will benefit greatly. Wereceive
back 5% of your spending. To take advan-
tage of thisprogram, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call therectory. Thank
you and God Bless!

Please note: Y ou can purchase gasoline
with thiscard at Tops Gasoline Station.

¥ Hac ycnimno npogawtbes Kaprouku 3
kpamunui "Tonc". Kynmyrouu ix Bu nomara-
ere nepkai. /lias Bac He poOuTh pizHnui yu
BH IVIATHJIM TPIllIMHM Y1 KAPTOYKOI0, aJie
nepkBa aicrane Bin ,,Tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000
uepkBa ogepxuthb $50. o 6 3akynuTn
cJia 3sepraTuca a0 n. Mapii boanap, a6o
o kaHueaspii. J[sskyemo! Takoxk MoxkHA
Hi€I0 KAPTOYKOI KynyBaTH O€H3UHY.

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLLO BH Y

AMHHLL ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 Aizkka!

KoJsm nisinyere naty Bamoro BiH4aHHs

YH XpeleHHs TO NPOCUMO IIOTOBOPUTH

3 MapoxoM, o0 moTiM He 0yJI0 HENmopo-
3yminHsA. Moske craTucs, 110 B el JeHb
O0yae HeMOKJIYBO BilOYTH 3a1JIsIHOBaHe.

* * %

If you are planning a Baptism or Wed-

ding, please contact Pastor about the
date before making other arrangements.

U Row MMW

Are you listening '""Good Samaritan"
Ukrainian Radio Program
on WJJL 1440 AM
Every Sunday at 2:00 PM?

Thanksfor donations!

* k %

Yu ciyxaeTe Hally pajgio nepegavy
«Mmuocepauunii Camap'ssHUH»
Henins, 2 ron. na WJJL 1440 AM?

Jsikyemo 3a nosxkepTeu!

We welcome all parishioners
and guests for the occasion of
our feast day of St. Nicholas!
HAPPY MANY YEARS!

BiTaemo ycix napoxisiH i npuxo-

aH 3 npasHukom CB. Mukonas

Mupnikincbkoro Yyaorsopus!
HA MHOTAA NITA!

OUR HOLY FATHER NICHOLAS
THE WONDER-WORKER, ARCH-
BISHOP OF MYRA IN LYCIA

A native of Lycia, he became a
monk at the New Sion monastery.
When his parents died, he gave his
entire inheritance to the poor.
Ordained a priest in Patara, he was
famous for his almsgiving. He was
chosen as archbishop of Myra, and
was a model shepherd in his care
for the people of his flock. He was
present at the First Ecumenical
Council (Nicea, 325). Full of years,
he entered into rest. (343)

We welcome all deanery priests
who came to concelebrate the
Divine Liturgy at our Feast Day
(“Praznyk”) . May the Lord bless
you and your Families!

Thank you, fr. Andriy, for your
homily today. Our sympathy to
you in the occasion of the pass-
ing into Eternal Life of your be-
loved Mother Yaroslava.

Saint Nicholas

All that love Saint Nicholas

All that serve Saint Nicholas

For these Saint Nicholas
Comestother aid in all thelr needs
Saint Nicholas! Saint Nicholas!

All that cometo him

All thoseon land and sea

He protects from disasters

He keepsthem from falling into sin
Saint Nicholas! Saint Nicholas!

All that cometo him

Asking for aid in their needs
Hewill protect from evil
Hewill savetheir soul and body
Saint Nicholas! Saint Nicholas!

Hisimageisour salvation

And the one protection from evil
Don't allow usto needlessly perish or
Fall into the hands of our enemies
Saint Nicholas! Saint Nicholas!

(Literal translation of the Ukrainian words.)


http://stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.topsmarkets.com/
http://stnbuffalo.com/
http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/glossary/#term140

, CHUIKA
/ YKPAIHCBKOI
MOJIOAI B AMEPHIII

OCEPEJIOK
IM. JIECI YKPATHKHA
B BO®DAJIO

UKRAINIAN YOUTH

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
562 Genesee Street, Buffalo, NY 14204

NOBIJOMJEHHA

48-111 3ATAJIBHI 350PU CYM
im. IECI YKPAIHKH B BO®AJIO,
BIABYAYTCS

B HEJILJIIO, 18-oro I'PYJIHSI, 3:30 Beu.
B YKPAIHCBKOMY JIOMI «/IHIIIPO»,
npu 562 JUKEHECI Bya. BO®AJIO, H. 1.
ITPOCHUMO O BAIITY IPUCYTHICTb

HA 3BOPAX. JSIKYEMO!

