THE OLYMPICS MUST STOP SILENCING the FALLEN Bnagucnas apackeBuvy:

The Ukrainian World C I the International Olympic C ittee to "CBiT Mae 3HaTy UiHy cBOGOAM" b3 SAINT NIGHOLAS YKPATHGLKA KATOAHI LKA

e Ukrainian World Congress calls on the International Olympic Committee to BiT Ma€ 3HaTy LiHy cBO60aU

immediately reverse its decision to bar Ukrainian athlete Vladyslav Heraskevych for Onena Cmara: "lMam’aThb - ue UKRAINIAN GATHOLIG GHURGH ]_[6[’ KBA GBATOIO MHKOAA

honoring athletes killed by Russia’s war. He NOPYLLEHHS NPaBuI» NO / / ;
We call on people around the world to join us in protesting this decision and demanding '

Vladyslav’s reinstatement by posting the message “Remembrance is NOT a violation.”

Remembrance is not a breach of Olympic values. Punishing it is. Heraskevych’s h‘-’rl.lllltll_é-IBEEsT VLADYSLAV

gesture was not political. It was human. The names he displayed belonged to athletes HERASKEVYCH'S

who should be competing today and are absent only because Russia took their lives.
Forbidding this acknowledgment denies the reality of the war and its toll on Ukraine’s HELMET? ;
sporting community. A

This decision defies Olympic precedent. Acts of remembrance and solidarity have long
been part of Olympic history and have not been met with censure or exclusion. Singling
out a Ukrainian athlete exposes a double standard that undermines the 10C’s claim to
neutrality.

UWC President Paul Grod stated:
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“Honoring murdered athletes is a moral obligation. The I0C’s decision sends a
devastating message that the memory of those killed by Russia’s war is less important
than avoiding discomfort for the aggressor.”

By punishing remembrance, the I0C rewards aggression and tells athletes that truth PN . MALYSHEV YEVHEN, 1 Y.
must be hidden when it is inconvenient. The Ukrainian World Congress urges the 10C to Jo o
reverse this decision and reaffirm that remembrance strengthens, rather than violates, A o e
the Olympic spirit.

,  TROIAN KATERYNA
KMIAUD, 32 Y.0.

European youth champgion,

. Athlete and drone operator Youth Qlympics silver medalist.

with 1,000+ missions. Killed VR [lled March 10,2023,
20825 in combat, near Pokrovsk. “, @ginthe Luhanskireson:

HALINICHEV MAKSYM, 22 Y.0.

defender. Killed Feb 2022
in a battle for Kharkiv.

i ir si i ANDROSHCHUK KUTSENKO ANDRIY, 34 Y.0.
Honor the fallen. Let their absence be seen. Their silence is the consequence of VOLODYNIYR, 220, et

Russia’s war, and it must not be ignored.

@iocofficial still don’t know what they’'ve brought upon themselves. After the
committee barred Ukrainian skeleton racer Vladyslav Heraskevych from wearing a helmet
honoring Ukrainians killed by Russia, his fellow athletes have started speaking out in

rack & field

"1’ Ukrainian decathlon champion,
~ defender. Killed in action
in 2023 near Bakhmut.

Multiple Ukrainian
_ champion, defender.
Killed in action in 2022.

Figure skating

Ukrainian championship
medalist and defender.
Killed in 2022 near Bakhmut.

Muwanmocs i gakynmo
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support of him and protesting the IOC’s decision. REMEMBRANCE D ISHCHENKO PAVLO HABAROV OLEKSIY 31Y.0. LOGINDV OLEKSIY, 23 Y.0. ?nanwcnast_)si l'epackeBuyy
Now Ukrainian defenders have joined the flash mob in IS NOT i l o Y i TUM, XTO NIATPUMAB LbOro

solidarity. Because memory can' be silences AVIOLATION! Y orna e Eealkooser doforit " BiABaXHOT0 YpaiHuA KOOI

The world must look into the eyes of " during a combat mission. team member, defender. ilediiniaction in 0xa, reHepauii! Cnasa YkpaiHi!

the victims of Russian aggression. elf - MEMORY CAN'T BE SILENCED! leposim Cnaga!l
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DIACHENKO KATERYNA, 11Y0. P4

Killed in 2022 after Russia's
bombing of Mariupol.

BAKHUR KARYNA, 17 Y.0. 4 2
KURDEL DARIA, 20 Y.0. : £ .. YAREMENKO ANDRIY, 25 Y.0.
t A

, Ukrainian and European S 5

Killed Dec 4, 2025
% in combat as drone
operator,

P
champion. Killed Nov 18, 2025
in Russian missile strike

on the Kharkiv region.

\' Multiple-time winner of
international sports dance
competitions. Killed in 2023

in Russia's attack on Kryvyi Rih.

, KOZUBENKD MYKYTA, 31Y.0.
:

Master of sport
and coach, defender.
Killed in action in 2022.

SHPUK TARAS, 34 Y.0

Veteran and sports
advocate, defender.
Killed in action in 2024.

KONONENKO IVAN

Strongman,
actor, defender.

Killed in action
in 2023.

= IVASHKO VIKTORIA, 9Y0.

