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GHURGH BULLETIN

December 27 — 2015 — 27 I'pyanus
IEPKOBHHUN BICHHUK

Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Lacnusoro Hosoro Poky!

Saint Nicholas g A ; - == _
Feastday Dinner, i 5 N , e, Bitaemo Bac 3 HOBHM poKoM Ta

At Hriczko Post, I = > Pizaeom XpucToBuM!
December 20, 2015 + )

Bazxaemo Bam:

' B Hoguii pik, B PizaBo XpucrtoBe
/. | OyapTe paaicHi, maHoBe!
= 2 Xai 1o Bamoi ocesi KOIAIKH

7 NPUIHIYTE BECEI,
0 Byzne macts i 310poB's, B cripaBax
1 Iaz, KoMopa IIOBHA,
A Ha BallIoMy CTOJI1 — MaJIAHHI

5 3artanHi.

11106 Bu Hac He 3a0yBaiIH, 3 HAMH

3aBJKJH CIIpaBy MaJlH,
MW Xait 3aB’KJIH NIACTHTH 1 BCIOJIH, 3
BaMH XaH 1oOpoOyT Oyae!




GHURGH BULLETIN
Decemer 27 — PAUK] — 27 I'pyans

IEPKOBHHUM BIGHUK -

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

4:30 PM For the Mercy of the Lord
3a boxe Munoceppas

1T Saint Nicholas Church
HepxBa CB. Muko.Jias
7= (Iix Omnixoro I1.JI.M.)

HOP’SII[OK CB. JITYPI'1A

27 'pypHsa: Hegins MpaoTtuis

Saint Stephen - CB. CtenaH lNepBomy4eHuK
Dec. 27, S. After Christmas — H. Mo Pi3aB.i

10:00 p. Katepuna JlexHoBcbKa (AiTH)
90-nitta — MHOIAA NITA!

12:00 PM For Parishioners - 3a lNapoxisH
Monday, December 28 'pyaHs, MoHeainok

Tuesday, December 29 NpyaHs, BisTopok

Wednesday, December 30 pyaHs, Cepena
9:00 AM +Sophia Sudyn (Betty Kitt)
Thursday, December 31 I'pyauns, Yetsep
9:00 AM +Maria Bumbar - 1 year (Family)

3 Ciyns: Heginga OTuiB

Ukrainian Treasures & More

Judie Hawnryluk
79 Southridge Dr

716-674-5185

Ukrainian Eggs, Jewelry & Embroidery
photos on facebook.com

West Seneca NY 14224

jahawryluk@gmail.com

Nick Hurmak

(716) 316- 2540

112 DULAWARE STREET
TONAWAND: \\\llt‘

FAX: {716)

WWW.. redstarautomotlve.com

St. Basil the Great — New Year 2016
Cs. Bacuniu Ben. - HoBu# Pik 2016

Friday, January 1 Ciuns, [1’'aTHMuA

10:00 AM St. Basil the Great — Cs. Bacunis Ben.

For God’s Blessing - 3a boxe bnarocnoseHHs
Saturday, January 2 Ciuns, Cy6oTa
10:00 AM +Mapycs Mpouumk
(KaTepuHa JlexHoBCbKa)
4:30 PM For Parishioners - 3a MapoxisiH

Jan. 3, S. Bef. Theophany - Nepea borosien

12:00 PM +Munzio & Rose Cardullo
(Anne Ettipio)

Biune Csitno B yectb I1.4.M.
roputb 3a +Mapycto Mpoumk

Eternal Lights burns for
+0lga Kolotylo
Requ. by: Jagodzinski Family

10:00 p. +[p. Muxainno Jlo3a - 22 piyHuus
(ApyxwHa [p. YnaHa losa)

May the peace and love of the Christ
Child, the gift of this Holy Season,
Be with you always!
Christ is born - Let us Glorify Him!
YTy YYYYY
Lacnueoro Hosoro Poky!
Happy New Year!
Xpuctoc Paxpaetbca! Christ is Born!
Cnasite Woro! Glorify Him!
Please donate

For Children:
e New Cloths
e Shoes
' o Toys

For adult men:

Socks (warm)
Hats (winter)
Fleece Sweaters and Pants
Men’s Thermal Top and Pants
Undergarments
T-Shirts

Thank You! iskyemo!

PHONE 893-1025

=

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

2398 GENESEE ST.

ASK FOR TOM BUFFALO, N.Y. 14225

Ad in the bulletin

If you want to advertise
Your business in the bulletin
Business card - $100 for a year.

bisHecoBa kapTo4ka
$100.00 gon. — 52 pa3u 8o poky.

Proud to Support
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Wilhelmina E. Klimeczko
Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

e
Piotszak

FUNERAL HOME
Orlowski-Pietszak Funeral Home

897-2400

www Pietszak.com

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo

2400 William St.
Cheektowaea

CepaeyHa nogska yciMm cnoHsopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!


http://www.buszkafuneralhome.com/

UKRAINIAN M. YKPATHCDKA
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION OELEPANBHA KPEQUTHA CNINKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save
money with lower rates on loans, make money with
higher interest on your savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE
CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |
MORTGAGES |VISA CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS |
MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE
TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |
INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |SCHOLARSHIPS]|

NEPCOHAIIbHI TA BISBHECOBI ®IHAHCOBI NOCYT !
OLLATIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTU®IKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKM | TO3UKV | KPEAUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NATDKHI KAPTKY VISA | MONEY-
GRAM | FPOLLOBI NEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCTYTY
INOCNYrX HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKMAIM|CTUMEHAI]

EURO DELI anp GIFTS

www.eurodelisausage. com

Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look.

Many Varieties of: '
Bologna # Sslami » Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese  Garli Sausage » Spioked F;sh

EumpeanBeer' Kefir/Butier » Condiments # Plerﬂg1 (Homemade} - Mary Varielies

Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek} + Canadian Bacon * Blood Kishka (Homemade)
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ¢ Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese ¢ Eurepean Chocolates » Pickles/ Tomatoes
4166 Union Rd,, 20T\ 2321 Millersport Hwy.

ort Pz TR (@ERTTY ‘Armherst (Gt Pl
Cheektuwa%NY (g:éurp rt Plaza) 1 ‘\ﬁ”{TEﬁf’ eﬁrgts(cﬁu;;m )

For All of Your Old World Favorite Products, Just

Buffalo Branch Ambherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza

562 Genesee Street | 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd
Buffalo NY 14204 Amherst NY 14228
(716) 847-6655 (716) 799-8385

www.rufcu.org www.rufcu.org

Business Hours Business Hours

Closed Wednesdays,
3aumHeHi no cepegax
Mon., Tuesday, Thursday

Closed Mondays,
3ayunHeHi no noHepinkax
Tuesday - Thursday

| 9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am -5 pm |
loH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBep 3 BiBTOpKA N0 YETBEP
Friday / M'aTHuus Friday / M'aTHuuUs
|9:30 am -7 pm | |9:30 am - 6 pm |
Saturday / Cy6oTa Saturday / Cy6oTa
|9am-1pm| |9am-1pm|

Are you listening "Good Samaritan"
Ukr. Radio Program on WJJL 1440 AM Every
Sunday at 2:00 PM?
Thank you for your donations!
We welcome your comments.