YIIPABA OCEPEJKY CYM

Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orth. Ch.
200 Como Park Blvd
Cheektowaga, NY 14227
Phone 684-0738

CHRISTMAS
BAZAAR

Sunday, December 18, 2011

A new supply of Christmas cards is
available for purchase in the church

hall. The cost is $1.00 per card. 12pmto 7 pm
Maemo HOBI pi3ABSAHI KapTKM Theme Baskets
Yy LepKOBHin 3ani. IxHsa uiHa — $1. Raffles
PLEASE PICK UP Varenyky/Per og

YOUR ENVELOPES!

* k% %

IMPOCUMO 3ABPATH
KOBEPTKMU!

Eat-in and Take-outs
Ethnic Christmas Cards
Religious Items

Free Parking and Admission

Cell Phones - Mooianui Teaedouu:

Pleaseturn off or silenceyour cell phone

before entering the church. Thank you! Var endV/Per OC]i Sales:

- U Wednesday, December 21, 2011
POCHMMO BUJIYYYBaTH Balll MOOLILHI TeJ1e-
2pmto 7 pm

¢onn, miguac Ca. Jliryprii. [saKyemo!

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

“Special Appeal”
IMO Thomas Hluchyj
Anna & Michael Holowaty - $100.00

IMO Daria Wojtowych
Onufrij & Halyna Biloholowskyj - $25.00

Donations Towards Coffee Hour (to Bene-
fitsYearly Communication Assessment Feg)
Eva Kowtalo

Thank You

ABOUT CHURCH ENVELOPES

AND CHRISTMAS:
2012 Church Envelopes arein the back of
the church. Please remember: the cost per
box this year is $6.13. If you did not receive
abox of envelopes and would like to use the
envel opes during the upcoming year, please
notify the Parish Office, (Fr Marijan, Elaine).
Also: if you are celebrating Christmas on the
Gregorian (New) Calendar, the CHRIST -
MASENVELOPE ISFOUND AT THE
FRONT OF THE BOX. Pleaseuse 2011’'s
envelope for CHRISTMAS 2011. If you are
celebrating Christmas on the Julian (Old)
Caendar, please use the CHRISTMAS 2012
found at the beginning of your new 2012
box of envelopes. We ask this becausein
most cases the number you had in 2011 is
not the same as the number you havein
2012, and this may cause your donation to
be entered incorrectly into the computer
since most parishioners do not put names on
their envelopes. PLEASE! DO NOT USE
THE 2012 BOX OF ENVELOPES, OR
PUT THEM IN THE COLLECTION
BASKET UNTIL JAN., 2012.

Thank You,

Elaine

To All Visitors, Friends

And Parishioners:

Welcometo our Ukrainian Catho. parish
of Saint Nicholas. Make your self at home.

Every married couple or single person
over 18 yearsold should beregistered with
the parish. Your donationsto support our
parish indicate your willingnessto be a
member of St. Nicholas Parish. In other
wor ds, to be considered a member of this
parish attendance and support is strongly
recommended. We use the system of envel-
ops. In the case you decide not to use enve-
lopes, you can choose other method of sup-
porting the parish, but your support is ap-
preciated and much needed. May good
Lord blessyou all!

* % %

Bitaemo 10 namoi i Bamoi llepksu Cs.
O1usa Hamoro MukoJiasi. JIBepi 3aB:kau
Biakpuri. ['ocnoaniii AiM € HamIUIM 10MOM.
Xaii I'ocnoap 6s1arociaoButsh ycix! [oapy:k-
K i camiTHi ocoOu monaja 18 pokiB MOKYTH
3apericrpyBatucs. SIkio Bu He 0a:xaere
B’KMBATH CHCTEMY KOBepPT, Oy1b JacKa
AaiiTe HaMm Baii ajgpecH i Tejiegonu, 100
MOI'TH 3 BaAMHA CKOHTAKTYBAaTHUCA 110 MOTPE-
0i. Bami 7aTkM NnpocuMo BJIOKUTH Y KO-
BepTy i Hanucatu Bame iM’s1, 60 B npoTuB-
HoMmy Bamii nmoxxepTBu O0yayTh aHOHIMHMMH

Please say a prayer for the vocation!