Killed in 2022 with
her mother in Russian
strike on Kyiv. 2

POLISHCHUK ROMAN YEPIFANOV FEDIR, 18 Y.0.
5 Y0. PEREHUDOVA ALINA, 14 Y.0.

Killed in 2022 with her

mother after Russia's
shelling of Mariupol.

National champion
fencer, defender.
Killed in action in 2022,

Meanwhile Ukrainian alpine skier Dmytro Killed in 2023
Shepiuk supported Heraskevych with a e
maessage “Ukr heroes with us” after his

super-G performance.

Long jumper, defender.
Killed in action in 2022.

Earlier Ukrainian Olympic athlete Olena
Smaha expressed her support for fellow
athlete Vladyslav Heraskevych by writing a
message for the IOC on her glove.
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

Saturday, February 14 ntotoro, cy60Ta
4:30 PM +Michael Petryshyn 'STRE
(Maria, children and grandchlldren)
15 ntotoro: M’siconycHa Hegina E3LTL.
February 15: Meatfare Sunday
10:00 AM +KopHenis HanucHuk — 40 geHb
Monday, February 16 niotoro, noHeginok

Tuesday, February 17 niotoro, BiBTOpOK
8:00 AM 3a npocnasy Cn. b. Matpisipxa Mocuda
For the beatification of Patriarch Josyf
Wednesday, February 18 niotoro, cepeaa
9:00 AM 3a Bcix XBOpMX i HEMiYHMX
For all sick & suffering
Thursday, February 19 niotoro, YyeTsep

Friday, February 20 nioToro, n’aTHuus
9:00 AM +Marija Dranka (Family)
Saturday, February 21 ntotoro, cy6ota
9:00 AM For Parishioners — 3a MapoxisH
4:30 PM +Wasyl R. Puhacz - 3 Annlversary
(Family)

22 nmotoro: CuponycHa Hegins  E3LTZ ]
February 22: Cheesefare (Forglveness) Sunday
10:00 AM +Credcpanisa Kosogiit (p. Cepeatok) — 40 aeHb

Eternal Light burns
In memory of +Kami
(Elaine Nowadly)

Eternal Light Honoring Mother of God
burns for Special Intention
(Maria Petryshyn)

Pray for victory and peace in Ukraine!
Momonimcs 3a nepemory i Mup B YKpaiHi!

St. Nicholas Ukr. Cath. Church

LepkBa CBsitoro Mukonas
(Mig Onikoto M.A.M.)

MOPSANOK CB. NMITYPTIN

Ukrainian Cultural Center “Dnipro”
Ykpaincbkun Kynbtyphui LeHtp «QHIMPO»
562 Genesee Street — Buffalo, NY 14204 — (716) 856-4476

Annual Meeting Notice
Sunday, February 15, 2026, at 1:00pm
All Members welcome!

PiyHi 300pu
Hepins, 15 notoro 2026 o 1:00 gHa

Bci unenu 3anpoweHi!

/ Christina H. Arthurs, Attorney \

716.853.5100 or carthurs@lippes.com

Estate Planning & Probate | Real Estate
Immigration | Corporate

| Lippes
Mathias

Wexler Friedman LLp

Albany | Buffalo | Florlda | New York | Toronto Area | Washington, D.C.

ippes.com
Attorney Advertising.
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
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Ask me about
the 100% Money
Real Estate Services  Back Guarantee‘

JENNY PFEIFFER-NOWADLY

Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

4909 Transit Road ¢ Depew, NY 14043

Cell: 716.523.6693

Office: 716.656.8999 * Fax: 716.825.4911
jennypfeiffer@howardhanna.com
HowardHanna.com =W
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Our Annual Parish Meeting
Will be held Sunday, February 22, 2026,
after the Divine Liturgy at 10 AM. In the
beginning, we will start in the church with
some explanation that everybody should
hear, and afterward, we will continue in the
church hall having our usual coffee hour.
Please plan on attending!

Hawi Piyni 3aranbHi 36opu
Binbyaytbca y Hepinto 22 notoro 2026,
no cB. Jlityprii o 10-in roauHi. Mo4nHaemo 3
KOPOTKUM NOSICHEHHAM Y LIepPKBi, a NOTiM
nepenaemMo HagonuHy, Ae NPOAOBXUMO
npu Kasi i conoakomy.

Mpocumo ycix B3aTH y4acTb!

KARYCZAK’S

AUTOMOTIVE
995 ABBOTT ROAD ¢ BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14220

[Esasanniey] COMPLETE AUTO REPAIRS / N.Y.S. INSPECTION

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC CARS »

m TRANSMISSION ADJUSTMENTS & REPAIRS *
VOVEITIIll|  BATTERIES/AIR CONDITIONING & ACCESSORIES +

' el MUFFLER & EXHAUST SYSTEMS «

WHEEL ALIGNMENTS & TIRES *
TOWING SERVICE - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

PHONE 893-1025

-

Fusani &
Kuhn's Monuments, Inc.