Uu BM cnyxaeTe Hawy pagio nepegayvy

«MunocepgHun Camap'aHnH»
Heging, 2 rog. Ha WJJL 1440 AM?

CepaeyHo AsKyeMo 3a noxepTau!

Please include Our Church
In Your charitable donations!

* ok ok

Mpocumo nigTpymysatu PigHy Llepksy
TanaHTamu, 4acoM i NoXepTBaMMu.

Membership subject to eligibility. Federally insured by NCUA.

LLlo6 posigaTucs GinbLwue iHchopmauin npo ue wo
AieTbanA B rpomagi, lpocumo BiaBiaaT Be0-CTOPIHKY.

http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com

Is the the web-page to find More information and
events In our Ukrainian Community.

Cell Phones - Mob6inbHi TenedoHu:

Please turn off or silence your cell phone
before entering the church. Thank you!

* ok k

Mpocumo BunyvyBaTH Balli MOOINbHI
TenedoHu nigyac Cestoi Jlityprii.

DONATIONS TO ST. NICHOLAS

“Special Appeal”

IMO Albirt Brown

Ulana Loza - $30.00

Andrew & Gertrud Diakun - $25.00
Roman & Lyuba Khoma - $20.00
Norm & Irene Kingsly - $15.00

Thank You! [sakyemo!

This
Christmas
end a quarrel.
Seek out a forgotten
friend. Dismiss suspicion,
and replace it with trust.
Write a love letter. Share some
treasure. Give a soft answer. Keep
a promiss. Find the time. Forgo a grudge.
Forgive an enemy. Listen. Apologize if you
were wrong. Try to understand. Examine your

%9@@ \f‘}\y )m)&pud( Buy y‘@v

demands on others. Think first of someone else.

Be kind; be gentle. Appreciate. Laugh a little. Laugh a

little more. Express your gratitude. Gladden the heart of a / > "l_

child. Welcome a stranger. Take pleasure in the beauty and the

Wonder of Earth
Speak your love.
Speak it eagain.
Speak it yet
Once again,
Without
Ceasing.

,‘i]“rJ.‘ x-"‘r.}e“.
A AN
A

Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year!

Becenux CsiT
PizgBa Xpucrosoro
| wacnueoro
HoBoro Poky!

CHRISTMAS EVE - PO NASHOMU

T'was the night before Rozdestvo
And all through the village
The Ukraeenchi all gathered

Bl To cat twelve meatless dishes.

The kolach was nestled
All snug in its dish
While kutia was cooking
And so was some fish.
Women in their babushkas
And men in their caps
Had all settled down
With food in their laps.
When out on the lawn
There arose such a clatter
We all left our meal
To see what was the matter.
And what to our wondering eyes
should appear
But a pagach shaped sleigh
And eight lively reindeer.
With a white bearded dzaidzu
So lively and quick
We knew in a moment
It was Good Saint Nick
More rapid than horses
His reindeer all came
As he shouted, "Oy Yoy,"
And each reindeer's name.

"On Stefan, on Taras

On Myron and Yurik

On Vasyl, on Andrej

On Pavlo and Rurik."

Then out to the smokehouse
The reindeer all flew
With a sleigh full of kobasas
And saintly Mickolai too.
Down the chimney he came
With a leap and a bound
Dancing a kolomeyka

And twirling around.

He did a short polka
Then went to his work
And took some pyrohy

Then turned with a jerk.
We gave him kapusta
And Yurko's old clothes
Then we sang Divnaya Novyna

And back up the chimney he rose.

But we heard him exclaim

“Everyone now go to the table and yeech.

"Veseli Sviat to all
And to all Dobraneech!"


http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.rufcu.org/
http://www.ukrainiansofbuffalo.com/

The URrainian American Youth Association of
Buffalo, New York Lesia URrainka Branch
is pleased to announce their annual

Saturday, January 16%, 2016

Ukrainian Cultural Center “DNIPRO”
562 Genesee St, Buffalo, NY 14204

Come one come all to a night of great
music, dancing, food ¥ friends!!
MUSIC provided by
‘Pawuk Bros” of Rochester
Cocktail Hour, Dinner, Zabava, Midnight
Buffet, ¥ Champagne toast
Or come just for the Zabava

Tickets sales
from November 15, 2015 thru January 104, 2016
DinnerY Zabava $50 per person adults

DinnerY Zabava for students (ages 13-18) $30

***Dinner tickets will be pre-sale only
NO dinner tickets will be available at the door!™™*

Zabava only $30 per person (no pre-sale necessary)

CocRtails: 6:30pm - Dinner 7:15pm - Zabava: 9:00pm
There will be a Midnight Snack & Midnight Toast

For More Information, Questions, Tickets &
Reservations

Nicole Grega (716) 903-4777 or ukenikkie29@gmail.com
Ann Serediuk (716) 316-1051

The URrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro” interior
is a SmoKe-Free Environment
The New York State Liquor Control Authority
Strictly Prohibits the Bringing in of
Any Outside Alcoholic Beverages

Ukrainian New Year’s Dance ‘\
MALANKA 2016 \

OCEPEJJOK CYM
im. JIECI YKPATHKH B Bodano H.H.

0

X\"/

\ MAJIAHKY 2016
sIKa BigOyseTnbcs
k B cy0OTY 16-TO CiuHs
2016 p.
\‘ / B 3anax
' Ykpaiucskoro Jomy
"Nuinpo”
npu 562 /hkeHeci By1.
bodano H.H.
IInpo 3anpouryemo YKpaiHChKY rpoMagy
mictra bodaso i okonunp Ao ygacrm.
Jo TaHIiB mpurpaBaTuMe opKecTpa:
“Pawuk Bros”
bineru Ha Beuepro i 3abaBy
Ha MPOJAX BiJ 15 -TO IMCTONMAAA 2015 P.
[0 10 -TO CigHsI 2016 p.
$50.00 AJIsI ZOPOCIUX
$30.00 st crygeHTiB (13-18)
binern He mpogaemo npu gBepax.
Bineru Tinbku Ha 3ab6aBy $30.00 Mpu
aBepax

Koxreiine 6:30 B. - Beueps
3abGaBa 9:00 B.