* k %

IIpocumo nmomosuTHCH
32 CBAICHUYI MOKJIUKAHHA!

Please Remember
Our Churchin Your Will!

* Kk %
IMam'sitaiimo npo Pigny LlepkBy
Ta Npo ii MaHOyTHICTB!




3 papia "Muaoceppnnr Gamapanuu"

He yekatoum npoxaHb, cBATUTENL Mukonai
CaM PO3LLYKYBaB HYXOEHHUX JIIOLEN i AKLLO 3Ha-
XOAWMB 1X, TO 3aBXMN SABNSABCA TaMm 3 NOMiYYt0. BiH
CKPWBABCS B HIYHI TULLI, YHUKaKO4M CBIAKIB i no-
XBan, Ta Leapot TAEMHOK MUNOCTUHE pAaTY-
BaB ntogeit. OgHoro pasy, konu ceaTUTeNb Muko-
nan nnuB MopeM i3 AnekcaHapii 4o €pycanumy,
o6 noknoHutucs Tam poby MocnogHboMy, no
[0pO03i CniTkana ix Benvka Bypsi, sika 3arpoxysa-
na cMepTto yciM, XT0 ByB Ha kopabni. MogopoXHi
CTanw LykaTi nomovi i, no6a4msLLK Mix coboto
ceaTuTens Mukonas, novany npocuTH 1oro, Lwob
BiH MOMOIMBCS 3a X YpATYyBaHHS Big 3arnbeni. |
cnpaegi — Yepes ioro MonuTBK Byps cTuxna |
cTpax ntoaen, wo 6ynu Ha kopabni, nepemiHnBcs
y pagictb. OTaK cuna MonuTBM BPATYBaNa X1TTS
MopennaBsLB.

CeaATnil Mukonai iIMeHyeTbCS «MpaBuUIiom Bi-
puy», 60 CBOK Bipy BiH MyXHbO 3aCBIf4MB Ha |
Bcenexcbkomy Cobopi, Lo Biabyscs B 325 poui
B Hikel, 4e piluyye BUCTYNWB NPOTU MKEBYEHHS
Apis. Tam e pasoMm i3 BEeIMKUMY YHNTENSMU 1
Boromyapummn Otusmu Cobopy ceatutens Muko-
nan ynoxws «CumBon Bipu» — 0Te NPaBumo Bi-
Py, SIKe MU CMiBAEMO Ha KOXHIM BorocrnyxiHHi.

Cesatnit Mukonai 6yB niognHOK BUCOKOT Y-
XOBHOI AOBEPLLEHOCTI, WO po3nMBasna AoBKona
cebe ocobnuBmin 3anax, KU NOLUMPIOBABCS Ha
CYYaCHMKIB | Ha AesKNX HallaKiB; Lie — BEeSIMKIN
yrogHuk Boxun, Lo npocisiB Kpaco CBATOCTI i,
noAaibHo 40 CTap03aBiTHLOrO NpaBeaHuka, bys —
K «paHiLLHA 3ipKka cepeq xmap, SK Micaub Y OHi
MOBHI, SIK COHLLE, LU0 CS€e Hag xpamoM BceuLw-
HbOrO, SIK panayra y BeNUYHUX XMapax, | HeHaye
MWPO KOLUTOBHE, LU0 BCiX 064apoBye naxoLiammy
(Cmpax 50, 6-8).

MoHag 17 cToniTb MUHYIIO 3 TOTO Yacy, Konm
XuB cBaTUM Mukonaw, ane BiH i HUHI 3anuLaeTb-
CS B CepLi KOXHOTO XPUCTUSIHUHA.