All Lenten services will be done according to
the revised Julian Calendar, since officially
in this Parish we follow Ukraine. This year it
is a week apart from the Gregorian Calendar,

which means that
Lent will begin on Monday, February 23rd,
Palm Sunday will be on April 5t and
Easter on April 12th,

FAX 2398 GENESEE ST.
822-1574  825-7428 827-8895 AskFoRTOM BUFFALO, N.Y, 14225
Proud to Support Wilbelring B, Kimserko

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

Buszka Funeral Home
Director Peter D. Stachowski
2005 Clinton Street at S. Ogden, Buffalo New York 14206
(716) 825-7777 www.buszkafuneralhome.com

Another location at:
2085 Union Rd., West Seneca, one block North of Clinton.

New spacious location, fresh and modern facility. On
site Chapel is separated from large viewing rooms.
Lower level has a new café plus a reception hall
for family use.

Janine R. Klimeczko
Michael A. Klimeczko

Licensed Directors

(Pietszak §Q>

Funeral Home

www.Pietszak.com (716) 897-2400

Continuing a Tradition of
thoughtful Personalized Service

806 Clinton St.
Buffalo, 14210

2400 William St.
Cheektowaga, 14206

CeppaeyHa nogska ycim cnoHcopam!

Thanks are extended to all Sponsors!




UkraINIAN Y. YkpPaiHCBKA

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION ~— OELEPANIbHA KPEAWUTHA CTISIKA
Become a member of Ukrainian FCU and save money with
lower rates on loans, make money with higher interest on your
savings, and save time with
our convenient online services!

PERSONAL & BUSINESS FINANCIAL SERVICES
SAVINGS & CHECKING ACCOUNTS | SHARE

Q5 CERTIFICATES | MONEY MARKET | IRA | LOANS |

fisiaeee //\ MONEYGRAM | INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC WIRE

(716) 309-2772 /;// TRANSFERS | ONLINE SERVICES |

uscheidle@verizon.net INOTARY PUBLIC | TRANSLATIONS |[SCHOLARSHIPS|

www.marykay.com/uscheidle MEPCOHAJbHI TA BI3HECOBI ®IHAHCOBI MOCNYTU
OLLIAIHI TA YEKOBI PAXYHKM | CEPTUGIKATM | MM |
MEHCIAHI PAXYHKI | O3WKM | KPEOUTY HA
HEPYXOMICTb | NAATRKHI KAPTKM VISA | MONEYGRAM |
[POLLOBI MEPEKA3Y | ENEKTPOHHI MOCAYTY
[MOCNYT HOTAPIYCA| MEPEKNAOVICTUMEHAI|

MARY KAY
Ulana Scheidle

Independent Beauty Consultant

Contact me for a complimentary facial

Buffalo Branch Amherst Branch
Ukrainian Home Dnipro Ellicott Creek Plaza

Sunday, March 29"
11am-3pm

at Holy Trinity Ukrainian
Orthodox Church Hall
200 Como Park Ave. Cheektowaga, NY 14227

PIEROGI EASTER FEST

AID For UKRAINE Fundraiser
Potato, Cheese & Kraut Plerogi

e Cabbage Rolls e Sauerkraut & Sausage
e Borscht e Easter Bread (paska)
e Cakes & Cookies o Basket Raffle

e Shish Kebobs o Ukrainian Souvenirs

(Dine-1n or Take-Out |

Pre-order To-Go Cabbage Rolls & Pierogi - Text to 716-324-6625

www.UkrainiansofBuffalo.com/fundraiser2026 IOk
Make checks payable to: Aid for Ukraine UFCU 3
Account # 1101037710 clo Ukrainian Federal Credit Union  eiefz7d ;,,
562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 S A

www. PayPaI com/fundraiser/charity/1438034

x UKRAINIAN

DANCE LESSONS! -

H - - > bt
562 Genesee Street 2882 Niagara Falls Blvd . 562 Genesée St Buffalo, NY 14204

BUffalo NY 14204 AmherSt NY 14228 For more information email: vyshnya.lara@gmail.com
(716) 847'6655 (716) 799'8385 ('ur L Lt Dl e AN NI EAP VST IAMSGP RN P ‘7&1.“‘3
www.ukrainianfcu.org www_.ukrainianfcu.org .
Business Hours Business Hours o ‘ = K . . 7 - -
; ; Closed Wednesdays, Closed Mondays, Sponsored by Buffalo Area Ukrainian Churches and Org pralHCbK' mﬂu'
e B 3aumHeHi no cepepax 3aunHeHi no noHeginkax . ons giten 5-16 pokiB
For A" of Your Old World Favorite Produc’ts, Just Mon” Tuesdayy Thursday Tuesday - Thursday we prepare Va renyky on Saturdays' p
Around The Corner. Stop In & Take a Look. [9:30 am - 5 pm | |9:30 am - 5 pm | (8 am-1 pm)
Many Varieties of: MoH., BIBTOPOK, YeTBEP 3 BiBTOpKa M0 YeTBEP
Bologna ¢ Salami  Fresh Polish Sausage » Head Cheese s Garlic Sausage ¢ Smoked Fish Friday / MT'mHuus Friday / MmHuus e February 14 noToro
European Beer ¢ Kefir/Butter ¢ Condiments ¢ Pierogi (Homemade) - Many Varieties . R . _
Smoked Sausages * Bacon (Bozek) » Canadian Bacon » Blood Kishka (Homemade) égtilpd:m / C? ggnT L égtl?? dzm / 06 g(TT;L e February 28 notoro
Polish Hams ¢ Caviar ® Kvas Drink ¢ Cheese * European Chocolates * Pickles/ Tomatoes 9 amy_ 1 ym | 19 amy_ 1 ym | ° M arCh 1 4 69993Hﬂ
4166 Union Rd.,, = /fﬂl E{mhMlllersporl Hwy. P P
Cheektowaga, NY (in Airport Plaza) S mherst (Getzoille Plaza) Membershio subiject to eliqibility. .
LM p Subj gibility Ninumo BapeHunku no cybotax
630-0130 688-1495 Federally msured by NCUA. P y

(8:00 - 13:00)
Mpocumo npuintu i gonomortu!
Please come and extend helping hand!