7:15 B.

3ycTpid HOBOTrO POKY — LIaMIIaHCbKMI1 TOCT
Jlo 3amoBneHHs Oi€TIB:

Hukon I'pera (716) 903-4777 -

ukenikkie2g@gmail.com
I'ans Cepearok (716) 316-1051

KYPHUTH 3ABOPOHEHO B 3AJII "THITIPA"
KOMICISI KOHTPOJISI AJTBKOTOJIIB B H.H.
3ABOPOHSE ITPUHOCHUTH BJIACHI AJIBKO-
I'OJIbHI HAITMTKH

GHURGH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Friday Evening.

IEPKORHUN BIGHUK BMAAETLCA TUKHEBO.
IHhopmauii nogaBaty go MN’ATHMUI Bevopa.

SAINT NIGHOLAS UKRAINIAN

- GATHOLIG GHURGH
Glory be to Jesus Christ! Glory for ever! .
Cnasa Icycy Xpucrty! CnaBa Ha Biku! VK[[: IgHG]EK(}TK?TOAHI?LKA
e KITCHEN is closed until January 17. ]_[6 A GEATOrO AH _,QAAH
e Thank you for your patronage. (IIA OIIKOK MPEYHCTOL
Thanks are extended to all who are helping! AIBH MAPII OAITTTPII)

cUENISIETR stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://www.stnbuffalo.com
http://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206

e Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall. We are able to continue, so please
join us downstars. Thank you!

Until we meet next Sunday...

Rectory: (716) 852-7566

TOP’S GIFT CARDS: Fax: 855-1319 ~ Kitchen: 852-1908
Please help Confession: Before Liturgies
us raise money o%ps Cn0|3.i,gb: Mepen C.B. NiTypriamu
for our Church by ) Baptism: By appointment
purchasing Top’s never stops XpeleHHs: 3a JOMOBNEHHAM
Gift Cards from us. If you buy in Tops anyway, Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
why not help. You do not lose or gain anything Binyauha: [onocutucs 6 micAuis ckope

Religion classes — PeniriiiHa Mporpama
Saturday - Cy6ota
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuma
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBMHHA NOBiAOMUTM CBALLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi noTpebu 3aBxauM MoOXHa 3aKNUKaTH

by doing this, but our Church will benefit greatly.
We receive back 5% of your spending. To take
advantage of this program, see Mary Bodnar or
call 655-3810, or call the rectory. Thank you and
God Bless!

Please note: You can purchase gasoline
with this card at Tops Gasoline Station.

* % %

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Y Hac ycniwHo npogatoTbcs KapTouku 3 kpam- Rev. Raymond Palko, visiting priest

Huui "Tonc". Kynyroum ix BU nomaraeTe LepKBi.
[nsa Bac He pobuUThb pi3HULI Y1 BU nnaTtunm
rPilMKU Y1 KapTOUKOHO, ane LiepKBa AicTaHe Bif
»tonc” 5%. Ha $1,000 uepkea opepxutb $50. LLlo
0 3akynutu cnig 3septatuca ao n. Mapii bogHap,
abo no kaHuenspii. fsakyemo!

Please call if you are hospitalized,
homebound and need a priest.
IIpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH | AIMHHLL
ABO MPHKORAHI A0 Aikka!



http://stnbuffalo.com/
mailto:stnbuffalo@yahoo.com
http://stnbuffallo.com/
http://www.stamforddio.org/
mailto:ukenikkie29@gmail.com
mailto:ukenikkie29@gmail.com

The Saints on Sundays, 2015/16

December 27/January 9
Saint Stephen Protomartyr

Come, let us worship the new-born Christ;
Today he has crowned Saint Stephen.

Saint Stephen is known as the first Martyr. After
such a brilliant, holy and happy day as the Nativity
of the Lord, we are given the sobering liturgical
memorial of one of the early deacons.

Stephen was elected by the 12 Apostles to care for
the temporal needs of the poor through the distribut-
ion of food and clothing (Cf. Acts). He is the first
almoner of the Church. Stephen performed many
miracles and confounded the religious authorities in
theological disputation while facing false charges.
At his trial, Stephen preached the risen Jesus as the
Christ to his detractors. He was stoned to death. He
prayed for his persecutors as he was dying. One of
those who conspired against Stephen was Saul of
Tarsus, who later converted and became the great
missionary, Saint Paul; he faced death, too, because
his belief in Jesus as Messiah.

Saint Peter Damian thus begins his Sermon for this
Feast: “We are holding in our arms the Son of the Virgin,
and are honoring, with our caresses, this our Infant God.
The holy Virgin has led us to the dear Crib. The most
beautiful of the Daughters of men has brought us to the
most beautiful among the Sons of men, [Ps. xliv. 3.] and
the Blessed among women to Him that is Blessed above
all. She tell us ... that now the veils of prophecy are drawn
aside, and the counsel of God is accomplished. ... Is there
anything capable of distracting us from this sweet Birth?
On what else shall we fix our eyes? ... Lo! whilst Jesus is
permitting us thus to caress him; whilst he is overwhelm-
ing us with the greatness of these mysteries, and our
hearts are riveted in admiration - there comes before us
Stephen full of grace and fortitude, doing great wonders
and signs among the people. [Acts, vi. 8.] Is it right, that
we turn from our King, to look on Stephen, his soldier? No
- unless the King himself bid us do so. This our King, who
is Son of the King, rises ... to assist at the glorious combat
of his servant. ... Let us go with him, and contemplate this
standard-bearer of the Martyrs.”

Come to my assistance my Lord and my God, that | may
do for You all that you ask. Strengthen me in adversity
and do not let me succumb to my feelings of
worthlessness. Help me to feel in my heart all that You
speak to me, and help me to understand. May | be to
others what they need: a body to work when others
cannot; a heart to love those who are forgotten; a
shoulder to console those whose soul is in need; a smile
to brighten the most somber of Your children; a mouth to
proclaim Your love. Let me be to You, as a brush is to a
painter, worthless without You, but capable of trans-
forming the human heart by the power of Your mercy.
Send me, my Lord if you need me, to touch others as You
would touch them, to hold them as You would, to love
them as only You can. Make my heart like Yours, that |
may forgive everything and love beyond my own human
frailty. Come live within me, that | may die to myself so
You may fill my very being. Let me serve others as You
would serve them, that in doing so | may serve You. Do
not let me fail, oh Lord, or lead Your people astray. Allow
me to live in Your presence today, that tomorrow | may die
in Your hands and may You raise me one day that | may
touch your face and live in Your glory.