Y nepeknagi 3 rpeLbkol MOBM Ha HaLlly iM's
«Mukonan» 03Havae «nepemoxeLb HapoZisy. |
cnpasgi — ceaTM Mukonan fincHo nepema-
rae, npuBabntoe ntogen CBOIM CBATUM XUTTAM,
NoBHUM Munocepas i gobpa. bo xTo 6 He 3Bep-
TaBCS Y CBOEMY XWTTi 3 MOJIMTBOK A0 HBOTO,
TO 3aBXAM OAepKyBaB bnarogaTHy 4OMOMOrY i
CIOKiM.

Tak sik 8. Mukonait nomaras noTpebyrounm,
i M NMOBWHI Takcamo pobuTu.

Konu npuxoautb Haroga Aatu, SKLWO Y Hac
NPOCATb MUNOCTWHI, TO HIKOMW He Cnif JaBaty
B nocnixy. Yacamm noguHa binbLue BTILLMTLCS
[06pvM CIOBOM, YBarok, aHix Kiribka aonspa-
M. AKLLO XTO NpOCKTb XNib — nocTapanmocs
HarogyBaTw, SIKLLO ogar, ybpaTty . | Togi cnos-
HUMO XpUCTOBE CMOBO, LLO | HaM Byae ckaszaHe
Ha CtpawHiomy Cyay: "A 6yB ronogHui i u
MeHi ganw ictu, g 6yB CniparHeHWi i Hanoinu
MeHe, ByB Haruit i ogsarnmn". XT0 CyMHWA Yn
3a)XyPEeHUR, NOTILIMO, PO3BECENIM.

Konu xo4emo gonomortu, 3pobim HaBiTb
BinbLue, aHiX TOro NPocsTh, a Npu TOMy Nam's-
Tamo cnosa [ocnogHi: "Tv X, Konu aaeLw mu-
NOCTUHIO, HEXall TBOS fiBa pyKa He 3HaE, Lo
pobuTb TBOS Npasa..."

Hikonwu He cnig aaBaTu 3aans cebe camoro,
ab0 3aana MUNocTuHi, 60 B Takuin cnocio Mu
YCYHeMO XpucTa, Big TOro, 4oro BiH € oCHo-
BOW. Munocepas — nnig yncToro cepus, 3ae-
OsIKM IKOMY MU Bxe nobaynnu bora B Grivmk-
HbOMY. [loKu He No6aumMmMo — TO MU TifbKM Ti,
LLO LYKAKOTb NOXBanM, ane OCArHyBLUM i Mi3-
HaBLUK, TiNbKW TOAi CTAHEMO NpaBavBAMM J06-
POYMHLAMM, Ha 3pa3oko cB. Mukonas.

KutT4 Haworo natpoHa cB. Mukonas Mup-
nikincbkoro Yynoteopus skpas i € npuknagom
LMPOrO i NPaBAMBOrO MUIIOCEPAS, SKOTO HaM
cnig Hacnigysartv...

Cesatun Otye Mukonato, monu bora 3a Hac!

From the desk of Fr. Ray Palko

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!
GLORY FOREVER! December 18, 2011

Dear ,

(Your name here, for your very own personal letter)

OK folks, like they say, “it's all over but the shout-
ing.” This is your letter for the 18 of December, the
Sunday before Christmas. That means there’s one
more week of hustle and bustle, and scurrying to
and fro in order to get those last minute items for
the great celebration. By the way, did you get to
confession yet? Just askin’.....

| like how they say, “last minute shopping.” That's
true for most people unless you're a guy. For the
men shoppers, this last week before Christmas is
definitely only the signal to begin. What did that fa-
mous Navy admiral John Paul Jones say? “l have
not yet begun to fight.” So gentlemen, you've been
warned...it's time to move it and to head out to your
favorite store or mall and get that special someone
that special gift. Be forewarned though, these are
the days when there’s no such thing as an easy er-
rand or a quick trip to the store. There are certainly
a lot of cars, people and much longer lines for just
about anything.

For example, | ran out to mail a few letters
around 4pm today (Wednesday the 14t). All | had
to do was go to the mailbox outside our town hall,
which is about a mile from home and drop them in.
| arrived there just as the town employees were
leaving, the police were changing shift and the li-
brary was jam-packed. Not a big deal, just a lot
more cars and people than usual.