KO)KHOI cepenmn 18:00-19: 00

PR Ukrainian CuIturaI Center
Nick Hurmak 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204 856-4476
(716) 3162540 www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com

Alexander Arutunian

If you have any questions that you would like
to have answered, please write them down
and place in your church envelopes.

562 Genesee St., Buffalo, NY

 HaBuaHHs HapoAHMX TaHLiB

AKwWwo maeTe AKicb NUTaHHSA | XoTinu ou
ofepxartu BianoBifi Ha HUX, NPOCMMO
3anucaTy i NOCTaBUTKM 40 KOLLMKA.

(716)576.8185 facebook.com/DniproUkrainianCulturalCenter
BN Lounge is OPEN every Friday 5-9 pm.
www.redstarautomotive.com nlﬂ.TleMaVITe BaLU HaponHMVl |D||M

[nsi nonaTkoBoi iHpopMallii 3BepTanTech:
vyshnya.lara@gmail.com




Glory to Jesus Christ!

Performing the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy
are ways we can show our love for the Lord because by
practicing them we are doing our best to follow Christ’s
command to love our neighbors as ourselves. This week
| will be writing about the next two Spiritual Works which
are to Counsel the doubtful and to Instruct the ignorant.

To counsel the doubtful means to help people who are
struggling with their faith, or by helping them to make
some type of faith based moral decision. Not every
problem is serious and all of us, at times, have doubts
about our faith, but some doubts about the faith are
serious and some of life's problems are very difficult.
Those types of doubts should not be ignored. In order to
provide guidance in serious matters, we need to
understand what it means when we recite the Creed,
which we do at every Liturgy. We also need to know what
the Church teaches about matters of the faith and the
various ethical problems in our society today. Two
resources that can provide us with that type of
information are: The Catechism of the Catholic Church
and our own Ukrainian Catholic Catechism which is titled
Christ our Pascha. Becoming familiar with those books
can not only help us understand our faith but they will
also strengthen it.

When someone we know asks us to help them with a
dilemma, be it the existence of God or some type of ethical
or moral decision they are facing and we don’t have an
answer, we need to be honest by telling them we are not
sure. It’'s better to say you don’t know than to come up
with an answer off the top of your head that either goes
against the teachings of the Church or drives the person
you are trying to help away from it. After saying that,
immediately go and try and help them find an answer to
their problem. This can be done by using one of the
catechisms mentioned earlier or by referring them to a
priest, family member or a faith based social worker. |
think it goes without saying that by referring them to
others, | mean for you to give them the names of other
people you think might be better able to help. | do not
mean that we should be telling other people about
someone else's problems. We also should never forget
the power of prayer. Asking our Lord for guidance is never
a bad idea.

Instructing the Ignorant or to use another word, the
uninformed, is another Act of Mercy that requires us to
have a good working knowledge of our faith along with
sacred scripture, in particular the New Testament. It is our
responsibility to bring our children up in the faith, and it
is also our responsibility to answer the questions they

may have or those of anyone else who might be curious
about what we believe. Being familiar with the Catechism
will help us to answer those questions and Lent is a great
time to read the catechism. We should also be familiar
with sacred scripture. A good way to do that is to read the
Epistle and Gospel passages for each day. If you have a
church calendar those readings are provided at the
bottom of each day. Saint Jerome said "Ignorance of the
Scriptures is Ignorance of Christ.” If we do not spread the
Good News of Jesus Christ to our family and friends, who
will? (Deacon David)

From the Catechism: “Christ Our Pascha”
The Role of Icons in Prayer

592 An icon is written (painted) in prayer and for
prayer. To recognize and understand an icon one needs
to contemplate it prayerfully. Someone who only views
an icon will understand it only as a work of art. The
process of contemplating an icon needs to be learned.
The word “contemplation” here means “to look to the
depth.” The first step toward contemplation is to
concentrate the gaze on the icon. Thus, we place a lamp
before the icon—a sign of divine light. Concentration
leads to interior silence. When we raise our gaze to the
icon, we see a figure or group of figures. The inscription
on the icon informs us as to whom or what event we are
gazing.

593 The person of Christ is depicted on the icon with
certain recognizable signs. One of these signs is the
cross-in-halo around the head of Christ. Within this halo
is the Greek inscription 6 wv (ho On), which means The-
One-Who-Is (see Ex 3:14). Christ is usually depicted in a
red tunic, covered with a blue mantle. The royal red of
the tunic signifies the divine nature of Christ, which in
his Incarnation was clad in his human nature,
represented by the blue mantle. In icons of the
Transfiguration, Resurrection, Ascension, and Fearful
Judgment, as well as icons of the Christ-Child with the
Mother of God, the vestments of Christ are depicted in
gold or white, signifying the divine nature and the
glorified human nature of Christ.