Saint Stephen, pray for us!
http://communio.stblogs.org/index.php/tag/st-stephen/

Letter from Fr. Ray
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Dear

Dec. 27, 2015

(Say your name right here for your very own personal letter)

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM! Yes, new calen-
dar, old calendar, Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant,
Jew, Buddhist, Hindu, believer, non-believer, holy
ones, sinners, young and old, everyone on this earth
knows it is Christmas! | firmly believe that every
single person on this planet, whether they say they
believe or not, are affected and changed by
Christmas, by the coming of the new King. Z Nami
Boh, God is with us! Everyone on this earth, is
indeed blessed and loved by Jesus, “Who will save
them from their sins.”

He came quietly and humbly the first time, some
2015 years ago, and only a few people knew he was
even born. After all these centuries, by now, many,
many more, realize God has come to His people.
Some are open and easily receive this glorious Good
News and follow Jesus. Others harden their hearts
and close their ears, and even rail against Him.....but
everyone KNOWS! Merry Christmas, World!

We are told, and we believe, that Christ will come
again, then in all His glory, surrounded by the angels
and saints of heaven. When He comes then, every-
one will definitely KNOW Him, and recognize Him
clearly, as the Holy One. At that time all the peoples
of this earth, and ‘all things visible and invisible’ will
bow down and worship Him. Not only will everyone
see Him clearly, but, then, at that Second Coming,
everyone will believe. On that day, everyone will
know and recognize “The King of Glory!”

Christmas Day 2015 has come and gone. | pray
you are still basking in the beauty of the feast with
your family and friends. Remember, for us Catholics,
and Orthodox (new calendar), our celebration of the
Holy Day has just begun. The business world will
quickly switch gears to make it look as if Christmas
never happened. However, our Christmas, our festal
prayers, our bright lights, our greetings of the
season, all continue until Feb. 2, the Feast of the

Encounter. So celebrate the Good News of
Bethlehem!

Did you notice (listen to) the Gospel readings at
Liturgy the last three days? On Christmas Day it was
about the Visit of the Magi and Herod’s conniving to
find and destroy the Baby Jesus. The second day
was about the Flight into Egypt to keep the child
safe. The third day, the feast of St. Stephen, we heard
the parable of the evil vinedressers, who killed the
son. How quickly the “Joy to the world, peace on
earth” has changed to evil, fear and blood! But we
must put aside all doubt and concern about this ‘bad
stuff.” We now live in the Promise of the Kingdom
and have faith that the victory is already won. We
ponder the good things, strive to overcome sin and
evil, and always keep in our hearts the great
promises of our God as we journey through this life.
God is with us! “God is our pilot. Seeing that a pilot
steers the ship in which we sail, who will never allow
us to perish, even in the midst of shipwrecks, there
is no reason why our minds should be overwhelmed
with fear and overcome with weariness.”(Calvin)

As we go from day to day through this vale of
tears, trusting in the Lord, there are always choices
to be made. The old philosopher and giver of
wisdom, Yogi Berra, once spoke of such choices
when he said, “When you come to a fork in the road
take it!” © © Keeping in mind what | just wrote
above, about how Christmas changes to the reality
of life, and of our choices to be made, | think what |
am about to write will make a few of you a bit sad.
But don’t be! It will be ok! I'm at a fork in the road
and I'm gonna take it! Because of some new and
different priestly duties and assignments, this is my
last weekly letter.

My first letter to you was on May 6, 2007 and for
these 8 and a half years I've stood naked before you
(sorry about that....50 years ago that wasn’t a bad
sight, but now.... © ). Actually, I've bared my soul
to you on many occasions as | often shared my
deepest thoughts about everything! | have loved
walking hand in hand with you as we observed the
events and occurrences of ‘these days of our lives.’


http://communio.stblogs.org/index.php/tag/st-stephen/

We have seen and shared the beauty of this world
when | wrote of the Divine Artist and His stars and
flowers and great, teeming oceans! We prayed:
“Glory to You, O Lord! In Wisdom you have made
them all!” We’ve shared our concerns, our families
and our journey to the Kingdom. As priest, | have
tried to show you, and make you aware of, the
Glorious Good News of the Gospel, and how we live
out our call as His disciples. We talked of the ‘good,
the bad, the ugly’, and yes, even the face of evil! You
heard priestly instruction and exhortation in these
words. And most, | think, they were not my words,
but truly the inspired words coming from God
through my miserable self. Before | write or preach,
| pray the words of Fr. Coniaris, “Lord, | am empty,
fill me!” And He does! | admit, often | would read a
letter | had written, and wondered where it had come
from! He has blessed me, and through me, He has
blessed you!

When | was in the seminary part of our daily rule
was a time called “Magna Silencia,” or “Great
Silence.” This was a time after study and night
prayers when talking was prohibited in the dorms.
This was a spiritual exercise for us, which was
supposed to encourage us to pray about the day
past as we prepared for the new day to come. At first
| thought this was a cuckoo thing, but now | clearly
see the beauty and value in it. No doubt the world
needs some periods of “Great Silence!” Now | intend
to add to this silence by avoiding becoming any
more a part of the constant yapping and blather of
the internet, TV and all the rest of the media. It is
definitely time for some quiet contemplation and
“Great Silence.”

Before | go | must thank Father Procyk for giving
me the space in his bulletins over these years. Also
for his patience on those weekends when ‘the
presses’ had to be held up as he waited for my copy.
Usually, that was the fault of “OF Mr. Mac”, known to
most finicky just when it comes time to hit ‘Print.” ®

Thanks to you, My Dear Reader, and especially for
your words of encouragement during these years.
Your positive comments have always been my

ground and my reason for continuing. But now, |
gotta go.... Someone once said, “It's better to bring
one daisy, than to send a dozen roses.” | intend to
be delivering a lot of daisies in the near future, rather
than sending roses! You might not always have a
letter in your mailbox anymore, but you will definitely
have a daisy in your hand!