The other day | promised our little Emma that |
was going to buy her a balloon next time she came
to our house, so it was off to Southgate Plaza, a lit-
tle further down the road. Whoa! | knew | was out at
a busy time for traffic, but it didn’t take me long to
notice that | was driving into the Christmas spirit!
The plaza and stores were very busy! So anyone
shopping in the old traditional way, i.e. going to a

store instead of a computer, had better get ready
for a lot of company out there.

Our church in Niagara Falls is on Ferry Ave., a
street which is a direct conduit from the Rainbow
Bridge, one of the spans connecting the US and
Canada. You wouldn't  believe how many Cana-
dian cars come by every single day! Their dollar is
worth a few cents more than ours, and they tell me
they get far more for their money over here. | know
the merchants are happy, as well as our county
government, because the Canadian shoppers have
greatly increased the sales tax revenue! So it's
welcome Canadians!

Have you noticed how quickly it's been getting
dark lately? It is especially noticeable on a dark
and dreary day when it seems the sun has set
about 4:15 or 4:30pm. Hang in there because next
Thursday, December 22 is the first day of winter.
Oh yeah, we have the next 3 or 4 months of winter
ahead of us, but beginning next week the days will
be getting longer and longer each day. Now isn't
that a nice thought? Somehow the storm doesn’t
seem quite as bad when it's daytime. Yep, we
Christians are definitely people of Hope! As they
pray in the Roman Mass: “We wait in joyful hope
for the coming of our Savior.” Yep, we do!

I've begun to make extra prosphora for you to
have at your Holy Supper. One nice batch is al-
ready done and I'll probably do another tomorrow
to be sure we have enough for everyone. It really
gives me a great joy to know those special loaves
will become part of your beautiful family gathering
on Christmas Eve. By the way, if you took a
prosphora today, please know that you should put
it in the freezer until you need to use it. The bread
is made from flour, water, yeast and a pinch of salt,
all natural ingredients and no preservatives, so it is
not something you can keep out on the counter or
in the bread box.

The prosphora is the same bread we use for the
Liturgy, but at the Holy Supper it is used as a sym-
bol of Christ, the Lamb of God, the Baby of Bethle-



hem. After the opening prayer and the singing of
“Boh Predvichny-God Eternal” for the first time in
the new Christmas season, the elder of the house-
hold goes around the table, with the now cut up
prosphora dipped in honey, and greets each
son with that beautiful greeting,
Chyrstos Razhdaetsia! Slavite
Yeho! Christ is born! Glorify Him!
There is always a piece left at the
‘empty place” for those family
members who are no longer with
us. Beautiful custom! And then
comes the Kutia!

The preparing, cleaning and
decorating have begun in ear-
nest. Many churches have been
decorated and all is ready. Our
parish in “The Falls” will be doing
that this coming week. Many of
our parishes have been celebrat-
ing St. Nicholas day in some
fashion or another since Dec. 6 -
and that is usually an impetus for decoration.

This coming Sunday St. Nicholas, our mother
parish here in the city, will be celebrating their par-
ish feast day or praznyk. God willing and the creek
don't rise, I'll be there. | hope everyone got the
message that there will be only one Liturgy that
day. | always wonder how many people came to
the closed doors, not knowing, or forgetting that the
schedule had been changed. Ooops! ®

I've been really enjoying getting Christmas cards
from one and all. Family and friends send them and
they are always kind of expected, and certainly
most welcome. Then we get the yearly ones which
are always fun, and a good thing to receive, as they
allow us to reconnect and renew friendships. | es-
pecially love to receive a card from someone whom
| never thought would send one, or from a long lost
friend of yesteryear. Those cards are really special
and “make it Christmas.”

One day last week | told the mailman that | felt
like Charlie Brown on Valentine’s Day because
he actually came without even one card! How
awfull “It's Christmas, where are my cards!”

Then | got to wondering...how many people there

must be who are alone and
. don’t get many, or any, cards.
So | started to check my mem-
ory and addresses to see if
there was anyone | could get a
card to like that. Maybe you
! have some of those forgotten
. friends, relatives or acquaintan-
% ces. Everybody needs to get a
Christmas card!