594 The Mother of God is depicted on icons in a red
veil that covers her head and shoulders, a symbol of the
divine grace with which God fully gifted her. The veil
covers a blue tunic, a symbol of her humanity. On her
forehead and shoulders are three gold stars that
symbolize her perpetual virginity. She is a “virgin before
childbirth, a virgin in childbirth, and remains a virgin
after childbirth.”

» CHURCH KITCHEN is now CLOSED
Check with us later — Things might change.

» Thank you for your help and patronage!

» Thanks are extended to all volunteers!

» Coffee Hour - Usually Every Sunday after Liturgy
in Church Hall.
See you there!
HAVE A BLESSED DAY!!!

CHURCH BULLETIN is published weekly.
Deadline for information is Thursday evening.
IEPK. BIGHHK Buaactbcs TMXHEBO.
IHdopmauii npocumo nopasaTtu Ao YeTBepra.

SAINT NICHOLAS
UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
VKPATHGLKA KATOAHUII LKA TEPKBA
GBATOIO MHEKOAAHA
(TIIA OMIKOIO MPEYHGTOI
AIRH MAPTI OAITITPIT)

Sunday of Last
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Hepinsa CtpawHoro Cyay

Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation
501C3 Tax Deductible Charity accepting donations.
Renovate Humanitarian

Dnipro " Aid to Ukraine
i
UAFF-Dnipro 562 Genesee St. Buffalo, NY 14204
www.UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
facebook.com/UkrainiansOfBuffalo.com
(716) 847-1281

Oprani3auis O6opoHu Yotupbox CBoGig Ykpaihu
ODFFU - Buffalo, NY — Branch # 22
Emil Bandriwsky, President

EIWRENE - stnbuffalo@gmail.com
WELWRZEGEY - http://www.stnbuffalo.com
D[R - http://www.stamforddio.org

308 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y. 14206
Rectory: (716) 852-7566
Fax: No fax number
Kitchen: 852-1908
- In Emergency call:

(716) 830-3920

Confession: Before Liturgies
Cnosigb: Mepep C.. Jlityprismu
Baptism: By appointment
XpelleHHs: 3a JOMOBMEHHAM
Marriage: Contact 6 months in advance
BiHyaHHg: TonocuTics 6 MicsLiB ckopLle

Religion classes — PeniriHa lNporpama
See bulletin for scheduled dates.
Ministry to the sick — Onika Hag xBopuMa
Family members should call the Rectory
PoauHa noBnHHa NOBIZOMUTY CBALLEHUKA
IN EMERGENCY CALL ANY TIME
B pasi notpebu 3aBXan MOXHA 3aKnuKaTu

V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, pastor

Please call if you are Hospitalized,
Homebound and need a priest.
IIPpOCHMO 3AKAHKATH AKLLO BH Y
AMHHLL ABO MPHKOBAHI A0 AikKa!




M’ACOMYCHA HEQINA (CTPALLHOIO CYyY)

Y HUHIWHOMY €BaHrenbCKOMy 4uTaHHi M’siconycHoi
Hegini M1 Yynu npo 3akiHyeHHsa BceneHHoi. BkiHui Bcboro
noctaHyTb nepea locnogom yci Hapogu i Hag HUMM
po3noyHeTbes cyA. HixTo Moro He yHWKHe, He 6Gype
KOAHOI neplocTi Yu OyAb-AKOro BUNpPaBAAHHSA, He iCHY-
BaTUMe XOAHOI MOXNUBOCTI migkynutn CnpaBeanmBoro
Cynpto, BTEKTM 4M cxoBaTucs. Yce Tam byae Bigkpure,
663 %0AHOro 3aTaloBaHHs.

Y yepkBax Ha HaWMX pigHUX 3eMNsAX YacTo BUCINU Be-
nukoro po3mipy ikoHn CtpawHoro cyay. bynu BoHun pos-
MilLeHi npy BUXOAI, WOOK BXOAAYM | BUXOAAYM 3 Xpamy,
BipHi MOrnu wWopa3y 3BepTaTu yBary Ha 300paxeHHs i
nam’sTaTy, WO YeKae Ha HaC y HeAanekoMy MabyTHLOMY,
i 6yTV rotoBMMU. BO HiXTO He 3HaE Hi AHSA, Hi rOANHM, KON
Ham Tpeba Gyae AgaTu BiANOBiAb HAa NMWUTaHHA: AK MM
BUKOPUCTanu AOPOroLUiHHWIA Boxuit Aap XuTTS; Wo MU 3
HUM 3pobuNK; AK BNNMBaNM Ha TUX, 3 KM 3ycTpivanucs
Ha XMTTEBIN AOPO3i; Wo Aobporo 3anvwunm nicns cebe,
a wo B3anu MNocnopaesi y nogapyHok?