On this last weekend of the year, as the carols of
the world fade to the strains of “Auld Lang Syne,” it
is indeed a fitting time for my fork in the road, and a
fitting time for that song. For it is a song of love and
kindness of “Auld Lang Syne, of Days Gone By.” It
is also the union of family, friends and neighbors as
we join hands and go forward. It is also a blessing
and a fellowship to go to that future. As we sing that
song, we must answer the question, “Should auld
acquaintance be forgotten?” The answer is, of
course, “NO!” Our friends must never be forgotten. |
will never forget you! | know I will be thinking of you
when | hear that song being sung on New Year’s
night! I will remember you always!

So | don’t think God is willing for this anymore,
and | see the creek is rising! So | will say, “Thanks
for the memories!... Happy Trails to you!... | did it my
way!.. Good night, Mrs. Calabash, wherever you
are!” At this point the guy in the white hat is sup-
posed to kiss his gal and head off into the sunset.
Not here! | gladly kiss the gal, but we’re off together.

My dear sister Mary, of blessed memory, regularly
wrote to me when | was away from home. She always
put in special quotes she found for me to ponder like
this, “Many people will come in and out of your life,
but a few will leave footprints on your heart.” | hope
my footprints are on yours....| know yours are on
mine! So as our babies say, “Bye, see ya, love ya!”
“Thank you! Love You! Bless You! Pray for You!”
(Sr. Bridget) “Without life, nothing else matters!”
(Stephenson Co. ProLife)

God bless you! Our Holy Lady keep you beneath
the veil of her heavenly protection, today and
always!

Love ya!
Fr. Ray,

VATICAN CITY -- Pope Francis issued a Christmas
Day prayer that recent U.N.-backed peace agree-
ments for Syria and Libya will quickly end the
suffering of their people, denouncing the "mon-
strous evil" and atrocities they have endured and
praising the countries that have
taken in their refugees.

Speaking from the central
balcony of St. Peter's Basilica,
Francis issued a plenary indul-
gence for Catholics in hopes of |
spreading the church's message
of mercy in a world torn by war,
poverty and extremist attacks.
The sun-soaked Saint Peter's |
Square was under heavy secu-
rity, as it has been since the Nov.
13 Paris attacks by Islamic extre- ]
mists that left 130 dead. w 4

An indulgence is an ancient

church tradition related to the ° a - &

forgiveness of sins. Francis announced it afte
delivering his annual "Urbi et Orbi (To the city and
the world)" speech listing global hotspots and his
prayers for an end to human suffering.

Francis referred to the "brutal acts of terrorism"
that struck the French capital this year as well as
attacks in Egypt's airspace, in Beirut, Mali and
Tunisia. He denounced the ongoing conflicts in
Africa, the Middle East and Ukraine and issued
consolation to Christians being persecuted for their
faith in many parts of the planet.

"They are our martyrs of today," he said.

In an indirect reference to the Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria (ISIS), he said: "May the attention of the
international community be unanimously directed to
ending the atrocities which in those countries, as
well as in Iraq, Libya, Yemen and sub-Saharan
Africa, even now reap numerous victims, cause
immense suffering and do not even spare the
historical and cultural patrimony of entire peoples."

Francis said he hoped the plenary indulgence he
issued for this, his Holy Year of Mercy, would

encourage the faithful "to welcome God's mercy in
our lives, and be merciful with our brothers to make
peace grow."

"Only God's mercy can free humanity from the
many forms of evil, at times monstrous evil, which

—""r— selfishness spawns in our midst,"
- he said.

Libya has been in a state of law-
lessness since dictator Moammar
Gadhafi was overthrown in 2011.

~ Syria has seen a five-year war that
has killed over 250,000 people

)J and forced millions to flee the

country. The surge of refugees
\ flowing out of Syria to Europe has
created a migration crisis for the
entire continent.

"We pray to the Lord that the
ff ' agreement reached in the United
Nations may succeed in halting
as quickly as possible the clash
of arms in Syria and in remedying the extremely
grave humanitarian situation of its suffering people,"
he said. "It is likewise urgent that the agreement on
Libya be supported by all, so as to overcome the
grave divisions and violence afflicting the country."

The pope called to mind the suffering of refugees
and migrants fleeing their troubled homes, as well as
others victimized by violence and greed. "Even
today great numbers of men and women are depriv-
ed of their human dignity and, like the child Jesus,
suffer cold, poverty, and rejection,” he said. "May
our closeness today be felt by those who are most
vulnerable, especially child soldiers, women who
suffer violence, and the victims of human trafficking
and the drug trade."

Francis praised both individuals and countries
that have taken in refugees fleeing "inhuman
conditions," saying their generosity had helped the
newcomers "build a dignified future for themselves
and for their dear ones, and to be integrated in the
societies which receive them."

(CBSI/AP)


http://www.cbsnews.com/paris-attacks/
http://www.cbsnews.com/paris-attacks/
http://www.cbsnews.com/isis
http://www.cbsnews.com/isis

IMoc/1aHHA HAIMX BJAaAUK Ha Pi3aBo

Uboro poky PizgBo Haworo ocnoga i Cnaca Icyca
Xpucta M1 CBATKYEMO B Mexax nporosioweHoro Manoto
®paHumnckom CaTtoro Poky. Lieit Hag3BuUyaliHui toBinei
npuceayeHun  boxectBeHHomy Munocepaw. BiH
NoYnMHaeTbc Ha npasHuk HenopoyHoro 3avarta (8
rpyaHsa) i 3aBepwutbesi 20 nuctonaga 2016 p. Haw
Cesatiwnn OTeub BUCNOBUB Hagito, wo BcA Lepksa
3Halae «pagicThb, KA HeoOXigHa, Wo0 3aHOBO BiOKPUTH i
3pobutn nnigHum Munocepasa Boxe, 3 kMM B Haw vac
BCi MU NOKNUKaHi HECTU po3pajy KOXKHOMY YOMOBIKY 4u
XiHui». Mana ®paHumMCK 3aKnMKae Hac BUATH B MaHAPIBKY,
fIka NOYMHAETLCSA 3 AYXOBHOro HaBepHeHHs. BiH npocutb
Hac NpoXuTK uen pik B cBiTNi MocnoaHix cnis: «byabte
munocepaHi, sik i Oteub Baw munocepgHuin» (Jk. 6, 36).

IcTopin Pi3gBa Haworo Mocnoga i Cnaca Icyca Xpucra
NpoNMBaE CBITNO Ha Te, Ik MU MaEMO npuimaTn boxe mu-
nocepas, K Ma€MO XUTU HUM i CBIQYMTM NpPO Le OTo-
YyHOYOMY CBITY.