This Sunday our gospel read-
ing is of the genealogy of Jesus
right up to His birth. We often
call this reading “the Sunday of
the names” when the long ex-
pectation of the Messiah is ful-
filled. The Roman Catholics will

read the gospel account of the Annunciation to

bring to mind the fulfillment of that great an-
nouncement by the Archangel Gabriel nine
months earlier. Commenting on that reading, Fr.
Tom of Queen of Heaven parish writes in his bul-
letin: “Question-What do you call a family which
began with an unmarried pregnant teen and had
a 12 year old son run away from home and was
executed as a criminal? Answer- HOLY! We
have two lessons in that account- 1. No matter
what is going on in your family or in your life “The
Lord is with you.” 2. “Do not be afraid for nothing
is impossible with God.”

My dear one, pray, fast and care for the poor
for our Lord is coming soon. Make ready His
way! God bless you and cause His face to shine
upon you. May our Holy Lady the Theotokos pro-
tect you! MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!!

In His Love,
Fr. Ray

From " Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio pr.

During this time of Advent, we celebrate the
feasts of Saints whose services to the Church are
outstanding. For example, the apostle St. Andrew,
or St. John of Damascus, the great Syrian doctor,
or St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan. But one could say
that none of the saints of Advent hold as high a
place in popular devotion as does St. Nicholas.
Even today, St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Parish
here in Buffalo joyously celebrates its feast day.
For among the various feasts of the Saints whose
memory we commemorate during the Church Year,
St. Nicholas merits special consideration. The
Church itself surrounds his feast with a special so-
lemnity. And meanwhile, we know almost nothing
about him. The incidents of his life for which he is
best known do not belong to history but rather to
legend. The legends attached to the name of
Nicholas always represent him as engaged in
bringing help to some urgent case of human dis-
tress. This ‘saintly life’ which cannot pretend to be
historical, expresses an ideal of charity. However,
this legend, this veneration, this figure for children
and adults alike, has great spiritual meaning as
well. A large number of miracles are attributed to
St. Nicholas as well as striking acts of charity.

St. Nicholas is a living symbol of our Saviors love
and mercy toward mankind. From the earliest
times our Holy Father, St. Nicholas, enjoyed great
veneration and universal respect among our peo-
ple. Not a single home in our native land of
Ukraine was without an icon of St. Nicholas, and
his icon is almost always seen among the icons on
the iconostases of our Churches. Our people ven-
erate him as though he were a native Saint. Al-
though many centuries have passed since his
death, because of his works of charity and merciful
generosity, he continues to live on in the hearts of
millions of people. Every year on his feast day, his
love of neighbor continues to live symbolically
throughout the world, as thousands upon thou-
sands of children receive gifts in his name. In the

hymn of praise on his feast day we sing: “We
praise you, O bishop of Christ, Nicholas, and we
venerate your memory, for you pray for us to Christ
our God”. The secret of his great and continuous
following, among all the Christian nations, lies in
the fact that he has become a symbol of sacrificial
love, compassion, and mercy. This is attested by
the history of his popular devotion, our Church ser-
vices, and the fervent veneration of his icons.

There are a great number of legends telling us
about the life of this pious man who noticed when-
ever a human being was in distress and tried to
help wherever he could. He was a special friend of
children and young people. In the Cathedral
Church of St. Sophia in Kiev, there is an icon of St.
Nicholas, so called, “the Wet”. This icon became
famous in the eleventh century because of a spe-
cial miracle. A man with his wife and small son
were returning from a feast day celebration, on
their way back to Kiev, traveling along the Dnipro
River by boat. Suddenly a storm broke out and the
boy fell out of the boat into the great river. Several
days later, they found him alive and healthy,
merely wet from the water, and at his feet rested
this icon of St. Nicholas. The icon henceforth re-
ceived its name from this incident. There are sev-
eral other legends about St. Nicholas. He once
gave back to an elderly woman the full use of her
crippled arm. St. Nicholas once saved three gen-
erals who had unjustly been thrown into prison and
were awaiting execution. There is also a legend
that the bishop of Myra helped a family with three
daughters. They were so poor that their father was
about to sell them to a landlord to save them from
starving to death. Nicholas heard of their need and
decided to help them. He took three bags filled
with gold and threw them through a window into
their living room. Our Holy Father Nicholas gives
us beautiful examples of a living, active, and sacri-
ficial love of God and neighbor. His love for
neighbor is universal, all embracing, and ready to
assist in every necessity...