MoamsiMoca HWHI Ha Lo ikoHy CTpawHoro cyay. Bauu-
mo XpucTa, Wo cuanTb Ha TPOHI 1 nigiimae pyky ans 6na-
TOCNOBEHHA YCiX BTOMINIEHUX, TEPNSAYUX, OCAMITHUHUX,
Aapyroun iM CMOKil, AKOro BOHM TaK JOBrO WyKanw i
HapewwTi 3HaWULWNK, KONK 3[aBanocs, Wo Hagii Bxe Hema.
Mpw Tilh Harogi YuuTtenb Tak npomoBuB: «[puiaitb, 6na-
rocnoBeHHi OTus moro. YBingits y Llapcteo, npurotoBa-
He BaM Bif noyatky. 5o s ronogyBas, i Bu fanu MeHi icTy,
MaB cnpary, i BU Hanoinu MeHe, Harun 6yB, i BU OAATHYNN
MeHe, XBOpWiA OyB i B TIOPMI, | BU BiABiganm MeHe, CyMHUI
OyB, i noTiwunnm meHe, pagicHui 6y, i BU paginu 3i MHOID,
NparHyB 3HaHHSA, i BU HaBYMNM MeHe, cninuit GyB, i BK
npoBaAunu MeHe, He poO3yMiB, i BU NOBYMNN MeHe, nopa-
HeHwii 6yB, i BU 3aBUHYNW MOi paHu i BUTOINM ix, MepTBUIA
OyB, i BM noxoBanu Moi TNiHHi ocTaHku. Bo Bce, WO BK
3po6unu ofgHOMY 3 OTUX HalMeHWMX Moix GpariB i cec-
Tep, BU MeHi 3po6unuy.

3po3yminu Toai GnaxeHHi, WO 3aiBUM Oyno wykaTu
4yorocb Hafi3BM4YaNHOI0 Y CBOEMY XUTTi, o6 nepebyBaTu
i3 Xpuctom. [locTaTHLO OTMX, Manux, Ain nwo6osu. | He
BaXNMBO HacKiNnbkM AOBMMM YU KOPOTKMM Oyno iXHe
KWTTSA, yn 6ynu BoHM Garatumm um 6igHMMK, 300POBUMM
Y XBOPUMM, BYEHUMM YM Heykamu. Baxnuee nuwe ix
CTaBNeHHA [0 6nuxHLOro, 60 Wopasy, KoM BOHKU NOMi-
yanu noTpebu iHwwux, focnoab nocunas ix, Wobdm NpuHec-
TV NONEreHHs NoTpebyunm.

Pyka locnoaHsa nigHocuTLCA AOropu i onyckaeTbes, a
BiATaK BiAXoAMTb HaniBo i HanpaBo. TakMM YUHOM BOHa
TBOPUTb XPecT AK 3HaK, Wo XpucToc BWU3BONMUB Hac
XPecToM i MM 3a yCix Hac 3annaTue CMOBHa.

Y nigHixoka Xpucra, Ha 3ragaHin ikoHi, NeXxuTb po3kpu-
Ta KHUra, ika MiCTUTb YCH iCTOpIl0 CnaciHHA NOACLKOro
poay i Hawy y HbOMy y4yacTb. Tam 4iTko 3anucaHi yci aina
KOXHOI NHOAUHYN, NOYMHaloum Big Agama. Y Ty ogHy MUTb,
HeMOB Yy (inbMmi, KpYTUTLCSA Liine Hawe xuTTa. Lie wacnu-
Ba XBUNIMHA, afXe NIOAUHA CTaE rigHO XpUCTOBOI Nto6o-
BuW. Hemae Hikoro, XTo 3acnyxuB 61 Ha BnacHe cnaciHHs,
i HixTO He 3000yBa€ MOro BNacHoK cunok. Ane BCi My,
XO0u 6 pa3 y XKu1TTi, MOrNM Pa3oM i3 po36iiHUKOM Ha XpecTi
npoka3atu: «3ragail meHe, [ocnogu, Konu npuiigew y
LlapctBo TBoe». | Togi Cnacutens Ham BignoBicTb: «Llie
cborofgHi 6ygew 3i MHow B patoy. |, oCcb Le CboroaHi,
AKpa3 i € Ta MUTb Bnarogati, KOnNu BUPILIYETLCA [ONA
uinoro noacTBa 3aranom i KOXHOro 3 Hac 30Kpema.

MocepeauHi Hawoi ikoHU, BHU3Y, 6auMmo CTOBM, A0
AIKOro nNpuB’sizaHa niogvHa. Bona cumBonisye ycix Hac
KUBMX, SIKi Lle MOXYTb 0OpaTu sikolo Aoporok nitn. bo
Tam, OAMH KPOK NiBOpyY, i BXe Ha3aBXAWU MOXEeMO ONUHU-
TUCA Yy MicLi JOBIYHMX MYK, 3BigKM Hemae BopoTTA. Ane
OAMH KpOK npaBopyd — i Mu 6inst ABepen Ao HeGecHoro
E€pycanumy, ge Ha Hac 4ekalTb npaBegHuku Ctaporo i
Hoeoro 3agitiB Ha yoni 3i cBATUMM Moiiceem i MeTpom,
KyAU MM MOXEMO YBIWTM pa3oM i3 HUMMK, i nepebyBaTth i3
Xpuctom y Moro LlapcTgi no Bci Biku.