Boxe Munocepas nposBRAETLES B TOMY, AK BiH BTpy-
TUBCS B HapomkeHHsi CBoro eamHopopHoro CuHa, Icyca,
B TaKWIA e CKnaAHuiA i BANpoOyBanbHUM vac, ik i cboroa-
HiWwHin. lcyc HapoamBcs B cTaeHLUi, 60 ana Hboro He 3Hau-
wnocs Micus B 3ai3ai. Boxa nboB Ao NACTBa He MOXe
OyTn 3MeHLIeHa Yepe3 3alHATICTb CBiTYy. Boxe munocep-
OA He MOXHa cTpuMaTtu. Yu € B Hawomy cepui MicLie ans
Icyca B 3aMHATOCTi 1 3aBaHTaXeHOCTi Haworo rpadiky?
Yn mu cBigomi, ik G6arato Boxoro munocepaa otovye
Hac?

Mu BpaxeHi nokopor nacTupiB, fKi BigrykHynuca Ha
CnoBa aHrena i niwnu wykaTn HoBoHapoaxeHoro Liaps.
Mu 6aummo cnokiit i BMMPOTBOPEHHS Yy MPOCTOMY M CMU-
peHHomy nowyky Icyca. Tpu uapi actponoru WayTb Ao
Icyca i BMino ooMuHarTL NOBTOPHY 3ycTpiy 3 Ipogom,
wob yHUKHYTM po3noBidi Npo HOBOHapomxeHoro. Binaa-
HiCTb nMowyky npaBou €BaHrenisi i YHUKHEHHA TUX, SAKi
MOXYTb BiABOMIKTU HAC Bif 3ycTpiyi 3 lcycom, € ansa Hac
B3ipuem. Mu npuxoaumo Ao yCBIAOMIEHHS, WO nomarae
HaM y 3po3yMiHHi 1 npuiHATTI Boxoro Munocepas.

Bnapa B 4acu Icyca He nparna nisHatv Boxy npucyt-
HicTb | Munocepas. Bu nam'ataere sk Ipog HakasaB 3HU-
WMTK BCiX AiTel [0 ABOX POKiB, W06 no36yTucs Icycosoi
npucyTHocTi. CbOrofHilWHiA CBIiT HaNOBHEHWIA BMNaaka-
MM i noTyramm cycninbcTBa no36asutn Boxoi npucyTHoc-
Ti Hawe oTouveHHsl. EroicTMuHi Bnagui HamarawoTbeA
3axonuTU Bnagy Hag iHWUMK, WOO PO3BMHYTU CBOH
ineonorito i po3dyaysaty imnepii. Mn 6aumumo Le B Hawin
poporiit YkpaiHi, B Cupii i cycigHix 3 Heto kpaiHax, B iHLIMX
yacTuHax cBiTy. Mu cxunsemocs nepen CbOrogHilWHIMK
CBiJY€HHAMM My4€eHUKIB 3a Bipy, AKi 6OpPOHATL NpaBa Bi-
pytoumnx. BoHu poskpuBatotb Munocepas HebecHoro Ot-
uA i 3aKnMKalTb Hac HacnigyBaTy ix y BuABax Muno-
cepas.

Wocudy nokipHo npucnyxascs A0 3aCTePeKeHHs Bj CHi
i, nonpsimyBaBwu Ao €runty, 3axuctus Icyca Ta Moro

Martip Mapito. Mu noknukaHi 3po3ymit ctaHoBuULIE CLO-
rogHilWwHix OixeHUiB y cBiTni cBigYeHHA Boxoro muno-
cepas go Mocmuda, Mapii Ta Icyca, ki Takox 6ynu GixeH-
uamu. Hawa Bignogigb 6ixeHuUaM Mae 6yTH He MeHLa, Hixk
Ta, siky Haw Oteub HebecHuii gaB CeaATin PoguHi.

Mana ®paHuUKUCK FOBOPUTL HaM NPO NOAOPOX, ska Befe
00 OyxoBHOro HaBepHeHHs. [purapaiite, sk Icyc we
Xnonyukom BiactaB Big CBsATOi PoguHu, Konn BoHU no-
BepTanuca 4vepes nyctento. batbku 3Havwnum Icyca B
Xpami, BiH HaBYaB iHwWuX. Konu BK 4K 1 BTpayaemo ceHe
KUTTA, Y1 Hawy Aopory nocepen 3avMHATOCTi Ta CMOKYC
LoAeHHSA, MU MoXeMo 3HailTK [cyca XpucTta B Moro xpawmi,
B Woro cBaTin Llepksi. Boxe Munocepas npucyTHe i npo-
asnaeTbca B Woro ceaTin Llepksi i yepe3 WUoro cnyxu-
Teni.. Icyc nocepen Hac! Boxe munocepas uyekae, konu
3MOXe LeApo BUMUTUCA Ha Bac, K BM BBillgeTe B
rmuboky nogopox Bipu. Lis nogopox Mae po3noyatucs 3
YacTioro NPUMHATTA HamMu TaiHCTBa cnoBigdi. Boxe
Munocepasn po3kpuBaeTbes, konu BiH yye npo Haw xanb
3a 3AiicHeHi rpixu. Y cBoin noboBi A0 Bac, BUCIOBIIEHIl
yepes Woro cBAweHukiB, bor BigkpnBae CBOE 3p03yMiH-
HA i nto6oB. bor ckepoBye Bac A0 BifHOBNEHOIO XUTTS B
HboMmy yepe3 cniBYyTNUBI Nopaau CBALWEHMWKIB Ta Hakna-
JeHi nokyTu. Boxe mMunocepas cxoauTb Ha Bac, KONW BU
OTPUMYETE BiANYyLIEHHA rpixiB.

Mana ®paHuuck NpocuTb, WO ABEPi KOXHOTO AOMY
cTanu «aBepuma Murocepas». 3aneBHITbCA, WO ABepi
BalLOro AOMY, AiBepi BallKX LIEPKOB i ABepi Balloro cepus
WMPOKO BigKpuTI Ans BifoOpaKeHHs MuIocepas Haloro
HebecHoro Otus. BusiBiTe Boxe Munocepas 3anpoluytio-
YM i NOKa3yrouM iHWKUM, 3HANOMUM i He 3HaloMuUM, Boxi
Cesri [1Bepi, fiki BeayTb Ao Boxoro munoceppas.

Mwu npuegHyemocs go Haworo Cesrtiworo OTus, BBips-
toum uei Hoeui Pik Matepi Munocepas, «1o6 BoHa 3Bep-
Hyna cBili NOrNAA Ha Hac i 3aonikyBanacs HaLlow noao-
poxckio». [1Bepi cepaeLb i AyMOK enuckoniB Hawoi Ykpa-
THcbkoi Katonuubkoi Liepkeu B CLUA wmpoko BigkpuTi
Ans nposBiB NOOBI Ta BAAYHOCTI BCiM BaM, BipHUM
Hawoi LiepkBu. Mu nam'iTaemo npo Bac y Halmux MOnuT-
Bax 3i CMUPEHHAIM cKnapaeHux nepen lcycom Xpuctom y
cninbHoMy cBSITKyBaHHi 3 Bamu Moro HapomxeHHs. Hexawn
KOXEH 3 Hac 3poCTaE B CBOIl BigKPUTOCTi 4O OTPUMAHHS
Boxoro munocepas. Mpuimimo BUNpobyBaHHA — OyTH
TaKUMM XX MUNOCepAHUMM, 5K Haw OTteub HeGecHui. LLio6
MK paginu X1MBOMY 3aneBHEHHIO i 3aCBiAYEHHI0 NPOsBiB
Boxoro Munocepas B XUTTI CBITY.

3 papicTio yainAemo Hawe enuckomncbke Gnarocrno-
BEHHS BCiM, xT0 cBATKYE Pi3aBo Haworo Mocnogai Cnaca
Icyca Xpucta, BXxogsium B HOBiNeWHUN pik akTUBHOro no-
LWYKY AYXOBHOFO HaBEPHEHHSI.

Xpucroc Paxgaetbca!
Cnasite Woro!

(Cnidyromsb nionucu enaduk)

From "Good Samaritan" Ukr. Radio program

Christ is born - let us glorify Him! It is hard to believe
this week will already mark the start of a brand New
Year unfolding. Lord, let this year be filled with the
things that are truly good, with the comfort of warmth
in our relationships, with the strength to help those
who need our compassion, and the humility and
openness to accept help from others. As we make our
resolutions for the year ahead, let us go forward with
great hope that all things can be possible - with the
Lord’s help and guidance to lead our way. It was Pope
John XXIIl who once wrote in his New Year’s address:
“May the Lord banish from the
hearts of all men and women
whatever might endanger peace.
May He transform them into
witnesses of truth, justice and
love. May He enkindle the rulers of
peoples so that in addition to their
solicitude for the proper welfare of
their citizens, they may guarantee
and defend the great gift of peace.
May He enkindle the wills of all so
that they may overcome the barrlers that d|V|de
embrace the bonds of mutual charity, understand
others, and pardon those who have done them wrong.
May all peoples of the earth become as brothers and
sisters, and may the most longed-for peace blossom
forth and reign always among men and women."

On January 1st, we often think of New Year's
resolutions, because celebrating the start of a new
calendar year for many people, feels
like a new beginning or perhaps a
start to something better. However,
when we speak of New Year's
resolutions we should also keep in
mind our resolve as Christians to
improve our relationships not onl
with one another - but also with God.
| am reminded of the third chapter in
the Book of Proverbs, where
Solomon, the son of David, begins
with: “My child, do not forget my
teaching, but keep my commands in
your heart, for they will prolong your
life many years and bring you

rosperity in the Lord. Let love and
aithfulness never leave you; bind
them around your neck, write them
on the tablet of your heart. Then you X
will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and
man. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding; in all your wazs
acknowledge the Lord and He will make your paths
straight. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord

and shun evil. This will bring health to your body and
nourishment to your spirit. Blessed is the man or
woman who finds wisdom and gains understanding,
for this is more profitable than silver and yields better
returns than %old By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s
foundations, by understanding He set the heavens in
place. My child, preserve sound judgment and
discernment, do not let them out of your sight; they will
be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. Do not
withhold good from those who deserve it, when it is in
Kour power to act. Do not say to your neighbor, ‘Come
ack later; | will give it tomorrow,” when you now have
it with you”. The chapter goes on
to teach us many valuable lessons
on how we should lead our lives in
the sight of God. And in the wake
of this New Year, let us resolve to
pay close attention and adherence
to these principles and see just
what the good Lord can do in our
lives.
Leonard was very proud of his
; nine-year-old daughter, Emily.
Determined to buy a mountain bike, she had been
saving her allowance all year long, as well as doing
small jobs around the neighborhood to earn extra
money. By Thanksgiving, she had accumulated only
$49. Teasingly, Leonard said, "You know that you have
your pick from my anthue bicycle collection."
Thanks Dad. But your bikes are a little too old for
" And Emily was right. All of Leonard's bikes were
1970's models. As Christmas
approached, Emily and her father
went bike shopping. Still short of her
A goal, she picked out several less
‘“’1} expensive models for which she
might settle. As they left one store,
Emily noticed a Salvation Army vo-
lunteer standing next to a big red
kettle, exuberantly ringing his bell.
"Can we dgive something, Dad?"
Emily asked. But Leonard was out of
change and did not have anything to
offer the man. Throughout December,
Emily continued to work hard. And
then one day, she made a startling
announcement. "You know all the
money that | have been saving?" she
_ said without hesitation. "l am going to
- give it to the people who are really in
need". "That's very kind", Leonard said. "But you have
been saving all year Iong. Maybe you could just give
part of it." But Emily shook her head. So the following
morning, just before Christmas, Emily handed her
entire savings of $65 to a very grateful Salvation Army




volunteer. Moved by Emily's selflessness, Leonard
decided to donate one of his antique bicycles to a car
dealer who was collecting used bikes for children in
need. As Leonard selected a shiny model bike from his
collection, it seemed as if a second bike took on a glow.
At first, Leonard did not wish to donate two bikes, but
as he went to load one bike into his car, he found
himself taking two bicycles to donate. When Leonard
delivered the bikes, the car dealer told him that these
bikes would make two less fortunate children very
happy for Christmas. And he handed Leonard two
tickets, one for each bicycle that he donated. Tickets to
be used for a chance to win a brand new men’s 21-
speed bike! Days passed and the New Year came,
when Leonard received a special notice through the
mail. It came as no surprise to Leonard when the
second ticket proved to be a winner. Leonard was very
pleased when the shop owner happily substituted a
beautiful girl's mountain bike for the one advertised.
Coincidence? Maybe! But Leonard likes to think it was
God's way of rewarding a young 1

lady for making a sacrifice well
beyond her years - while giving
her father a very valuable lesson

0 Thi
God wants youI ltlg Sremember

Wherever we are, Jesus longs to be born there. This is
the Word given to us in the very first chapter of St.
Matthew's Gospel, when an Angel appeared to Joseph
in a dream. "Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife",
the Angel said, "For the child conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit, and they shall name Him Emmanuel”,
which means God is with us!