Mwu Bci, gopori 6patu i cecTpy, we npue’a3aHi. Llle 3a-
nexXuMo Bif NOBITPA, AKUM AMXAEMO, Bif iXi, AKY Crnoxu-
Baemo. MoxnuBeo, M1 06nnyTaHi YOPHUMM HUTKaMK 310C-
TW, THiBY, HEHaBUCTU, NepensieTUHi Pi3HOKONLOPOBUMU
HUTKaMU HEeHaXepcTBa, NUALTBA, NIHWBCTBA, PO3NYCTH...
Yci Ui HUTKM TBOPATbL TaKUA «YYAOBUIAY KUIIUM, «NPUEM-
HWIA» ANA OKa, AKWA CTeNUTLCA BNiBO Big XpucTa. |, konu
y cBOEMy GnarocnoBeHHi [ocnogHs pyka nokaxe niBo-
pyY, OCb TOAji 30NOTKi HUTKU NarigHOCTU, OBrOTEPMNiHHS,
CTPMMaHOCTK, NiAKPINNeHi Pi3HOKONLOPOBUMU HUTKaMM
noboBu, pagocTn, BAAYHOCTH, MOXYTb PO3ipBaTUCS, | MK
po3norumm Joporamm Moxemo BifinTH, a 3a co6oto novy-
€Mo Toai Xpucrtosi cnosa: «eThb Big MeHe, 60 B1 He Haro-
JyBanu MeHe, He Hanoinu, He BigBiganuy...

Hexaii Tak He cTaHeTbCAA. BnaxeHHi Ti, Aki BUTPUMAIOTb
A0 KiHUA, Yui 30M0Ti HUTKM He po3pBYTbCA. Xal Haui
KWUTTEBI HUTKU 3a6apBnATLCA XPUCTOBOK KPOB'IO, SIKY
Bin nponue Ha xpecTi 3a Hac. Ckaximo lNocnogesi: «[Mpoc-
TH i 3ragaiy, i BiH Ham BignoBicTb: «Yce NpoweHo i Bxe
3rapas. NpungiTb, GnarocnoBewHi...». Konu My odnnyTaHi
30/10TUMKU HUTKamKn Bipu, Boxoro ctpaxy, goBrotepne-
NMBOCTH, NepensieTeHi pi3HOKONbOPOBUMU HUTKaMK He-
cebGeno0OCcTBa, BigBaXHOCTH, BOGPOTH, CNpPaBeAAUBOCTH,
BAAYHOCTH, TOAi TO, KON XpUCTOC NOKaxe HanpaBo, Yop-
Hi HUTKKM 3a3APOCTH, HETEPNENMBOCTHU PO3ipBYTCA i 30510-
Ti HUTKM NoBedyTb Hac y LlapctBo Boxe. (P.M. «M.C.»)



Meatfare Sunday (Last Judgement)

Suppose you are a judge and you were given the
responsibility to judge this case involving a young
thief. The evidence against him is overwhelming, and he
is found guilty. But when it comes to the sentencing
phase of the trial, he expresses his remorse, and he begs
you to give him another chance. He tells you that he has
changed his ways, and he offers to make restitution to
those from whom he stole. What would you do? Being
the good Christian judge you are, perhaps you feel sorry
for him, and you decide to show compassion by giving
this man another chance. So you let him go under the
strict stipulation that he will change his ways. The thief
goes out of the courtroom to the waiting reporters and
tells them that he has changed his ways, and then he goes
home and tells his family and friends that he is a new and
better man. But is he really? What is the only thing that
will convince you that this man has genuinely changed
his ways? Only his actions! If he genuinely stops
stealing, then the man has indeed changed his ways. We
would be naive to just take his word for it, so why should
God be any different in assessing whether or not our faith
is genuine? Looking at the parable of the sheep and the
goats in the gospel of St. Matthew, we are forced to
consider the Day of our Lord, or rather the Day of
Judgment. Here we see Jesus in a different role than the
one we normally like to portray. Jesus is our Lord, He is
our Savior... but he is also our judge. "When the Son of
Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory” (Matthew 25:31).

All roads do eventually lead to God, but not the way
some people would like us to believe. In today's gospel,
a better understanding of the scripture is that all roads
lead to judgment, but only one leads to salvation. And
God will separate the people, one from another, as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. Placing his
sheep on his right and the goats on his left. "Verily | say
unto you, in as much as you have done it unto one of the
least of my brethren, you have done it unto me". (Matthew
25:40). The surprise of the righteous at this statement
makes it impossible to think that works of righteousness
win salvation. How they treated the "least of these" was
not for the purpose of being accepted or rejected by the
Kingdom of Heaven. The sheep in the gospel of St.
Matthew did not show love to gain Heaven. Jesus is
interested here in the righteousness of the whole person.
a righteousness from the heart. True disciples will love
one another and serve the least of their brethren with
compassion, and in so doing they unconsciously serve
Christ. When we respond to others, we are responding to

Christ. We are Christ bearers before others in our homes,
in the church, in school, at work, in the whole world. What
would happen if, every day, we were always conscious of
this truth and did our best to put it into practice? We must
be willing to serve as messengers of Christ. We are His
hands and His feet, to be a blessing to all those we come
in contact with. :