If the New Year were something tangible, some spark
of the divine that could speak to us, perhaps it would
say: | am the New Year. | am an unspoiled page in your
book of time. | am your next chance at the art of living.
| am your opportunity to practice what you have
learned about life during the last twelve months. All
that you sought and did not find is hidden in me,
waiting for you to search it but with more
determination. All the good that you tried for and did
not achieve is mine to grant when you have fewer
conflicting desires. All that you dreamed but did not
dare to do, all that you hoped but did not will, all the
faith that you claimed but did not have—these slumber
lightly, waiting to be awakened
by the touch of a strong pur-
pose. | am tyour opportunity to
renew your faith in the Lord who

inthe process. f I'will give you rest. said, "Behold, | make allthings

ne of the most comforting : new”. St. Paul’s letter to the
thoughts we have to take into the IW?]l strengthen you. Hebrews reminds us that:
New Year is that Jesus loves us I will answer you. “Nothing on earth can separate

and cares for us. There is not a

us from the love of Christ. Not

ﬁer?o_ln Lt|pt|)n theNearth tftor wnom I believe in you. nnetmces: l\:_ot disaptpoir:ctr_rllent.
e fails to love. No matter where - ‘ ot rejection. Not failure.
we live, regardless of who we are, I'will bless you. Nothing.” (Romans 8:31-39). As
i His heart, The de of ‘place® 1 & for you. New Yeal, | pray that bach of us
g(teer'r\;ls titrnpdrtanrt‘ in the Gospgl o]f I will not fail you. wiltlhf_eel the joy of kr;owingfthat

. Matthew, where we read o . . nothing can separate us from
Bethlehem, the place of our Iwﬂl prov1.de for you. the love of Jesus. The Lord is in
of His refuge. Lot not forget 1 Will be with you family and rionds that we hold
Nazareth, in Galilee, that I love you. dear, and in the simple things of

remained important not only at

the beginning, but also at the very end - when Jesus
was crucified. Place is important to God! The place
where you are right now is important to God, wherever
you may be: Perhaps a small town, a large city, or even
a rural farm community. It may be a city where you
barely know your neighbors. It may be a nursing home
or even a homeless shelter, far from what you may
consider "Home". But, trust our Lord lives there and
welcomes your Spirit. For that place, wherever we may
be, is always important to God. May you know in these
days just after Christmas, and before the start of the
coming New Year, that Jesus was born so that God
would not dwell in some far off Kingdom, not in some
distant place, but rather here with you and me.

life that mean so much to us.

So today and throughout this coming New Year, |
pray you have enough happiness to keep you kind.
Enough trials to keep you strong; Enough sorrow to
keep you human; Enough hope to keep you happy;
Enough weakness to keep you humble; Enough
success to keep you thankful; Enough friends to give
you comfort; Enough wealth to meet your needs;
Enough enthusiasm to make you look forward to
tomorrow, and enough determination to make each day
better than the day before. My brothers and sisters, as
we will soon celebrate with our friends and family the
blessing of yet another New Year, ma¥|the eace and
love of the Christ child, the gift of this Holy Season, be
with you always.

Pope Francis’ Christmas Eve homily
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Vatican City * The following is the Vatican's official
English translation of Pope Francis' Christmas Eve
Mass homily, which he delivered in Italian:

"Tonight, 'a ?reat light' shines forth (Isaiah
9:1); the light of Jesus’ birth shines all about us.
How true and timely are the words of the prophet
Isaiah which we have just heard: 'You have
brou%ht abundant joy and great rejoicing' (9:2)!
Our heart was already joyful in awaiting this
moment; now that joy abounds and overtlows,
for the promise has been at last fulfilled. Joy and
gladness are a sure sign that the message
contained in the mystery of this night is truly
from God. There is no room for doubt; let us
leave that to the skeptics who, by looking to
reason alone, never find the truth. There is no
room for the indifference which reigns in the
hearts of those unable to love for fear of losing
something. All sadness has been banished, for
Lhe r?hild Jesus brings true comfort to every

eart.

Today, the Son of God is born, and everything
changes. The Savior of the world comes to
partake of our human nature; no longer are we
alone and forsaken. The Virgin offers us her Son
as the beginning of a new life. The true light has
come to illumine our lives so often beset by the
darkness of sin. Today we once more discover
who we are! Tonight we have been shown the
way to reach the journey's end. Now must we
put away all fear and dread, for the light shows
us the path to Bethlehem. We must not be
laggards; we are not permitted to stand idle. We
must set out to see our Savior lying in a manger.
This is the reason for our joy and gladness: this

Child has been 'born to us'; he was 'given to us',
as Isaiah proclaims (cf. 9:5). The people who for
two thousand years has traversed all the
pathways of the world in order to allow every
man and woman to share in this joy is now given
the mission of making known ‘the Prince of
peace' and becoming his effective servant in the
midst of the nations.

So when we hear tell of the birth of Christ, let
us be silent and let the Child speak. Let us take
his words to heart in rapt contemplation of his
face. If we take him in our arms and let ourselves
be embraced by him, he will bring us unending
peace of heart. This Child teaches us what is
truly essential in our lives. He was born into the
poverty of this world; there was no room in the
inn for him and his family. He found shelter and
support in a stable and was laid in a manger for
animals. And yet, from this nothingness, the
light of God's glory shines forth. From now on,
the way of authentic liberation and perennial
redemption is oPen to every man and woman
who is simple of heart. This Child, whose face
radiates the goodness, mercy and love of God
the Father, trains us, his disciples, as Saint Paul
says, 'to reject godless ways' and the richness
of the world, in order to live ‘temperately, justly
and devoutly' (Titus 2:12).

In a society so often intoxicated by consumer-
ism and hedonism, wealth and extravagance,
appearances and narcissism, this Child calls us
to act soberly, in other words, in a way that is
simple, balanced, consistent, capable of seein
and doing what is essential. In a world which a
too often is merciless to the sinner and lenient
to the sin, we need to cultivate a strong sense of
justice, to discern and to do God's will. Amid a
culture of indifference which not infrequently
turns ruthless, our style of life should instead be
devout, filled with empathy, compassion and
mercy, drawn daily from the wellspring of
prayer.

Like the shepherds of Bethlehem, may we too,
with eyes full of amazement and wonder, gaze
upon the Child Jesus, the Son of God. And in his
presence may our hearts burst forth in prayer:
Show us, Lord, your mercy, and grant us your
salvation' (Psalms 85:8)."
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