A nineteenth century
painting shows a long row
of beggars waiting in a soup
line. They are all ragged and
worn. But around the head
of one, barely perceptible, is
a halo. One of them is
Christl You may see no
halo around the heads of
your brothers and sisters in
need, yet to serve them is to
serve Christ, for the Lord is
hidden in them. It is not a
question that they do not
have, but rather a question
that we do not see. While it
is true that the type of
service we are called by God
to engage in is simple, that is not to say that it is without
cost. The actions with which Christ mentions in this
passage all have a ring of personal compassion and
require more than simply writing a check to
charity. "When | was hungry you gave me to eat, when |
was thirsty you gave me to drink, | was a stranger and you
took me in; naked and you covered me; sick and you
visited me; | was in prison and you came to me" (Matthew
25:35-36). The call of God to genuine service is the call to
become personally involved in the lives of those who are
hurting and in need, and to touch them with our own lives.

After living a "decent" life, my time on earth came to an
end. The first thing | remember is sitting on a bench in the
waiting room of what | thought to be a courthouse. The
doors opened and | was instructed to come in and have a
seat by the defense table. As | looked around, | saw the
"prosecutor”. He was a villainous looking gent, who
snarled as he stared at me. | sat down and looked to my
left and there sat my lawyer, a kind and gentle looking man
whose appearance seemed very familiar to me. The
corner door flew open and there appeared the judge in full
flowing robes. He commanded an awesome presence as
he moved across the room, so much so that | could not
take my eyes off of him. As he took his seat behind the
bench he said, "Let us begin." The prosecutor rose and

said, "My name is Satan and | am here to show you why
this man belongs in hell." He proceeded to tell of lies that
| told, things that | stole, and in the past when | cheated
on others. Satan told of other terrible perversions that
were once in my life and the more he spoke the further
down in my seat | sank. | was so embarrassed that | could

not look at anyone, as Satan told of sins that even | had
completely forgotten about. As upset as | was at him for
telling all these things about me, | was equally upset at my
representative, who sat there silently not offering any
form of defense on my behalf. | know | had been guilty of
those things, but | had done some good in my life...
couldn't that at least count for something? Would it not
equal out part of the harm | have done? Satan finished
with a fury and said, "This man belongs in hell, he is guilty
of all that | have charged and there is not a person who
can prove otherwise. When it was my lawyer's turn, first
he asked if he might approach the bench. The judge
allowed this over the strong objection of Satan and
beckoned him to come forward. As he got up and started
walking, | was able to see him now in his full splendor and
majesty. Now I realized why he seemed so familiar, this
was Jesus representing me... my Lord and my Savior. He
stopped at the bench and softly smiled at his Heavenly
Father, and then he turned to address the court. "Satan
was correct in saying that this man had sinned, | will not
deny any of these allegations. And yes, the wage of sin is
death, and this man deserves to be punished". Jesus
took a deep breath and turned to his Father with
outstretched arms and proclaimed, "However, | died on
the cross so that this person might have Eternal life, and

he has accepted me as his Savior, so he is mine." Jesus
continued, "His name is written in the book of life and no
one can snatch him from me. Satan this man is not to be
given justice, but rather mercy." As Jesus sat down, he
quietly paused, looked at his Father and replied, "There is
nothing else that needs to be done, | have done it all". The
Judge lifted his mighty hand and slammed the gavel
down, and the following words bellowed from his lips-
"This man is free - the penalty for him has already been
paid in full, case dismissed." As my Lord led me away, |
could hear Satan ranting and raving, "l won't give up, | will
win the next one." | asked Jesus as he gave me
instructions as where to go next, "Have you ever lost a
case?" To which Christ lovingly smiled and said,
"Everyone that has come to me and asked me to represent
them has received the same verdict as you... Paid in Full."
"Verily | say unto you, in as much as you have done it
unto one of the least of my brethren, you have done it unto
me". (Matthew 25:40). Christ's question to us on judgment
day is not whether we have acknowledged Him as our
Savior, but rather, "Having acknowledged me as your
Savior, what did you do with your life?" He will assess
the reality of our faith on that basis. But our righteous
deeds do not negate the place of grace. Jesus is with us
every day; He lives right near us in the lives of those we
too often walk past. Showing love toward others and
taking care of their needs is the way our faith in Christ is
put into action. God is calling us to loving service! And
being kind does not require superhuman strength... just
complete faith in Jesus. May | suggest to you that our
charitable ways be more than just love? They are love in
action. Charity is taking the steps necessary to minister
to those who are in need at their point of need. Charity
requires a humble, selfless attitude. On the final Day of
Judgment, when Christ turns to his sheep in the fold and
says, "You have gained a place with me forever," it will be
proven through our actions of love. May we never reach
a point in our lives when we fail to focus on the needs of
one another! The great, wonderful truth is that when we
meet the needs of others, God in Heaven sees the heart of
our actions, and what we are willing to do for the least of
His brethren. To live the way that God calls us to be is not
an easy task. But when we live with the attitude that every
act of kindness is a direct service to Christ, we will find
sufficient energy and strength to meet the needs that
come our way. Do all the good you can, by all the means
you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can,
at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long
as ever you can. May this be the way in which we live and
are recognized by those we meet each day. (“G.S.” R.P.)



